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tl^d^^^f Virginia, ii'witi 

r*****f| BE IT REMEMBERED, t>at on the fifth day of Septem- 
skAL.l I ber, iji the thirty lifth year of .the independence of the United 
w#¥i»*##»l S^**^^^^ Aiheiica,'Robwt B. Sctaiple, of the faid diftrift, hath 
^^ dcpofitcd in thi* office, the title of a book the right whereof he 
tdkiiflid ftt sMior, in the words following, to witt 

^* A4tiftory 6f the Rife and Progrefs of the Baptifts In Virginia. 
ejPy Robert B» SempIe,MifiiAer of the Gofpel in King and Queen 
Conrity, Virginia.'^ 

In confofttdTty to the a6l of the congreis of the United States, entituled 
*' An a6i f^r the encouragement of learning, by iecuring the copies of maps, 
chai:ts,*;apd bocJpti to the authors and proprietors of fuch copies during the 
times therein mqitiohed/^ ^nd alio to m acl,eittitukd ^ An a^t fuppleme nt- 
ary tcf an a^ entit\«^ f l^h^ forthe ^n^otfrageteent of learning, by iecuring 
the copies of maps^ charts,, and books, t6 the authors and proprietors of fuch 
copies, during the timef therein mentioned,* and extending the benefits there- 
of to the arts of deiifning, engraving, and etching hiftorical and other 

luints.'* ^ k 

^, WILLIAM MARSHALL, 

^* Clerk of the DiftriA of Virginia. 



x 



6 ' 






-#-i 



THE BAPTIST GENEBAI. MfiETIM} OP 



CORRESPONDENCE, 



) 



AND Ta 



.r* 



THE BAPTIST ASSOCIATIONS IN VIRGINIA* 



THIS BOOK 



IS AFFECTIONATELY DBD1CATBD« ' » 



B^ 



THE AUTHOR. 



I 



V 



i . 



.* •; C 




^ i- 






i 



K. 






^ w 



if' 



\* 












? 



^L 



-•' ; 



r 






PREFACE. > 



> 



/ 



UNLESS tlic Compiler is wholly deceive<l in hlinfelf, his at 
tempt to write a history of the Virginia BAPTiST3v^^id not 
spring, cither from the love of money or the love of fame. To 
say that thefe things never entered his thoughts, w.culd be say- 
ing what no one would believe. His motive was an ardent wifli 
for the profperity of truth i which he really thought, could be 
greatly promoted, by a plain and fimple exhibition of God's deal-^ 
ings towards his people. The rife and rapid fpr earl of the Bap- 

* tifts in Virginia werefo remarkable, that therciire but few, who 
do not believe that fome hiftorical relation of Miem will be pro- 
ductive of real advantage to true religion. ^9h much were our 
revolutionary reformers perfuaded of tiii^^ that they ijtiade ar- 
rangements as early as 1788, to collect materials and publifh a 
biftory ; as may befeen by turning td^our hiftory of the proceed-!^ 
52;gs of the General Committee. 

If his book does not recororaetid itfclf by its pol^fhed ftyle, 
deep erudition, or rhetorical flights, lie thinks that it pofftFea  

• qualities that are more valuable in iuch a work. Candour and 
fimplicity in church hiftory, appear to the author, proj.ci'ics ' 
of primary importance. He has faithfuliy record-ci the f'llles 
and failures, as well as the virtues and praifcs^ of his own peo- 
ple. 

The documents whicli were bcfcyre him, were of various forts. 
Some were printed, and, of courk, reftedupon the veracity of the 
» author. Some were old manufcripts gathered from the papers of 
perfons long fincc dead ; and which might have been haftily coni'* 
pofed, their authors not expecting their publication, and noc 
peing alive to give explanations. Some, and indeed, niany were 
furniChed by living characters, who doubtlefs always gave as 
correct information as they poffefTed. But from the cohtradictOry 
ft'ateincacs cf ;h9 fam^ f^cts hy different pfiri>?nsj tliero ciuft Jxav's' 
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been maxJy mlftakes. The compiler always ftrove to felect from 
the various ftatements, that which feemed moft likely to be cor- 
rect ; yet without doubt he will be found fometimes to have been 
xaiftaken. His errors, however, if there are any, are chiefly 
if not wholly, refpecting matters of fecondary importance. To 

. make a fatisfactory felection was often extremely difficult indeed; 

\^t the arrangements of materials received, was not the moft 
arduous part. An unaccountable backwardnefs of many, to fur- 
nifh, in any way» the information pofieiTed, rendered the talk 
almoft impracticable. All thefe difficulties confidered, with ma- 
ny thflt cannot b^ expreffisd, the reader will do no more than juftice ^ 
to fH^, that however incorrect the work may be in foiiie of its ^ 
parts| and however deficient in others, it is ftill a performance ^ 

that piuft have cofl: no inconfiderable labour and folicitude. 

l^ilft he expreiTes regret, sft the backwardnefs of fome, he 
feels dvjnore than commenfurate pleafure, in expreffing his gra- 
titude. f(5r the laudable forwardnefs of others* Thefe are to nu- 
merouB^itnd fo dcferving, that he is fearful, whilll he cannot in- 
fert the names of all, the fenfibility of others might be wounded^ 
if he flioulcimention thofe of the Rev. ffllliam Mason of Culpe* 
per, John Pinndexter of Louifa, A* Waller of Spotsylvania, fril" 
Ham nrame pi Richmond^ Benjamin 0^/i/>ix of Powhatan, Wil^ 
Ham Richards of Mecklenburg, Josiah Osburne and John Mderson 
of Gratnbr lef^JKlliam Hotvard of Montgomery, john Jinkins 
of Pittfylvania, Jurnntab Moore of Fairfax, and Mr. Jhomas Buck 
of Fredericks Fi^m thefe a prompt and friendly aid was alForde^:. 
and, indeed, fomq|^|€rted themfelves above what could have been 
expected. From the. hiftories of the Kehukee and Ketocton 
Aflociations, extracts hav^ been made as to Portfrnouth and Ke- 
tocton. To their authorii^ he muft therefore exprefs his obliga^ 
tiuns. Mr; L^land's Virginia Chronicle, his manufcript collec* 
tion, &c. were the more valui|ble, becaufe they furniflied matter 
which could not have been eafily, if at all, obtained elfewhere- 

There are fome parts of the hlftory, fuch as treat on churehes^ ^ 
&c. which will not be interelling to many readers j yet to others, 
thefe places may be the moft dcfirable. 

The tables prefixed to each Afiociation, are defigned to exhi- 
bit a compendious view of the churches of which they are corn* 
pofed. 

In treating on churches and affociations, opportunities are of- 
ten taken, of delineating fome living characters, and, thereby, to • 
hold up for imitation the praifewortby properties of good men : 
and, in a few inftances, by exhibiting the true characters of bad 
ones, a warning is offered to the unwary. 

Finally, whatever may be the p^fur^i of bigota and cynicsi 
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the author hopes for the candid and liberal fupport of the fiiends 
of truth and piety ; and for thefe, his book is particularly de- 
figned. 

Notwithftanding great pains have been taken to prevent it^ 
fome grammatical and fome typographical errors have impercepti- 
bly^ crept into this work* Thefe, it is believed, feldon), if ever, 
aff^t tlte fenfe. 
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RECOMMENDATORY LETTER. 



THE following; letter from Rev. Andrew Broaddus, Carolint^ 
and Rcter Nelfon, efq. Profeflbr of Wmgfield Acadenfiy, Hano- 
ver,4s5 fo p^ratifying to the feelings of the author, that he cannot 
v/itWtfrld from publication, the reeommendation of tnen fo capable 
of jljc^ing of the merits of fuch a work* 

hear Sir, AuguftjOth, i8id. 

The e^taraination of your " Hiftory of the Rife and Progrefs of 
the Ba^if^s in Virginia,^' has indeed been to us a pleafmg taski 
not merely as it has afforded its an opportunity of complying 
with the rc^iiifjtion of a friendlhip we highly valuer but, from 
the manner in which the' compilation is executed. 

We are f^r fram intending the complimentary ftyle of recom- 
mendation j when we fay, that we confider this a truly valuable 
and well exea«ted work. The ftyle is perfpicuous, concife, and 
well adapted to hiftory ; the arrangement clear, and happtly cal- 
culated to prevent confufion ; and the matter it contains highly 
important and inttop^ing to every friend of truth and piety.' • 

We cannot conclutTe^jthout congratulating you^ on the com- 
pletion of an undertaking fb laborious as this has been, and the 
public^ on the acquifition or a work, calculated in a confiderable 
degree, to gratify the curious and inform the inquifitive; as well 
as to promote the caufc of tru^ religion. 

Accept the afilirancefB of ottr friendlhip and efteem* 

Peter Nelson, 
"'" ArtdrewMrotiddus. 




CHAPTER I. 

(}f the Origm of Uie Separate Baptists. - . 

T« E Baptists of Virginia originated from thre§ 
sources. The first were emigrants from Eagland, 
who atftDut th© jear 11X4^ settled in the soudi east 
parts of the state. 

Aboitt 1743, aodther party came from M^yfend> 
arid formed a settlement in thojOLorth west. . . 

fiachof these will be treated of in their proper places. 
A third party, from New Epglartd, having acted the 
Kiost distinguished part, firstdemandsouratteatioa.. 

By the preaching of Mr. Whitefield thro' Newr 
England^ a gvTeat work of God. broke out in that coua* 
try, distinguished by the.namieof the New-light-^^tir. 
All who joined in it were Called iVew%A/*r Many 
preachers of the establisiied order, became active in 
the work.. ..Their success was so great, that numbers 
of the parish clergy, who were opposed to the; revival, 
were apprehensive that they should be deserted by all 
'^their hearers* They therefore not only refused them 
the use of their meeting houses, but actually procured 
the passage of a law to confine all preachers tD their 
own parishes..,. This opposition did not effect the in- 
tended object....'! he hearts of the people being touch- 
ed by a heavenly flame, could no longer relish the dry 
parish service, conducted, for the most part, as they 
thought, by a set of graceless mercenaries. 

The Nem^light''.Htir being extensive, a great number 
were converted to the Lord.... These, conceiving that 
the parish congregations, a few excepted, were far 
from the purity of the gospel, determined to form a 
society to themselves. Accordingly they embodied 
many churches.... Into these none were admitted, who 
did not profess vital religion . tJ aving thus separated 
themselves from the established churches, they were 
denominated Separates. Their church government. 
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was entirely upon the plan of the Independents, the 
power being in the hands of the church. They per- 
mitted unlearned mea to preach, provided they mani- 
fested such gifts as indicated future usefulness. They 
were Pedto-^aptistsin principle> but did not reject any 
(^ their members^ who chose to submit to believer's 
baptisnj. ' 

The Separates first took their rise, or rather their 
name, about the year 1 744. They increased very fast 
far:sevtfral years. About'a year aftersthey were or- 
ganized into a distinct society,/ they were joined by 
Shabkl Stearns, who beconiing a preacher, laboured 
amo4ig th^m until 1 75 1 > when . forming acquaintance 
with^some of the Baptists^ he was convinced of the 
duty of believer's baptism. Be^g agood man, to 
know bis 'duty, was -sixfficient to induce hii?i to per- 
form iL The same year in which he was baptised he 
was brdakied, and took the pastoral care of a church. 
Mr. Stcfams and most of the Separates, had strong faith 
in the immediate teachings of the spirit. . They be- 
lie vexl that to those who sought him earnestly, God 
often 'ga\^e et'ident tokens of his will. That such in- 
dications of the divine pleasure, partaking of the na.* 
ture of inspiration, were above, tho' not contrary to 
reasolij aild that folio wing these, still leaning in every 
step, upon thd same wisdom and power by which they 
wei-e first actuated, they would inevitably be led, to the 
accomplishment of the two great objects of a christi- 
an's life, the glory of God and the salvation of men- 
Mr, Steams, listening to some of these instructions of 
Heaven, conceived himself called upon by the A Imigh- 
ty , to inove far to the westward, to execute a great and 
extensive work, iftcited by his impressions, in the year 
1754, he arid a few of his members took their leave of 
N. England. -They halted first at Opeckon, in Berke- 
ley eoluity, Virginia, where he found a Baptist church 
under thecareof tlie Rev. John Garrard,* who receiv- 
edhim kindly. Here also he met his brother in law, tlie 

* "See a«r biography of P. Marshall i 
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Rev. Daniel Marshall, just returned from nis mis- 
sion among the Indians, and^who after his arrivalat this 
place had become a Baptist .-f* . They joined companies 
and settled for a while on Cacapon in hi amphsire coun- 
ty, about 30 miles from Winchester. 11 ere, not meet- 
ing' with his expected success, he felt restless . Some 
of his friends had moved to N orth ( 'arolina/hereceived 
letters from these, informing him, that preaching was 
greatly desired by the people of that country : That in 
some instances they had rode 40 miles to hear one ser- 
mon . He and his party once more got under way, and 
travelling about 200 miles .came to Sandy Creek, in 
Guilford county, N, Carolina. * here he took up his 
permanent residence. Soon after his arrival, viz. Nov. 
22, 17 55, he and his companions, to the number of 1 6, 
were constituted into a church called Sandii Creeks and 
to which Mr. Stearns was appointed pastor. \n this 
little rhurch in the wilderness, there were, besides the 
pastor, two other preachers, viz. Joseph Breed and 
Daniel Marshall, neither of whom wa5 ordained. 

Thus organized, they began their work, kindling a 
fire which soon began to burn brightly indeed, spread- 
ing in a few years over Virginia, North arid South 
Carolina and Geoi'gia* 

The subsequent events, seem completely to have ve- 
rified Mr. Stearns's impressions, concerning a great 
work of God in the West. 



CHAPTER n. 

Front their final sdilement in North Carolina until the 

c&mmencep^eni cf l^fd persecution^ 

» 

The natives round about this little colony of. Bap- 
tists, altho' brought up in the christian religion, were 
grossly ignorant of its essential principles. Having the 
form of godliness, they knew notliing of its power. 

The doctrine of Mr. Stearns and his party was con- 
sequently quite strange. To be born again, appeared 

t See our history of- K^tocton association. -' • 
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to them'as absiupd ss it did to the Jewidli doctor, wh^a 
he askied, if be must tvtter the second time into his 
mother's Womb and Be feom^aim Having alwa^« 
supposed that rfciigi(w consisted ih nothing more thaa 
the practise of its o^tTi^ard datics, they could not 
comprehend how it shqaJd be necessary to feel con- 
viction and coriversioh : lint to be l^le to ascertain 
the tinie and piace oi one's conversion was, in theit 
estimation, wonderful indced-»-llicse points were all 
strenuously Contended ft>r by the fiew preachers. But 
their manner of preacfoing was, if possible, much more 
novel than their doctrines. 1 he Separaies in N . En- ^ 
gland had acquired a very warm and pathetic address, 
accompanied by strong gestures and a singular tone of 
voice . Being often deeply affected themselves while 
preaching, correspondent affections were felt by their 
pious hearers, ^Which were fi-equently expressed by 
tears, trembling, screams; shouts and acclamations. 
A 11 these they brought with them into their new habi- 
tation. The people 'W^rlr greatly astonished having 
never seen things in this wise before*" Many mocked, 
but the power of G od attisndirig them> many also trem- 
bled. J n process of time some' of the natives became 
converts, and bowed' bbediehte to the Rtdeetoer's 
sceptre. These', uniting their labours with the thdsen 
band, a powerful and extensive work broke out.— 
From 16,^ Sandy Creek Chtmch soon svirelled to 606 
members; so mightily grfew the work of God I ' 

Daniel Marshall^ tho' not possessed of great talents, 
was indefati^ble iti his lendcavciurs;"" He sallied but 
into the adjacent neighbourhoods, and piahted the lie- 
deemer's standard in nftany of the strong holds of Satah. 
At Abbot's creek, about 30 miles from Sandy creck^ 
the gospel prospered so largely/ that 'they' petitioned 
the mother church for a constitution^ and for the or- 
dination of Mr. MafrshaU as their pastor.^ The church 
was constituted, Mr. Marshall accepted the call, 
and went to live among them. His -brdination, how- 
ever^ was a inatter of some difficulty; It required a 
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plufjitliigr af dWets to ^aastittiitDc a prcsbytcf y ; Mr. 
Srt^^arn^ w$|s the pn)y ordakted minister among them^ 
in I^NiS dtkmma, iltey vrare inf<Mincd, that there were 
swpkt reguliar Btpfcist prssacher s living on Fedee. 1 o 
0ne of these Mf. Jifce^rns applied, and requested him 
to assist him iii the ordination tif M/. iVlarshall. — 
^Ihis request hf ^ftrnly refitted, declaring that he held 
nofcUowship with *^tearn$'s party: th^^t he believed 
th^m to be a (^orderly set : suffering women to pray 
in pttblie, and permittingevcry ignorant maa to preach 
that chose : that they encouraged noise and confusion 
in their meetings. Application was then made to 
Mr. Henry Ledbetttr, ^ho lived somewhere in the 
southern states, aiid who v/as a brother-in-law of M r. 
Marshall. He and Mr. Stearns ordained Mr. Mar- 
^all to ^e care (rf this n^w church. I'hc work of 
grace continued to spdpad, aiid seVoral preachers were 
raised in N orth t arolim. iimojeig others, was James 
Bead, who was afterwards very successful in Virginia. 
Whenhefirjst begto^o preach he was entirely illite- 
rate, not knowing how to read or write . H is wife be- 
came his instructor, and he iBOcm acquired learning suf- 
ficient to ienable him to read the scriptures. 

J nto thi parts of Virginia, adjiccht to the residence 
of this religious colony^ tiie gospel had bfeen quickly 
carried by Mr. Marshall, lie had baptised several 
in sonie of his first visits. Among them was button 
Lane, who shortly after his baptism, began to preach 
-^ft revival s*3<jcefeded, and Mr. Marshall at one time 
baptised 42 persons. ' In'Augiast I76O, a church was 
constituted under the pastoral care of the Ke v. Out ton 
Lane. ^J'his was the fii^st Separate liaptist C hurch 
in Virginia, md, in some sense, the mother of all the 
rest. The church prospered under the ministry of 
Mr. Lancj aided by the occasional visits of Mr. Mar- 
shall and Mr. Stearns. They endured much persecu- 
tion, but God prospered theni, and delivered them 
out of th^ hands of all their enemies* 

Soon a6:er Mr. Lane *s conversion, the power of God 
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was efiectaal ia the convcrdon of Samuel Harris^, a 
man of great distinction in thwe parts, Besides be- 
ing the burgess of the cotrnty^ and colonel of the mi- 
litia, he held several other offices. Upon being hon- 
oured of God^ he laid aside all worldly honours, and 
became a labourer in the Lord's vineyard. In I759i 
he was ordained a ruling elder. ^ Ff can the time of 
the commencement of his ministry for about 7 years, 
his labours were devoted chiefly to his own and the ad- 
jacent counties. Being often with Mr. Marshall in 
his ministerial journies, he caught the zeal, diligence, 
and indeed the manners of Marshall. His labours were 
crowned with the blessing of heaven wherever he 
went. Steams, tho' not as laborious as Marshall, was 
not idle. He seems to have possessed the talent of 
arranging the materials when collected. He under- 
stood well discipline and church governments. 

Having now constituted several churches, and 
there being some others that exercised the rights of 
churches, tho' not formally orgwiized, Mr. Stearns 
conceived that an association composed of delegates 
from all these, would have a tendency to impart sta- 
bility, regularity, and uniformity to the whole. For 
this prudent purpose, he visited each church and con- 
gregation, and explaining the contemplated plan, in- 
duced them all to send delegates to his meeting house 
the ensuing January, which was in the year I76O. 
Their regulations and proceedings may be seen in our 
account of the General Association. Here it may suf- 
fice to observe, that thro' these meetings, the gospel 
was carded into many new places, where the feme 
of the Baptists had previously spread; for great crowds 
attending from distant parts, naostly through curiosity, 
many became enamoured with these extraordinary 
people, and petitioned the association to send preach- 
ers into their neighbourhoods. These petitions were 
readily granted, and the preachers as readily complied 
with the appointments . Thus the associations became 
the medium of propagating the gospel in new and dark 



pkces. They wert instrumental in another way ^ ia 
advancing tjjith. When assembled, their (jhief em- 
ploymeiit. was. preaching, exhortation, singing, and 
coiiyfrsing abo^t .their y^jcious ex?rtiions in the Ke- 
dcefiwr'^' service, and the attendant success. These 
thilig? so enfla^med the hearts of the ministers, that 
they r!y!«>.uld le^V^e the a€pQciaj;iQn, with a zeal and cqu- 
ts^gpt which no obstacles could impede. 
, : iMr^ Marshall's impressions led him to travel far- 
thpr .^OUth. , Of his success in those quarters, see 
some account in his iHQgraphy . . / 

• Mr. Harris ,was;destinfcd of (God to labour more e?[- 
teasivelyirf Yi^g^i^> ^^ i^ ^^V other state. Having 
done much gpod. iii the circumjjkcent parts, the time 
bad now arrived for him to lei^gihen his cords. In 
Janmry, 17^5,. Allen Wyley,* an inhabitant of Cul- 
pepo', and wh<> h*d heeh baptised by David Thomas, 
hearing of thciSeparade Baptisi^ preachers, travelled 
/com Culpeper^ to Pittsylyania, in order to get one 
iCp: more of them to come and preach in Culpeper. 
He travelled on, scarcely knowing whither he went. 
-An un&e^il hand directed his course. He providential- 
ly fell in withone of Mr. Harriss's meetings. When 
he came into the meeting house, Mr. H. fixed his 
eyes upon him> 'being impressed previpusly that he 
had some extraordi/iaity message,. * He asked him 
whence he qame, &c. Mr. W. told him his errand. 
Upon which, after son>e deliberation, believing him 
to be sent of God, Mr. Harriss agreed to go. Taking 
three days to prppare^ he started with Wy ley, having 
' no meetings on the way, yet exhorting and praying 
at every house where he went. 

Arriving iii Culpeper, his first meeting was at 
Wyley's own house. He preached the first day with- 
. out in^terruption^ and appointed for the next. He the 
next day began to preach, but the opposers imme- 
diately raised violent opposition, appearing with whips, 

* Mr . Wyley i$ now living, and furnished from under his own hand the 
above account. He has maintained ever since an upright character^ as a zea- 
iou9 and pioai» professor. 
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Sticks, clubs, &c. ^as to Mn^er kistabows ; iiic^at^ 
sequence of which he vfcM that night over to Orange 
county, and preaclied widi ijiuch effect* He coQti-* 
nuedmany days preaching from plate ^^plaRt;, attend- 
ed by great crowds, and followed throttgbout his lii^tt^ 
iiigs by sereral persons who had been eidier i^t^lf 
converted, or seriously Awakened, imder the mini^tf);? 
of the Regular' Baptists^ 4ni also by many who h?td 
been alarmed by his own labours : W hen Mr* Harriss 
left them he exhorted them to be sted^t, and a^is^d 
some in whom he discovered talents, t© x^le&netwt 
the exercise of their gifts, arid to hold meetings anfong 
themselves. ' In this ministerial journey, Mfr; tlarriss 
sowed many good seed, yielding aftefwaird^ gr^ 
increase. The young converts took his advi<^> 
and began to hold meetings evei^y Sabbt«h, arwJ ^liriost 
every night in the week, taking a tx^Aotcco houfce .for 
their meetinghouse. After pfocqeding in this way 
for some time, they applied to Mr. E)avidThomas, 
who lived somewhere north of thef R^pipahartnock,4o 
come and preach for them, and teach them the ways 
of God more perfectly; he came, but in his preach- 
ing expressed some disapprobation of the preaching 
of such weak and illiterate persons.* This was like 
throwmg cold w^ter upon their fkming aeal ; they 
took umbrage, and resolved td send once more for 
M r . Harriss . Sometime in the year 1 766, and a short 
time after Mr. Thomases preaching, three of the par- 
ty, viz : Elijah Craig and two others, travelled to Mr. 
Harriss's house, in order to procure, his services* in 
Orange and the adjacent parts, to preach and baptize 
tlie new converts. They found to. their surprise that 
he had not been ordained to the administration of the 
ordinances. To remedy this inconvenience, he car*- 
ried them about 60 miles Into N or th Carolina to get 
James Read, who was ordained. 

There is somethingsingularin the exercises of Mr. 
Read about this time. He was impressed with an 

* Mr. Thoir.as was a man of extensive learning. 
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Opinion that he had frequent teachings from God ; 
and indeed from the account given by himfelf, we muft 
either doubt his veracity, or admit that his impressions 
were fupernaturaL* He declares that refpecting his 
preaching in Virginia:^ for many Weeks, he had no reft 
in his fpirit. Afleep or awake he felt his foul earneft- 
ly imprened with ftrong delire^ to come to Virgmia 
to preach the gofpel.- Iri his dreams he thought that 
God would often fhew him large congregations of Vir- 
ginians aflembled to hear preaching* He was fome- 
times heard by his family to cry out in his sleep, Fir- 
gi7iid, Virginia, Virginia. Mn Graves, a member 
of his church, a good man, difcovering his anxiety, and 
believing his in>pressionst6be from God, offered to ac- 
company him. Juft as they were fixing to come oflr^ 
Mr. Harrifs and the three meffengers mentioned above, 
carne for him to go with them. The circumftances 
fo much referable Peters' call from Joppa to Caefarea^ 
that we can hardly for a fiioment hefitate, in placing 
implicit confidence, in its being a contrivance of di- 
vine wifdom. 

Mr. Read agreed to go, without much hefitation.... 
Oiie of the ineirengers from Spottfylvania went on to 
appoint meetiiigs on the way. The two preachers, 
after filling up fome' appointments in their own 
parts, purfued their contemplated journey, accompa^ 
niedby Mr. Graves and the other two. In about a 
fortnight they arrived in Orange, within the bounds of 
Blue Ruii church, as it now ftands. When they came 
in fight, and faw a very large congregation, they were 
greatly affedled. After a few minutes of prayer and 
reflection, they recovered their courage, and entered 
upon their great work. They preached with much 
effect on that day. The next day they preached at 
Elijah Craig's, where a vaft croud attended. D . Tho- 
mas and John Garrard, both preachers of the Regular 
Order, were at this meeting. The miniflers on both 
fides feemed defirous to unite, but the people were 

* In a manuscript furnifhed from his own hand. 
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againft it ; the larger part fiding with the Separates. 
As they could nbt unite, both parties held meetings the 
next day, being Sabbath, but a fmall diflance from each 
other. Baptifm Was Sdniiniftered by both. Thefe 
things widened the bfeach. Meflrs. Read and Har- 
rifs, however, continued their miniffrations. Mr. 
Read baptii^edr 1 9 the firft day, and more on the days 
following. They went thro* Spottfylvania into the up- 
per parts of Caroline, Hanover and Goochland, fow- 
ing the feeds' of grace and peace in many places. So 
much Were they infpitited by thefe meetings, that they 
made appointments to come again the next year, la 
their lecond vifit, they were accompanied by the Rev. 
DuttoTl Larie, who, affifted them in conftituting and 
organising, the &r ft Separate Baptist Church, be- 
tween Flappalhannbck and Jaiiies River. This took 
place on the 20th of November, 1767* The church 
was called Upper SpottsyUanidy and confifted of twen- 
ty-five members, including all the Separate Baptists 
rJorth of J ames River. This was a mother to many 
other 'Churches. 

Read arid H^rrifs continued to vifit thefe parts for 
about three ye^rs, with wonderful efFeft. In one of 
their vifits, they baptized 75 at one time, and in the 
courfe of oiie of their jou^ni^s, which generally laft- 
ed fevefal w^eeks, th^y baptized upwards of 200. It 
was not uncommon, at their great meetings, for many 
hundreds of men to camp on the ground, in order to be 
prefent the next day. The night-meetings, thro' the 
great work of God, continued very late ; me minifters 
would fcarcely have an opportunity to fleep ; fome- 
times the floor would be covered withperforis, ftruck 
down under Conviction for fin. It frequently happen- 
ed that, when they would retire to reft at a late hour, 
tlicy would be under the neceflity of arifing again, 
thro' the earneft cries of the penitent : there were in- 
flances of perfons travelling more than one hundred 
miles to one of thefe meetings ; to go forty or fifty 
was not uncommon. 
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On account of the great increafe of members, thro' 
the labours of Meflrs. Read and Ijkrrifs, aided by a^ 
number of young preachers, it wa? Found neceflary to 
conftitute fe vera! otHer churches. ^Accordingly on 
the 2d day of Dec. 1769, Lower Spothylvania Church, 
was conftituted, with 154 members, whochofe John 
Waller for paftor : he was cpniecrat^d to fhis office 
June 2d, 1 770. Lewis Craig was confecrated paftor 
to the mother church, Nov. 1770, Blue Run Church 
was cpnftituted Dec. 4th, 1769, and choofing Elijah 
Craig for their paftor, hp was confecrated JVJay 

1771-* 
Read apd Harrifs, particularly the latter, were men 

®f great zeal and indefatigable diligence and perfever- 

ance, in their mafter*s caufe : their fpirit was taught 

by many of the young prophets, in Orange and 

Spottfylvania. Lewis and Elijah Craig, John Waller, 

James Childs, John Burrus, &c. animated by an ardent 

defire for the advancement of their mafter's kingdom, 

fallied forth in every direftion, fpreading the tidings of 

peace and falvation, wherever they went. Mpft of 

theni illiterate, yet illumined by the wifdom* from 

above, they would 4efend and niaintairj the qaufe of 

truth, againft the arguments of the moft profound. 

"Without vifible fword or buckler, they moved on ftea- 

dy to their purpofe, undifmayed by the terrific hofts 

of Satan, backed by the ftrong arm of civil authority. 

Magiftrates and mobs, priefts and fheriffs, courts and 

prifons, all vainly combined to divert them from their 

dbjeft : He that was for them, w:as greater than all 

that were againft' them ; they found, that 

** Prisons would palaces prove, 

** If Jesus would dwell with them there. '^ 

There was an eftablifhfed religion • the Nebuchad- 
nezzars of the age, required all men to bow down to 
this golden image : thefe Hebrev/ children refuied, 

* These foregoing accountSywere taken from manusci ipt$, received from Mr. 
John Leland, J. Walkr, E. Cra>§; jai^^s HeaVl, dec ' 
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and were cfiA into the burning fiery furnace of perfe- 
cution : the Son of Gpd walked with them there, to 
the utter difma.y of their enemies. The decree final- 
ly went forth, that none ijbould be any more forced^ 
to worfhip the golden image# The eilabliihment 
was overearned. 

Their labours were no.t limited to their own coun- 
ties. In Goochland, Mefifrs.; HairiCs and Read, had 
baptized, feveral ; among whpm waa <Reuben Ford^ 
who had profe fifed vital with ^bput 7 year$ before, un-: 
der the miniftry. of the renowned Whitefield and Da^. 
vis. Mr. Ford was baptisscd in the year J 769, by 
Jaci?s Read. , , ^ 

Xh^se plapti^ were watered by the labours of the Spott- 
fylvania preachers^ particularly J. Waller^ who, early 
in his yifita to Goochland, baptised Wm. Webber and 
Jofeph Anthony,, who, with Reuben Ford,, had been 

exhorting, &?• previous to their being baptizco^ h By 
the united labours of thefe feveral fervantsof God, 
the work of godlincfs progreficd in. Gopchland and 
round about. The xonquefts of Jefus,' differ, from 
thofe of the kings of the ?arth ?.. they aim to dettroy 
their enemies : he turns enemies tp friends : he arrefts 
an infuriated Saul from the ranks of: Satan, andmakes 
him an infpiredadvQcate for. that caufe which he once 
deftroyed— Sq it fared with all thefe young pr^eachera. 
They were no fooner captivatqd by the king of Zion, 
than they immediately began tp fight under his ban- 
ner : their fuccefs was coiaamenfurate with their dili- 
gence; many believed anjd werf baptised in Gooch- 
land; infomuch, . that they thought themfelves ripe 
for an independent government, and were according- 
ly conftituted as a church, towards the lajft of the year 
1771. — It w;as called Gooc^/^n^C/mfcA, and contain- 
ed about feventy-five members. /This was the mother 
church of thofe parts, for, fromithaye beenfince conjfti- 
tuted feveral others. Dover and JJcking^hole, were 
both, {hortly after, taken from Goochland church-— 
Wm. Webber became paftor of Dover, which office 



he helc} uQtil Im death in 1808 . Reul^a Ford ad^ 
knimftcred the wbird and ordinaacos, to Goochland and 
LickiBg-hole. ^ 

The Q)rcad of the gofpel h fomewhat likij the fpread 
of fire^ > It does not in all cafes advance regularly ; 
^ut a fpark being ftrock out, flies off and begins a new 
flajne at a diftance^ • In this irianner did the gofpel 
take its rife in the counties of Middle£bx, EiTex and 
the adjacent counties r < One Wnr. MuUin, afterwards 
an ufeful preacher, had moved from Middlefex and 
fettkd in thexountjl^of Amelia. ^^ When the gofpel 
reached Amelia, Mr. MulUn embraced the truth. — 
Comiing afterwards, in 17^9, on* vifit to his relati- 
ons in Middlefex and Eilex^ -by arguments, drawn 
from the fcripture, he convinced his brother John, 
and his brother"- in*-Mw Tames Greenwodd, with fev- 
era! others,^ of the necefuty of being born again. ^ Of 
thefe> fome found peace in believiijg, before they ever 
heard the gofpel publicly preached.; November 1770, 
John Waller and John Burru^, cam^dowiiand preach- 
ed ii> vliddlefex. They continued preaching at, and 
near the fame place, for three days ; grea^ crpwdscame 
put : Waller baptized fiy^* ' Pcrfccution bcgjjntorage. 
Some faid they were deceivers ; others that they were 
good men J > On the fecond day, a tiiagiftrate attempt- 
ed to pull Waller off the ftage, • but the clergyman 
of the parifti prevented it.- ^ The next day, a man 
threw a ftone at Waller while he was preachings the 
ftone miffed Waller and ftruek a friend of the maa 
that threw iti v James Greenwood and others now be- 
gan to hold public meetings, by day and by night*... 
Much good wa^ don^r by, them ; many believed, and 
only waited an opportunity to be biaptized, there being 
no ordained preacher nearer than Spottfylvania. 

In the meantime,^^ the labourers had not been idle in 
that part of the vineyard' South of James River^ The 
two Murphfes^ mz: Wm. and Jofeph, aided by the in- 
defatigable S Harri^, had carried the gofpel into fome 
of If be counts above Pittfylvania, where Rob't. Stock- 
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ton arid fome other preachers, were raifed. S. Harrifs, 
J: Read, jercihiah Walker, &c. had proclaimed the 
tidngs of peace in Hallux, , Charlotte, Lunenburg, 
Mecklenburg,- Amelia, and alpnort all the counties 
above R ichmpnd, on the South sidq of the river- In 
thefe gatherings, there werpimany ufeful and fevtral 
eminent' mihiilers bf the gofpel' brought in, viz: 
John "Williams, John King, James Shelburne, Henry 
Lefter, with fome others. The gofpel was firft car- 
ried here, nearly as it was into Culpeper and Spottfyl- 
vania, viz : In confequence of ^ fpecial ipeflage to the 
preachers from fome of the inhabitants.* They con- 
ilituted the firft church in 1769, with about 40 mem- 
bers, which was called Nottowat/. Mr. Walker Ibon 
moved, and toiok the paftoral charge of them; he bad 
been preaching fometiroe beforerthis, in N, Carolina, 
his native ilatc ; he now moved to Virginia, and for 
fevcral years a6led a confpicuous part in the concerns* 
of the Virginia Baptifts.^f 

CHAPTER III. 

From ihecommenccmcnt of Legal Pcrsecufiarij until the 
Abolition of the Established Church, 

Wii E N the Baptifts firft appeared in N. Carolina and 
Virginia, they were viewed, by men in power, as be- 
neath their notice ; none, faid they, but the weak and 
wicked join them ; let them alone, they will foon fall 
cut am ng themfelves, and come to nothing. In fome 
places -is maxim was adhered to, and persecution, in 
a legal ,li'ape, was neyer feen^ But in many others, 
alarmed by the rapid incrcaie of the Baptifts, the men 
in power, ftrained every penal law in the Virginia code, 
to obtain ways and means, tQ put down thefe difturb- 
ers of the peace, as they were now called. 

It feems by no means certaiii, that any law in force 
ip Virginia, authorifed the imprif^nment of any per- 

• See further account in tbfi JHwtory of the K^^ddU Di^rict Aswciatioo, . 

Nottoway Church. * f See'his Biograpliy. 
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foa fof preachiag. - The law for the preferVation ot 
peace, however, was fo interpreted as to anfwcr this 
purpofe; and, accordingly, whenever the preachers 
were apprehended, it was done by a peace warrant. 
The firftinftance of adtual imprifonment, we be- 
lieve, thit ever took place in Virginia, was in the coun- 
ty of Spottfylvania, On the 4th of June, 1768, 
John Waller, Lewis Craig, James Childs, &c* were 
feized by the iheriff^ and haled before three magis- 
trates, who flood in the meeting houfe yard, and who 
bound them in the penalty of one thoufand pounds, 
to appear at court two days after* At^ court they 
were arraigned as difturber^ of the peace ; on their 
trial, they were vehemently accufed, by a certain law- 
yer, who faid to the court, **May it pleafe your 
worships, these men are great difturbers of the peace, 
they cannot meet a man upon the road, but they 
muft ram a text of fcripture down his throat." Mr. 
Waller inade his own, and. his brethren's defence ix> 
ingenioufly, that they were fomewhat puzzled to 
know how to difpofe of them. They offered to releafe 
them, if they would promife to preach no more in the 
county, for a year and a day* This they refufed ; 
and, therefore^ were fent into clofe jail. As they 
were nioving on, from the court-houfe to the prifon, 
thro' the ftreets of Frederickfburg, they fu ng the hymn 

** Broad is the road that leads to death,'* Sec. 

This had an awful appearance. After four weeks 
confinement, Lewis Craig was releafed from prifon, 
'^nd immediately went down to Williamiburg, to get 
•a* releafe for his companions* He waited on the de- 
puty-governor, the Hon. John Blair, fhated the cafe 
before hini, and received the following letter, diredl- 
ed to the King's attorney, in Spottfylvania : 

* ** SIR,— I lately received a letter, signed by a good nnmber of worthy gen- 
tlemen, who aiiB not here, complaining of the Baptifts ; the particulars of their 
iT>.isbehaviour arc not told, any further than their running into private houfes, 
and making diffentions. Mr. Craig and Mr. Benjamin Waller are now with 
me, and deny tl\e charge : they tell me they are willing to tuke the oaths, 
as others have : I told them I had confulted the attorney-general, who is of 
opinion, that the general court only have a right to grant liceofes, and there- 
i'ore I referred them to the court j but, on their application to r.he attorney ge- 
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ncral, thtfy brought me his httcr, advising me to write td you, ^hat thctr 
petition !Rras a matter of xigbt, wad that yoa may not molest these conscienti- 
ous people, so long as. they behave tlieniseWes in a manner becoming pious chris- 
tians, an4 in obedience to the laws^ till the courts when.they intend tb apply 
for license, and \^hen the gentlement who compiain, may make their .objec- 
tions, and be heard. The afl of tdlieration (it being fmtd by expericnpe, that 
perfecuting diflEenters, increafes their nambers,) has given them a right to ap^ 
ply, in a proper manner, for licensed houses, for the worship of God, accord- 
ing to their consciences ; and I persuade myself, the getttleihen will quietly 
overlook their meetings, till the Court. I am told, tfey adminifter the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord^s Supper, near the manner we do, and, differ in nothiiig 
from our church, but iu that of. Baptism, and their rehewing the ancient diu 
cipliae j by which, they hav<^ reformed fome fmoers, ^aad brought them to be 
truly penitent : N?iy» if a man cif theirs is idle, and negle£ls to labour, and' 
^>rovide for his family as he ou^ht, he incurs their coisures., which ha^e had< 
good effects. If this be their behaviour, it.wei-e to be wi£|ie4» we had some of 
it among us : But, at Icaft, I hope, all may remain quiet, till the Court. 
" I am, with g^reat refpefts to the gentlemen. Sir, " 

<' Vour^humblc servant JOHN BtillR. 

" Williamsburg, July x6, i;68." 

When the letter catnip to the attorney, . he woiild 
have nothing to fay in the affair. Waller, and the 
others, continued in jail 4^ days, and were then dif- 
eharged, without any condition's. While iii prifon, 
they conftantly preached thro' the grates. The mob 
without, ufed every exertion to prevent the people 
from hearing, but to little pur ppfe. Many heard in- 
deed, upon whom the word was in power and demori- 
ftration. 

After their difcharge, which was a kind of triumph^ 
Waller, Craig, and their compeers in die miniftry, re- 
fumed their labours, with redoubled vigour, gathering 
fortitude from their late fufferings 5 thanking God that 
they were counted worthy to fufFer for Chrift and his 
gofpel. Day and night, and indeed almoft every day 
and night, they held meetings in their own and the ad* 
jacent neighbourhoods. The fprcad of the gofpel^ 
and of Baptifl principles, was equal to all their exerti- 
ons ; infomuch, that in very few feftions of Virginia, 
did the Baptiftcaufe appear more formidable to its ene- 
mies, and more confoling to its friends, than in Spott- 
fylvania ; and we may add, fo it is at this day. 

We have already obferved the fpread of the gofpel 
in the county of Goochland, and, that certain promif- 
ing young preachers, were thruft into the work. Ani- 
mated, as they were, with ftrong defires for the welfare 
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of fouls, they could hot reftrain thcmfclves Within the 
limits of one county. In Decenxber 1770,- MefTrs. 
Wm. Webber and Jofeph Anthony, two zealous youfig 
preachers^ pafled James River, into Chefterfield, hav- 
ing been previoufly invited by fomeof the inhabitants. 
They, however, met with rigid treatment ; the ma- 
giftratesj finding that many were turning to righteouf- 
nefs, (to madnefs, as they would have it,) and, that 
thefe young labourersi were likely to do them much 
harm, iiTued warrants, and had them apprehended and 
caft into prifon. The court, requiring them to bind 
themfelves to do, what they could not, in confcience, 
comply with, they continued in jail until the March fol- 
lowing. While in prifon, they did much execution? 
by preaching through the grates ; many people attend- 
ed their miniftry, and many profeffed faith, by Virtue 
of the labours of thefe, this Lord's perfecuted fervants. 
This was the beginning of God's work in the county 
of Chefterfield ; no county ever extended its oppofi- 
tion, and perfecution to the Baptifts, farther than 
this ; and yet, in few counties, have Baptift princi- 
ples prevailed more extenfively, than in Chefterfield'.* 
When Webber and Anthony were let go, they re- 
turned to Goochland, to their own company, and re- 
fumed their great work ; Mr. Webber, however, en- 
joyed his liberty only a few months; he confentedto 
travel with John Waller, on a courfc of meetings, to 
Middlefex ; they arrived in the upper end of Middle- 
fexon the roth of Auguft, 1771 : they came, but 
foon found their was no chance to proceed in their 
work ; while Wm. Webber was preaching from thefe 
wordsi "Shew me thy faith, without thy works, and 
I will shew you my faith, by my works/' a magiftrate 
puihed up, and drew batk his club, with a defign to 
knock Webb6rdown ; fome perfon behind him, caught 
the club, and prevented the mifchief ; having a war- 
rant to apprehend all \vho preached, and being back- 
ed by two fheriiFs, the parfon and a pofle, he fei:;?ed 

* See Middle District Association, Chesterfidd CH'Vrch. 
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Wm. Webber, John Waller, James Greenwood and 
Robert Ware . On the fame day, Thos . Waford, who 
had travelled from the upper country with the prea- 
chers, though no preacher nimfelf, was feverely beat- 
en by one of the perfecutors, with a whip, the fear 
of which, he will probably carry to his grave ; he, 
with the four above named preachers, were tried by 
James Montague* They firft fearched their faddle- 
Dags, to find treafonable papers ; finding none, they 
proceeded to trial, taking them one by one, into pri- 
vate rooms, propofing to them, to give bond and fcr 
curity npt to preach in the county again. Each of 
them exprefsly refufed ; Waford was difeharged, not 
being a preacher; the other four were ordered to pri- 
fon, and being conduded by two fherifFs, they were 
fafely lodged in clofe jail that night, about 9 o'clock. 
The prifon fwarmed with fleas ; they borrowed a 
candle of the jailer -, and, having fung the praifeS of 
that Redeemer, whofe crofs they bore, and from 
whofe hands they expedled a crown in the end j hav- 
ing returned thanks that it was a prifon, and not hell 
that they were in; praying for themfelves, their 
friends, their enemies and perfecutors, they laid down 
to fleep. The next day, being Sunday, many of their 
friends came to fee them, and were admitted into the 
prifon ; James Greenwood preached to them. They 
were well fupplied by their friends with the neceifa- 
ries and comforts for living, which, added to the fcnfe of 
divine goodnefs*that they enjoyed, they had nounplea- 
fant feafon. They gave notice that they would preach 
every Wednesday and Sunday; many came to hear 
them, infomuch, that their enemies began to be en- 
raged, and would frequently beat a drum, while they 
were preaching. 

On Monday the 24th, being court day, they were 
carried to the court-houfe to be tried. A guard at- 
tended them, as if they had been criminals. They 
were not allowed to fpeak for themfelves , but peremp t- 
orily required to give bond and fecurity for good.be- 
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haviour, and, not to preach in the county again for 
one year : thefe terms they exprefsly refufcd, and 
were remanded to prifon, and orders given that they 
fhouid be fed on bread and water ; accordingly, the 

; next day they had nothing elfe, and not enpugh of 
bread ; fo it continued for four days, until the breth- "^ 
ren and friends found it out ; after that, they were 
furnifhed fo plentifully, that they beftowed in boun- 
ty, upon the poor inhabitants of the town. On Sep- 
tember the loth, they were allowed the prifon bounds, 
by which they were much relieved ; . yet they were 
frequently under the neceflity of reforting to the jail, 
to avoid the rage of perfecutors : the Lord daily open- 
ed the hearts of the people ; the rich fent many pre- 
fents, things calculated to nourifh them in their fuf- 
fe rings, and to alleviatp their forrows. Wm* Webber 
fell fick ; this excited the lympathy of their friends 
in a higher degree : they paid him great attention. 
The perfecutors found that the ipiprifonment of the 
preachers, tended rather to the furtherance of the gof- 
pel. They preached regularly in prifon ; crowds atten-*- 
ded ', the preaching feemed to have double weight when 
coming from the jail: rnanyyicweditwithfuperftiti- 
ous reverence, fo that their enemies became defirous 
to be rid of them. Accordingly, on the 26th day of 
September, after having been 30 days in clofe con- 
finement, and 1 6 days in the bounds, they were libe- 
rated, upon giving a bond for good behaviour. 

The rage of perfecutors had in no wife abated ; they 
feemed, fonjetimes, to ftrive to treat the Baptiits and 
their worship, with as much rudenefs and indecency, 
as was poflible . They often infulted the preacher in time 
of fervice, and would ride into the water, and make 
fport, when they adminiftered Baptifm : they fre- 

, qucntly r/abricated and fpread, the moft groundlefs 
reports, which were injurious to the charafters of the 
Baptifts. When any Baptift fell into any improper 
conduit, it was always exaggerated to the utmoft ex- 
tent. On one occafion, when Robert Ware v/as 
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preaching, there pame one Davis and one Kemp, two 
ions of Belial, and ftood before him with a bottle, 
and<irank, offering the bottle to him, curfing him. — 
As foon as he clofed his fervice, they drew out a pack 
of cards, and began to play on the ftage where he had 
been ftanding, w^jfhing him to reprove them, that 
they might beat him.* Notwithftanding thefe fe- 
vere oppofitions, the word of the Lord grew, and 
multiplied greatly. Young preachers were ordained,* 
and churches cohftituted : thq firft of which, was 
Lower King ^ Queen Church, conftituted Odtober 17, 
1772, with 17 members, and on the nth of February 
following, Robert Ware was confccrated as paftor; 
Glebe Landing Church, was alfo conftituted at the fame 
time, and James Greenwood ordained a lay-elder* 
EjcolandPiscatawat/Chnrches, were conftituted in no 
great while after this. Thefe new churches, filled 
with young and inexperienced members, were vifi- 
ted frequently by J. Waller, accompanied fometimes 
by one, and fometimfes another, of the preachers of bis 
own vicinity : his miniftrations were, on the one hand, 
exceeding falutary and comfortable to his friends, but; 
on the other, highly difpleafing to the enemies of the 
Baptifts. They view^ed Waller, as the ringleader of all 
the confufion and difturbance, that had befallen them. 
Great congregations of people attended the Baptift 
meetings, while very few went to the parifh church- 
es. The zealots for the old order were greatly embar^- 
rajSed : If, fay they, tm permit ihem to go on, our 
Church must come to nothing, and yet, if we punish 
them, as far as we can stmtch the law, it seems not to 
deter them ; for they preach through prison windows, 
in spite of our endeavours to prevent it. Sometimes 
the redtor of the parifh, would give notice, that, on a 
certain day, he would prove the Baptists iobtdeceiv^ 
ers, arid their doBrines false. The attempt was of- 
ten made, but they uniformly injured their own 

* It is worthy of note, that these two men both died foon after, ravlngly 
diftracted, each accufing the other o^ leading him into fo deteftable a crime. 

• ^ 
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caufc : their arguments were, generally, drawn from 
the extravagancies of the German Anabaptifts. 'l-o 
this, the Baptifts, in a word replied ; fAfl/ they declaim- 
ed all conneSion with the Anabaptists, and felt them-- 
selves no more responsible for their irregularities, than 
the Episcopalians could feel for th^ fooleries of the Fa-^^ 
pists : that the Bible w^ the criterion ; by that, they 
were willing to stand or fall. Not unfrequently, their 
leading men would attend the Baptift meetings, and, 
would enter into arguments with the preachers : they 
infifted, that their church was the oldeft, and confe- 
quently the beft : that their miniftcrs were learned 
men, and confequently moll competent to interpret 
fcripture : that the better fort, and well informed, 
adhered to them, whilft none, or fcarcely anv except 
the lower order, followed the Baptifts : that they 
were all in peace and friendfliip before the coming of 
the Baptifts ; but now, their houfes and neighbour- 
hoods were filled with religious difputes : that the 
Baptifts were falle prophets, who were to come in 
(beep's clothing. 

To thefc arguments, Waller and the other preach- 
ers, boldly and readily replied : that if they were 
wolves in flieep clothing, and their opponents were 
the true fheep, it was quite unaccountable that they 
were perfecuted, and caft into prifon : it was well 
known that wolves would deftroy fheep, but never, 
until then, that fheep would prey upon wolves : that 
their coming, might indeed interrupt their peace ; but 
certainly if it did, it muft be a falfe peace, bordering 
on deftrudtion ; and, to roijfe them from fuch lethar- 
gy, was like waking a man whofe houle was burning 
over him : that the ciFefts of their coming were fimi- 
lar to thofe fpretold by Chrift, as arifing from the 
propagation of his word, namely, *' that there 
should be five in one houae,. three against two, and two 
against three :^' that, if the higher ranks in focicty, did 
not countenance them, it was. no more than what 
befel their mafter, and his infpired apoftlcs: that 
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rich men in every generation, with fome few excep- 
tions, were enemies to a pure gofpel : but that God 
had declared, that he had chofen the poor of this 
world to be rich in faith : that, it was true, that moft 
of their preachers were unlearned, yet that they had 
evidences that they were called to the miniftry, by the 
will of God : that this, was the moft effential quali- 
fication of a minifter, the want of which, all the 
learning of all the fchools, could not lupply. 

* The Baptist preachers would often retort their own 
inconfiftencies upon them : that while they profefled 
to be Chriftians, they indulged themfelves in the vio- 
lation of moft of the Chriftian precepts : that their com- 
munion was often polluted, by the admiffion of known 
drunkards, gamefters, fwearers, and revellers : that 
even their clergy, learned as they were, had never 
learned the moft effential do<9:rine of revelation^ the 
indifpenfible neceffity of the new birth, or being born 
again : that their public difcourfes, were nothing 
more than moral addrefles, fuch as a pagan philofo- 
pher, unaffifted by the bible, could have compofed. 

Foiled in their arguments, and galled by the re- 
proaches caft upon them, which doubtlefs were often 
done with too riiuch acrimony, they again refortedto 
civil power. In Auguft 1772, James Greenwood and 
Wm. Loval were preaching, not far from the place 
where Bruington Meeting House now ftands, in the 
county of King & Queen, when they were feized by 
virtue of a warrant, and immediately conveyed to pri- 
fon. After the firft day arid night, they were allow- 
ed the bounds. Having continued in prifon fixteen 
days, i. e. until court, they were difcharged, upon 
giving bond merely for good behaviour. At this sea- 
son they received the moft unbounded kindnefs from 
Mr. Harwood the jailer, and his lady. They preached 
regularly while in prifon, and to much purpofe. 

On March 13th, 1774, the day on which Pifcata- 
way Church was conftituted, a warrant was iffued to 

apprehend all the Baptift preachers that were at meet-* 
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ing. A ccordingly, John Waller, John Schackleford, 
Robert Ware and Ivifon Lewis, were taken and car- 
ried before a inagiftrate. Ivifon Lewis was difmifled, 
not having preached in the county ;; the other four 
were fent to<prifon. It appears from Mr, Waller's 
journals, which we have before us, that while in pri- 
fon, God permitted them to pafs through divers and 
fiery trials ; their minds, for a feafon, being greatly 
harrafled by the enemy of fouls. They however, from 
fir ft to laft of their imprifonment, preached twice a 
week, gave much godly advice to fuch as came to vi- 
fit them, read a great deal, and prayed almoft with- 
out ceafing. In their ftated devotxpn, morning, noon, 
and night, they were often joined by others. They 
continued in clofe confinement from the 13th to the 
21 ft of March, which was court day; being brought 
to trial, they were required to give bond and fecurity 
for their good behavior for 1 2 months, or go back to 

Erifon. Ware and Shackleford gave bond and went 
ome ; Waller being always doubtful of the propri- 
ety of giving any .bond whatever, determined to go 
back to jail. 

The trials of this man of God were now greater 
than eVer. Deferted by his brethren, Scoffed and 
perfecuted by his enemies, locked up with a fet of 
drunken, profane wretches, he had no alternative 
but to commit himfelf to the hands of Omnipotence, 
and wait his deliverance- After remaining in prifon 
14 days, he gained his own confent to give bond, aftd 
go home. 

We have thus ftated a few inftances of the fufFer- 
ings of God's minifters, in thofe times : time and 
Ipace would fail to enumerate them all ; many of 
them, however, will be rehearfed, in treating upon 
the churches, and in the biography of fome of the 
fufterers. The trial and imprifonmqnt of all the reft, 
differ only in fmall matters froni thofe already def- 
cribed. From the beginning, the Baptifts were un- 
remitting in their exertions to obtain liberty of con- 
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fcience : they contended that they could not be im - 
prifoned by any exifting law: that they were entitled 
to the fame privileges that were enjoyed by the dif- 
fenters in England ; their judges, however, decided 
otherwife, and as there was no regular appeal, the 
propriety of that decifion, has not been legally afcer- 
tained ; the prevailing opinion in the prefent day, is, 
that their imprifonment was.,tinlawful ; when they 
could not fucceed in this way, they reforted to the 
general court, for the purpgfe of obtaining licenfed 
places for preaching, &c. agreeable to the toleration 
law in England. 

It was, in mafa'ng thefe attempts, that they were fo 
fortunate as to intereft in their behalf, the celebrated 
Patrick Henry ; being always the friend of liberty, 
he only needed to be informed of their oppreffion ; 
without hefitation, he ftepped forward to their relief. 
From that time, until the day of their complete 
vcmancipation, from the {Hackles of tyranny, the Bap- 
tifts found in Patrick Henry, an unwavering friend.. 
May his name defceed to pofterity with unfullied ho- 
nour ! After fome difficulty, they obtained their ob- 
jed:, and certain places were licenfed accordingly. — 
But to a people, prompted as the Baptifts were, with 
unwearied zeal for the propagation of the gofpel, a 
few licensed places in each county, was but a fmall 
acquifition ; they thirfted for the liberty to preach 
the gofpel to every creature. 

In the meantime, every thing tended to favour their 
wiflies : their perfecution fo far from impeding, real- 
ly promoted tneir caufe : their preachers had now 
become numerous, and fonie of them were men of 
confiderable talents. Many of the leading men fa- 
voured them ; fome from one motive and fome from 
another : their congregations were large^ and when 
any of their men of talfents preached, they were crow- 
ded. The patient manner in which they fuffered per-' 
fecutiori, raifed their reputation for pi^ty and good- 
nefs, in the estfmation of a laige majority of the peo- 
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f>lc. Their numbers annually iAcreased in a surprising 
degree. £very month, new places were found by 
the preachers, whereon to plant the Redeemer's ftaa- 
dard; In these places, although but few might be- 
come BaptiftSj yet the majority would be favourable. 
Many that had expressed great hostility to them, up- 
on forming a more close acquaintance with them, pro- 
fessed to be undeceived* We have already seen, that 
the firft Separate Baptift Cliurch, North of James Ri- 
ver^ was formed in 1767, and the second in 17^9; 
So tliat, at the . commencement of the year 1770, 
th^re were but two Separate Churches in all Virginia, 
North of James Hiver ; and we may add, there were 
not more than about four^ on the South side, in 1 77^^y 
by referring to the history of the geileral association, 
we find, that there were 30 on the Souths and 24 ort 
the North fide,thatfentletters,&c. to the aflbeiation; 
besides a probability of* several that did not associate. 
Thismuftbc considered a Very rapid increase, for sp 
short a time. The Baptift ihtereft incrieased in a much 
greater proportion. So feyoiirable did their prospedts 
appear, that towards the close of the year 1774> 
they began to entertain serious hopes, not only of ob-- 
taining liberty of conscience^ butj of actually over- 
turning the church eftablifhment, from whence, all 
their oppressions had arisen* Petitions for this pur- 
pofe were accordingly drawn, and circulated with 
great induftry* Vast numbers readily, and indeed ea- 
gerly, subscribed to them. 'J'he great success and ra- 
pid increase of the Baptifts in Virginia, muft be af- 
cribed primarily, to the power of God working with 
them. Yet it cannot be denied, but, that there were 
subordinate and co-operating causes ^ one of which, 
and the main one, was the loose and immoral deport- 
ment of the efiablifhed clergy, by which, the people 
were left almoft deftitiite of even the shadow of true 
religion* *Tis true> they had some outward forms of 
worlhip, but the essential principles of chriftianity, 
were, not only not underflood among them, but by 
many, never heard of. Some of the cardinal precepts 

D 
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of morality, were disregarded, and dftions plainly 
FoAidden by the N ew 'i eftament, were often pro- 
claimed by the clergy, harmless and innocent, or at 
worft, foibles of but little Account* Having no dis- 
cipline, every man followed the bent of his own incli- 
nation. It was not uncommon for the rectors of pa- 
riflies, to be men of the loosest morals, llie Baptift 
preachers were> in almost every respect, the reverse 
of the eftabliflied clergy. The Baptist preachers 
were without learning, without patronage, general- 
ly very poor, very plain in their dressj unrefined in 
their manners, and awkward in their address ; all of 
which, by theirenterprising zeal and unwearied per- 
severance, they either turned to advantage, or pre-- 
vented their ill effefts. On the other hand, most of 
' the ministers of the establishment were men of classi- 
cal and scientific educations, patronised by nien in 
poXver, connected with great families, supported by 
Competent salaries, and put itxto o^Sce by the strong 
arm of civil power. 'J hus. pampered and secure, the 
men of this order, Wert rolling on the bed of luxury, 
v/hen the others began their extraordinary career.-^ — 
Their learning, riches, power, &c. seehied only to has- 
ten their overthrow, by producingan unguarded heed- 
lessness, which is so often the prelude to calamity and 
downfall. 

We are not to Underst^iid, that this important eccle- 
siastical revolution, wasefiected wholly by the Baptifts 
- — They were certainly the moft a<9:ive ; but they were 
also joined by other dissenters . K or was the dissent- 
ing interest, all united, by any means, at thait time, 
equal to the accomplishment of such a revolution 5 we 
muft turn our eyes to the political state of the country, 
to find adequate causes for such a change* 

The Britifh yoke had now galled to the quick : and 
the Virginians, as having the moft tender necks, were 
among the first to wince*. Republican principles 
had gained much ground, and were fast advancing to 
superiority ; the leading men on that side, viewed the 
established clergy, and^e established religion, as in* 
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separable appertdages of Monarchy i pnt of the pil- 
lars by which it >vas supported, Tbedisseaters, at 
least the Baptifts, werg repubjieaiis from interest^, a? 
well ^s prmciple ; it was kiK>wn th^t their influence 
was great an^ong the cpmmpn people ; ^nd the cooi- 
inon people of <?yery country are, more of kss> repub- 
licans, To resist British oppreffions effectually ; it 
was neces:sary to Jfootfie the minds of the peopk by ^ve- 
ry species of policy. The d^^senters were too pow- 
erful to be slighted, and they were top v/atchful, to- 
be cheated, by an ineffectual sacrifice, There had been 
a time, when they wo\ild h^ye been Wtisfied, to have 
paid their tithes^ if they could have bad liberty of 
conscience ; but npw^ the crisis was such, that noth- 
ing less than a total overthrow of all ecclesiastical dis- 
tinctions, would satisfy their sanguine hopes. Hav- 
ing started the decaying €difice,reyery 4issenter put 
to his flioulder, to pufh it ipto irretrievable ruin,— 
The revolutionary party found that the sacrifice muft 
]be made, and they made it. 

It is said however, a«d probaWynof without truth, 
that many of the Ji].piscopalians who voted for abolifh- 
ing the gftabli/hment, did it, npon an expectation 
that it would he succeeded by g ^ener^l assessment : 
And consideriiig, that moft of the men of wealth were 
pn that side, they supposed that their funds would be 
lessened very little. Tliis, it appeajed in the sequel, 
was a vain expectation, Tlie people having €>nce sha** 
ken off their fetters, would not again permit them- 
selves to be bound. MorepyCf , the wafnpw rising 
to ks hyesight, they were in too piuch need of funds, to 
permit any of their resources, tp :be . devoted to any 
other purpose, during that period ; and, we ihall seCj, 
that when it was attempted, a few years ^ter the exr 
pirationof the war> the people set their faces ggainst 
it . H a ving thus mentipned the establishment, it will 
be prosper to treat more fully, respecting the origin 
^nd nature of those laws, by which it arose and fell. 

Our ancestors, being chiefly eniigrants from Jin- 



gland^ brought with them all that religious intolerance 
which had so long prevailed in the mother country. — 
■I'hus we see, that the first care of our early legislatures 
was to provide for the church of F'ngland, as establish- 
ed by the act of parliament. By the first act of l6-i3^ 
^it is pravided that, in every plantation, or settlement, 
there shall be a house or room set apart for the worfhip 
of G od. But, it soon appears that this worihip was only 
to be according to the canons of the church of England, 
to which a strict uniformity was enjoined. A person ab- 
senting himself from divine service, on a S unday, with- 
out a reasonable excuse, forfeited a pound of tobacco ; 
and he that absentedhimselfamontn, forfeited 50 lbs. 
Any minister who was absent from his church above 
two months in a year, forfeited half his salary ; and he 
who absented himself four months, forfeited the whole. 
"V^'hoever disparaged a minifter, vvhereby the minds of 
his parishioners might be alienated, was compelled to 
pay 500 lbs. of tobacco, and a§k the minister's pardon 
publicly in the congregation. No man was permitted 
to dispose of any of his tobacco, till the minister was 
satisfied^ under the penalty of forfeiting double his part 
of the minister's salary, 

The first allowance made to the ministers was ten lb. 
of tobacco and a bufhel of corn for each tithable ; and 
every labouring person, of what quality or condition 
soever, was bound to contribute. 1 n the year 1631, the 
assembly granted to the ministers, besides the former 
allowance of ten pounds of tobacco and a bufliel of 
corn, the 20th calf, the 20th kid, and the 20th pig 
This was the first introduction of tithes, properly so cal- 
led, in Virginia. But it did not continue long ; for, in 
1633, the law was repealed. 

To preserve the ^* purity of doctrine; and unity of the 
church,*' it was enacted in 1643, that all ministers 
should be conformable to the orders and constitutions 
of the church of England, and that no others be per- 
mitted to teach or preach publicly or privately. It 
was further provided, that thp governor and council 



should take care that all non^conformuis, departed the 
colony with all convenicncy. 

1 -he statute of England ot the 3d of James I. against 
popish recusants, was also adopted in the year 1643. 
This statute, declared that no popiflx recusant should 
exercise the office of secret councellor, register, com- 
missioner (a term then used for justices of the peace), 
surveyor, or sheriff, or any other public office. Nor 
should any person b^ admitted into any of those offi- 
ces, before he had taken the oaths of allegiance and 
supremacy- The same act of assembly, by which the 
statute of 3d James L was adopted, further declared, 
that if any person should assume* the exercise of any 
of those offices, and refuse to take the said oaths, he 
should be dismissed, and moreover forfeit 1000 pounds 
of tobacco. No popifti priest thereafter arriving in 
the colony, was permitted to remain more than five 
days, if wind and weather permitted his departure. 

During the existance of the commonwealth of En- 
gland, the church government of Virginia experien- 
ced an important change* Instead of enjoining obe- 
dience to the doctrine and discipline of the church of 
England, no injunction in favour of any particular sect 
appears. Every thing relating to. the affairs of the 
church, was left at the entire disposal of the vestry, 
who being elected by the people, it may, in effect, be 
said that the people regulated their own church gov- 
ernment. 

I'he above law paffed at the March session 1 657-^8. 
But only two years afterwards (at the March session 
1659-60), when the Quakers first made their appear- 
ance in Virginia, the utmost degree of persecution 
was exercised towards them. No master of a vessel 
was permitted to bring in a Quaker, under the penal- 
ty of 100/. sterling; all Quakers were imprisoned with- 
out bail or mainprize, till they found sufficient secu- 
rity to depart the colony j for returning, they tvere di- 
rected to be provided against as contemners of the laws 
and magistracy, and puniihed accordingly ^ and if they 
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ibould come ia a third time, they w^ere to b^ prosccu-^ 
ted as felons. Ml persons were prohibited under the 
penahy of ityoL siextiag fk>m entertaining them, or 
permitting their assemblies iii or near their hoiises ; 
and no person was permitted to dispose of, or publish ^ 
any books or pamphlets confaimng the tenets of their 
religion. An awful memento of th« danger of givt 
ing to the civil authority; power over th^eonscienees 
of the people ! 'i'his scyere law against the^^uakers, pa^r 
sed during the commonwealth, when the people were 
unrestrained in matter^ of religion 5 but it happened 
in this case, as it generally ha«^ who^c the civil pow- 
er undertakes to interfere at all,, that the- ruling pi^r- • 
ty in the state, will tolerate no neligion in the churchy 
but their own. 

A levy of 1 5 lb. of tobacco per poll was laid, in the 
. year 1655, upon all tithables ; the surplus of which, 
after paying the minister's salary, wias to be laid out 
in purchasing a glebe and ^tock for the minister.-— 
This law was re-enacted in the revisal of > 6 57 • A fter 
the restoration of (iharles II. which happened on the 
29th of May r66o, a temporanrppyision wa« again 
made for the established. churcn. 

In the year 1661 j the supremacy of tiie church of 
England, was again fully ^stablifhed- 1 he iirs^t nine 
^cts of the session held in March 1661-2, are devoted 
to that subject. A church was to be built in each 
parish ; and vestries appointed. Glebes were direct-* 
ed to be procured for the ministers, and convenient 
houses built thereon 5 in addition to which, their sa^- 
laries were fixed at 8d/. per annum, at least, besides 
their perquisites . N o minister vras permitted to preach, 
unless he had received ordination from some bishop in 
England. If any person, without su<:h ordination/at- 
tempted to preach publicly or privately, the governor 
and council might suspend and silence him ; and, if he 
persisted, they were empowCTcd to Btnd him out of 
the country. In those parishes, where there was not 
a minister to of&ciate every Sunday, zrmd& was to he 
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iftpjiomted, whose <ittty it wa§ to read divine service 
^veryintervemrig Sunday • - Th^ litargy, according to 
•thecanoi^ of the chnrch of Englaiifd, v^As to be read 
every Sunday by the minister <^ read^f ; and the ad- 
•minisftrationof the feacram^nts was to he dulyobserv*- 
•ed. No other catechism than that, inserted in thtf 
book of commo*n prayer, could he taught by the rni- 
hister ; nor could a reader attempt to expound that, 
or the scriptures. Minivers wei^e coft^pelled to preach 
*vefy Sunday j o^ 'Sunday ina iBonfh, at the iJ ha- 
^\t if any, and f he others at the parish church ; and 
twicte ^a year he was c©itipeHed *o administer the «abra- 
ii[ife!itof the I ord*s supper. Every person Was com- 
pelled 'to>a4:t^ndHAur<:h every .Sunday^ under -the pc-* 
laalty of /iiOlb. ol* tofeacco/ iBut't^udce^i^ and fion*- 
eottfertnis ts were Jkble to the penaide^ of the statute ^ 
^^SdWiz^hothy-^^ WL ^erling far every 

Itobnth's absence^ -and, moreover^ for twelve months' 
'absenee,'t0 give se^mity for dieir gmd behaviour. — 
Queers were further liable to a fine of 200 lbs. of 
tobacco, for each one found at one a£ their meetings ; 
and in ease of the insolvency of any one of them, 
.those who were able -were to pay for die insolvents.* 

r 
*  —. 

Various other laws passed between the above pe- 
riod, and the coniixiencenieht o/ the American re vo- 
Jution, by which the established religion of the church 
of Rngl?uidwas protected by the state. The salary of 
the ministers was first settled at 16 thousand pounds of 
tobacco, in the year 16^6, be levied by -the vestry 
on tl:ie tithables o£ their^ parifli, and so continued 
to the revolution. Any minister admitted into, a 
^rifh, was entitled to all the spiritual and tem- 
poral rights thereof ; and might maintain ai^ action 
against any person who attempted to disturb him 
in his possession. 

The same acts provided for the purchase of glebes 
for the ministers. 

* See Hening's statute at large, vol. I. & II. for the above iaws. * . 
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. Though the toleration law, k not bfelieved to have 
been strictly obligatory in Virginia, yet, as was fre-* 
quently the<jase, at that period, it was .acted under in 
many instances. . ./Iliat it was doubt fulwhtthcr acts jof 
parliaiment respecting religion, were in force in Virgin 
'nia, appears; by the act of October 1776, ch. 2, sec. f. 
Even this act of toleration, is, a most flagrant violation 
of religious freedom.^ 

A t theOctober session l776, the first law passed suSr 
pending the payment of the salaries formerly allowed 
to the ministers of the church of England. The pre- 
amble to this act is worthy of cewasideration, and w^ 
probably drawn by Mr* Jefferson, who was then ^ 
member. A tiumber of memorials from different re- 
ligious societies, dissenterjs from the church of Eng- 
land j were presented to this assembly, praying to be exr- 
empted from the payment of parochiai dues to the 
church of England, and for the abolition of the estab- 
lished church. In opposition to these, there was a me- 
morial from the clergymen of the church pf England, 
praying that the establishment might be continued* 
. These memorials formed the basis of the act of that 
session above mentioned. This act, "for. exempti^ 
^* the ^diiFererit "societies of dissenters from contribu- 
" ting to th^-sapport*and maintenance of the church, 
'^ as by law establiMxed, and its n^inisters,'' was pre- 
ceded by a set of resolutions, recognizing the same 
principles which were afterwards engrafted into the 
act itself. It does not appear by what majority this 
act passed, as the ayes and noes were not taken onit- 
At the May session I777> the payment of the sdaries 
allowed to the clergy of the church of England, was 
further suspended ; and at the October session 1779* 
so miich of every act as related to the salaries formerly 
given to the clergy of the church of England, was re- 
pealed. 

The question, as to the propriety of a general assess- 
ment, had long been much agitated, and a great variety 
of opinions existed respecting it. By the 5th section of 
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the adl of October 1776, which iirfl: fufpended the 
payment of the falaf ies alibwed to the clergy of the 
church of England^ this queftidn as to a general af- 
feiEnent is exprefsly left undecided; 

In 1784i the fubjedt of a general affeflmeht was 
again revived; A billi w^hich had for its object the 
coridpelling of every perfon to contribute to fdme re- 
ligious teacher, was introduced into the Hoafe of De- 
legates; under the title of " ABill^ eftabliihing pro- 
vifion for the teachers of the Chriftian religion ;' but 
. on its third reading, it Was poftponed till the fourth 
1'hurfday in November then next. Ayes 45, Noes 38. 
The following resolution was immediately afterwards 
adopted. '^ Resolved, th^t the engrofled bill eftab- 
*"' liihinga provifion for the teachers of the Chriftian 
'* religion^ together with the names of the ayes and 
*** noes on the queftion of poftponing the third iread- 
** ingof the faid bill to the fourth Thurfday in No- 
^^ vember next, be publifhed in hand-bills^ and twelve 
** copies thereof delivered to each men^bef of the Ge- 
^^ rteral Aflembly, to be diiiributed in their refpedtive 
** counties ; and that the people thereof, be requefted. 
^' to iigriiiy their opinion refpedipg the Adoption of 
^' fiicha bill to the next feffioribf aflemBly/* 

The abovd refolution drew forth a number of able 
and animated memorials from religious focieties of 
different denominations^ againff: the general afleff- 
iperiti Among a great Variety of eonipoiltions, pof- 
f^fling different degreed of meritjii paper drawn up 
by Col; Jam^s Madifoh (now Pf elident of tlie United 
States)^ intituled " A Meinofial and Remoiiftfance," 
will ever hold a mofk diftinguifhed place. ^ For ele-. 
gance of fiyle* ftreftgth of reafoiiinfri ahd jpiirity of 
principle, it has, perhaps, seldom been equalled ; 
certainly never furpaffed by any thing in the JEriglifh 
language; 

The fehtiments of the people appearing to^be de- 
cidedly againft a general affeffinerit, the queftion wa's 
given up forever. 
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At the faiiic fcffion, however, (06k* 1 784,) in which 
the bill providing for a general afleiTment failed, an 
aft pafled for ** Incorporating the Froteftant Epifco- 
pal Church/' This bill paffed the HOufe of Dele- 
gates by a fmall majority only, being ayes 47, noes 
38 j but in 1786, it was repealed. By the repealing 
law, the property belonging to all religious focieties^ 
was fecured to thofe focieties refpedlively, who were 
aixthorifed to appoint from time to time, according 
to the rules of their feft, truftees, for the managing 
and applying fuch property to the religious ufes of the 
fociety* And all laws, which prevented any religious 
fociety from regulating its own difcipUne, were re-- 
pealed^ 

Unddr the did ecclefiaftical eftablilhment, no per- 
jfon could celebrate the rites of matrimony, but a mi- 
iiifter of the dhurch of England, and according to the 
ceremony prefcribed in the book of common prayer. 
Cafes, however, frequently occurred, efpecialiy du- 
ring the war, where the marriage eerembny.was per- 
formed hy others^ This gave rife toan adt of OAo- 
ber 1780, which declared all former marriages cd!e- 
brated by diffenting miriifters good and valid in law;r 
and authorifed the county courts to licenfe diflentinj 
minifterS of the gofpel, not exceeding four to ead 
fed, to celebrate the rites of matrimony within their 
counties only* It was not until the y^ar 1784, that 
the diflenters Were put on the fame footing as all 
other perfons; with reipedt to celebrating the rites of 
liiatrimonyi By this ad:, the marriage ceremony 
might be performed by a^ny minifter licenfed to preach, 
adcordirig to the rules of the fed of which he pro- 
feffed toi)e a ihembef . The fame ad has been incor- 
porated ift the late revival of oiir laws *^ 

The legillafure, of 1798, Repealed all laws Veiling 
property in the hand^ of any religious fed. By 
which the Epifcopaliaiis W<5fe deprived of th? glebes, 
Sec. by whidiall religious feds were pltt into a Hate 
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of perfed ecjuality, as it refpeded tlje favours of gov^ 
ernment-* 



, CHAPTER IV. 

From the Abolition fif the Established Church to the pre^- 
sent times, being the end of the General History of the 
Separate Baptists. 

Th e war, though very propitipus to the liberty of 
the Baptifls, had an. oppofite effigdl upon the life of 
religion, among them. As if perfecution was more 
favourable to vital piety, than unreftrained liberty, 
they feem to have abated in their zeal, upon being 
unfliackkd from their manacles. This may be af- 
cribed' to fev^ral caufcs : Both preachers and people 
wfere fo much engrofled, with anxious thoughts;^ and 
fchf mes for eiFecting the revolution, as well as with 
alternate hopes and fears for thp event, it was not 
probable that religion ijiould pot Iqfe fprr>e pprtion of 
its influence upon the minds of profeiTors thus divi- 
vided. The downfal of Jeremiah Walker,'f and 
fome other preachers of lefs note, tqgether with the 
contentions arifing from Waller's defpctipn,:J; contri- 
buted, not a littlj^, towards Ramping the zeal of the 
l^aptiils. Having loft fome of their champions in If- 
racl, they could not, with the fame bolanefs, face 
their enemies. Perhaps we may s^dd, that niany did 
not rightly eftimate the true fource of liberty, nor 
afcribe its attainment to the proper arm. In confe- 
quence of which, God fent them liberty, and with it, 
leannefs of foijL T|iis chill to their religious affec- 
tions, might have fubfided with the war, or perhaps 
fponer, if there had not bpen fubfequent occurrences, 
which tende4 to keep them down. The opening a 
free trade by peace, fe^ved as a ppwerful bait, to en,- 

• • Most of the above history of the laws of Virginia, respefting rcVigion, 
HlfM furnifhed by Wm* W. Hctiing, Efq. 

f See Walker's biozrapfay, J See Wallet's biography. 
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trap profeffors who were in any great degree, inclin*! 
ed to the purfuit of wealth. Nothing is more com- 
mon, than for the iqcreafe of ricl^es, to produce a . 
decreafe of piety. Speculators feldom make w^rm 
chriftians* Kentucky and the Weftern C oun try took 
off many of the preachers, who had once been, eijc- 
cee'ding fuccefsful in the miniftry. From whatever 
caufe, certain it is, that they fufFerfe^ ^ very wintry * 
feafon. Withfome few exceptions, the d^clen^ipn • 
was general* throughout the ftate. The love of ma^? > 
ny waxed cold. Some of the watchmen fell, others . ' 
ftumbled, any many flumbered at their pofts. Iniqui- 
ty greatly abounded; Aflbciations were but thinly 
attended, and the bufinefs badly condudcd^ God 

; has left many prom ifes, that he will not always chide* 
nor be angry with his people ; that he will turn again 
the captivity of Zion, &c. The long and great de^- 
clenfion, induced many to fear, that the times of re^ i 
frefliing would never come, but that God had whol- 
ly forfaken them. 

Their enemies likewitc often reproached them, fay- 
ing : ** Where is the promife of his coming. W^ 
believed and faid they would come to nothing, and 
pur prediftion is faft fulfilling/' But, let God be 
true Q,nd every man a liar. The fet time to favour 
Zion, at length arrived, and as the declenfion had- 
been general, fo alfo was the revival. It may be 
confidered as having begun in 1785, on James River. 
It fpread, as fire among ft ubble. Continuing for fc-. 
veral years, in different parts: very few churches 
were without the blefSng : How great the change ! 
When religion was down, nothing but lamentations; 
mixed with groans and tears, could be heard, from 
its zealous advocates. Oh ! that it were with us as in 
days paft, when the candle of the Lord fhined upon 
us. ^* Hqw is the gold becqme dim^ how i^ 'Ac most 

fine gold changed /" This cry was reverfed, fo foon 
as Heaven fmiled. ** We are a^ men that dream.... 
This surely is too great to be real. Our mouths are 
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filled with laughter^ and aur tongues mih singing/^ 
On the part of the many who were convidte^ in the 
congregations, you could hear earneft cries for me^r- 
cy, with many tears and lamentations. From lip5, 
that had previoufly been employed in blafphemy, yoa 
would hear, ■' What shall we do to he saved. God he 
merciful to me a sinner.'- In a time of revival, there 
are but few w|io go to naeetings, that are not more 
or Ipft afFe(fl(?d. $om? irtdeied, are much exafperated, 
and pall it hypocpfy, deluiion, enthufiafm, &c, — r 
Yet even pf thefe^ \t 4oes not unfrequently happen, 
that fome will become deeply convicted, and finally, 
profefs that faith which they once defpifed. Thp 
manner of conducing the gene|:al revival, was fomeh^ 
what extraordinary t ^ It wa§ not unufual, to have a 
lai^e proportion of fi congregation, proftrate on the 
floor; and, in fbme inftances, they have loft the ufe 
of their limbs : No diftindl: articulation could be 
heard, unlefs from thofe immediat(?ly by ; Screarhs, 
cries, groans, fongs, ihouts, and hozannas, notes of 
grief and notes of joy, all heard at the fame time, 

. made a heavenly confufion, a fort. of indcfcribable 
concert. Even the wicked and unenlightened, were 
aftonifhedy and faid, the Lord hath done great things 
for this people. At aflbciations and great meetings, 
where there were feveral minifters, many of them 
would exercife their gifts at the fame time, in differ- 
ent parts of the congregation; fome in exhortation ; 
fome in praying for the diftreifed; and fome in argu- 
ment with oppofers. At firft, many of the preachers 
did riot approve of this kind of work. They thought 
it extravagant. Others fanned it, as fire from heaven^ 
It is not unworthy of notice, that in thofe congrega- 
tions, where the preachers encouraged thefe exerci- 
fes to much extent, the work was more extenfive, 

^ and greater numbers were added. It muft alfo be 
admitted, that in many of thefe congregations, no 
little confufion and diforder arofe, after the revival 
had fubfided. Some have accounted for this by an 
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old maxim : JFJiere muck good is done, much evil^pill 
aha be dove : IVhere God sows mam; good seed, the 
emnnj zdlhow many tares. Be it as it may, certain 
it is, that many minifteirs, who laboured earneftly to 
get Chriftians into their churches^ were afterwards 
much perplexed, to get out hypocrites. Perhaps the 
beft concluiion is, to avoid either extreme. A ftifF 
formality, or an inordinate confiifion, ought each to 
be {hunned. A fcriptural and rational animation is 
from God, and ought to be indulged and encouraged. 
Yet vigilance ought to be ufed, to keep off adual 
fanatifm, as being the eiFeft of natural and unenlight- 
ened emotions. 

It has been aheady faid, that this revival commenr 
ced in the year 1785. It continued fjpre^ading, until 
about 1791, or 1792. Thoufands were converted 
and baptized, befides many who joined the Mctho- 
difts and Pre/by terians. The Proteftant Epifcopali- 
^ns, altho' much dejected, by the lols of the eftah- 
lifhment, had neverthelefs, continued their public 
worship, and were attended by refpedlable congre- 
gations. But after this revival, their fociety fell faft 
into diflblution. This revival among the Baptifts, 
did not produce as many young preachers, as imight 
have been expedled. Mr. Leland, in his Virginia 
Chronicle, from which many .of the foregoing re- 
marks have been taken, makes the following obfer-. 
vation : 

*^ In the late great additions, that have b^en made 
to the churches, there are but few, who have engaged 
in the work of the ministry . Whether it is because 
the old preachers stand in their way ; or, whether it 
i^ because the people do not pray the Lm^d of the har^ 
vest, to thrust out labourers ; or, whether it is not ra^ 
thera judgment of God upon the people, {or neglect -^ 
ing those, who are alreadii in the work, not communis- 
eating to them in all good things, I cannot say.'* 

From this revival, great changes took place among 
the Baptifts, fome for the better, snd others, for ^e 
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worfe. Their preachers were become . much more 
corredt in their manner of preaching : A great many- 
odd tones, difgufting whoops and awkward geftures, 
were difufed : In their matter alfo, they had more of 
found fenfe and ftrong reafdning. Their zeal was 
lefs mixed with enthufiafm, and their piety became 
more rational . They were much more . numerous^ 
and of courfe, in the eyes of the world, more refpec- 
table. Befidcs, they were joined by perfons of 
much greater weight, in civil fociety -.Their con- 
gregations became more numerous, than thofe of any 
other Chriftian feft; and in fhort/ they might be 
confidered, from this period, as taking the lead in mat- 
ters of religion, in many places > of the ftate. This 
<:ould hot, but influence their manners and fpirit^ 
more or lefs. Accordingly, a great deal of that fim- 
plicity and plainnefs, that rigid fcrupulofity about lit- 
tle matters^ which fo happily tends to keep us at a 
diftance from greater follies, was laid afide. Their 
mode of preaching, alfo was fome what changed. At 
their firft entrance into the ftate, though not incon- 
herent in their method and language, they were quite 
€orre<ft in their views upon all fubjedts of primary 
importance. No preachers ever dealt out to their 
hearers, the nature of experimental religion, more 
clearly and more warmly. As their re fpeSability 
increafed, the preachers and their hearers found a 
reli£h for ftronger meat, which, to a proper extent, 
was very fuitable : but it too often happened in in- 
dulging this, that party fpirit, and even vanity, had 
too much influence. To dive deeply into the mj^fte- 
ries of the gofpel ; to tell, or to make a plaufiblc 
guefs, about what happened before the world was 
made; or what will happen before it fhall end; looked 
more wife, and excited more applaufe, than to travel 
on in the old track. Some of the preachers likewife, 
falling unhappily into the Arminian fcheme, ftirred 
up no fmall difputation, and thereby imperceptibly 
drove their opponents to the borders, if not within 
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the lines, of Antinomianifm, Praftical piety was/ 
in many places, too little urged. Thefe things were 
followed by ia. relaxation in difciplirie, in many of the 
churches j and a confequent ftate df diforder. It muft 
not be underftoodi that thefe irregularities went to 
very great lengths^ or, that they generally prevailed : 
This was by no means the cafe. They had not be- 
comd is the churqh at Laddicca, or Sardis ; but rath- 
er as the church at Ephefus ; they haicf, in a degree, 
left their firft love. Wherever thefe evils prevailed, 
difagreostblc confequences^ fooner of later, fprung 
from them. The Baptift name fell into difrepute ; 
their principles were feprobatdd^ ds leading to. licen- 
tioufnefs ; their meetings were deserted by the peo- 
ple, who thus nais^kdi in many places, turned to 
43ther focietics. 

It is a fad^ quite obvious to every religiotls cha- 
racier, that has travelled through Virginia, and made 
<^bA^rvations, that there are few inftances iti which 
cbe Baptifts have not flourifhed to a cdnfidefafele ex-? 
tent, except in places where their caufe has been bad- 
ly fupported, or completely betrayed, by the difor- 
defs of* profeflbrs. 

Since the great revival jull delcribcd, there have 
been Several partial ones, which will be taken notice' 
of in their proper places. 
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AS^CIATiONI^: 



CHAPTER V. 



• I 



tbntaining a History of the General Associalion of the 
Separate Baptists^ from their Jirst session, titdil the 

division in 1783; 

, . , .... 

An Assoc I At ion is a council or aflembly, com- 
pofed of delegates or rcprefcatatives, from each church, 
within the bounds defignated for that puirpofe. The 
objeft of which, is to take into confider^tioa the wel- 
fare of the churches, and to affift therti by theif' coun^ 
fel, in the prefcr^ation of order and difcipline among 
themfelvc^. Each church fends by their delegates, a 
letter direacd to the aflbciation. Thcfe letters inform 
the aflbciation^ whom they have deputed as delegates ; 
what is the ftate and ftanding of the church ; their 
number ; deaths ,• riemovals ; additions and exclufions,^ 
&c.* The Baptift churches are independent^ and 
confequently the biifinefs of an aflbciation, k not au- 
thoritative. They may advife^ and indeed urge their 
advice, but cannot conipeL 

The bufinefs of afibciations Is commonly drawii from 
the letters, being infertcd by the churches, by wgy of 
query. This, however, is not the only mode of in- 
troducing it. The debates are generally fhort, and the 
whole bufinefs is comnjonly completed in tv^o days, 
Irt Virginia, rtioft^ if hot all the afibciations, include 
Sunday, as one of the days for their being together* 
Nothing is attended to on this day, except preaching, 

 In a time of revival, it is quite animating to hear the ktters read-, 

F 
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and the didercnt parts of public wbrfliip : Vaft crowds, 
in moft places, attend aflbciations, for the purpofe of 
hearing the preaching : For, in addition to the minif- 
trations of Sunday, the congregations who aflemble oa 
the other days, are entertained at foine convenient place, 
by preachers, fent out by the aflbciation for that pur- 
pofe : Therefore, befides the good derived from the 
immediate bufinefs of ah aflbciation, theindired advan- 
tages are very great/ From a convidtion of this truth, 
the Dovei' Association , in one of her circular letters, 
inferts the following remarks.* " The indirect ad^ 
vantages of afilbeiations, can only ba known by ex- 
perience. Thofe who have been accuftomed to at-- 
tend them, have feen and felt the bleflings convey- 
^* ed through them. We conceive it i« no inconfi- 
*' derabk advantage, that an opportunity fbould be of- 
•' fered for brethren to fee each other. A^ iron sfiar^ 
'* peneth iron ; so a man sharpeiieth the countenance 
** (ff Ms friend. A fecond advantage is, that they 
** communicate to each other, the tranfadions of the 
** different parts of the cou^itry from whence they 
came. They tell hew richly the grace of God is 
communicated ; how pro&ifcly hi$ bleiiings arc 
pbuncd out, and how w^ifely ordered are all his pro- 
** vidcnces* As cold water to a thirkjf. soul, so is good 
news from a far counlnj. Thirdly, they may be 
beneficial to t4)e church and neighbourhoowi, in and 
about which y they may be holden : feeing they have 
it in their power, to heaf thofe gifts and talents dif- 
played, that are bcft calculated to inftrud, and moft 
likely to profit. Fourthly, advantages may arife, 
to almoft every part of the diftrid:, by the vifits of 
the minifters, as they pafs to and from the aflbci* 
'' ation." 

There are fifteen aflbciations wholly within the ftate 
of Virginia i befid« four others, of which a part on- 
ly are within this ft:ate, the other part being in fome 
adjacent ftate. Of the fifteen, fix lie North of James 

* Tb« circular letter for i794. 
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River, viz. Ketodon, Culpeper, Albcmarl?, Coflien, 
Dover and Accomack ; fix South of James River, 
Portfmouth, Middle Diftrijft, Meherrin, AppcJtpattpx, 
Roanoke gnd Strawberry ; aijd three Weft of the Al- 
leghany piountaias; New-River^ Greenbrierj^ and 
Union. Thofe four, a part of which only lie in Vir- 
ginia, are Mgyo, pn the borders of Virginia a«^d N. 
Carolina; Mountain, oa the borders pf Virginia, N. 
CaroUna and Tqaneff^i Holftpn, an thp borders of 
Virginia ^nd Te^a^flbe ; and :. RtdAonc, pn the bor- 
ders of Virginia^ Reanfylwniq.^nid%QhiQ» A particu- 
Jar account of each of theie, wiil be given in their 
proper order. In the meantime^^ we njtufl: begin with ' 
the Original Separate Baptift AiSbciatioa. 

Having related how, through their evangelical la- 
bours, the Separates had diiHcminated the principles 
of the Baptifts, or rather the do6lrines of the New 
Teftament, through various parts of -the flate of Vifr- 
ginia and North-Carolina ; we fhall now enquire, af- 
ter what manner, they w^ere employed in their delibe- 
rative aflemblies. We have already noticed (page6th), 
that through the eounfel of Mr. Stearns, an affociati- 
en was'formed and organized January 1760,* and who 
tnet again in July of the fame year. Including both 
thefe meetings ; the lift of their churches ftood thus : 

Smidy Ci^fifc. Eider ShabaJ Stearns. 
Deep River. Nathaniel pQwel (a brother), 
JbboVs Creek. Elder Daniel Marshall. 
IjitLle River. Joseph Breed (a brother)^ 
Heus Ri^r. Ezekid Hunter. 
JBlack River, ijohn Newton. 

Dan River J j^^ Samuel Harriss, 

Liinmburg CHy. Vii. William Murphy. 

* The accouBt of this AiToeiation i« talcen from Baccbus's History of tb& 
^aptifts of N^w-England, vaj. jd. page 274, 
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We arc not to look for regularity and method, among 
a people, whpfe only ftudy, was the profperify of vi- 
tal gcxllinefs. No church had been regularly conftitu- 
ted in Virginia, at the time pf either of thefc affoci- 
ationf. It would feem, however, that thofe twp men- 
tioned in the lift, were fufficieotly numerous t© exer- 
cife the privileges of a church, and were therefore ad- 
mitted into the a^Riciation. The chief bufinefs of thefe 
aj9bciations, was to receive petitions and to appoint 
preachers to travel into new places, where the goipel 
was likely to iiouriih. ^' We continued together 
(fays the manufcript of James Read, who was prefent), 
^' three or four days. Great crowds of people atten- 
f * ded, moftly through curiofity : The great power 
of God was among us : The preaching every day, 
feemed to be attended with God's bleffing : We 
** carried on our aflbciation, with fweet decorum and 
fellowihip to the end : Then we took leave of one 
another, with many folemn charges from our Rev- 
erend old father Shubal Stearns, to ftand faft unto 
'5 the end."* 

At their ne:;ct ailbciation, multitudes both of friends 
and flrangers came ; many from a great diilance. The 
Rev. John Gano,.froro N. England, was there. He 
was fent, it feems, by his ailbciation, to enquire into 
the ftate of thefe New^ligkt Baptists. He was receiv^ 
ed by Stearns, with great affection. But the young 
and illiterate preachers were afraid of hinqi and kept at 
a diftance> They even refufed to invite him into their 
aflbciation. All this he bore patiently, fitting by, 
while they trahiacSed the bufinefs. He preached alfo 
every day. His preaching was in the fpirit of the gof- 
pel. Their hearts were opened, fo that |)efore he left 
them, they were greatly attached to him* So fuperi- 
our were Mr. Ganp's talents for preaching, that fpme 
of the young and unlearned preachers faid, they felt 
as if they nevpr could undertake to preach again* — 

* These remarks apply to the July affociatjon $ it is probable that of Ja** 
nu^ry was only a iiuali JoheetiDg, and adjouined foon after thdy met* 
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This afFociation was alfo conduced in love, peace and 
harniony- When Mr. Gano returned to his own 
country, being afked, what he thought of tbefe Bap- 
tifts, replied, that *' doubtless the power of God was 
among them. That altho^ they were rather immetho" 
dkal, they certainljf had the root of the matter at 
heart." 

At their third affpcialion, it fe?ms they were grati- 
fied with the moft pleafing accounts of the great fpread 
of the gofpel. Very many requefts were alio fent, 
from various quarters, for preachers to be fent them« 
They had a very happy aubciation. 

The aflbciations continued thus happj? and thus in- 
creafing : infomuch, that at their fifth or fixth feffion, 
it appears they received delegates from fome churches 
as high up as the mountains, and from thence to the 
ocean. In 1767, Ibme of the Spottfylvania preach- 
ers attended the aflbciation, and obtained the attend- 
ance of a prefbytery, to conftitute their firft church. 
The feffions were all held in the vicinity of Stearns, 
and the older preachers. The younger ones, from Vir- 
ginia and both the Carolinas, attended conllantly, and 
derived much knowledge and confolation from the con- 
verfation of the more experienced. From fuch ac-^ 
counts as can be had, it appears that all thefe alSbci- 
ations were conduced with peace and harmony, and 
were productive of extenfive ufefulnefs. 

After the difagreement between the Regulars and 
Separates, which took place in Spottfylvania, attempts 
were made, on both fides, to effeft a reconciliation. 
Among the Separates, the objefl^ions raiicd by a few 
popular charafters, prevailed. They, it feems, thought 
the Regulars were not fufficicntly particular, in fmall 
matters, fuch as drefs, &c. They alfo expreffed fears, 
that the confeflion of faith adopted by the Regulars, 
might in time, bind them too much 5 as there were 
fome objeftionable parts. A majority of the Regu- 
lars were favonrsiblc to ap union . Some, however. 
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wiilicd that the confcflioo of. faitb, .-{bmild be ado|itr7 
cd by tlie Separates, by. way of condition • 

In 1769, an aflbciatiDn was hqldcn by tlie Separates, 
in N* Carolina, to which the Kctodon Qt Regular 
Baptift Aflbciation,fait<ii nloffeagcr*;, the Rtvi Mcfl'rs, 
Carret, Major ^d Saupdf rg, iSvidv a ielfter^ of which 
the following is an cxtraft.* 

•■- • » - 
^' Beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

, ** The bearers of this letter can acquaint you with 
the dcfign of writing it. Their errand is peace, and 
theii^ buiincfs is a reconciliation between us, if there 
is any difference fubiifting. If we are all Chriftians, 
all Baptiils, all Ncw*lights, why are we divided.—* 
Muft the little appellative names. Regular and Scpa* 
rate, break the golden band of charity, and fet the 
fons and daughters of Zion at vai:iance. *' Behold 
how good and /low pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity/' but how bad and how bitter it is, 
for them to live afunder in difcord*— To indulge our- 
felves in prejudice, is furely a disorder ; and to quar- 
rel ^bout nothing, is irregularity with a witnefs. O ! 
our dear brethren, endeavour to prevent this calamity 
for the future/' 

This excellent letter was prefented to the ailqciation^ 
and after a lengthy debate^ the propoial.for an union, 
was rejcded by a fmall majority. 

The Separate BaptiO: Aflbciation met again in 1770, 
at Graffey Creek Meeting Houfe, N. Carolina. The 
churches had now become numerous, there being a 
confiderable number in.each of the three ftates. \t 
.had been ufual with them, to do nothing in aiibciati- 
ons but by unanimity. If in any meafiire' propofed, 
there was a fingle diifentient; they laboured lirft by ar- 
guments to come to unanimous agreement; w:hen ar- 
guments failed, they rcforted to frequent prayer, in 
which all joined. When both th^fe failed, they feme-. 
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iitnes appointeci the next dajr for fafting and prayer, 
and tQ ftrive to bring all, tor be of one mind. At this 
feflion, they fplit in their firft bufinefs: Nothing , 
could be done on the firft day. They appointed the 
jiext for fafting and prayer. They met and laboured 
the whole day, until an hour by sun in the afternoon, 
and could do nothing, not even appoint a Modera- 
tor. The third day was appointed for the fanaepur- 
pofc, and to be obfervcd in the fame way. Thejr 
met early, and continued together until three o'clock: 
in the afternoon, without having accompliflsed any 
thing. A propofal was then made, that the association 
should be divided into three districts, that is, one 
in each state. To this there was an unanimoas^ con-* 
icnt at once. 

Whereupon, they appointed the first session for 
the Association in Virginia, to be holden at Thom- 
fon's Meeting Houfe, in Louifa county, thekise Sa- 
turday in September 1 77 1 • 

For North Carolina, at Haw River Maarting- 
Houfe ; and 

For South-Carolina, at Selcuda. 

The association then dismissed, without tnnh&^ 
ing any other bufinefs.* It was, however, priiraildy 
agreed upon among the Virginia delegates, to IiC3^ an 
occafional feflion, at E. Craig's Meeting Houfe, in 
Orange county, the fecond Saturday in May 1 771. 
This was defigned more particularly for the porpofe 
6f forming regulations, &c. 

They did accordingly meet in May, and as this was 
the first session of the Virginia Separate Baptist As- 

* The abote relation h taken from a manuscript of Elijah Craig, 
who was prefent. . 
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sociation, it will not be unacceptable to our readers, 
to infer t the proceedings in fulL 
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MiNUTtS OF THE FIRST SEPARATE BAPTIST ASSOCUTION. 

Ai an OccauomtiAssociatioM, held at (^raig*s Meeting Hduee in Ofange Count f^ se- 

ond Saturday in May, 1771. 
By a private polli' Sakvj[U< Habbiss was cbosen Moderator, and Joftir Wiii^- 

iiER,jan. Clerk. 
The letters from the several Churches were read. . The state of each was as follows • 



ifames of Churches. 



JNamed of DtUgafei, 



^ 

^ 

^ 



s^ 



?~3 
^ ::• 

9. 

SI 

(ft 



ft*** 



"ft- 



c 



eft 






^alis treeic church, 
Pittsylvania. 

Bediorddo. an^vv 
church. 

Amherst do. aitew 
church. 



Buckinghilm, doi 
Amelia do. 

Louisa do. • 

tower Church in 
Spottsylvania* 

Middle do. ki do. 



Upper do. m 0« 
range. 

Calpeper do.' 

Carter** Riilfn do. 
in Fauquier. 

Shejiandoah> do. in 
Frederick. 



<ft 



ft 

I 

t (ft 



Samuel Harri«»i Jdcob 
Nktciff. 

William' Lovell. 

Thomas Hargitt and 
James Meneesc. 

I Rane Chastaln> jr. and 
Wm. Johnston^ 

Jeremisth Walker, Da- 
vid Ellington and 
John Willian^s. 

James Childs,' David 
Thompson and An- 
drew Trebble. 

John Waller, John jur- 
rirs, Reuben Ford and 
Wm^ Webber; 

Lewis Crai^, Jos. Bled* 
soe, William Card add 
John Craig. 

Elijah Craig, George 
Twiman, Bartlet Ben 
net and George Eves. 

John Monrow^ and Th : 
Peyton. 

Jofeph Hqrficlaw and 
James Wethers. 

William Marshall and 
Redben Pickett. 



32 



Id 



ea 



17 



108 



31 




2 





Black Wafer do .[Neither delegate nor let- 



in Bedford. 

Dan River do. in 

Pittsylvania, 



ifotaJf, 



ter. 

Neither letter nor dele- 
gate.  






1 
76 

78 



10 











9 



Id 








0. 



120 






• 





2 




5 



6Z 



67 



2 



6 
1 



19 



2 



20 

20 

52 
26d 

100 

255 













105 

120 

21 
HS 

150 
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Adjourned 'till Mondaj morning eight o'clock. 
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May 13ih, 1771 , Mmdayniorning .-^Met together z\i 
except our brcthreia David Ellingtoa, James Childs and 
Thomas Peyton, who. difappeared, . We all agreed to 
proceed to bufinefs, as follows, - 

1ft, It is unanimoufty agreed that the aflbciation has 
no power or authority, to impofe any thing upon the 
churches ; but thjat weadt as an advifpry council, 

2d. We believe w^e have a right to withdraw ourfelves 
from any church,: that may negleft to correfpond with us, 
and jiiftify their condu(!t. 

3d, With regard to the conftitution of churches. — -Any 
number of members> that live at a diftance too far to af- 
femble. with eafe, with the body of the church, at their 
monthly meeting, having fjrft obtained leave from their 
church, have a right \tq petiition any ordained minifter of 
the fame faith and order; with what helps he choofes, be- 
ing approved of by the members, to loolt into their fta- 
bility, and if fpufnd ripe, to conj(litute them a church i 
the faid churches, defcribing their boundary and allow* 
ing the privilege to any member tha^t lives near to the 
faid limits, to join whiqh of the churches he pleafes* 

4th, With regard to 6rdination, &c.— Every ordained 
minifter of the fame faiths &c, being legally called upon 
by any fuch church, may adminifter the facrapierits among 
them, and with the help of their church ordain their el- 
ders or deacons, if fqund qualified, and in cafe they have 
made choice of d mi^nifter ^hom they deiire to be exam- 
ined and ordained, they, ma|y petition neighboring minif- 
ters to proceed in the faid wiork, and on fpecial occafions, 
any of them failing to c6m9, one ordained minifter with 
an ordained elder, or eldejrs, may proceed in the ordination, 

5tb. We advife aAy church, in diftraftion or diftrefs, 
to fend for helps froto obe 6r more fifter churches, toaf-* 
fift them in fuch a cafe J 

6th, It is agrded,: thit if any delegate,, feht from any 
church, fhould tranfgrejTs inj any inftance, unknown to his 
church, the oiFended party ^ his fellow delegate and the 
moderator, may bar him fifom fitting, 

7th. All matters brought before the aflbciation for their 
advice, to be determined by a majority of voices, except 
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what from the clearnefs of fcripture h'ght, forces con- 
viiSion on all ; then, there is no neccflity for putting 
it to the decilion of votes, 

8th. It is agreed, that an itinerant minifter may be 
ordained without applying to the aflbciation, by a 
prefbyt^ry of minifters, (and we idvife that a% many 
as conveniently can, miy be called for that purpofe,) 
upon their examination and a recomtnendatiori of his 
doctrine and manner of life, from the church he is a 
member of. 

9th. It is agreed that a circular letter be fent by 
the aifociation to each church, informing them fome- 
thing of the heads of their bufinefs,.&c, 

Adjourned till to-morr6w morning 7 o'clock. 

Tuesdat/ Morning ^-^C^m^to^gcth^^ and proceeded 
as follows; The delegates names being called over, 
our brethren David Ellington, David Thompfon, An-^ 
drew Trebble and Baft-tlet Berihet, failed to appear. 

Present — David Thompfon and Andrew Trebble. 

It is agreed that every church, with refpedt to cov- 
enanting, is left to ufe their owri liberty. 

We advife every chiirch to infert all their queries, 
in their letters to the aflbciatioi^, Prefent — ^Brother 
^ Bartlet Bennet, . 

The church of Shenandoah and Fauquier, having re- 
quefted help with refpedt to the ordination of elders, 
baptizing, i&c. brother Samuel Harris agrees (God 
willing,) to go and anfwer the faidrequeft. 
 A Qmre froin the Church in Orange, viz. Whether 
we have a right to difmifs a nxeniber from under the 
care of pur order ? 
V Anszi^ered in the negative.* 

A QwerefromAmclia Church, viz. Whethcrchurch 
dealing ought not to be tranfailed privately, the mem- 
bers only being prefent .^ 

A nswered in the negative . 

* This means a dismissal from the Baptift Society altogether, and not a. 
difm^iffal from one Baptift; Church to join another. ^ 
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A Quere from do. viz. What are the terms of con:^^« 
munion, fixt in the) word of God ? 

Anmered.*^Fcllovlr(hip in the fame faith and order* 

A Quere from dp. Whether any member, who fhall 
refufe IP acknowle4ge himfelf obliged by the fcripture, 
to obferve the Sabbath, ihould not be avoided as here- 
tical, till he retrad his fentimcnts. 

Answered, ^^It is agreed to be referred to the next 
aflociation. 

A Quere from Lower 5ppttfylv^ia Church, viz. 
Whether it is lawful and expedient, for our minifters 
to obtain licence from the civil law, for pnly one, or 
more nieeting places;; and fo be reftridted from that 
general licence, given them by King Jesus Mark 1 6th, 
ch. 15th, ^nd i6th verse, &c> 

Answered^-^lt is agreed to be referred to the ^ext 
aflociation. 
'' " Adjourne4tilito-riporrowmorning 7 o'clock. 

Wednesday Morning^ — Met and proceeded as fol- 
lows : The church of Chrift, on Black Water, in 
Bedford, having fent neither letter nor delegate to 
this aflociation ^ at the requeft: of the aflbciatioa, 
brother S^amuel Harris and brother Wm. Lovell, a^e 
agreed to vifit then), and invite them to apjpe^r by 
their delegates, at the next aflbciattion. 

The church of Chrifl:, on Dan River, in Pittfylv^- 
nia, having fent neither letter nor delegate to this af- 
fociatipn^ and hearing that the faid church is in dif- 
trefs, brother Walker'arid brother Burrufs are agreed, 
by and with the confent of thic aflociation, to offer 
them their help the 2d Friday, being the i ith of Ju- 
ly ^77^ ) and they are requefted to maJce a report at 
the next aflbciatioh. r * ^ 

Our brother Hafri§, who was one of our delegates 
fent laft fall, to vifit our fifter churches in the South 
governments in diftrcfs, made report, full to our fa- 
tisfaiiftion. 

Wc advifc that a 9oromittee of three perfons, be 
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appointed, to fettle all cxpences, that may fall upoij 
the aflbciation. 

The committee being fent out, returned and made 
their report, that their was a balance due from us, 
&c. to the an:iouBt of 4/, 155. which was received. 

The aflbciation lettef to the fcveral churches, be- 
ing read, was approved of. 

Brother Samxiel Harris, was chofen as our dele- 
gate, to hold up our correfpondencc with the North 
and South-Carolina aflbciations. 

Tlien Adjournedy Hill the lad Saturday in September, 
ixt Thompson's Meeting ^Home^ in Louisa, 

SAMUEL HARRIS, Moderalor. 
JOHN WALLER, jr. Clerk. 

The aflbciation, of which the above are the mi- 
nutes, was holden nearly forty years pafL Frpm them 
may be gathered, a pretty correft view of the mode 
of government, ufcd by the Baptifts of that day. It 
Will be feen that the government of the prefent time, 
varies from it very little.' 

It is worthy of note, that one of the conftitution- 
al articles, disclaims all power over the churches i 
Yet the next, declares a right in the aflbciation, to 
to withdraw from delinquent churches in certain ca- 
fes. Nothing lefs can be meant by this article^ than 
that the aflbciation in behalf of all orderly churches, 
in her correspondence, would difcountenancc all dif- 
orderly ones. It is then a queftion, whether a church 
difcountcnanced by the aflbciation, can any longer be 
confidercd a part of the Baptift Society. Would it 
not be deemed dilorderly, for any other church to . 
continue their fellowfliip towards one, that could not 
meet in the fame aflbciation ?  Churches may not on- 
ly become diforderly in pradife, but heterodox in 
fcntiment. In Virginia, perhaps, we have been 
more fortunate ; but in Kentucky, and in England, 
the majority of fonie of the Baptifl:-churches, have 
become Arians or S >cinians# To give an aflbciation 
power to deal with, and finally to put foch out of 
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their connexion, muft be proper, and indeed muft 
be what is defigned, by the above article.. By no 
other means could a general union be prefervjed.. By 
the article \vhich difclaims all power, we muft un-« 
derftand all power over the internal government of 
the churches. It is alfo worthy of note, that while 
one of the articles declares, that, churches may be 
.conftituted, and preachers ordained^ without any ap-^ 
plication to the ^flbciation ; it is recorded in the fame 
minutes, that at the requeft of a certain church, a 
minifter i§ appointed by the affociation, to aflift in the 
ordination of iclders, &c . From which^ it would feem^ 
that an aiSbciation is a fuitable medium, through which 
fuch matters can be adyantageoufly arranged. 

The next aiTociatipn, aSembledat Ihompfon's 
Meeting Houfe, the laft Saturday in September, ac- 
cording to the appointment made at Grafley Creek, 
'the year before. 

From thence they adjourned to Lewis Craig's meet- 
ing houfe, at which they held their next feflion, the 
2d Saturday in May 1772. 

Their next feffion was holden at Waller's meeting 
houfe, the last Saturday in September 1772, 

Of the proceedings of thefe three feffions, we can 
obtain no certain account.* 

The next affociation was holden at Dover meeting 
Jioufe, in Goochland county, commencing May 8th;^ 
I773. Samuel Harris was appointed Moderator, and 
John Waller, jr. ( lerk. Letters and delegates from 
thirty-fdur churches were received. Thefe church- 
es contained 319;5 Qiembers, of which 526 had been 
baptized fubfequent to the laft affociation. The 
l^rgeft church was Carter's Run, in Fauquier, under 
rthe care of the Rev. John Picket, which contained 
278 members. The largeft number baptized in any 
pne church was 663, in Ready Bottom Church in Ha- 
lifax, under the care of Reuben Picket. There were 

• The time and place wa« dlfcoTered from the letter* of correspoodcnce 
lound ^moxig Mr. Jo(;ia WiUiaw^s papers. 
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61 delegates, including anjiong them almoft every dif- 
tinguifhed preacher in the ftate. 

The following queries and folutioMi are recorded 
in the rtiinutes of this affociation, vi'z. 

III. Is the laying on of hands upon baptized mem- 
bers, merely a^ fuch, a gofpel ordmance or not ? 

Amwer. — The churches are left at theif liberty to 
act as they may think beft. 

2d. Ought perfons in general, who arii poflcfled 
of minifterial gifts, to be ordained merely as minif- 
ters, or ought they to be ordaihtd to a particular 
charge ? 

Answer. — ^A' majority in favour of the latter, 

3d. Is it lawful to receive a membci' into fellowship, 
who is married to his wife's fifter? 

Answer. — No. 

4th. Is it agreeable to fcripture, for an unmarried 
man to take the paftoral care of a church ? 

Answer. — Yes. 

An appointment of four minifters was made at this 
feflion, to vifit the Kehukee Regular Aflbciation and 
churches, in order to know their ftanding, and make 
report. Samuel Harrifs, E.. Craig, John Waller and 
David Thompfon, were appointed. 

A motion was made by E. Craig, to divide the af- 
fociation into two diftrids, viz;, one North and one 
South of James River. 

The motion was inferted in the minutes, and refer- 
red to the next affociation. 

They held their next fcffion, iat Meherrin meeting 
houfe, Lunenburg county, in the fall of the lame year, 
i. e. 1773. 

Not being able to obtain the minutes of this feflion, 
we da not know what bufinefs was done^ except that 
they agreed to divide the affociation, according to the 
plan propofed in the laft affociation. 

The Southern diftrift agreed to meet at Hall's mpdt-* 
ing houfc; Halifax county, fecond Saturday iri May; 
1774: The Northern, at Picket's rtieeting- houfe^ 
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Fauquier county, the fourth Saturday in May, 1774, 
This, it will be found in, the fequcl. Was only a 
temporary divifion. 

The Southern diflriil met, according to appoint- 
ment, at Hall's meeting houfe. Saniuel Harris was 
chofen Moderator, and John Williams, Clerks 

Letters and delegates from 27 churches were receiv- 
ed. It. appears, that the churches in this diftrict, con- 
tained at that time 2033 members, of whom 259 had 
been baptized fince the laft aflbciation. The moft 
numerous church was Banifter, under the care of Na- 
thaniel Hall, containing 210 members. Thegreateft 
number baptized in any one church was 42, in Me- 
hcrrin, in Lunenburg county, under the miniftry of 
John Williams. • , 

For three or four years, there had been feverc per- 
fecutions againft the Baptifts, in many parts of Vir- 
Sfinia. Letters were received at this aflbciation, frOm 
preachers confined in prilon, particularly from David 
Tinsley, then in Chefterfield jaiL The hearts of their 
brethren were afFeded at their fuflerings, in confe- 
quence of which, it was agreed to raife contrihutions 
for their aid. 

I'he following refolution was alfo entered into : 

** Agreed to set apart the second and third SatUt^ 
duif in June, as public fast days, in behalf of our poor 
blind persecutors, and for the releasement df our 
brethren.^' 

At this aflbciation, for the firft time, the following 
query was introduced, which afterwards produced tome 
weighty confequences. 

Query. — Ought all the minifterial gifts recorded in 
the 4th of Ephefians, llth, 12th and 13th verfes, to 
be in ufe in the prcfent time. 

Answer. — A great majority fuppofe, that all the 
minifterial gifts, recorded in the laid fcriptiire are, and 
ought to be, ftill in ufe iii the churches. Although 
we pay a due regard to the diftinfiiori between ordi- 
nary and extr^dinary gift$. 
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They appointed their next session, to be at Wal- 
ker's meetiug house, in Amelia county, th^ second 
Saturday in Oftober IT?^. 

The Northern Diftrid also met in Faiiquier, ac- 
cording to their appointnient, on rhe fottrth Saturday 
inMay 1774. 

Samuel Harris and Johh Williams liavihg attended 
this association, as corresponding delegates, frorft the 
South diftridt ; the former Wars appointed Mbderator> 
and John Waller, Clerk. 

Letters were received from t\^chty^font churches, 
ftating their numbers in all to be 1 9^ 1, of whom 158 
had been baptized since the last association. The lar- 
geft church, viz. Lower Spottsylvania, now called 
Waller's,, contained 188 niembers, being under the 
charge of John Waller. The greateft number bap- 
tized in any one chuijph was twenty-eight. This 
was the church called the White- House, probably 
under the miniftry of -John Koontz. ^. 

A Query — Whether the doftrinc of the non-eternity 
of hell -torments, ought to be deemed heretical, and 
what fhould be done with a member who held it, was 

Answered : — ^That the do(9trine was heretical, and 
all persons holding it, ought to be pufged out of the 
churches. 

To this association, was also sent, the query men- 
tioned above, viz. Whether the ministerial gi/ts men-* 
Honed in Ephe. ^th chapter^ and 1 1, 12 ^ I'^th t?er- 
seSy are now in use. After two days debate, a majority 
decided that it ought to be put off until the next asso- 
ciation. 

The queftion respefting a confession of faith Was 
agitated at this session, and decided, that each church 
might exercise her own discretion^ in adopting the con** 
fession of faith, or not.* 

* This was called an occafional alTociation^ for although they held an afToci- 
ation alraoft every Spoing, yet it was a (landing rule to have one feilioh in each: 
year. With the liberty to fold another occasionally, when circumilancei reqtured it . 

H 
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1^ Southern diftrid: met in an annual association, 
according to appointment, at Walker's meetinghouse, 
in Amelia couiity, second Saturday in Odober : 774. 

Letters from thirty churches were received, stating 
their number in all to be 2083, of whom 416 had 
been baptized, subsequent to the spring association. 
The greateft number baptized in anyone church was 
72,. in Bahnifter church, H alifax county, under the 
paftoral care of Nathaniel Hall ; this was also the lar- 
geft church, containing 229 members. Samuel Harrifs 
was appointed Moderatpr, and John Williams, Clerk. 

A letter was received from the Philadelphia affoci- 
ation, with a copy of their minutes. Likewise, the 
minutes of the Charlefton affociation were received, 
all of which were read. 

At this aflbciation, the query respecting the proper 
interpretation of Eph. 4th, and ii, 12, 13th, was 
again debated, and by an unanimous vote, three ex- 
cepted, it was resolved, that the said offices are now 
In use in Christ's church, and the, said three submit- 
ted to the majority. It was further resolved, that the 
said offices be immediately eftablilhed, by the appoint- 
ment of certain persons to fill them, provided any, pos- 
sessed of such gifts, could be found among them. — 
They then proceeded to the choice of an apoftle, by 
private poll, and the lot fell, by unanimous consent, 
upon elder Samuel Harriss. For the discipline of this 
high officer, the following rule is entered upon the mi- 
nutes, viz. ** If our messenger^ or apostle, shall tranS" 
gress in any manner, he shall he liable to dealing in any 
church where the transgression is committed, and the 
said church is instructed to call helps from two or three 
neighbouring churches, and if by them found a trans^ 
gressor, a general conference of the churches shall be 
called, to restore, or excommunicate him.'' They then 
proceeded to ordain him, according to the following 
toethod : 

** The day being set apart as a fast day, we immedi- 
^ atdy proceeded to ordain him, and the hands of eve- 
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^^ ry ordained minister was laid on him. Public prayer 
<^ was nmde by John Walter, E. Craig, and John Wil- 
<* liams. John Waller gave a public charge, and ttee 
^' wjliole association gave him die right h^nd qI fellow* . 
" ship." 

His work was to pervade thfe churches to do, or af 
leaft to see, to the j^vork of ordination, and to set in or- 
der things that were wanting, and to make report tp 
the next aflbciation. 

The discussion of this subjedt, caused no little warmth 
on both sides- Jeremiah Walker first agitated it, and 
was supported by moft of the preachers of popular ta-^ 
lehts, not without suspicion of vanity and ambition. 
1 he opposition was headed by Reuben Ford, followed 
by a numerous party in the N orthern diftrift. Walker 
wrote a piece upon the subject, entitled Free Thoiights, 
^c. in which, as also in his arguments both in affoci- 
ations and private companies, he very in^enioully main- 
tained, that all the offices mentioned in the above textsg 
were still in ithe. Mr. Ford also wrote a pamphlet in 
answer to Mr. Walker's, in which he rebutted his ar- 
guments with considerable ability. Both these were 
read before the aflbciation. The majority favouring 
JVlr. Walker's system ; an experiment was made. 

At an aflbciatibn holden for the N orth diftrict, this 
fall, John Waller and E. Craig, were appointed apoft- 
les, for the North side of the river. 

It is sufficient to inform our readers j> that this scheme 
did not succeed. Either the spirit of free govern^ 
ment ran too high among the churches^ to submit to 
such an officer ; or the thing was wrong in itself; 
and, not being from God, soon fell, ihese apoftles 
made their report to the next association, rather in 
discouraging terms ; and no others ever were appodn^ed . 

The judicious readeip, will quickly discover, that this 
is only the old plan of bishops, &c. under a u^vy^ name. 
In the laft deciflon, it was agreed that the office of 
apostles, like that of prophets, was the effect of mira- 
culous inspiration, and did not Belong to ordinary times. 



60 HISTOJt:^ OF THE 

Beth tkeaffociatipmsof this fall, appointed their next 
session to be holdcn at Manakin town, or Dover meet- 
ing house, the 4th Saturday in May iyy^. 
S May $7thy IT-T^*— Both affociations met by their' 
delegates, at Dover meeting house. Letters from fix- 
ty churches were r^cei^ed,' viz. 29 from the North, 
and 31 from the South fide of Jaraes Kiver. 

Samuel llarrifs was chosen Moderator, and Joha 
Waller and John Williams, Clerks • Only about 300, 
fbr both diftridts, are numlJered, as having been bap- 
tized fince the laft affociation. This number, com- 
pared with virhat had been for years previoufly, proves 
that cold times were now, not only appearing, but ac- 
tually arrived. The events which occurred at this,, 
and tibe succeeding session, prove it more certainly. 

The following query, firft occupied their attention. 

^* Is salvatipn, by C hri|l:, made poflible for every in- 
(Jividual of the human race ?" 

I'he debate on this query took up the whole of Mon- 
day. l>ery thinking man in the affociation felt him-: 
self seriously interefted. Most of them spoke to it, 
more or less. The weight of talents and of influence 
seems to have been on tne Arminian side. Samuel 
Harriss, Jeremiah Walker, John Waller, and many 
^ other diilinguiflied preachers, ftood forward, and zea- 
Ipiisly, as well as ably, supported the argument in fa- 
vour of universal prpvision. 

, 1 aleijts and ingenuity were not w;anting on the oth- 
er fide, Wm. JVl urphy, John Williams and E. Craig, 
ftood foremoft in favour of a Calvanistic solution.... 
These, supported by truth, or at least by the more ge- 
nergily received opinion, among the Baptifts, obtain- 
ed, after a long and animated 4pbate, a small majority. 
This decifion was, on Monday afternoon, immediate* 
ly before an adjournment. That cvenii)^, the Armi- 
nian party holding a consultation, deternnned to bring 
on the subjedl again the mx% day, and to have a de- 
termination, whether thpir opinions upon this point, 
fhould be a. matter of bar to fellowship and cpmmu- 
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nion. On Tuesday, when they met, the bufiness be- 
came very diftrefling. The a rrninian party , having. 
. the Moderator with them, withdrew out of doors. 
The other fide also withdrew, and chose John Wil- 
liams as Moderator. Every thing was then done by 
meffage, sometimes ijx writing, and sometimes ver- . 

bally. 

After some time spent in this way, the following 

proposal was made by the Arminifin party : 
*  

'^DeaH Brethren, 

^* A ileady union with you, makes us willing to be 
more explicit, in Qur answer to your terms of reconci- 
liation proposed. We do not deny the former part 
of your proposal, respe<Sing particular eleftion of 
grace, ftill retaining our liberty, with regard to con- 
f ftrudtion. And as to the latter part, respedting nlerit 
in the creature, we are ffee tp profess there is none. 
" Higmd by Order, 

'^ SAMUEL IIARBISS, Moderator.*' 

To which the othef party replied, as follows : 

^^ Dear Brethren, 

** Inasmuch as a continuation of your chriftian fcU 
lowihip, seems nearly as dear tp us as our lives, and 
seeing pur diifificulties concerning your principles, with 
resped: to merit in the creature, particular eledlion, 
and final perseverance of the Saints, are in a hopeful . 
measur J removing, we do willingly retain you in fel-, 
lowfhip, not niising the leaft bar. But do heartily 
wifh and pray, that God in his kind providence, inhis^ 
' own time, will bring it about, when hrael shall all be 
of one mindy s^pealdng the same thmgs. 
^^ Signed by Order, 

^ JOHN WILLIAMS, Moderator.^' 

These temis being acceded to on both fides^ they 
again met in the meeting houise, and resumed their bu- 
finess. Their union was. as happy, as their discoid 
had been diftrefling. 
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It was determined that the two diftrids fhould again 
unite at their ne^t session, and that that fhould be at 
Dupuy 's meetinghouse, Powhatan (then C:umberland) 
county, the second Saturday in Auguft 1775/ ' 
^ It seems, that one great'objeft of uniting the two 
. diftrids at this time, was to ftrive together for the abo- 
lition of the hierarchy, or church ^^ablifhment, in 
Virgyiia. The discontents in Atn^rica, arifing from 
Britifh oppression, were now^rawing to a crifis ; moll 
of th^ colonies had determined to refill, agd some were 
for independence. This was a very favourable season 
for the Baptifts. Having been much ground under 
the Britiih laws, or at least by the interpretation of 
them in Virginia ; they, were to a, man, favourable to 
any revolution, by which they could obtain freedom 
of religion. They had known from experience, that 
mef e toleration was not a sufficient check, having been 
imprisoned at a time, when that law.wa.s confide red by 
many as being in force. It was therefore resolved 
at this session, to circulate petitions to the Virginia 
Convention or General Aflembly, throughout the 
ftate, in order to obtain fignatures. The prayer of 
these was, that the church eftablilhment fhould be abo- 
liihed, and religion left to ftand upon its own merits : 
And, that all religious focieties fhould be protedled in 
the peaceable enjoyment of their own religious prin- 
ciples, and modes of worfhip. They appointed Je- 
remiah Walker, John Williams and George Roberts, 
to wait on the legislature with these petitions. '' They 
also determined to petition the aflembly, for leave to 
preach to the army, which was granted. 

Jeremiah Walker and J ohn Williams being appoint- 
ed by this aflfociation, went and preached to the soldi- 
ers, when encamped in the lower palts bf Virginia ; 
they, riot meeting with much encouragemeptt, declined 
it, after a fhort time. - . 

They appointed the next aflbciation to be holden at 
Thompson's rneetingJiQuse, Louisa county, second 
Saturday in Augufl 1776. 
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They met accordingly, and letters- from seventy- 
four churches were received, feriiiging mournful ti- 
dings of coldness and declension. Tms declenfioa is 
accounted for by some of the letters, as arifing from 
too much concern in political matters, being about the- 
commencement of the revolution- Others ascribe it • 
to their disseofiops about principles, &c. JBoth, doubt- 
less^ had their weights After they met, John W aller 
was appointed to preachy und took his text J , Cor* 
1 3th and 1 1 th: lie had fully embraced the whole Ar- 
minian system, and was determined to preach it at every 
risk* Being called to account before the aflbciation;, 
he and all his adherents withdrew from the Baptiits, 
and immediately fet up for independence. The re-r 
fuit may be fe^in- his biography. This was an ex- 
ceedingly forrowful time. Waller was held high in 
eftimation among the fiaptifts. Serious confequen- 
ces might reafonably be cxpedted* The affociation, 
however, took fuch meaiures as were witliin their 
power, to prevent unplcafant eifedls. * 

It appears, that it was agreed at this affociation, to 
divide into four diftridts ; probably fuch a divilion as 
afterwards took place in 1783, viz, two South, and 
two North of James River. But as this divilion was 
not permanent, we ihall purfue the narrative, by at» 
tending to the whole under one view, as if no fuch 
divifion had taken place. 

The firft feffion for that dift rid, which included Ha- 
lifax, &c. was holden at Fall's Creek meeting houfe, 
Halifax county, firft Saturday in November 1776. 

Their next feffion was at Williams' Sandy Creek 
meeting houfe, the laft Saturday in April 1777. Of 
thefe feffions, we qould obtain no regular account. , 

Bj fomjp means it happened, that th^ diftridis were 
again united, about this time. Being the height of 
the war, the affociations were but thinly attended, 
and little bufinefs done. . 

Third Saturday in May 1778, a general affociation 
was holden at Anderfon's meeting ho\afe, in Buckiiig^ 
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ham county. Lettefs from thirty*two thii/chis were 
received. Wm. Webber, Moderator; John Willi- 
ams> Clerk. 

A committee was aippoinwd to feftqtiirc whether any 
grievances exifted in the civil hws, that v^rere Oppref* 
five to the Saptiftsr. In their fepdrt, they reprefent 
the marriage lav^, as being partial and oppreffive.*'-- 
Upon which, it was agreed to prefent to the ne^t 
General AfTemMy, a memorial praying for a law af* 
fording equal privileges to all ordained mirtifters of 
every denomination; ' 

They appointed their next aflbciation at Dupuy'd 
meeting houfe, Powhatan county, fecond Saturday in 
Oftober 1778. 

They met, according to appointment, and chofe 
Samuel Harrifs, Moderator; and John Williams, 
Clerk. Letters from thirty-two churches Were read. 
A committee of feven members were appointed to 
take into confideration the civil grievances of the Bap- 
tills, and make report. 

ist. They reported on Monday, that ihotrld a ge- 
neral aflpfTment take place, that it would be injurious 
to the cnfTenters in general. 

2d. That the clergy of the former eftaiblifhed church, 
suppofe themfelves to have the cxclufive fight of offi- 
ciating in marriages, which has fubjedtcd diflenters 
to great inconveniences. 

3d. They therefore recommend, that two pcffons 
be appointed to wait on the next General Aifcmbly, 
and lay thefe grievances before them, 

Jeremiah Walker and Elijah Craig, (and in cafe of 
the failure of either,) John Williams, were appointed 
to attend the General AiTembly. 

Some rules for the govemmenSi of aflfociiatians, ' 
Were formed at this feffion. 

In confequence of the warm drffentions that had 
taken place at fome of the aflbciations, a few years 
before this ; combined with the ravages of war ; the 
aflbciations were not fo fully attended, as they had 



i 



GEJ^EKAli ASSOCIATION. 65 

been. : Frjpm 60* and 70 churches which ufually cor- 
rcfponded, they had fallen to about 30 or 40. It feems 
that (othe had contra<3:ed unfavourable opinions of 
aflbciationSj and wiflied them to be laid alidc. This 
fubjedt, being agitated at this fefiioxii produced the 
following entry : 

Resolved^ That a societp i>f churches combined to seek 
the mutual good:of the whole is dejirable : That it at- 
Jo promotes acqimintance among brethren^ and affords 
opportunity to confutfjrefpeBingthe bejl modes ofcoun^ 
ieraBing national griei^oHces: But ajjbciations are not 
to interfere with the internal concerns of churbheSy ei-- 
cept 'where their advice is requefted by any churchy in 
the way of query i 

The next aflbciatioH app'olritcd the fctond Saiturday 
in May^ at Dover meeting houfc. 

On the fecond Saturday in May 1779, the affocid* 
tion met at Dover meeting houfe, Gdochlarid county, 

t)f which fefiion we have no account. 

j« < 

On the fecond Saturday in Oftober 1779, the aflb- 
ciation met at Nottoway meeting houfe, Amelia court- 
ty. Samuel Harrifs, Moderator^ Jeremiah Walker, 
Clerk. 

The report by Jt6remiali Wklkeiri as delegate to the 
General A ilcmbly, was highly gratifying, upon which 
the following entry wai unanimoufly agreed to be made. 

"On Gonfideration df the bill eftabllfhing religious 

• ffeedom,; aigrecd : That the faid bill, in our opinion, 
|>uts religious freedom upon its proper bafis ; pref- ■[ 

• crib€5 the juft limits of the power of the ftate^ with 
tegard ta religion ; and properly guards againft parti- 
ality towards any religious de^nomination ; we, there- 
fore, heartily approve of the fame, and wifh it to pafs 

• into a law/* 

Ordered, That this our approbation of the laid bill, 
be tranfmitted to the pubHc printers> to be inferted 
i in the Gazettes* 

It feems that many of the Baptift preachers, prfefu- 

mirtg upon a future fan(rtion, had gone on to marry 

I 
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fuch people as Applied for marriage. It ^*as deter- 
mined that a memorial ihouid be fentirom this afibci* 
ation> requeil;ing that all fach marriages ilunild be 
fanftioncd by a kw for that piirpoyfe. The law paf- 
fcd accordingly. 

For a £i^t of preachers^ to proceigd to.folemnisse the 
rites of matrimony, without any law to authorife them, 
might atiirft view appear incorrect, and indeed cen- 
furablfe; but.we arc infomied, .that they.wereadvifed 
to this meafure, by Mr. Patrick Henry, as being the 
moft certain method of obtainingthe law. It fuceeed- 
ed . It is however, ftill quelHonable, whether this ims 
not doing evil, that good might C9me* 

The next afTociation was holdcn at Waller's meeting 
houfe, Spottlylvania coUnty, the fecond Saturday in 
May 1780. No account could be cAtaiaed of the 
procecdiiigs of this fcffion* 

The next was appointed to^be at Sandy Creek meet- 
ing houfe, Ghai:lotte c'ty, 2d Satip-day in October 1780* 

They met at the time and placQ appointed. Sa- 
muel Harrifs, Moderator. Johji Williams, Clerks 
Le tters from pnlv 29 chvtfchcs were received^ 

From the mmutes it appears that fome jealoufy 
was ftill entert^ned, rcfpe^ing the jJowerof aflbci- 
atioAs. In CQiifequence of whicJ^, an e^try is made- 
difa vowing any authority ovjet the churches* 

A letter wafe received from i committee of the Re- 
gular B^ptifts, requefting that a ihnilai' committee 
ihouid be appointed by this a^ciation, to confid^f 
national grievances, in conjuniftioo. This was done 
accordingly* iand Reuben Fojrd^ John Wiliiams and 
E. Cfaig, were appointed. 

The third Thursday in November followir^, was 
appointed a day of fafting and prayer, in coflfequence 
of the alarming and diftreHing times « 

The next affociation appointed at Ai^rfon's meet- 
ing houfe, Buckingham county, fecond Saturday in 
May 1781. 

They met, according to appointments About this 



time the Brltifh^ under Lord Comwallis^ were march-* 
ing through Virginia from the South j and was now 
at no g^eat diftance from the place of the aflbciation. 
On thi« account there were but \6 churches corref- 
popded. They chofe Wm. Webber* Moderator ; 
and J. Williams, Clerk, After miking fome few 
arrangements, and appointing the next ^ciation at 
Dover meeting houfe, Goochland county, the 2d Sa* 
tarday in OAober 1782, they adjourned. 

They met at Dover meeting houfe, agreeable to 
appointment. . Letters from 32 correfponding chur^ 
chcs were read-. Wm. Webber, Moderator. John 

Williams, Ckrk- 

Jeremiah Walker was appointed a delegate to at- 
tend ths nejft General A£fembly, with a memcrial and 
petitions againft eccleiiaftical oppreflion. 

Robert Stockton attended this ailociationt as a de- 
lega^rom the Strawberry ailbciation. 

The large number of churches, and the great dif- 
tance whi^h^ many of their delegates had to travel, 
rendered a general aifociation in Virginia extremely 
inconvenient 5 fo that they would, probably long be* 
fpre this date, have divided into diftriiSIs, if they had 
Aot been holden together by apprehenfions of oppref-* 
lion from civil government. 

They could r^t make head againft their powerful 
and numerous opponents, with any hope of fuccefs, 
unlefs they ^^c united among thcmfelves. In order 
to be all of one niind, it was neceijary they ibould all 
afiemble, around one council board. For thefe rea* 
fqws, the General Aflbciation Was kept up, as long as 
it Mra». Finding it however, confiderably wearilbme 
to $u)lle<^ fo many from fuch diftant parts ; and hay- 
ing already fecured their moft important civil rights ; 
tiiey determined to hold only one more General Affo* 
<>iationi and then dividing into diftri<3s, to forin fome 
plan>^ to k^p a jftai>ding fentinel for political purpo- 
ics. In order to mature this plan, for dividing into 
iiAi^xds, they agreed to kstvc two Spring ^ociations : 



' i 



i: 



jSd HISTORY OF TAB 

pne on the South fide, and one on the North fide of 
James River. Tothefe, it was expected that the 
churches, oil each fide, would fend delegates to the 
afibciations, in their refpedlive diftridls. 

They then proceeded to appoint the aflbciatiori at 
Dupuy's meeting houfe, Powhatan county, 2d Satur- 
day in Oftobcr 1783, The one on the South fide, 
was appointed at Nottoway meeting houfe, in Notto- 
way county, the 2d Saturday in May 1783. The one 
on the North fide at Noel's meeting houfe, in Eflex 
CQunty, the firft Saturday in May 1783. 

The firft Wednesday in November, was appointed 
a day of fafting and prayer, on account of the prof- 
pecfts of famine, and to avert the judgments of God, 
on account of the inereafing wickednefs of the land. 
Second Saturday in 0<9:ober 1783, they met in Ge- 
neral Aflbciation, according to appointment, and for 
the laft time. 37 delegates, including moft oi the 
active preachers in Virginia, were prelent, Wm. 
Webber, Moderator. John Williams, Clerk. 

The following bufinefs was tranfa<fted in* this af- 
fociatipn: 

Resolved, That our General or Annual Afibciation 
ceafe, and that a general committee be inftituted, 
compofed of not more than tour delegates from each 
diftrid aflbciation, to meet annually, to confider mat- 
ters that may be for the good of the whole fociety, 
and that the prefent afibciation be divid^ into four 
diftrids : Upper and Lower Diftrift, on each fideof 
Janies kiver. 

A motion was made by John Williams : That as 
they were now about to divide into fcdtions, they 
ought to adopt fome confeflion of faith, by way of 
affording a ftandard of principles to fubfequent times. 
They then agreed to adopt the Philadelphia con- 
feflion of faith, upon the following explanations : 

^^ To prevent its ufurping a tyrannical power, oiret 
the confciences of any : We do not mean that every 
perfon is to beboupd to the fixid obfcrvance of eve- 
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ry thing therein contained^ nor do we mean to make 
it, in any rcfped, fuperiour or equal to the fcriptures, 
in matters of faith and practice ; although we think 
it the heft human eompofition of the kind now ex- 
tant J yet it fhall be liable to alterations, whenever 
the General Committee, in bel^alf of the aflbciations, 
ihall think fit." 

Reuben Ford and John Waller, were appointed de- 
legates to wait on the General Affembly, with a 
memorial. Then diUolvcd* 



CHAPTER VL 

Colli aming a History of the General Committee, from 
their first session^ until their dissoliUion in 1799'. 

CiBCUMSTANCBD as the Baptifts were at this pe- 
riod, it would have been the height of folly, to have 
diflblved the general affociation, without fubftituting 
fome other affembly, capable of confulting and devi- 
fing meafures, for the benefit of the whole connex- 
ion. In moft refpects a meeting compofed of reprc- 
fentatives from the different affociations, was prefera^ 
ble to the general aflbciation. Being a fmall number, 
they could a(fl more promptly ; they would'have few- 
er local matters, and could therefore devote their at- 
tention more intently to thofe of general concern ; 
and laftly, there being three other allbciations now in 
the ftate, befides the one called the General Affoci- 
ation ; thefe could unite, in a General Committee, 
and contribute their aid, in meafures interefting to all. 

The General Committee accordingly met, for the 
firfttime on Saturday, Odober 9th, 1784. Dele- 
gates, from four affoqiations affemblcd. Wm. Web^ 
ber was appointed Moderator ; and Reuben Ford, 
Clerk^ 

Of the plan of government, the following are the 
only articles proper to he noticed. 
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1 . The general committee fh^^U ^ compofed of 
delegates, fent from all the district alTociations, that 
defife to correfpond with each other* 

2. No affociatipn ^all be reprcfcnted in thegene* 
^1 committee, \yy more j:han four delegdtes. 

3. The committer fh^s compofed, fhali ponfider 
all the political grievances of the whole Baptist soci* 
cty in Virginia, and all references from the diftrift 
^flbciations, refpcding matters ys^hichconpern t^ic Bap- 
tist society at large- ^ 

4 ISo petition, memorial or remonstrance, fhall 
be p^pfented to the general aflembly from any aflbci^ 
ation in connexion with the general icommittee. — 
All things of that kind fhall originate with the ge- 
general committee. 

Under this constitution they proceeded to buiinejfs* 

The law for the Iblemnization of marriage, and 
the vestry law, were iconfidered political grievances* 

They aifo refolved to oppofe the law fpx a generjil 
afleffment, and that for the incprppratipn of religi- 
ous focieties, which were now in agitation,* 

A memprial to the general aflpmbly praying fpr a 
repeal of the yestry law^^ ^nd for an alteration in the 
marriage law, was drawn and committed to the hands 
of the iiev. Reuben Ford, to be prefented to the next 
assembly, 

Saturdaif, Augteft 13, 1785. — Th<j general com- 
mittee met a fecond time at Dupuy's meeting houfe, 
Powhatan county. Delegates trom four associations 
were prefent. Wm. Webber was chofen Moderator i 
and Reuben Ford, clerk.f- 

Reuben Ford reported, that accp^^ing to the direc- 
tions given him, he prefented a memorial and petiti- 
bn to the Honorable General Assembly : That they 

 It may be proper here to inform the reader, that the remon- 
firances fent to the General Aflembly by the Baptifts, about thu 
Jji^jc, were againft certain opprefllve laws, made fubfequeut t# 
the bill eftablifliirig religious freedom, mentioned in page 65. 

t Except a few feffions of the General Committee. William 
Webber afted as Moderator, and Reuben Ford as clerk, untU th^ 

meeting w^ts dilTQlyedt 

^» .,*■.■ ' » 
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' met with a. favourable reception ; that certain anmend- 
ments were made to the marriage law, which he 
thought fatisfadlory. 

To this report, the general committee concurred - 

They were farther informed, that at the last feffi* 

on of the general affembly, a bill for a general af- 

fessment was introduced, and had almost passed into 

a law } but when at that stage, in which it is called 

• an engrossed bill a motion was made and carried, 
that it ihould be referred to the next assembly, in or*^ 
der to give the people an opportunity to confider it. 

The general committee, as guardians of the rights 
of the Virginia Haptifts, of course took up the subject, 
and came to the following resolution : 

Eesoived, That it be recommended t0 those coun- 
ties, which have not yet prepared petitions, to be pre- 
sented to the general assembly, against the engrossed 
bill for a general assessment for the support of the 
teachers of the Christian religion, to proceed there- 
on, as soon as possible : That it is believed to be re- 
.pugnant to the spirit of the gospel, for the legisla- 
ture thus to proceed in matters of religion : that no 

. human laws ought to be established for this purpose ; 
but that every person ought to be left entirely free, in 
respect to mitters of religion : that the holy author 
of our religion, needs no such compulsive measures 

^ for the promotion of his cause : that the gospel, 
wants not the fe;eble arm of man for its support : that 
it has made, and will again through divine power, 
make its way againft all oppofition : and that, fliould 
the legislature assumie the right of taxing the people 
for the support of the gospel, it will be deilructive to 
religious liberty, 
Tfierefore^ This committee agrees unanimously, that 

. it will be expedient to appoint a delegate to wait on 
Jthe general assembly, -^vith a remoailranGe and petiti- 
on against such assessment, i . . 
Accordingly, the Rev. Reuben Ford was appointed* 
It was then consulted, whether it would not be de- 
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skablc to establish among the Baptists sQin6 unlforai 
mode for the solemnization of marriage. Upon 
which, it was resolved to adopt and recommend the 
form laid down in the common prayer book^ leaving 
cut a few exceptionable parts ; and that it be printed, 
together with the catechism entitled Milk for Babes ;^ 
. Saturday, August 5, 1786.— -The next general 
J committee was holden at Anderson's meeting house, 
Buckingham county.- Delegates from five associati- 
ons assembled* 

Reuben Ford, who was appointed to wait upon th^ 
aflembly, with a memorial and petition againli the bill 
for a general assessment ; Reported, That he waited 
on the house of assembly according to appointment ^ 
that the law^br assessment did not pass ; but, on the 
contrary, an act passed explaining the nature of reli- 
gious liberty. 

This law, so much admired for the lucid manner, ia 
which it treats of, , and explains religious liberty, was 
drawn by the venerable Mr. Thomas Jefferson. . 

It may be found in the 29th page of the Revised 
Code of the Virginia laws. ^ 

The comirkittee concurred in the report, ^.nd dd- 
.clared themsdves well pleased with the law aboV-e 
. mentioned. 

Here let us remark, tli^it the inhibition of the genef- 
.tal assessment, may in a considerable degree^ be as- 
cribed to the opposition made to it by the Baptists;: 
for it is stated by those who were cortVersant with the 
proceedings of those times, that the reference made 
to the people, after the bill wag ^ngrosScd, ^a« done 
with a design to give the different religious societies 
an opportunity of expressing their wifties. The Bajp- 
tists, we believe, were the only sect who plainly re- 
monftrated* Of some others, it is said, that the lai- 
ty and ministry were at variance upoiithe subje(5t, s'o 

* It is much to be deplored that this, ot fome other form of 
religious instrudlioh for children, ha* not been in more common 
. use among the Baptists. 
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is to p^ralize their exertion^, eij^er for or against the 
bill. These remarks, by tHq ^Y> apply only to reli- 
gious Societies, adihg as suGh^/^ IndiyHuals of Sill 
.sects and parties joined in tlie. opposition. ' ' 

. The general committee then went into the consi- 
deration of a law for the ihcorppration of the Epis- 
copal society, and thereby yefting cerfairi propfertyiri 
them; Upon this subject they R^solved^ That pefi^ 
tions ought to be drawn and circulated in the differ- 
ent counties^ and presented tpthe next general As- 
sembly, praying for a repeal of tlie incorporating act, 
ind that the public property which is by that act ves- 
ted in the ^Proteftant Episcopal Church be sold, and 
the money applied to public use*, and that Reuten 
pord and John Lel^and attend the next^assemibly, as 
agents in behalf of the general committee. 
' The sfchism which topk placie among the t?egulaf 
and Separate Baptiftsjf sooa after their rise in Virgi- 
nia, had never been, a? yet, entirely removed, although 
a very friendly intercourse had been occasionaUy kept 
up among them. 

. The time was now at hand wheii all differences And 
party spirit was about to be forever wiped off. The 
Ketocton or Regular Baptist Affociatiori, sent dele- 
gates to this general committee, arid 'they were re- 
ceived upon equal footing with thpse from the Other 
affociations. This gave rise to the fdllo wing recom- 
mendation : 

^^ It is recommended to the different affociations to 
appoint delegates^ to attend the next General Com^ 
miitee, for the purpose of forming an union with the 
Regular Bap tifh.'* 

^ Friday/, Auguji lo, 1787.— The fourth session of 
the general committee was holden at Dover meeting 
house in Goochland county. Delegates from six as- 
sociations assembled.* . 

* There weri only fix aflbciationf at this, time in the flate, fo, 
that they were, all reprefeated. 
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T}i$ Rev. M^flj|s;1^ii>rda^^^^ Werd ^p- 

DQint?d to waU bii die geAeVal as$embl)r, Tttportedi 
lUiat dccordinff tx> their iriftrUctionis, th^jr presented d 
.meiaori^ pr^yfil^ incprporating 4c t : 

that ihe n^moh^l W^ by the honorable 

ho]qi$c^ arid tliat. that mrt bf tke said a:ct, vv^ch res*- 
bpcttd tfee iricprpdr^tiOn ,df 'th« rrotcftant Episebpal 
Church, ?LS a religious society, ai^d tnarkirig ou* tifeg 
rules of th^ir procedure, was tepealj^d ; but t^at, that 
pirt whjQi^ respected, the glebes, fice* remaihedas it 
If wgi5. ' . 

\Vher?uj>or>, the qijeftioa was put whether the ge* 
per^I cQjtpjmitl^e viewed the gleues, jScc: as j^whMi^ 
pf operty-v--|y ^ ni^Jority of one i^y ii^eided thil 
1^^ were. *They did not howevef , at this tm^, ^ehd 
^y raemprial to trie general assetnbly* 

Agreeable to appointment, thfe sul]^^?* of Ae union 
of Kegular arid Septate Baptifts, was takeri u^ ; itfA 
% happy and effectual recohciliation w:as aceo^|4ifli^' 
'ed. • ^ ' ' ; - . 

Thie objections pri the "part of the Separates, i*]^*; 
ted chiefly to naatters of trivial iifaportariee^ and hacl 
b?en for spine time removed, ks to being a bar pf comv 
munion • Giji the other hand, the Regulars comj^ain*^ 
edf that the Separated were not sufficiently expIiGit 4ft 
their principles, haying never published or sanction- 
ed any confeffion of faith ; and that they kept Witb-^ 
in their communion, maiiy who, were professed Ar- 
miniansj &c* To these things, it was answered %y 
the Separate:s, that a large majority of theiiii believed 
as much, in dieir confession of faidi, as they did them- 
selves, although they did not entirely approve of th^ 
practice of religious societies, binding themselves to* 
nrictly by confessions of faith, seeing thefe was dan- 
ger of their finally usurping too high a pkce : that 
if there were some among them> who leaned tOomncK 
towards the Armifiiaii systetn, they were gene- 
rally men of exemplary piety> arid gre^t usefulness 
in the Redeemer's kingdom ; and they conceived if 
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• ' ' . , • 

l^etter to bear with some diversity of opinion in 4oc» 
tfines, than to break with men^wtosechriiliaiicfe^ 
it\ent, rendered them amiable in the eftimation of all 
tViie lovers of genuine godliness. Indeed, that srome 
of them had now beconie fath^s in the gospcl^^ who 
previous to the bia^ which their minds had received, 
na(l borne the brunt and neat of persecution, whose 
Jaboufsand sufferings C^ad hid Wessed, ^ml ftill tries- . 
sed, to the great advancdnient of hi^. cause : To elt- 
clude such as these from dbeir commum^ would be 
lij^^c tearing the limbs from the bojdy; 

l^hese and such Ulce arguments^ were agitated both 
in public ^nd private, so that all minds were much 
mollified, before th?. final' arrd successful attempt %'t 
union, 

The terms of the union were entered: on the mi*^ 
nutes in the fbllowfng words, wz. 

** The cornxpittec appointed^ to consider the terms 
of unioji w^ith ou^ Regular Brethren;, Rpporied ; that 
they conceive the nianner iit which die I^egufer Bap- 
laft confession of iaith h^been recerved by a former 
aflbciatipn, i^ die gjtnmdrTXY'ork for suchunion/* 

jl^ftcr considerable debate, as tai3ie propriety of ha-' 
ving any confession of fkith at al!^ tnc report of the 
ConimJttec was received with the following o^plana- 
tion; 

y To prevent the confession of feith flrotri usurpingf 
a tyrannical power over the conscience of any, w^ 
do hot mean, that eveiy persorr is bound to the strict 
observance of every tmng^ therein contained ^^ yet 
that it holds forth the cfferitial truths of the gospel, 
and that the doctrine of salvation by Ghrift arid f^ee 
jirimerited gr^ce^ alone, ou^ht to be beUeved by every 
chriftran, arid maintained by every mihifter of die gos- 
pel. Upon these terms we are united-^ and desire 
liereafter that the names Regular and Separate, be- 
buried in oblivion ; and that, from henceforth, we 
Adl be known by the name of the United Baptist' ^ 
Churches of Cbist^ in Virginm^^ // ..: 
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This union has now (r.809,) continued upwards of 
522 years, without any interruption. The bands of 
union,. §re apparpntly ' much ftronger than at firft^, 
}t is ^it:c pleafing fouietimes to find, that members 
and even minifters of ^telligence, an^ong the Bap- 
tifts, have manifefte^ a total unaccjuajnt^nce with the^ 
t;prm« Regular. and Separate^ .when they h^-ve b?ea. 
ocjcafionally pap ntioned in their company. From" 
this, is is plain, that all party spirit is now laid ^siqe,^ 
and that it was a union of hearts as well as parties, 
» It i;g worthy- of remark, ^^hat this Conjudtioh, of dif- 
fevpred brethren, took .place at a tipa^, when^ great 
r^^ival of religion had already commence<;i> and not. 
far from the time, when it fhould burft forth on the 
light hand and on the left, throughout the ftate.-— 
Some of our reflefting readers, will, impute this to a, 
pfovidential interference of God, difpofing the hearts* 
qf his people to love and peace, in. order to prepare 
thepi for the day of his power^ Others will fay, ra* 
ther the work having already begun, a.revivalof true 
religion always tepds to open the hearts of the friends 
of God, and makes them flretch the robe of charity, 
fp ^s r(?ally to cover a niultitude of faults. Whether' 
tq the one, or to the other, or to both thefe caufe^ 
may be afcribed, the accommodating teniper of. th6 
twop^r^jesi certain it is, that nothing jCQuld be more 
falutary. The ointment poured upon Aaron's head^ 
was not more favoury : The dew on Hermon, was 
not more fructifying, tl?an is the union of brethren^ 
it U there, even where love reigns, that the Lord com- 
mands his bleffing, life eternal, life for ever more. 

The next general committee met at Williams^s 
•meeting hpule, ^Goochland county, Friday the 7th of 
March 1778 • Delegates from four affociations at--^ 
tended. ^^ 

The religious political fubjeds, which wej:e tak«iK 
up at this feffion, were : ' * ' 

I ft. Whether the new federal conftltution, vyhicli 
had now lately made its appearance in public, made 
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fufficientproylllo^fpr the fecure enjoyment of reli- 
gious liberty^ oh ^which, it was agreed unanimously, 
th^t, iathe opinion of the^^eneralcQmmittee,itdidnot. 
24, .Whether a 'petit^pn ihall be oSered to the next 
general afleinbly, praying for the fale of the vacant 
glebes. . * 

. After much (}elih?ration on this fubjedt, it was fi- 
paUy deterrpipedi,that petitions ftiould beprefented to 
the next. general aflembly, asking- the lalf of the va- 
cant glebed, as being pub|ic property ; and accords 
ingly, four perfons were chofen from the general com -4 
mittise to prefent their rnemorial,viz. Eli Clay, Reu- 
ben Ford, John Waller and John Williams.* 

^d. Whether a petition Ihould be oitered to the 
general zffcmbly, praying that the ydke of flavery 
may be made mpre tolerable . Referred to the next 
feflion. 

: It jippears froin the mmiites of this feflion, that let- 
ters had been receiyed from (he Revd. Afa Hunt, of 
Mafl'achufetts, and the Jlevd. Lemuel Powers, of 
New- York ftate, propofing a correfpondence between 
the General Committee and the Northern aflbpiations, 
to which proppfal the general pommittee readily agreed, 
and appointed Mr. Leland to vjfit 4s many of them^ as 
he could conveniently. Letters of correfpondence 
were alfo prepared, Hopes were entertained by fome, 
about this time, of forming a general meeting, to be 
composed of delegates from all the ftates in the union. 
Such a plan, however defirable, was never put into 
pradlice. 

The firft propofal for publiihing A History of the 
I{i$e arid Progress of the Baptists in Firginia, was 
made at this feiffion; 

' The next feflion of the general committee was at 
Dupuy's meeting hous^, Augufl: the xith, 1788. 
^Delegat^s from five aflfqciations attended. 

• The memorial was presented, ai^ siinilar m«morials and petitions cpntl- 
jjucd to be prefented to the legislature from the general committee until 1799, 

whenthey gained their objc6^, •. - 
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The qiiejftion wjiethcr a roempri^lfljoui^ be fent t<r 
the general aifcOiUy jLt their »QXt feflion, refpiedtm^ 
the glebe lantls^ was takeii up/ ^F/^eret/)3^o;7/it was 
rciblved, that the buiinefsi ihoial4 be eritrufted to the 
care of Elders Leland^ Waller and Clay,, td be fcft 
difcretionary in them, to prdfent a pa^mbfiiai or ftot, a^' 
they may think beft* On examinios the papers di- 
reded to the general committee at (ma feiffi(»i, it was 
found- that i letter was received froth ?he R^. James' 
Manning, Prefident of ProVideiicc College inBihode- 
Ifland, recommending and encouragiiig the Bajptiflb^^ 
of Virginia, to ere<ft a feminary of learning. This 
fubjed was, of courfe takep up, $nd they caifae to the- 
following decifion, viz. 

Resolved, Tliat a cgmqiitfee of five perfbns^ on each 
fide of James River, be appointed to forward the bufi-: 
nefs refpeding a feminary of learning,- accordingly 
Samuel Harrifs, John Williams, Eli Clay, Simeon^ 
Walton and David Barrow^ were appointed oji the 
South ; and Robert Carter, Joh« WaHer, Wm. Frif- 
toe, John Leiand ^nd Rc;^lben Ford, on the North fide 

offi^id rivcFv 

Resolved^ That Samuet Harrifs, John Williams; 
Simeon Walton^ John Leland, Henry Toler and Lew- 
is Lunsford, be appointed to colled materials for com* 
piling and publiihing a Histoty of the Baptkis in Vir-^, 
gvniay and report to the nexf general committee. 

The next general copimittee met in Richmond^ 
Auguft the 8th, 1789- Delegates from 7 afibciations " 
met. Samuel Harrifs, Moderator, B.?]flbcn Ford, 

Clerk. 

At this seflion, letters and minutes of correfpon- 
4ence were received from various quarters. The use^ 
fulnefs of the general committee, in keeping up a cor- 
rcfppndence and intercourfe among the Baptifts through- 
out the United States, was inconceivable. From Georr 
gia to Maflachufetts they were known, and received 
occafionally from fome, and fi;atedly from others, let- 
ters, miimtes and other indications of fellowf]hip> S<^ 




Rat/ If ft genefd union x>f men, emb;irked ih the same 
hea^'eiily Caufe, could be idfteeincd dcfirablc, then ottght 
tv^e to eileem the gei^cfal toinmittec as an in^itutioii 

founded in wisdom V 
The committee feir tht ,ph>motion trf" a feminity of 

leafnmg^ appointed iaft^rcar. Was c^ntinacd^ with the 

^heratipn of a few j)erfon^^ 

• Sundry periop^ w^e alfo added, te> thofe appointed 

taft ye^r, lot the coHedion of doctrrtients, for printing 

a liijtpry ofi%e Bhe and Progress of Ike Bapti^siit 

The propriety of hereditary flavcry, wa^alfo taken 
Up at this fedion^ and aliter fome time employed in the 
cohfidefatioti of ttie fubjeft, the foHowing relbliitioa 
was offered by Mr. Leland^ and adopted t 

Ktsotved, That flavery is a violent deprivation of the^ 
rights of nature, and incbnfiftent. with a republican 
government, and therefore recominticnd it te our bre- 
thren, to make ufedf every legal meafure^ to extirpate 
this hprrid evil frotn the land ; and pray Almighty 
God that our honorable legislature may have it in their 
power to proclaim the great Jubilee, confiftent with 
the^ prlndpl^ of good' policy. 

liipfe who had formerly gone under the name o^ 
Regulars, fent a ^etter to this general committee^ rt^ 
monftrating againft fome things Kcenfed atpong that 
part of the Baptifts f6rmerly called Separates. 

To which an answer w^s sent by the general com-* 
iiHttce, which proved fatisfactory* 

At this general committee, was JoQmz Batnes a 
preacher, who was born blind. As the God of feature 
woqld be merciful, whenever he deprives any of his 
creatures of one natUf al endowment, he commonly 
doubles their capacity in (omething elfc* Mr. Barne* 
probably pbffefled the moft Angularly retentive memo-* 
ry, ^s to any thing he heard, especially what' vm {»ead 
tQ him, of any o^he'r min livings He would preach d 
long.iermon; and qubtean uncommon number of texts 
, oFTcriptufe, ti> prove his points, of which he-^^iM 
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always tell; both chapter ^nd verfe. , He was an excel- 
lent preacher and a very pious liian.. He wasV.flktiv^ 
?nd refident of North Carolina/ Hut travelled mucKiii 
Virginia. He diecj in the year 1786. . 

•; The feled cqnai^ittcleappdi)ted to^"^^^ materials 
for compiling a history of ilie pan^^^ Vjrgihict^ 
Reported,' That they liad pi:o<cee^e4 Tp 1^^^ 
to find a foundation laid,, for ieni:er&g ohihe faid work,' 

Resolved therefore^ That the Rpv. John Lelahd anjl 
j'phn Willi irns, be recommended by the general coin*-' 
mittee to engage in compiling the faid history^ and 
that the brethren hitherto engaged in .coUeftihg mate- 
rials, do fiirnifli the faid compilers as far as they can, 
and that the proiSts arifing from the work, be wholly 
to the compilers. - 

The b ufi ncf& re^pefting feminaries of learning, was 
referred to the next general committee. 

The next general committee met at K uckors iheet- 
ing houfe, Goochland county. May the i4th^ ^79 ^^ 
Delegates from fevcn alTociations were enrolled. 

The firft bufinefs in which they engaged was tocbn- 
fider whether they had not dejparted from their former 
plan. This queftion produced a long debate. It vyia§ 
determined that they, had deviated from their driginal 
plan ; that the original defign of the general cbiximit- 
tee was, only to confider religious political grievances, 
and to feek for redrefs. Resolved jtherefo'^e, that that 
part of the 3d article, which coritainis thefe vS^ordS t 
** And ail references from tkedi/iricl affociatiom, res^ 
peB in g matters that matf concern the whole bodi/^'' be 
ftruck out, 

Confideririgi that neither aflbciations nor the geiie- 
ral committee ever pretended to any thing more, than 
the power of giving advice ^ this declfion was certain- 
ly very injudicious. What poflible mifchief, it may 
be asked, could arife from receiving references from the 
aflbci^tions, refpedting matters of a general nature.—- 
It would fcem, to an impartial mind,' to be the furcft 
road to uniformity, and confequently to harmony and 



GENERAL COMMlTtEE,. 8l 

peace. Thisdecifion, otfoniethingclfc proved fatal 
to the fifing profperity of the general committee. For 
from that feffion, it began to decline, and fq continue 
id until it Was finally diffolved in the year 1799. • 

Having thus cramped themfelves, they proceeded 
lo the confideration of other matters* The memo^ 
rial againft the glebes, &e. wis the only bufinefs be- 
fore Aem. 

This fefl5ion df the general committee was the ful- 

left, and the mbft refpedable of any that had ever been 

holden in Virginia : There being aa aflemblage of the 

greateft Baptift preachers, rcfiding within the ftate^ 

befides two or three from Georgia, Who in point of 

talents, might be honourably compared with any, in 

any part of the world. Thefe vfcte the Rev. Silas 

Mercier arid the Rev. Jereniiah Walker 5 of the latter 

of whom, much has already been faid. Thefe two 

men; although agreed upon the point of baptism^ and 

^eirefbre both Baptift s, were much at variance, upcm 

the dodrines of free will, ahd free grace ; or as they 

are fbmetimes, by way of diftindtioii called, Calvi^ 

liifmand Arminianifm* Mr. Mercer was a decided 

Cal^inift, and Mr. Walker, as decided ail Arminian ; 

though it mud: be confeflcd, that neither of them 

Carried their fyftem to fuch extremes, as they have 

%een carried by many. Mr. Mercer denied the doc*- 

tfineof eternal reprobation, and Mr. Walker ac* 

i:nowledged that of imputed righteoufnefs. In the 

general committee each had a refpcAable party, tho* 

the Calvaniftic fide was much the large ft. It is hard 

to fay, which of the two had the advantage in point 

^f talents. They were both, men of fuperlati^e 

original genius, and neither had the advantage of a 

^kflical education.^ To remedy the defe<ft of which, 

each of them had applied himfelf to reading, though 

at fomewhat a late period of life, and it is not eafy 

to determine which of the two was moft advanced 

in the knowledge of books. As it refpe<3:ed addrefs, 

either in, orout of the pulpit. Walker had greatly the 

L 
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fupcriority. 'His manners in private companiesjp 
were exceedingly attaching. Gentle, affable, polite ^ 
cheerful yet grave^, familiar yet dignified j he was, 
in a word, every thing that could encourage the back- 
'jvard, or foothe the irritable. His converfation was 
ienfible, and judiciously adapted, tothofe with whom 
lie was conversing. He wajs by no means urgent or 
positive, in fupporting his opinions, but ^vould ply 
his competitor with ilrong arguments, as if they were 
pearls thrown before him, which he might gather up 
as his own, or leave themj and it is probable, few 
men could make gewgaws look more like jewels, 
than Jeremiah Walker : his was a fweetened dofe. 
tn the pulpit, although Walker poffefled but little 
rhetorical fire, (at leaft in his laft days), yet he was 
singularly entertaining. When Walker preached, 
there were few liftlefs hearrers. 

Mercer, on the other hand, both in his countenance 
and manners, had considerably the appearance of 
fternnefs ; and to feel quite free in his company, it 
was neceffary to be well acquainted with him. He 
feldom talked on any other subjed, except religion* 
and when in company with young preachers, or thofe 
who might queftion his dodrine or his opinions, his 
remarks chiefly turned on polemical points. He was 
indefatigable iniiriving to maintain his,points> and 
.for this .purpde would hear any, and all obje(5tions, 
that could be raifcd, and would then labour assiduous- 
ly to remove them. His arguments, however, nei- 
ther in private nor public, were ever drefled with 
oratorical oroaments. He did not aim at it. Indeed 
hp did not feem to wifh it. He fpoke and adledlike 
one, who felt himfelf furrounded by the impregna- 
ble bulwarks of truth, and therefore, did not wifli 
to parley. R egardlefs of the mountings of his ar- 
mour, his whole attention was occupied in wielding 
it well, and in affuring himfelf and others, that it 
was made of durable metal. He feemed to be fear- 
ful of hurting the real fplendour of his diamonds^ by 
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a fiditious gliftening. Having thus (hortly pourtray- 
ed thefe t\yo men, as they appeared to us when in Vir- 
ginia in '91, we wiU give fome account of their mea- 
lures to fupport their opinions, while with us. Mer- 
cer being on the popular side^, was chofen to preach 
oil Sunday. Walker, withfgme difficulty, obtained 
leavp to preach on Monday. Mercer went fully in,-» 
to the arguments tending to ill uft rate and prove his 
fyftem. He was mafterly indeed. , He fpoke, as one 
having authority. His fermon, left deep and durable 
impreiSons* Walker alfo defended his principles^ 
in an ingenious and mafterly manner* Feeling him- 
felf meafurably prefled down, by the popular cur- 
rent, he could not difplay the fame bold aild com- 
manding fpirit, as his competitor felt : He was how- 
ever by no means deficient in clofe and forcible ar- 
guments. From the general comniittee, they both 
' travelled and preached extensively, through the ftate, 
creating wherever they went, much converfgtion and -, 
agitation of mind among the people. Walker pub- 
lilhed a pamphlet, entitled, ** The fourfold founda^ 
Hon of Calvinism examined^ and shaken*'* It was 
qertainly no mean performance, and Was thought to 
have made temporary impreffions upon many ftrong 
Calvinifts. Mercer alfo had books upon the cqnte fl- 
ed points, but not of his own compofition* The ul- 
timate confequence of this inveftigation of principles, 
wiasj a decreafc of Arminianifm among the Baptifts 
of Virginia, and a much- greater uniformity in the 
dodrincs of grace. Some were thought alfo, after 
thefe events, to have pufhed the Calviniftic scheme, 
to an Antinomian extreme. 

Their n^xt meeting was at Toqiahawk meeting- 
house, Chcftcrfield county. May 12th, 1792. Dele- 
gates from nine aflbciations met. . 

It was now made a qUeftipn, whether thelaft ge- 
neral committee had not cramped themfelves by the 
amendment to .the conftitution, in the third article. 
In order to decide this point, a committee vvas ap- 
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pointed to frame a folution which after fome amend- 
ments, was in the; following words, viz, 

^ After maturely deliberating on a variety'of circum- 
stances, your committee suppose that the biisiness of the 
general committee is to consider all the political griev- 
ances of the whole Bajrfiist society in Virginia, and all 
references from ussopiationa; as also other circumstan- 
ces, which evidently relate tp the external interest qf the 
whole body of Baptists, and no other concerns .what* 
e^ver/' 

This explanation of the power of the general com<^ 
niittee is certainly very obscure. It is ilill doubtful 
how far their power extended, feeing various con- 
Itructions mignt be put upon the import of the words 
cxterniil intere/i^ But the mpflt obvious impropriety 
exids, in the proceedings both of this arid the laft ge- 
neral committee, upcm this fubject. The general 
committee for '91, alters the cpnftitutiqn by which Ihe 
exifts. That of '92 al^rs it agatin, and almoft if not 
altogether, brings it back iq Jiatu qua. Now, it may 
be aiked, can it be proper for any afleniWy who de- 
rive their power, not from themfelves, but from fome 
other source, to abridge or enlarge those powers,^ 
without cbnsruiting those, froni w'^^"'^^ ^^7 Qrigina-» 
ted. The cpnftitution having been, either directly 
or indirectly sanctioned, by all the affociations who. 
compofe the general committoe, no alteration could 
rightly be naade, without their approbation^ If it 
were otherwise, it would be perfectfy needlefs to have 
any conftitution, as they would be no longer bound 
by any part, oftcnfive to themselves, thant the time it 
would take to alter it. Fr^squent change^,, in. any in^- 
Aitution, invariably tends to lessen its stability. . 

The old queftion, respecting the glebes and church^ 
es, as it was generally called, of course was taken up, 
and fell into its usual channeL 

At this session several books defigncd for publica- 
tion, were offered to the general committee, in order 
to obtain their sanction^ This was granted. This isi 
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pne, :6f many WaysJ jin which ^uth a meeting might 
be usefuL To bring a l?pok, (fcligned for publication^ 
immediately before a public assembly, in order to ; 
gain their approbation,, woijlci he, impracticable; but 
a general meeting niight be useful, by appointing a 
ilanding comniittee, for the purpose of examining any 
thing intended for tte pref§, which directly concerns 
the honour and interefts of the Baptifts. This lelect . 
committee might make a report; ftating the outlines 
of the book> according to which tbe general meeting 
could pix^erfy give^ or .withhold their recommenck- 
tion ; this would probably, on the one hand, give cur- 
rency to guch tracts as poflefs merit; while, on the 
other haud> it might happily suppress such, as would 
do injury to the cause of God and truth. 

The gefneralcommitteexontVnucdtobe hdlden, at; 
the ufual tinte of year j^ at th^ifaUbwing places, viz, 
J793 at Muddy creek meeting houfe^ Powhatan coun- 
ty, 1794 atWinns'^ meeting houfe/ Hanover coun^ 
ty*< -1:795 at B^Qundabout meeting houfe, Louifa 
county. . 17.96 at Dupuy's meeting hopfe, Powha- 
tan county • 1 797 at U pper King & Queen meeting ' 
houfcy King ScQutm county. 1798 at Buckingham 
Old Churchy Buckingham county* 1799 at Waller's 
meeting house, Spottfylvania county, where they 
agreed to diSblve, ^ During this period, an unreafon- 
able jealoufy, of their exereifing too much power, 
was often manifelled, both by affociations, and indi- 
viduals. This, added, to .fpme other causes, produced 
a gradual declenfion in the attendance of members^ 
as well a§ a ncrvelcfs languor, in the transacflion of 
bufinefs. The remonftrance refpeding glebes, &c. 
was the only bulinefs which excited no jealoufies, 
and that was the only matter which w*as ever com- 
pleted after the year 1792, 

The buiirfcpfs refpefting z Seminary of Ixarningf] 
was in 1793, committed to the hands of the .Rev,; 
John Williams and Mr. Thomas Read, of Charlotte, 
who reported the following glan> That 14 truftces 
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be appointed, all of tvhom fhall be Baptifts : That 
thefe at their £rft meeting, appoint sev6n others of 
fome other religious denomination : That the whole 
21, then form a plan, and make arrangements for ex- 
ecuting it. This scheme was proceeded in, fo far as 
to appoint the whole of the truftees, who had one or 
two meetings, in which advances were made towards 
maturingthe plan. But apprehenfive that they fhould 
not be able to procure fufficient funds, with fome other 
discouragements, they finally abandoned it. 

The compilation of a hiftory of the Virginia Bap- 
tifts, haviifg been committed wholly to the hands of 
Mr. Williams after Mr. Leland's removal ; he had 
made no inconfiderable progress in collefting docu- 
ments, when in consequence of the decline of his 
health, he found himself under the necessity of re- 
figning his truft. This he did, in a letter to the gene- 
ral committee, in ^794. The committee received his., 
refignation, and refolved to decline it for the prefent . 

The laft adl of the general committee was to re- 
commend to the ajGTociations to form a plan for a ge- 
neral meeting of correspondence, to promote and pre** 
serve union and harmony among the. churches. Of 
which meeting, a fhprt account may be found in the 
fallowing chaptjir. ; 



CHAPTER VHL ^ 

The Ovighi and Ilisiory of the General Meeting of Cor- 
respondence, until the present time. 

Jlf^^ 1800.— Delegates met at Liles's meeting hoiife 
from several aflbciations, for the double purpose of 
revifing the confefEonof faith, and as a convention 
to form a conftitution for a general meeting. The 
bufinefs was committed to a felecft committee. On 
Monday inorning, the conftitution as prepared by thp 
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Seleff committee, was reported. and received. The 
great jealoufy which had been exprefled by the affo*- 
ciations respCfStihg the general committee, put the 
Convention so much upon their guard, that in form-t- 
ing the conftitution> they almpft gave them nothing 
to do. Their bufinefs, if it could properly be called 
the bufiness of a meeting, was tojcoUeftandpublilh 
useful pieces, somewhat inthe nature of a magazine^ 
which was to be sold to defray its own expence. The 
advantages refiilting froin a general intercourfe of the 
affociations iix Virginia, v^^ere fo obvious, that its friends 
\veve Xvilling to have a meeting, upon any terriis which 
would accomplilh that end. It must have been 
foreseen, that unless they could be employed in fome- 
thing which might be thought beneficial, the meet- 
ings would be but thinly attended • But few could be 
found willing to travel long distances, without hav- 
ing any otlier bufiness, except that of seeing each 
other, and communicating the good or evil tidings, 
which every one brought with him. Accordingly, 
the meetings were attended, but by few, for several 
years. Only three affociations, viz. Dover, Goftien, 
and Albemarle, adopted the conftitution, at firft. — 
When they met from year to year, nothing being pre-^ 
pared for the press, little else was done than to re- 
gulate the internal concerns of the meeting, and ap- 
point the time and place of the next. So dragged on 
the General Meeting of Correspondence^ until May 
1 807, when they met at Buckingham Old Church, in 
.Buckingham county. Delegates from four aflbcia-. 
.tions met (Appommattox having fallen in). Like- 
wise the Roanoakfent a meflengerto gun informati- 
on, not having as yet determined. This meeting, 
•finding from experience, the improbability of ever car*- 
rying the lirft conilitution into eiRd, resolved to form 
a new one ;* such as they in their judgments, believed 
to be for the good of the cause, and not merely with 

; * By this constrtatit)n they could take upany TTi^ttef, previous- 
ly decided on, in any affociation. 
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a view to adapting it to the suspicious minds of a fcW 
leading charadlers, who were perhaps a<ftuated from 
upright, though miftakcn motives • In order to give 
full time for dm iuvcftigation of this ilew conftitution^ 
the next general meeting was fixed on the 4th Satur- 
day in October i8o8. 

Accordingly, oh the above date, the GenefUl Meet- 
ing aflembled at Bethel meeting house, in Chester- 
field county. Six aflbciationsT^d adopted the hew 
conftitution, and had fent their delegates, viz. Dover, 
Goflien, Albemarle, Appomattox, Ro^hake and Me^ 
herrin. 

The former Moderator being abfent, by death, Ro-^ 
bert B, Sempl6 was chofen Moderator^ and Reuben 
Ford, Clerk. 

The general meeting took up the following bufi- 
nefs : '1 he propriety of pffqrif^g ^a address to. Mr. 
Thomas Jefferfonj Prefidentof the United States, who, 
having ferved his coijntry faithfully for many year^, 
was now about to retire from public life. The ad- 
dress was unanimously voted, and fent on ; to which 
the President returned an immediate anfwer. (See 
this addre^ and the answer' in Appendix .) It also ap- 
peared fromsomb late publications, that the Baptifts 
in Virginia had been. misrepresented, as .to their fen-^ 
timents respefting human learning. It was determine 
€d, at this meeting, to rebut this calumny, by publiih- 
Ihg a few remarks on thatsiibjed, in the form of a 
circiilar letter, which was accordingly done. The 
Philadelphia aflbciation, some smaU time before this, 
iiad publifhed their centural fermoa. The author* 
of whiieh had written on^ that he had reserved 15^0 
or 200 copies of that fermon, for the disposal of the 
general meeting, as a present to them. At this meetr \ 
\sxgy harmony and peace reigned. Tlie preaching •■ 
and the public exercises generally, appeared to have j 
the divine fmiles. It was an encouraging meeting. 

■*• Samuel Jones. 
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The next General VI eeting of Correspondence was 
holden at Tar wallet meeting houfe, Odlober 2^th,.&c. 
1809. Delegates from five aflbciations affemWed.* 

1 he same Moderator and Clferk were chosen as 
last year. 

Tw(i> subjedtis were brought forward at this meet-^ 
ing, which if ever matured^ muft greatly conduce to 
the future happiness of th6 Baptists^ as a religious so« 
ciety. The religious education of children, and the 
eftabliflimdnt of sOnie seminaiy or public school, to 
ailift young preachers to acquire literary knowledge. 

The fi'rft wasdifpofedof by recommending to pa- 
rents the use of catedhisms, and especially one lately 
publiftied, for the use of the Baptift society ; arid the 
other, by appointing two p6rsons> ' to acquire infor*^ 
mation, and digdft a plan foi* siich a seminary; 

^TheCbnftitutioti of the Geiienil Meeting of Correspondence, 
htd now been adopted by a majority of aiTociatiOns In the ftate ; 
but, from fome caufe^ lever'al failed to n^U 
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TABtE OF THE DOVER ASSOCIATION. 
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Names of 
Cburches. 

'Ut r'l I J rill I II 11 

Hopefult 
Ckickahaminy 

CH%f of Rich-, 

I 

HoarSwmmp, 

Four Mite, 

Charles Cittf, 

Black Creek, 

James Ciiy, 

Williamsburg, 

Grafton, 

Hampton, 

Beeds, 

Tuckaho, 

'Salem, 



s e 



1773 



1771 



I8Q7 



05f >T3 



? 



17761 50 
\ 



17W 



t7S0 



45 



75 



J74 



4(y 



14 



1776 



1777 



1773 



I7fil 



1777 



1793 



1773 



1774 



;Cr. College, 



\ 



1802 



1775 



f 



12 

30 

330 

22 

90 

16 



iffli 



200 



83 



12 



130 
240 
100 
56Q 
90 
248 
2l7 
200 
96 
«00 
'4«7 
305 
267 



By whom 
planted. 



S. ffaMs, J 

Read, J- Wal 

ler A* others. 

S, Karris t J 
Read and J. 

trailer. 

Reuben Ford. 

J. Waller, S. 

JIdrrh, J. 

Bead* 

3, Harris, J, 

Read and /. 

Waller. 

J, Morris, 



Bi Baker, 
E, Baker. 
E. Baker. 

J. Clay, 

J. Anthony jr 
E. Baker, 

G, Famphlet. 
E. Baker, 

L Wright. 

S. Harris, J, 
Mead% 



Former 
pastors. 



W. Webber. 



R. Ford. 



R. Ford, 

J. Clay, R. 
Ford % W- 
Webber,. 
Several sup 
pliestno pas 
tor at first. 

J. Morris. 



Austin. 



J, Lindsey, 



J. Bradley. 

W, Barnes, 
T.Courtney 

J. Goodall. 



GPamphlet 



J. Wright. 



Present 
pastors. 



R. Ford. 
R. I'^rd. 
B» Bowles. 
B Reynolds 
J. Courtney 



Gountie$» 



/. Lindsey, 
W. Chpton. 
J. Turner. 



219 



106 



250 



L. Craigi 



T. WoeU 



J. Youngt 



J, Young, 

\J. Shackle- 
ford. 

r. Noel 

JCourtney, 
WB reding 



J, Gayle. 



R. Hurst. 



J. Self. 



J, Sorrel. 



Cro^chltad 

io. 
Hanover. 

Henrieo. 
4o. 

do. 

Charles Ci- 
ty. 

New-Kent 
& Hanover 

James City 

do« 

Vork and 
Warwick. 

ElizaWth 
City, 

Caroline. 
do» 
do. 
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Names of 
Churches. 



L. College, I 

Upper King ^ 
and Queen, 



Bruington, 
Exol, 




1 ft 






planted' 



Forwet 
pastqrs. 



gt J J. Courtney 
and others. 



1775 






Pocorone^ 
Upper Essex, 
Piscatdtvay, 
Glebe landing 
Hermitage, 

Zoar, 

Gloucester, or 
Fittswortk, 

Abingdon, 

Mathews, 

Hanover, 

J^omony, " 

Farttham, 

Wicomoco, 

Moratico, 



257 



L. Craig. 



1501 300 J; Greenwood 



1807 

1772 
1774 
1772 
1789 
1808 
1790 
1801 
1775 
178fl 
1786 
1790 
1804 



30 



17 



100 



40 



11 



20 \ 284 






1778 



346 



100 



88 



200 



93 



17 



80 



20 



14 



228 J. WaHer. 



147 J. Waller. 



92 R. Ware. 



280 L, Craig. 



229 /. Wfiller. 



J. Mill. 

r. Pitts. 

A. B, tem- 
ple. 

J. Ziewis. 
fi. Ware. 
J, Healey, 



Present 
pastors. 



Gcuntiei 



^JL 



■W««i*«MMM 



,L Mm. \ 

T. Noel. 

R, P, Sent' 
pie. 

/. Lewis, 
W, Todd. 



J, ffealey. 






t I 



230 
99 
283 
26S 
430 
4S56 

875 
30 



J, Waller. 
J. Waller,. 
J* Mullin. 
I. Lewis. 
I. Lewis. 

I. Lewis, 

J. SAaekle" 

^ord &* others. 
^ ^ . -> 

ir.Tolerand' 
L, Lunsford, 

J. Greenwood 
^ W, Mfdlin. 



261 



2G8 L* Lunsford. 



L. Lttnufard. 



T, Noel, 

J, Green- 
wood. 

W. mUin, 



Various 

supplies* 



J, Green- 
tpood. 



J, Lewis, 



L Mullin, 
J, Healey. 

D. Corey, 

R Hudgins; 
W Lemon. 

R. Siacy. 

D.fif^ley, 
J, Case. 



Jm Daxis. 



//. Toler. 

» 

IV. Mrrlfin, 

S Siraughn 

L Lvmfat*d 
^ S Crettih 



R. Stacy. 
tV. Fitehet. 
J, Bnvis. 
li. Toler. 



4o. 

King and 

Ctueen. 

do. 



dfK 

do,. 

do. 

Essex. 

do. 

Esses and 
Middlesex* 

do. 

 

Middlesest. 
Gloncjcstcr 

do. 
Mathews. 

K.vGcorge. 

Westmofe^ 
land. 

Richmond. 



SStraughrt 

^S,traugJm 



NorthnA^ 
beckmd.' 

Lancaster. 






H 
-I 

, I 



The blanks in the 7th colnmti meaii^ tio^fkStttr. • In al| the f est they nte^cn, 
that the matter was unknown. 
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In the above and atU the tables of the ^flbciations^ 
there are a few cafes, in which no pofitive information 
could be had ; particularly reipedting the time of the 
conilitution of churches, and their number at con- 
ftitution. In fuch cafes, our informants made their 
ft^tements to the beft of their recoUedion. 

CHAFI ER IX. 

The History of Hk Procepdings of the Dover Associati- 
on, from the division of the General Association^ until 
the present time . 

In our hiftory of the General Aflbciation, the rea«» 
der will fimi^ that in 1783, they divided into four dif- 
trids, of which two were on the South, and two on 
thn N orth fide of James River, called the Lower and 
Upper Uiftnfts, &c. fixing the boundaries on the 
North fide, from Manakm I pwn, on James River, in 
a ftraight line byfredericklburg to the Pptomack.^ 
3 'he two on the North fide, it appears, agreed to rnee^ 
together once a year, and to hold befidps, pne fepa» 
rate feflion in each diftrid. 

The prunutes for 1784 and 1785, have: not been 
procured.* . 

In November X786, they met at Ground Squirrel 
meeting houfe, in Hanover county. Wm. Webber 
was chofen Moderator, and Reuben Ford, C lerk.+ 

The only bufinefs of general application tranfaded 
at this feflion, was the folutipn of thp following cjucry ; 

** How i$ ordination legally performed ?" 

Answer.*^— • * A presbytery of mmijters are fully em^ 
powered^ to ordain any faithful man properly recom^ 
mended, whom tkey Jliall judge able to teach others ; 
and that minijiersfbfll be fuhj^d, to minijieris, with re^ 
gard to their call to the minijtry, an4 th^ doBrine they 
preach. The church where the mini/ter is a member, 
Jhali take cognizance oj: his moral charaBer.'* 

* It is mnch to be re|i;retted, that iio record book was kept, as to the pro* 
ceediu^s of the association about this time. 

f Mr. Wchbep discharged the duty of moderator from this time until the. 
session before hi» death. Mi', Reiiben Ford is still clerk te the assoeiatioo* 
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This decifion, though founded in reafon and fcrip- 
ture, gave umbrage to fome, who indulged ftrong 
jealoufies refpedting minifterial influence, and who 
held, that a call from a church was fufficient ordina- 
tioh. In confequcnce of this opposition, the fubjed 
was again introduced into the Dover Aflbciatipn, in 
the year 1792 : to our hiftory of which, the reader is 
referred. 

OBober I2th, 1787. — ^They met again at the Fado- 
ry in We ftrnoreland county. Letters from 2 r church- 
es w^e received. Many local matters were taken 
up and decided. The preaching at this aflbciation, 
was warm and heart-fearching. Some who werd 
there, speak of it as a very precious feafon. Such is 
always the cafe, when God is about to revive his 
work, 

OBoher Sd, I788.— The next and. lafl feflion of the 
united diftridts; was at Bufrafs s meeting hpufcj^ in 
Caroline county . 21 churches correfponded. After 
attending to a great deal of local bufinejfs, they agreed 
to finally divide.* To the Lower Diftrid: they 
agreed to attach the name Dover ; and Orange to the 
Upper. 

May 16, 1789.-~The Dover aflbciation met at Up- 
per King and Queen meeting houfe. Letters were re- 
ceived from 21 churches. This being the time of the, 
great f evivd, almoft throughout the diftrid, the let- 
ters teemed with the moft glorious intelligence. This 
aflbciation was attended by preacners from various 
quarters of the ftate. Their' labours by day and by 
night, were abundantly blefled. The fouls of faints 
were comforted, and many very many finners, were 
won over to Chrift. It was a blefled time. At this 
affociation, as well as at feveral before and after this, 
the perplexing queftion with regard to the marriage 
of flaves, waa introduced. The aflbciation refolvedj, 
that the ftate of the flaves of Virginia, was of fo fin* 

* The Lower Diftrift held feveral meetings feparate from the 
other ; but they -were thinly attended, and but little was done. . 
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gular and delicate a nature, that no general rule could 
apply. They, therefore^ advifed the churches to 
adapt their proceedings, to the nature of each cafe, in 
the moft prudent way. , 

OStober \6thj lyHg.-r-^The aflbciation met at Kil- 
marnock meeting hpufe, in Lancafter county, ly 
churches correfponded by letters, in which, very re- 
frefhing news is communicated. The revival was. 
ftill progreffing. Many hundreds had been baptized 
in the course of the year. 

No bulinels of importance was entered upon* 

May iji, 1790.— 'They met at Bpar Swamp meet- 
ing houfe, Henrico county. Letters from 19 church- 
es were received. The revival^ it appeared from the 
letters, had fubfided in a confiderable degree. The 
preaching and the religious exercifes.at this ailbciation, 
was exceedingly pleafant to the pious, who were pre- 
fcnt. ' '  

A matter which had produced confiderable confu-^ 
fion infome parts of the aflbciation, was now confi- 
dered, viz : Whether haptism was valid, when admi^ 
ni/iered by an unordained per fan. To which the af- 
lbciation replied : That, in caje& where the ordinance 
had been admimftered, in a folemn and religious man^ 
ner, that it might h^ conjidered as valid ^ and that per ^ 
Jons Jo baptized f might, be admitted ; as members of a 
church, upon hearing and approving their eiperi^ 
ence. 

OBober gth, lygo.-t—Tfaey metat Diamond meet- 
ing houfe in EiTcx county. -LettCTS from 29 church- 
es were received, which fpcak of pleasant times. . 

Tt^e only bufinefs of a permanent nature, tranfac3:-^ 
ed at this aflbciation, was the deciflqa of the follow-^ 
in^ query: 

Is a minifies: in duty bound to fefve a churckwha 
do not fupport him ? , 

Ai^wered in the negative. 

The correftnefs of this decilion has fiace been 
much queftioQed, 
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'Is the uiiion of paftor and church, merely a contract 
between them as parties ? If it is, then the decifion is 
corred: but, if the affuming the paftoral care of a 
church, partakes of the nature of a vow to God, as 
^dl as a contradt with the church, then the minifter 
• is bound to difch?tf ge the duties of a paftor, until he 
•has fatisfa*5tbry evidence, that God has exempted him 
firorri fueh duties 5 and defigns him for fome other place. 
T[%e non-compenfation of minifterial fervices, is not 
fufficient proof, that God does not will bis further la- 
bours in fuch a phce: Seeing, many minifters have 
been highly favoured of God, in places, -where they 
have received, little or no ccatipeniation from their 
shearers. The bdft conclijfion therefore, is, that al- 
though the church is cerifur^ble for withholding from 
the paftor his j oft right, yet the paftor is bound to 
God i and, has his promife, that he that trujls in him, 
JhuUpmnt no good thing. ^ . 

The circular letter on juftiification, by Mr* Toier, 
was much approved, and was ordered to be printed 
with the minutes. This is the firft inftanceof the 
minutes of this aflbciation being printed. 

OStober ^ihi^jg i . — Purfuant to appointtoMt, the 
aftbciation met at Kingfton meeting houfc, Mathews 
county A* Letters from 27 churches were received. 
They give no pleafing accounts of revivals, but hold 
forth a ftate of peace and tranquility, among the church, 

O&ober 13 if A, 1792. — -The aflbciation met at Bru-^ 
ington meeting houfe,. King and (Jueen county. Let- 
ters from 25 churches were received. By them it ap-* 
•pearcd, that in Dover diftricft, the harveft was paft, 
and the Sunwiier ended^ CoJdlefs^and languor, were 
gcnerally:<:omplained of. The great revival had now 
' iubfided> and the axe of difcipliiM^ wa^s laid at the root 
, of the tree. Many barren and fruitlcfs trees, were aU 
leady cut down/ Jn many of the churches, thenum-^ 
ber excluded, furpafted the number received.. The af- 
.fociation, however, was full. Great crowds attend- 

*t Now^called Mathews meeting honfe. 
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ed the preaching ; and, it was doubtlefs a happy fca-^ 
fon to God's children. ; 

Among other bufinefs oflefs note, the fubjedl of 
the ordination of elders or church-officers, was ta- 
ken up at this aflbciation^ A qucftion had been agiw 
tated for fome years, wliether ordination ought to be * 
by the impojitton of the hands of a presbytery^ or 
plurality vf elders (the mode commonly pradised in * 
Virginia), or, whether a $okmn call from 4i church 
was not suMdient. 

On the part of the advofeates bf ordination, with- 
out the impofition. of hands, it was argued, that 
churches were acknowledged to be iftdependent^ but if 
ihey could not obtain the full fe f vices of a mini/ier, 
unlefs he had been previously examined and ordained 
by a presbytery^ their injdependent^e t^as f4 far dcs^ 
troy id ; th^t churches mre better judgei, what gifts 
would flit t them, than presbyteries could be ; that the 
impofition of hands mentioned in ihe fcriptme, wa^ 
with a view to miraculous yUnd not common gifts i md 
Iqjily, that* it had the appearance, of b^ing governed 
too much, by forms k 

Tothefe arguments, it was ahfwered, that the new 
teflamcnt didfurely fanBion the praSticc of laying on 
of hands, in fome cafes, where no miraculous confe^ 
quences did enfue : thati although the impojitton of 
hands was a form, yet it was ajignificant form, nfed 
in all agesof Jhe Chri/iian church, for the purpqfe of 
confecruting, or /citing afide perfonsfor holy offices t 
i| tJmt baptilm and the Lord's supper were alfb external 

forms, but being fignificant, and fanBioned by th^ 
word of infpiration, they were owned and blejfed to 
the church : that is was true that churches werci and 
ought to be indeptndent, to a proper extent ^ but this 
independence did not authorise them to ordain officers, 
contrary to revelation, unless they were independent 
of God also : that no minister or deacon, was imposed 
iipon them but by their otmi consent : that although a 
(^urck might Judge better than a presbytery what 
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Calculated, to do permanent good, as Well astoadmi- 
nifter immediate gratification. It was a feaft to the 
Lord's family. The circular letter was written on 
the Nature of Aflbciations, from which, a quotatioii 
has been already made in page 42. 

' OBober loth, lygc — The next feffion was at Four 
Mile Ci-eek meeting houfe, M enrico county. No bu- 
finefs was transaded worthy of notice. From firft t^ 
laft of the meeting, every thing went on agreeably. 
The circular letter was written by F.lder Reuben 
Ford> on fhe duty of minifters, deacons and church- 
es. The writing the circular letter on this fubjeft, 
arofe from this circumftance : A Very worthy and 
ufeful minifter, had undertaken to difcharge fome 
public office, by which, he was much hindered from 
his tninifterial duties. It was fupppfed, that the rea- 
fonable demands of his family, made it neceflary^ 
having been neglected by the church. The letter 
was compofed with a view to flimulate churches, mi- 
nifters and deacons, to a regular perfof mance of their 
duties to 6ach other* The next affociation was ap- 
pointed at the Lower College meeting houfe in King 
William county. 

OBober 8/A, 1796.— Met agreeable tb appointment. 
Nothing important was attended to* 1 here was no 
angry diiputation, no whifperings, no parties ; but, 
after friendly debates, there were moft commonly 
unanimaus decifions. The circular letter was com- 
pofed upon the religious education of children, which 
subjedt was ilfo taken up, upon the following query : 

Ham ought the religious education of children^ ta 
be conduBed ? Which received the following 

Answer. — By the ufe of catechifms ; and we re-- 
contmend for the preftnt, fuch as may be judged ufe-- 
Jul. 

A coriimittee was alfo appointed to compofe a ful-^ 
table one, for the ufe of the members of the affociation. 
. The next affociation was appointed at Beftl^nd mcet- 
..ing houfe^ in Effex county. 
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XiBoberi/^thj T796. — Met agreeable to appointment* 
Elder Jphn Leland, from New England, attended. 
llis preaching and converfation at this aflbciation, 
vyas highly entertaining, as well as inftrudting, ef- 
pecially to young and inepxerienqed minifters. At 
this feffion, nothing but bufinefs of a local nature, 
called their attention. The circular letter for this af- 
foci^tion, was written by Elder Reuben Ford, with- 
out any appointed fubjeit, The affociation met in 
peace, continued in love, and parted with sorrow 
and hope. : " , ' 

OBober I3th, 179B. — The next aifociation met at 
Mathews rpeetinghoufe, Matthews county, according^ 
to appointmcn^ 'I'he letters did not detail any thing 
very intereiting. The bufinefs Was altogether Ipcal/ 
except as to tjie following 

Query. Jfhatistheopinioiioftheqjfocm^ 
cerning the wajhing the faints feet f ' 

Answer. fP^edonotcovJiderthewaJJwigoffee^ 
ordinance of the gofpel, but an aB of entertamrncfity 
and being a fervile aB^ appears to have been enjoined 
bij Chrijt, to be obferved by his difciples^ as a token of 
humility^ and may include any other aB, ^f^all^f per- 
formed by fervants. 

The circular letter was written upon thg fpbjed of 
Falls. As ufual, it was a time of love to God's peo- 
ple. The next ailbciation was appointed at Hickory 
jN^ck meeting houfe, James City county. 

OBober \2tht 1799 — They met according to ap^ 
pointpient* The letters of correipondence, seepipd 
now to afford more pleafing accounts. The day^ftar 
began to dawn. Great reviyals were in embryq. The 
place of this meeting was inconvenient to a majprity 
of the churches. In consequence of which, there 
was not fo full a reprefentation of the churches, as at 
fome other affociations. It was alSfo thought, tjjat 
the congregations were not fo large, as they qfui^lly 
atp on fuch occafions. The bulioeis of the aflbpia^i- 
oh,, vehich was entirely loc?aI^ was however, conducted 
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hsirmonipufly:. The circujar letter was written, oja 
the connexion betwee;j paftprs and churches* The 
next aflbciatipn, was appointed at Nuckol's meeting 
houfe, Goochland county. 

. .OBoher 1 UA, J 800*— They inet according to ap- 
pointment. Good news and glad tidings, now falu- 
€ed the ears and hearts of the pious. Glorious revi- 
vals were fpoken of in moft of the letters. So plea- 
ling was the information, that the aflbciationrcfolved' 
to decline prihtiiig, for the prefent, the circular letter 
written by the dire6tions of the lafl aflbciation, ancj' 
now,^ to draw up an account of the revival^, whicH 
was accordingly don^. Nothing fingular or general, 
was' trail faded at this aflbciation> It was a time of 
life, love and peace. I he next aflbciktion appointed 
At Matapony meeting houfej^ King and Queen county^ 
OSiober 10//?, 1-801 .*"They met according to ap- 
pointment. Fropi the letters it was learned, that the^ 
revivals fpoken of laft year, were ftill glorioufly go^ 
ingon, and fome new ones begun. At this aiTocia- 
tion, the preaching t^t\d other religious employmei^ts^^ 
itemed to have lingular effecSte. The fput*^ of chrif-- 
tians ivere enlivened, "and although for many years; 
the aflbciation, at all her meetings j, had experienced 
uninterrupted harrnony and peace, it muft be admit- 
ted that the religious enjoyment at this, rather fur- 
pafled that of any other. — A good deal of local, but 
no general bufinefs, occupied the attention of the af- 
fociation The circular letter was written, upon the 
ufe and abufe of fpirituous liquors^ The reafon for. 
taking up this fubjeft, is obvious to any who know 
the ftate of civil fociety. The next aflbciation was 
appointed at Nomini meeting hbufe, Weftmoreland 
county. "* 

OBoher Qth, 1802.— ^They met according to ap-. 
pointmenr. By the letters it appeared, that the re- 
vivals* in fome places, were rather on the decline ; 
in others, new ones commencing. Upon the whole, 
the. caufe of godlinefs was progreiSng, At this af*^ 



fociation, ^n attempt was made to eftablifh an unir 
lormity among the churches, ii> holding their churc!i 
meetings* Some churches admitted, to their church 
meetings, even for difciplinc and government,* all tho 
members of the church, naalc and. female bond- free, 
young and old. Others admitted all male member^ 
whether slaves or free., By.expericjncf ^this plan was 
found vaftly inconvenient* The degraded Hate of the 
minds of slaves^ rendered them totally incompeteiit 
to the task of judging correcftiy reipcding the bufi- 
nefs of the churqh, and in many churches, there was 
a majority of slaves : in qonfequence of which, 
great confufioa often arofe. The aflbciation at Ma- 
tapony direded» that the fubjeilfliauld be treated on 
in a circular letter* The letter argued and advifed, 
that although all members were entitlea to the pri*- 
vileges, yet, that none but free male members, Ihould 
exercifc any authority in the church. The afifociati* 
on, after fomje debate, ian£tioned the plan by a large 
majority, Nqmini meeting; houUb flands in the Northern 
peck, quite inconvenient for a majority of the church- 
€s. The affociation was of eourfe not fo full as ufual, 
but as usual it was au agreeable time. Th^ next af^ 
fociation was appointed at King and Queea meeting 
houfe. King and Queen county. / 

OBober Sth, 1803 •-—•Met according to appointment. 
By the letters we learn, that in fome churches, times 
were very pleading; but, in others, very much the 
reverfe. A fubjedt, long a matter of debate, among 
the Baptifts of Virginia, was debated and fettled at 
this aifociation, vi?. The pvopriehf. of preaching fu^ 
neral sermons. A query had been introduced into 
the aflbciation, the year before, and it was made the 
fubjcd: of the circular letter. The fentiments pf the 
letter were, that preaching funeral fermons, and fu- 
neral ceremonies, generally, were matters of perfedl 
indiiFerencc, and could have neither good nor evil in 
them. But, that things of indifference, could be 
turned by bad men, to.badpurpofes, and it was equal- 



ly obvious, that goocf men, when it was ili their powr* 
<^r, could and ought'todireft them to good purpofes. 
That the gofpfel Otight to be preached pn all occafions, 
\rheh there was^a hope' af its ddirf^ good. Ihit 
pleaching over thfe'deu3; was a kind of invitatloh t6 
go to the ht)Ule of^ rfiourhing; where the living niight 
lay It to heakr IPheise, -'with fbme other arsiiment!^ 
of lefs weight, feem,ed to clear up moft of the doubts. 
The letter was TfeceiYed With an almoft unanirnous 
ybte, Jn this ailbciation, an animated debate took 
place, on the propriety of passing church cenfures, 
upon members who will not contribute a reaionable 
proportion to the expences of the church. The de- 
cifion was, that no cenfure ought to paft on that ac- 
count. The fubjeft was, however, refumed th§ 
pnsuing year, and tbedccifion'was given in the fol^ 
lowing words : " * .- ^ . 5 . , 

'' We never doubted but tha^. according^ to the gospel^ 
it was the duty of every membQ^'of the church 10 con- 
tribute to the expen'ce of thexHtsi'chJ-arcdrcling as the 
Lord had prospered him ; but we ^upposcil it might be 
productive of aisagi^eable' (jio^ns^'queiKies, if the eiiurrh 
undertook to judge of the* abifitias'df members, and to 
censure or approvje.thera.^ . :, 

At this aflbciation, times were agreeable, fo far as' 
refpe<5ted religious employments ; but the happinef^ 
of many, was fomcwhat leffened, by a practice which 
had long prevailed, more or lefs, • at aflbciations and 
great meetings, but which here arofe to a very dif- 
tressing height, viz. The felling of fpiritiious liqtwrs, 
hy wicked and worthlefs perjhns; in confequence'of 
which, many who were to unprincipled ana wicked, 
as not to reftrain themselves, became intoxicated, and 
of courfe diforderly. Warned By thefe events, mea- 
fures have been taken by the aflbciation, fince the 
above period, to prevent fuch abufes, and they have 
been as fuccefsful as could be expefted, in fuch a cafe. 
The next afTociation was appointed at Four Mile 
(Dreek meeting house, Henrico county, - . 
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^OSt'obet 13Y/J, iSt)4.-— They met according to dp- 
pointment. i^ rom the letters, it appears that nq re^" 
vival exiiled in any chiircl^i ^but from Ibme, there 
were (ionfiderable expedations^ Several mattep of 
a general and important nature^ ocqipiedihe attenti^ 
on of the aflbciation at this meeting, viz. •* The con^ 
Jejffion of faith;'' *' The .Wjiopj] of the Baptifts in 
Virginia ;" ^^1 he appointment of Union Meditigs ; ' * 
and *' A Remoji/irojice againft a law of T^nrinia, 
rtfpeBing nigjit mpelings.'' All of which, will be 
noticed in otner places of this work. About this 
time, the Baptifls in this aflbciation, received a griev- 
ous wound in the wretched apoftacy. of one 1 hoims 
Bridges, who had been a preacher of fome celebrity, 
but was now convidted and fent to the penitentiary, 
for horse ftealing. The friends of Zion mourned, 
not because the foundation of God was fhaken, or 
could be fhaken, but becaufe the caufe of truth was 
too plaufibly, though fallaciously reproached. To 
obviate the evil as much as possible, the circular let- 
ter was written upon the fubjed; of Religious Apos- 
tacy. It was thought that good effefts arofe from it- 
The next affociation was appointed at Bruington 
meeting houfe. King and Queen county; 

OBober i2th^ 1805. — They met according to ap- 
pointment* By the letters of correfpondence, the 
aflbciation was informed of great anc{ good hews, from 
^several parts. In mofl of the churches, in the lower 
end of the diilridt between Rappahannock and James 
River, there were previous revivals. . In some, seve- 
ral hundreds had been baptized. The preaching, 
and other religious exercises at the aflbciation, were 
correspondent with this heavenly newsi It was a 
time of feaftihg upon fat things. K o" bufiness what- 
ever^ of a singular and. general nature, was transadt-- 
^ ed ; except that soxne attention was paid to the his-*" 
" tory, noticed in thelaA. Elder Toler, according to 
appomtment, produced a moft excellent circular let- 
ter oil the siibjcdt of Brotherly Love. The next ^f- 
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fociation was appointed at Grafton meeting houle; 
. York county. - 

O&oher nth; r8o6,— -Theyniet according to ap-^ 
pointmcnL Inibrmatibn was j^eceived by the letters, 
that a great ind glorious work of Ood was going on 
in the Northern Neck- Moft of th^j churches in that 
quarter participated, mdre or lefs ; but N omini, un- 
der tlie care of Mr. Toler, was fuperlitively favoured. 
The bufinefs which occupied the attention of the 
aflbciation, was altogether local. The affooiation was 
not fo full as usual, being in an eccentric place ; but 
thofe that did go, faid it was good for them that they 
were there. The circular letter was written on the 
place and objeit of good works. The ntxt-zSo^ 
ciation was appointed at Ware's meeting houfe. King 
and Queen county, which, on account of the preflure 
of bulinefs, v/as appointed to hold four days. 

OBober 11 th, 1807. — They met according to ap* 
pointmeiit. No new revivals are fpoken of in any 
of the letters. In fome places, vi^here revivals had 
been, a few years paft, they fpeak of diftrefTmg times : 
That the love of many, was waging cold. There 
muft be i fanning time, as well as a harveil time. 
The affociation, according to laft years appointment^ 
Continued their meeting foiir days. Some bufinefs 
of a general, and much of a local nature, occupied 
tlieir attention. 

The year 1 806, was a year of great drougth, and 

crops of corn were uncommonly fcanty ; infomuch> 

that many poor people fuffered for the necessaries of 

life . la the time of the drougth, moft of the Baptift 

churches, appointed and obferved faft days. The 

crops of the year 1 807, were uncommonly plentifuL 

The affociation taking this matter into confideration^ 

"determined to appoint a thanksgiving day.* The cir- 

' cular letter, appointed to be written upon the Nature 

^f Sanftification, ^ by Elder Toler, was read and ap* 

*' The day was uniformly obferved throughout the distri£t> to 
''tht'great fansfa6lion of alnnitt a H sorts' of* people. 
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jiroveci by a ixiHjority ; but si}p()06u:ig that the investigati^^ r. 
on pf a fubje<a, fufficiently fettled on the main points, / 
»nd too ifltripate on fubor4in^te oqcs, to ei^peft una- 
nimity, woulci produce np goo^ effed;, it was 4er 
tdrmined not to print it. A ibprt siddrefs on the pro- 
priety of appdinting public d^y^ for fpecial religious 
pttrpofes> was printed in th? placp thereof. For the 
fpace of eighteen years, the g^ociatipii fund had been 
gradually increafing ; fo th^t,. on the fettleoient^ thi? 
year, it was found that ther^ were in the hands of the 
treafurcf, 68^. i u, hd, which, with th<5 prefent con^r 
tributionSi after paying ^IJ cxpences, ^mounted to 78/. 
9«» 8c?. This being a refpedlable fum, and upon en- 
quiry finding, that in cafe of the death of the prefent 
tre^urer, the affoci^iioqi not being incorporated! 
they might find fome dif]^ci)ity in regaining the mo- 
ney : It was resplved, that three truftees ihoiild be 
appointed^ to take th^ obligations of the trciafurcr, 
payable to them, m truftce$ ; thus, having a definite 
numheFi an action at law might be maintained; It 
Was alfo agreed to pay one hundred and fifty dollars, 
for the encourageijtient of thp History pf the Virginia 
Baptifts. The n^xt afiTociation was appointed at Sa« 
lero meeting houfe, Caroline county* 

03ober ith, l808.-"They met according to ap- 
pointment, 'rhe letters^ generally, fpoke of languor 
and luke-warmnefs, among the churches. There 
was no bufinefs, proper to be noticed in this hiftory, 
tranfaiftcd at this feffion. The public miniftrations 
were pleafing, and the tinae of continuing together, 
was fpent in a happy and ufeful manner. The circu- 
lar letter was written, upon the duty of Chriftians 
to obey the civil laws. 

OB. 14, 1809.— The aflbciation aflembled at Ma- 
thews meeting houfe, in Mathews county. The uni- 
form language of the letters wa^, complaint of the 
lifelefs ftate of religion in all the churches, yet it ap- 
peared that peace and harmony and brotherly love, 

with earneft longings for a revival,, v ere jr^ncraUy 

O 
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felt. At this affociation, it was propql^d to recom- 
mend to parents, &c. the ufe of a catechifm that had 
been lately publiflied, for the religious inilrudtion of 
children . This catechism, though too long deferred, 
had really been publifhed, in conformity to the refo- 
lutiori of^e affociation, in their feffion of 1796. It' 
however, met with great oppofition, upon the prin- 
• ciple, that nothing of the kind was neceflary ; that 
the Bible was fufficient ; that things of that kind,, 
had a dangerous tendency towards leflcning the dig- 
nity of the fcriptures ; that the moft corrupt and ab- 
surd sentiments, had been inculcated through cate- 
chisms. 

The advocates for the recommendation replied, to 
these objedlions : that, corrupt men could' communis 
cate corrupt fentiments^ through the moft facred 
channels : that, the pulpit and the prefs, converfa- 
tion and even public prayer, had been occafionally, 
the vehicles of unfound dodrines : that, it could be 
no indignity to the scriptures, to inculcate upon the 
minds of children, principles and duties, completely 
sandlioned by the scriptures : that, fuch forms of ir*- 
ftrudlion, greatly affifted parents in the discharge of 
their duty ; seeing there could be few parents, capa- 
ble of explaining the Bible suitably, for the inftrudl- 
ion of children : that, the manners and morals of the 
children of Baptifts, lately grown up, plainly evinced, 
that religious education had been too much ncgleft- 
ed : that, the opponents to the meafure, had proba- 
bly fallen into the fame miftake, that the cotempora- 
ry disciples of Ghrift had done, who forbade little 
children to be : brought to their mafter, for which, 
they received his rebuke. After a lengthy and warm 
debate, the majority decided in favour of the recom- |. 
mendation. The fame fubjed was taken up, a few 
weeks after, by the General Meeting of Correspond- 
ence, and by an unanimous vote, the catechism was 
recommended. It is dovoutly to be wiflied, that this 
may be this beginning of a reformation, among the 
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Baptifts of Virginia, as to this duty: For, confider- 
ing their exemplary piety in other respefts, they have 
certainly been too remifs, in training up their chil- 
dren, in the nurture arid admonition of thc.Lord, — 
The circular letter was written upon Chrifti^n Order. 
The next association was appointed to be holden in 
the city of Richmond • 

CHAPTER X, 

JHisiorical Sfcetches of the Chiirches^ of ihe first Union 
Meeting District^ in Dover Association. 

Having detailed the proceedings of the Dover af- 
fociation, at her different feffions, we (hall now pro- 
ceed to the history of the churches. We have men- 
tioned in our account of the feffion of 1804, that the 
affociation eftabliftied. Union Meetings. This was 
done by laying off the diftridt into three fedlions.- — 
These were called Union Meeting Distri<its, and 
were numbered first, second and third. The first 
included all the churches between York and James 
Eivcr. The 'second, all between York and Rap- 
pahannock ; and the third, all between Rappahan- 
nock and Potomack. In these distrifts, it is exped:- 
ed that the preachers fball meet two or three times 
every year, agreeable to the appointment of the aflb- 
ciation^ and keep up preaching for two or three days. 
The meetings have accordingly been observed, tole- 
rably regular ever fince : and from them, it has 
been thought, that many advantages have refulted. 
In treating of the churches, we fhall be governed by 
this arrangement, and fhall commence with those of 
the firft diftria: 

DOVER. 

This church has already bee;i mentionedin the gene- 
ral account of the rise of the Baptists in these part??. 
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Since thit tiiwte, it has been a flourishing churchy hav- 
ing had fome very i-efreihirig revivals. That v^hich 
took place in 1799 ^ftd iSoOj Was a gr6at one indeed. 

From* fopn after tht cttnftit^tion, tihtilhis d^th. 
Elder Wm. Webber was their pastor. He died 1808. 
(See his Biography,) They haVe not procured the 
services of any minister as yet^ in t!* chara<fter tof a 
pastor, Mr. Mathew Woodson, w^as a member an(J 
a deacon of this qhurcli, and one of the best of men. 

In this church, there have been feveral preachers 
raised up, viz. Joseph Anthony, concerning whom, 
fee Biography : % 

Augustin Eastin, who moved to Kentucky, and 
who, though a ijiap of foriie talents, was never any 
credit to the caufe of truth. He appears to have been 
always carried away with the opinions of othei^s, whom 
he Wifhed to imitate. Sometirnes he was a profellcd 
and pofitive Calvinist. ^hen jPhifting about^ he be- 
comes as warm an Arihinian^ Then, to the right 
about again, he is re-rconvinced, that Calvinifm is the 
only true way. Having riioved to Kentucky, he 
finds sortie professors of high Handing in civiUife,who 
lean to tjic Arian fcheme. Mr. !Eastih soon becomes 
their champion, and even writes a paipphlet, in de- 
fence of Arianism. This 1 ast change, has made much 
noife atoong the Baptists in Kentucky. But, thanks 
to the divine protedtion, no Arian or Socinian Bap- 
tifts are known in Virginia., Mr. Eaftin's nioral 
charailer has not been impeached. On this head, 
both he and his coadjutors, are men of high respec- 
tability, 

Mr, Farro, an ordained preacher, still resides in 
this church. He is a refpedtable man. 

GOOCHLAND. 

This is a mother church, as may be seen elsewhere^ 
From about the year of their constitution, to the pre- 
sent time, they have been blessed with the pastoral 
care of the Rev. Mr. Ford. Nothing singular has 
happened since the period, to which her history was 
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brought down C^ee page 1$^ of the general rise of the 
B^pti/i$J . They were revived in the year 1 799, 
whichi fays Mr. For4f in his manufcript> " was as 
pleasant as rain to tlie thirsty grotmd, pr bread to the 
hungry iouL" About one hufiwired and twenty were 
added to the church. It has fometimes l^appened, 
kttibng the churches^ that partial revivals have been 
grant^> in which there W0»ld be only thofe of a par- 
ticular deforiptbn brought in. A reiiiarkable ftir of 
this kind, took place among the black people in this 
church, in the year i8o6* More than one hundred 
of them were biptized. 

The following churches have been conftituted off 
from this church, Viz. Dover, in 1773 ; Chickaho- 
miny, in 1776 ; Licking-Hole, in i776 j Hungry, 
int79i ; and Hopefai, in 1807. Several fyreachers 
have alfo bfren raised and liave refided in this church. 

Mr, Ford is now about 66 years of age, and is a 
Ifenerable toan indeed. Few men ever deceived lefs 
by their phyfiognomy than Elder Ford. No man ever 
fe^him, who does not view him with reverence, at 
his firft appearance, and no man ever was difappoint- 
ed in him. Grave, without the leaft morofenefs ; 
cheerfal, without a iymptotti of leviiy; modeft, gen- 
tle «iftd aftedlionate in his manners, yet firm in his 
pUrpofes ^ he has cvfery thing out of the pulpit, which 
might ferve as a model, of a gofpel minifter ; his life 
is truly fpotlefs ; his talents are of the ufcful kind ; 
in his dodrine, he is fomewhat tindured with Armi^ 
niahifili. 

HOPEFUL. 

Tllis is quite a new church. The members live 
partly in Hanover, and partly in Louisa. They are 
a pious, orderly and affeftionate people. The church 
was raifed almoft wholly through the miniftry of the 
venerable Mr. Ford, to whom they are uncommonly 
united. They were formerly a branch of the Gooch- 
land cliurch. - 
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CHICKAHOMINr. 

This church is compofed of members living partly 
in Hanover and partly in Henrico. Their meeting 
houfe i? in Hanover, a very fmall diftance from the 
county line. Soon after her conflitution, (he chofe 
Mr. John Clay as their pallor. Under his care, they 
did not prosper. He died in about four years. The 
church haying been raiCed chiefly through the labours 
of Elders Ford and Webber, they agam reforted to 
them for aid. They attended them jointly once a 
month, for feveral years. In 1785, they had a plea* 
fant refrefhing , about sixty were added ; and among 
them two young preachers, viz. John Penny, who 
afterwards moved to Kentucky, and Benjamin Bowles, 
their prefent paftor.* ^ 

In 1800, they were again favoured with the fmiles 
of Heaven, when about eighty were baptized. 

Elder Bowles is a folid experimental preacher. — -^ 
When he feels religion, hp is more tranfported than 
is ufual, and on fuch occafions, will not, cannot, ceaie 
to proclaim the divine gOQdnefs to all around him*^ 
Such exhortations have done much good* ^"^ * • 

HUNGRY. 

This church was conftituted off from Chickahomi- 
ny, and had, at firft, Mr, Peter Cottrel for their paf- 
tor ; he falling into disorder, and being expelled, the 
church was left deftitute $ they then procured the da- 
ted attendance of Elders Courtney and Webber, *until 
about 1798, when Elder Bernard Reynolds settled 
among them, and was chofen paftor 3 in which office 
he has continued until this time. 

Mr. Reynolds was once a preacher, in the Method- 
^ft connexion ; but being fully convinced of the ve- 
rity. of Baptift principles, he united with them, and 
has iince remained unwavering ; his preachmg is now* 
found and evangelical ; he is respected in civil, as 
well as in religious matters, having been appointed a ' 

* Mr. Bowles has fioce resigned. 
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magiftfate for the county. Whether the holding this; 
or any such office, is entirely compatible with that 
miniftry, which (hould not be entangled with the af- 
fairs of this life, is a matter to be fettled by each 
man's confcicnce. 1 1 is probably better left for laymen. 

CITY OF RICHMOND. 

Within the limits of the Dover affociation is Rich- 
mond, the metropolis of Virginia; here, although the 
Baptifts are not the moft itourifhing fe6t, they Hand 
upon respedablc ground ; they have built, by public 
fubfcription, a large brick meeting houfe, and proba- 
bly, move on, both as it respefts discipline and the 
conducing of public v^rorfliip, with as much regula- 
rity, as any people in the union. Their pailor. El- 
der Courtney, took the care in the year i788, and 
under his labours they have enjoyed peace and profpe- 
rity ; he is now (i 8o9) about 66 years of age. 

This church arose from the labours of Jo/hua Mor- 
rifs, their firft paftor j he living in the Boar Swamp 
church, set up a meeting, at one Franklin's, near the 
city of Richmond, where baptizing a few, and soon 
after moving to Richmond to live, a church was con- 
ftituted under his care. After refiding in Richmond 
forne years, he moved to Kentucky, 

Within this church there are, befides Elder 
Courtney, several ordained and licenfed preachers, 
viz. George Williamson, who is firft master ar- 
mourer; Herman Sneade, a teacher ; William Brame, 
who travels and preaches a great deal; and others, 
hot so permanently fixed. 

BOAR SWAMP. 

This church is about fifteen miles below Richmond, 

and about ten North Eaft of Four Mile Creek, This 

'was once a prosperous and flouriihing church, but 

having had no paftor for many years, they have rather 

declined. 

FOUR MILE. 

The meeting houfe to this church is ^bout nine or ten 
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miles heUm Richmond. They hire JEld»f Johii 
Lindsey, for their miniftcr $ he is old m^ infirm, but 
a pious and lilcful niiiiiifter. They have ibme vtfy 
refpei^able privatij menibers. 

CHARLES CITY- 

This church is in tjbe county of the fame name, and 
was raided bj the labours of Elijah Balmier and Jpf^ph 
Anthony, who firft began their fervice in this neighs 
borhpod, about the year 1 774» They at firft fuftain* 
cd much oppofitioo^ but no per&oal violence. Duv 
ring the year 75, feveral were baptized. Aftop 
'76, James Bradley, afterwards their paftor, was con- 
verted and baptizi^ji and foon beg^n to preach. -»-»- 
Soon after the church was conftituted, Mr. Bradley 
w»s chofen paftor* and continued tq difcharge the du- 
ties therepf, until he died on the 6th of September, 
1803. Mr. Bradley, atfirft^ preached by form, ot 
in other wordii, read his fermons to the people, but' 
foon laid afide his notes, and preached extempore* 
Although he was not a v^ry fuccefsful, nor a v^ry 
popular preacher^ there were few xn^n who ftood in 
higher efiimatipn, in point of piety ^nd uniformity 
of condud, than Mr. Bradley. He was univerfally 
efteemed an honeft and faithful fervant of Gpd.^-r-. 
Sihce his death, Mr. Wm Clopton, who had long 
been a leading member of the church, feeing the 
great need of a preacher, began to fpeak publicly, and 
finally was ordained to the roiniftry. The ftate of 
religion in this church, is rather adverfc ; ^yet order 
and peace are preserved among the members, while 
the wicked will do wickedly. When the fet time to 
favour Zion {hall arrive, she will doubtlefs come 
again with rejoicing, bringing the fhcaves of the fpi- 
ritual harveft. 

In this church there ufed to be and ftill are, a grieat 
number of blacks. For fome cause, they were forbid- 
den to preach; upon which, they fet up a kind of in- 
dependence, and went on not only to preach, but, to 
bapti^jc. it all, however, ended in confufion. 
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BLACK CREEK. 

Irhis church has gone through as many revolutions 
iiS iny in the aiTociation* Her misfortunes arofe, as 
is often the cafe, fronx the cffors and mifconduft of 
their preachers. Their firft paftor was Wm. Barns, 
who being a remarkably weak, though a well mean- 
ing preacher, the church languiihed under his care ; 
he moved away about the year 1785: In *88, Tho- 
mas Courtney moved from jCing- William into the 
bounds of Blajck Creek, ana the church being in 
much confufion, was re-conftitutcd under Mr,. Court- 
ney's care. About '9 1 they had a fevival, when fome 
very refpeftable memljers were added* Mr. Court- 
ney moved in '95 to Richmond, and there died, with 
the fmall pox. After Mr. Courtney*s death, the 
church fejl into confufion again^ and was conftituted 
a third time. JP^rom the firft origin of this church, 
R, Snead, a preacher of fome talents, resided within 
her limits ; this man was the cauffe of a great part of 
the confufion 3 he was really a double-minded man, 
who was unftable in all his ways -, sometimes he would 
be a quaker ; fometimes a pedo-baptift ; and aeain 
return with double violence, to Bapttft principles ; 
he was alternately a Calvinift, an Arminian and an 
Univerfalifl. When excommunicated for his princi- 
^ples (for his morals were corred)> he would return 
after fome time, and make such apparently sincere 
concessions, that it would feem uncharitable not to 
excufehim. He died in the church. John Turner, 
who has lately undertaken the care of the church, 
Herman Snead and John Goodman, preachers, were 
all fons of this church^ 

While Thomas Courtney refided among them, they 
enjoyed confiderable profperity. Mr- Courtney was 
brother to Elder Courtney, paftor of the Richmond 
church. Though not a very able, he was a lively and 
agreeable preacher; he was Angular for his good hu- 
mour and pleafant ,temper ; he was a bad economift,, 

and by that means was often embarrafled in his affairs. 

p 
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This excepted, Mr- Courtney might be confidered, a 
firil rate religious chara<3:eri He died triumphing in 
redeeming love. Mr. Glopton, who has for many 
years represented tliis diftri^ in Coflgf efs^ is a mem- 
ber of this church. 

JAMES CITY. 

This church, in the county of the fame name, was 
alfo planted by the labours of Elijah Bakef, who be- 

fan his labours within its limits, about the year 1772. 
^revious to this, Jeremiah Walker had preached , 
among the people, and was much oppofed by the par- 
fon of the parifh and others i his preaching however 
was not cfFedual. Soon after, Mr. Baker vifited this 
neighborhood, and feveral obtained hope in Chrift^ 
and were baptized. Mr. .John Goodall, who hatj 
been much approved as clerk of the church, obtained 
a hope, but thought he would endeavour to do without 
baptifm ; but going to see fome of his neighbors bap- 
tized; he could no longer reft, but sent the next day 
for the minifters and was baptized. Soon after his 
baptifm, he began to preach, and was ordained to the 
care of the church, a few years after it was coriftitu- 
ted ; he continued to exercife the paftoral fundlion, 
until 1806, when he moved to Kentucky. The church 
is not at present in a flourifhing ftate. The Methodifts, 
are numerous in this neighborhood* Elder Jofhua 
Morris, a preacher of confiderable gifts, who after- 
wards refided in the city of Richmond^ and then mov- 
ed to Kentucky, was a native of {his church 1 his fa- I 
ther and uncle, alfo occafionally preached- 

WILLIAMSBURG. 

This church is compofed almoft, if not altogether, 
of people of colour. Moses, a black man, firft preach* 
ed among them, and was often taken up and whipped, 
for holding meetings. Afterwards Gowan, who cal- 
led himfelf Gowan Pamphlet, moved from Middlc- 
fex, where he had .been preaching for fome time ; he 
became popular among tne blacks, and began to bap- jj 
tize, as well as to preach* It feems, the aflbciatiort ] 
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^ad advifcd (hat no perfon of colour fliould be allowed 
to preach, on the pain of excommunication ; againft 
this regwUtion, many of the blacks were rebellious, 
and continued ftill to hpld meetings. Some were ex- 
cluded, and among this number was Gowan, juft men- 
tioned. Continuing ftill to preach and many profef- 
iing faith under his miniftry, not being in connexioa 
with any church Himself, he formed a kind of churcH 
put of fome who had been baptized, who, fitting with 
him, received ^uch as offered themfclves; Gowan 
baptized them, and was moreover appointed their 
paftor ; fome of them knowing how to write, a church- 
book was kept ^ they inereafed to a large number ; 
fothat in the year 1791, when the Dover aflbciation 
was holden in Mathews county, thej petitioned for 
admittance into the affociation, ftating their number 
to be about five hundred. The affociation received 
them, fo far, as to appoint perfons to vifit them and 
fet things in order. Thefe^ making a favourable re- 
port, they were received, and have affociated ever 
fince. A few years fince, Gowan died. 

GRAFTON. 
. This church was planted by the labour of the in- 
defatigable E. Baker; his firft labours in the bounds 
Qf this church, was about the year 1776; fome were 
awakened : this encouraged him to continue to vifit 
them ', and in no great while, he baptized feveral. 
Jofhua Morris, a young preacher from James City, 
watered the plants, John Wright was baptized about 
1776, and foon began to exhort and preach. In 'yy 
they were conftituted, and Mr. Wright became their 
paftor. Mr. Wright was a bleffed man of God, — 
lie was faithful to occupy his talents. No man could 
find him out of his place ;- he lived and died a pious 
chriftian, and a faithful as well as ufcful minifter of 
Chrift y he was a poor man, and had a family to la- 
bour for, which prevented him from being as exten- 
fively ufeful, as he would probably have been, un- 
der more affluent circupiflances ; but his vineyard. 
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though fmall, was well kept ; his duty/ was his de- 
light j in discipline he was tender, yet vigilant 4a<t 
impartial: Once, when much disorder nad crept 
into the arm of the church, round about Hampton, 
through the miscondud: of Chisman ; the old man 
went down, and began to winnow with fo heavy a 
hand, that fomc person observed in company, he 
would leavp but few of the doiftof's disciples : yes, 
faid a gentleman who knew him, he would turn out 
the }aft man to-morrow, before he would counte- 
nance disorder.— He died about 1795, much regret- 
ted by all forts of people. Contrafted to this charac- 
ter, lived in the fame church, doftor Thomas Chis- 
man, a praftitidner of phyfic, but who, professing 
grace was baptized about '8i or '82 : he foon com- 
menced preaching, anci foon alfo became popular ; 
with the judicious he never ranged above mediocrity, 
and indeed hardly afcended to that grade : but with 
many, he was confidered almoft inimitable. Some 
of tne externals of the orator he poflefled in a great 
degree ; his perfon and mien was aignified , his voice 
clear and fonorous ; his gefture though violent . was 
expreffive ; and his ftyle by no me^ns contemptible ; 
his manner warm and (ometimes pathetic : but his 
mind, a perfeft chaos ; d^rknefs and cpnfufion fat re- 
gents ; he had no invention, no wit ; a fallacious 
judgment, and but little information : but thefe de- 
feds were coniiderably remedied, by an invincible 
boldnefs : taking the mbft myfterious texts, he would 
pufh on, in the fulnefs of felf-confidence, giving in* 
terpretatipns, which were never dreamed of by the 
infpired author. Thefe discourses were much admi- 
red by many, and gained for the doftor a great namq.. 
All this however, might havt been fwallowed, even 
by thofe who knew his weight, if the dodor had pof- 
feffed that part of the preacher, without which^ all 
others are null, viz. a pious life. For seven or eight 
years, he was thought by moft of his acquaintances, 
to be fingularly zealous and pious: he emancipated 
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his slaves, and in other rcfpefts made great apparent 
"^facrifices: but his day ended in darknefs; yielding 
tp temptations of the moft diabolical fort, he became 
the greatcft ftumbling block, that, that county ever 
witnessed : the eftedts were melancholy beyond des- 
cription : he was quickly excluded, but continued 
his vicious pursuits for a confiderable time. At length 
he was found by the hand of God, and furely few 
men ever felt the rod more feverely } to appearance, 
he was exceedingly penitent, and many pitied him, 
and regained fome faith in his piety, but others thought 
differently; he had been baptized by Elder Leland, 
while he refided in Virginia, and was uncommonly at* 
tached to him. Juft before h^ died, which happen- 
ed in the year 1797> he was informed, that Mr, Le- 
land had come into Virginia and had made appoint* 
i^ients to come down to York, on hearing this he rai- 
•§ed himfelf in bed and ejfprefled great joy at the ex- 
pectation of feeing him Once more. But as if God 
had refolved that his expectations should perifh, 
he died a few da^s before Mr, Lcland got down. 
It is not for us to decide how God has disposed of him, 
but it is surely lawful to wifli, and to pray, that none 
such may ever again be permitted to diihonour a gos- 
pel church, in fo grofs a manner. 

Elder Mathew; Wood, a pious and useful preacher, 
still rcfides in this church, but Elder Gayle who 
moved from Mathews, was, anno, 1796 chofen paftor. 
They had in the year 1 805 under the united labours 
of Elders Gayle and Wood, one of the moft heavenly 
revivals : not lefs than about 330 or 340 were bap- 
tised. After the revival they had a winnowing sea- 
son. .Many that feemed to be fomewhat, proved to 
be nothing. Yet there is still a large and refpectable 
church. Elder Robert Stacy, now paftor of Abing- 
don, was raised up and ordained in Grafton. 

HAMPTON. 

This church, through the downfal of Chisman, 
never profpered much until 1805, when they had a 
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revival, about 200 were ba,ptizcd 5 after which they 
chofe Elder Richard Hurft tpb^ their paflor, who had 
been raifed up in the churph, aiid under whose labors 
chiefly, the revival had been conducted. He is a live- 
ly and warm preacher* Before the revival. Elder 
Gayle had attended them ftatedly^ 
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Historical Sketches of the Cku/tches in the ^cpnd Utti- 
an Meeting District y in Dover Association. 

REEDS. 

This church lies in the lower eiid of Caroline, hav- 
ing fbme members in the upper end of King William. 
The firft labourers within the limits of this churi:}^. 
were Harrifs and Reaid. John Young, foon after this. 
Became a convert and a preacher, and was ordained 
paftor to the church, at her iirft conftitution. The 
church however, rather languished until 1788, when 
lixty or fcventy were added. About '98, Mr, Young 
moved to Albemarle, where he has been ufeful, and is 
ftill living. After Mr. Young's removal, the church 
chofe for their paftor. Elder John Self, whohad long 
Been an afliftant elder in this church. Nothing re- 
piarkable has occurred fince Mr. Self took the care. 
This church has generally had more than one ordained 
preacher. Elder Hipkins Pitman, was for many years 
a refident member. At prefent Elder Richard liroad- 
dus is a member, and labours jointly with Elder Self. 
^JamuelBrame, a young preacher of the moft confpicu- 
ous talents, was raifed in thi$ church j he afterwards 
moved to Halifax and died : his mother, Mrs. Brame, 
is now living, and a member of this church, and was 
in her early days, a ftated hearer and communicant 
of the famous Mr. Samuel Davis. She frequently 
heard Mr. Whiteficld, in his travels through Ameri- 
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ca, and fbmetimes had him at her houfe. *Tis p\6s^ 
fant to hear, this mother in Ifrad, tell the intercfting; 
anecdotes which fhe treafured up, refpedling thefe 
great nien of God, Mrs,. Brame, is truly one of the 
daughters of Sarah. 

Confidering the date, at which the Baptifts hegaa 
to preach within the limits of this church, it might 
reafonably be expelled that perfccution, more or lefs, 
attended them. Nor will -this expectation be difap- 
pointed. Mr. Young was conimitted to jail for 
preaching, and there kept for four months, until be 
appealed to the general court, and by a writ of ha*, 
beas corpus was carried to Williamsburg* Elder H. 
Pitman was once taken up and threatened to be whip- 
ped, but was difcharged without any farther injury. 

TUCKAlIOE. 

The firll Baptift preacher, that ever miniftered with- 
in the bounds of this church, was John Corbley. — 
After Mr. Corbley had preached> the clergyman of 
the parifh, who had come to hear him, attacked him, 
by way of argument* After the argument had been 
continued for fome time, and, as might be expedrcdt, 
they came to no conclufion ; the parfon appointed 
the next Sunday, to preach againft the Baptifts. Hi3 
text was, ** fVill ye also go away.'* His difcourfe 
made not much ^mpreffion, and indeed from his fub- 
ffequeat condu^^, there were grounds to fufpeft that 
he was fhaken in hi^ own mind* For, afterwards 
when Waller and Craig were put into prifon at Fre- 
dericksburg, this gentleman went to the prifon, and 
entered into a friendly converfation upon the fubjeft 
of religion j and before he left them> offered to be 
their fccurity, if they chofe to give bofid. It does not 
appear, that any thing effeftual was done, by the 
preaching of Mr. Corbley. In the year 1771, Lewis 
Craig came and preached in the bounds of this church. 
God owned and blefled his labours. Many were awa- 
kened arid fome converted. After him came John 
Waller, and preached with confiderable fuccefsi Mr. 
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Craig continued to vifit this place, and to cultivate the 
feed Town. Believers were added from time to time. 
Satan took the alarm, and ftirred lip oppofition to 
J^lr. Craig- A warrant was iffued, and Mr. Craig was 
carried before a magiftrate, to whom he gave bond 
not to preach in the county, within a certain number 
of days.; but feeling himfelf hampered by this mea- 
fure^ he thought it beft to incur the penalty; and ac- 
cordingly preached fome little tinie after, at one Reu- 
ben Catlet's plantation, and was taken up by virtue 
of a warrant and committed to prifon, where he ftaid 
three months. When Mr. Craig went to jail he found 
— *• Herndon and B. Choning there, who being noth- 
ing more than exhorters, were foon after turned out. 
In the year 1773, James Ware and James Pitman 
were imprifoned fixteen days^ for having preaching 
in their houfes. They offered to give bond for good 
behaviour^ generally, but not for permitting preach- 
ing in their houfes in particular. This> at fir ft, was 
refufed them, but afterwards was acceded to, and 
they were difcharged* Of thefe, James Pitman is 
ilill living, and a member of Tuckahoe church.— 
The laft violence offered to any, within the bounds of 
this church, happened in the year '75^ when Young 
Pitts, a preacher, and a man by the name of Picket^ 
were taken up and carried by force fome diflance, as 
if with a view to bring them before amagiflrate, but 
after fome abufe, &c. they fet them at liberty^ Tuck- 
ahoe /:hurch, though fmallat firfl, became a flourifh- 
ing church, under the care of Elder John Shackle- 
ford, who about two yiears after its conflitijtion, mov- 
ed from Spottfylvania, and took the pafloral care 4—— 
It was not until '88, that they had a revival. It was 
a memorable time indeed, not in this church only^ 
butalmofl throughout the flateof Virginia. * In the 
courfe of this divine feafon, Mr. Shackleford baptized 
about three hundred. 

Mr. Shackleford^s narrow circumflances, with foihc 
other caufes, induced him to move to Kentucky in the 
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year '92- He was an cxcelkrit gofpd preacher, and 
aa afFediarlatc man. Since his removal to Kentucky, 
he has beea very afeful in the miniftry* Some time 
after Mn Shackleford left the church, they werfe for- 
tunate enough to procure the fervices of Elder John 
Sorrel, under whofc paftorihip they have been happy 

and peaceable; 

SALEM. 

This church was taken off from Upper King and 
Queens Until the year '87, there were fcarcely any 
Baptifts within the preciafts of this church. In this 
and the fucceding year, was the great revival in the 
neighbouring churches, viz- U^pcr King and Queen . 
andTuckahoe^ They met here as upon half way 
ground. The nieetings were exceedingly powerful, 
and great numbers were baptized ; mofl: of them were 
united to the Upper King and Queen church, and 
fell under the care of Elder Noel ; they remained^ as 
an ar m of that ijhurch until 1802^ when they were 
conftituted . They have had uniform peace and love 
atnong themfelves. Elders Aildrew aad Richard 
Broaddus were raised here. 

UPPER COLLEGE. 
' This church is fo calkd from many of their members 
living on and about the lands appropriated for the 
use of the college of William and Mary. The gofpel 
was firft brought into thefe parts, by Elder John Young 
and others. Their firft paftor was Elder John Court-- 
ney } under his care the church profpered. When he 
moved to Richmond, they made choice of Elder Wm. 
Breeding ; he was a pious and zealous preacher, and 
under his care they h^ in the year '88 and '89 a great 
revival j great numbers were baptized ; but Mr. B. 
exerting himself beyond his ftrength, broke a blood- 
veflel, and died not long after, with the puking of 
blood. . Elders Courtney, Toler, Breeding, Abra- 
ham, Whitlock and Brame, are fons of this church. 

LOWER COLLEGE. 

This churcijL- was for a long time an arm of Uoper 

Q 
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College ; about the time of their conftltution, they 
were attended by Elders Thomas Com-tney and Ro- 
bert B. Semple jointly; after Mr. Courtney removed 
to Richmond, R. B. Semple attended them until the 
year '96, wheo they mads choice of their prefent paftor 
Elder John Mill. In I8CX), they were favoured with 
divine Ihowers, and many were added. Elder Mill 
has been for feveral years in bad health, too much 
fo to preach often. Of late he has much recovered. 
He was, previous to his baptism^ in the Methodift 
connexion; he is now a found, fteady, pious Baptift 
preacher ; his labours in the church, previous to his 
ill health, were greitly blefled ; and it is hoped that 
God has raised him up again for a good purpofe.— 
Wm. Hargrove is an ordainqd preacher in this church, 
and is useful in supplying other .churches as well as 
his own^ in the inability of their paftor. 

UPPER KING & aUEEN. 
This church, in the county of the fame name, was 
iirft conftituted under the care of Young Pitts, but 
he, becoming diforderly, was filenced : the church 
languiftied, and by the advice of experienced minifters 
diiTolved their con ftitution, intending to join the Up « 
per College, but being required by that church to 
relinquij[h their monthly meeting, and not wifhing 
to do fo, they again, the next month, refumed their 
conftitution, and chofe Elder Theodorick Noel, for 
their paftor ; this happened ia the year 1780. Under 
the miniftry of Elder Noel the church flouriftied, and 
gradually increafed until the year 1788. On this 
year God defcended in his mighty power. A greater 
work of grace has probably, never been known in Vir- 
ginia, within trhe limits of one church. It continued^ 
with but little abatement, during the year '89. It 
was ufual to baptize Qvery monthly meeting, and for 
many months, there were seldom, if ever lefs than 
twenty baptized, but more frequently^ forty, fifty and 
fixty : many refpeftable private perfons, and three or 
four preachers, wefe among these. Since this bkfled 
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and memorable feafon, there have been but few addi- 
tions. In 1802, Salem was taken ofFfrom this church. 

BRUINGTON, 

This is a large and profperous church indeed. Un- 
lefs the compiler feels a blinding partiality for thefe 
people, they have from their beginning, and do ftill 
cxpeiience a larger portion of Religious harmony and 
happinefs thaa ordinarily falls to the lot of churches. 
But lest this fine gold, fhould at fome future day^ 
become dim, we will curtail our remarks^ 

EXOL. 

This is a church of long ftanding, for though not 
the firft, yet (he was among the firft in thofe parts, 
Mr, Ivifon Lewis is ftill their paftor, and has been 
ever fince their firft cdnftitution. I'his church though 
blcfled with a faithful and amiable paftor, has fuftain- 
cd great injury in paft days, through diforderly prea- 
chers. Some of them becoming popular, drew ma- 
ny a ft ray through their bad examples. The church 
for fevcral years has enjoyed peace and harmony, and 
fome degree of profperity. Elder John Clarke is an 
ordained and ufeful minifter in this church. 

Exol was an orderly and thriving church until '88, 
when they had a confiderable revival, in which about 
two hundred and fifty were baptized. It was after 
this revival, that the bars of discipiine w'erc mea- 
surably broken down. Few churches have raised 
more preachers than this ; fome good and valuable, 
others, the reverfe. Mr. Lewis, their paftor, is in the 
higheft eftimation as a good man, and a zealous, ac- 
tive, heart-irfearching preacher. He aims chiefly at 
perfuading finners to repent, and m.any through him, 
have been perfuaded. 

LOWER KING & QUEEN. 

This is a mother church, fpoken of in our General 
Hiftory. The church did not advance in any confi- 
derable degree, under the care of Elder Ware, yet 
there were fome very respedlable and valuable charac- 
ters qidded : after his death, which happened about 
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the yeat 1 804, Mr. Wm. Todd wa$ ealied to the paf^ 
toral care ; few churches are more united to a paftor, 
than this church is to Mr- Todd; in the yeafs i805 . 
~-6, they were vifitcd by fovercign mercy. Her cords^ 
were lengthened, and her ftakes were ftrengthened. 
In 1 807 the lower arm of this church was conftitu- 
ted off, and called Pocorone. They have two meeting 
hoijfcs, fome diftance from each other, in both of 
which, church bufmefs is tranlkiftcd. 

POCORONEL 

This church w^s taken from the laft named church, 
aitd is orderly and happy, feeding upon the bread of 
life, fent them from God, by Elder James liealey. 

UPPER ESSEX. 

This is a mother church. Lewis Craig and others, 
as early as '68 or '69, preached in these parts. Their 
labours were not in vain ; . few were baptized from 
time to time, until in the year '72, a church was or- 
ganized, and lay elders ordained, not having any paf»- 
tor; Mr. Craig continued to. vifit them, and was 
much beloved; when he couM not attend as oftea 
as they wifhed, they invited Elder Jofeph Bledfoe ta 
take the care of them ; he, however, living in Spott- 
fylvania, could not or did not, perform the duties of 
paftor : this ended rather in confufion. Im Aiiguft 
'73, elder ISi oel was baptized, and foon began to blow 
the gofpel trumpet, Being ordained, he discharged 
the duties of paftor, without being regularly inau- 
gurated : few men have been more fuccefsflil in the 
miniitry than ^ir. Noel : it is probable, that he has 
baptized as many perfons as any other preacher now 
living in Virginia ; among them have been a number 
of preachers, seme of whcm rank high in the miniftry, 
as HiCn of talents and ufefulnefs : he is how and has 
been tor man\ years paftor of the Upper King and 
Queen Church. Iheftrft perfon thaf Mr. Noel bap* 
tizcd, alter he v^as ordained, was a young wcman : 
her brother 1 re nised, todip anyperscn, that/hould 
dip her. In fulfilment of his v^ord, he made the at- 
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temptt but Gould not get Mr.Noel rnidcr the water. 

Being purfucd by feme of the wicked, who rcfentcd 

this treatment to the preacher, he. was obliged to make 

the beft of his way off: he died a few weeks aftcr^ 

having firft sent for Mr. Noel to ask pardon. Mr, 

Noel's talents as a preacher seem to be fingularly caU 

culated for a revival; hence, from this or fome other 

cause, fince the revival has declined, his popularity,. 

as a preacher, is confidcrably leffened ; hfa friends 

however^ hope to fee him blaze forth again, in his 

laft days. Upper Eflex church, has been, in one fenfer 

a little like the burning bufti ^ they have had from the 

firft, much of the £re of contention among themfelves; 

and yet they are a respectable church -, they have no 

paftor, but procure the ftated services of neighboring 

preachers^ they have fome very worthy private mem-» 

hers 

PtSCATAWAY. 

This church is under the care of the Rev. JameS 
Greenwood, as may be seen by the table. From its 
ccmftitution, Mr. Greenwood has been the faithful 
minifler of this people. The church under his care 
has prospered without mtermiffion. In ' 88 and 1 8o4 
there were precious revivals, in each of which years 
a respeiflable number was added to the church : but 
it is worthy of note, that even inthecoldeft anddul*? 
left seasons, this church ftill gradually gained ftrength, 
enjoying uniform serenity and peace. Elder Green-* 
wctod has been for sometime in a very low ftate of 
health, but the friends of piety begin to hope that 
he will recover, and that God will add a few more 
years to fo ufeful a life : for, if it were faid, that of 
all religious characters, he is the moft spotless, all 
who know him, himself excepted, would pro-* 
nounce it a well-merited eulogy. U e is now ( 1 809 ) 
about sixty years of age, and has been truly a labour- 
er in the Lord's vinevard, nearly or quite lorty years. 
From Piscataway was conftituted in 1790, iJruing-* 
ton, under the care: of Robert B, Semple.  - 
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GLEBE LANDING. 

• -This is a mother church, for the account of her 
origin fee General Hiflory. Wm. Mullin was their 
paftor for many years, and a faithful one he was ; du-. 
ring his continuance among them, order and peace 
prevailed ; they were revived by divine grace in the 
year 1788, when about one hundred were added ; the 
church was happy, and gradually increafcd until the 
year 1792, when God called home their faithful and 
diligent paftor* No church probably eyer felt the 
lofs of fo valuable a preacher Jefs than they did that 
of Mr. Mullin ; for they immediately procured the 
ftated monthly fervices of elder Lewis, who has at-^ 
tended them ever fmce. As to discipline, they had 
several old and experienced members, who were ful-j 
ly competent to the task of fetting things in order. 
Of these, Richard Street was firft appointed modera- 
tor, he dying in fome ihort time, they appointed Joha 
Sadler, who lived many years and during his life, dis- 
charged the duties of his ojfficc with as much diligence, 
judgement, and success, as any minifter in Virginia 
could have done. These may be called emphatically 
the precious sons of Zion, They have entered into 
their reft and their works will follow them. 

Mr. Mullin as a preacher could not be faid to rank 
high. His talents in the pulpit were not confpicu- 
ous, yet he might be called a folid and found experi-» 
mental preacher. He was a judicious difciplinarian, 
andin preserving order he succeeded better than com- 
mon. He died, in full hope and aflurance of a refur^^ 
ection to a better life. 

HERMITAGE. 

This is a church of long ftanding, having been 
conftitutcd off from Glebe Landing, under the care 
of John Mullin. During his life, they enjoyed peace 
and profperity, in a moderate degree 3 but about the 
year '93 or '94, they loft their paftor. Soon after 
his death, John Healey was ordained to the paftoral 
care, having long exercised a public gift among them. 
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111 1802 li6 alfrf died. Since his death, the church 
has had no plftor, but are favoured with the monthr 
ly fervices of elder Lewis. They have alfo two giftr 
ed members, viz. James FJealy, ordained; and Sa- 
muel Jefle, licensed- Thefe are old Baptifts, but 
young preachers thruft into the vineyard at the ele* 
veiith hour. Being faithful, they .will doubtless re- 
ceive their penny, Mr. Healey attends Pocorone, 
church in the nature of a paftor, though not regu- 
larly inftalled. Mr. John Mullin was among the 
firft who profeflcd vital faith in thofe parts, in which 
he refided. From the time of his profeffion, to the 
day of his death, he had the reputation of being p, 
spotless chriftian. . He was indeed a good man, though 
not an able preacher. His life was good preaching-, 
to all who knew him. As he lived, fo he died, be- 
loved of God and approved of men. 

ZOAR. 
This church was stricken off from Hermitage, unr 
der the charge of elder David Corey, but in the midst 
of their flattering proipefts, the great ihepherd and 
bifliop, has in the mysteries of his providence, thought 
proper to snatch from them their beloved pastor ; he 
aifed Feb. 1 809, lamented, deeply lamented, ty eve- 
ry good man that knew him. Capt. Corey was a 
native of New-England, but came to Virginia and 
pf ofeiTed religion, at an early period of life. It was 
not, however, until he had been baptized fifteen or 
jQxteen years, that he began to preach. He laboured 
only five or fix years in the miniilry ; during that time, 
he did hiuch g6od, rbund about in his neighborhood. 
He had followed fea-faring, for a livelihood for ma- 
ny years, but in confequence of its interference with 
his ministry, he had in a great meafure laid it afide, 
and commenced farmer. 

PETTS worth; or GLOUCESTER. 
. The gofpel firft made its way into this neighborhood, 
through the miniltry of elder Lewis. Mr. Robert 
Hudgin^ a native of Mathews, had moved into this 
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part of Glouccfter, but in fome of his vilSts io Ma- 
thews, having heard Mr. Lewis preach, he invited 
him to come into his neighborhood^ which he did iu 
the year '75. His labours were prbduftive of great 
gdod. Several joined the fociety, and finally a church 
was conftituted, under the Care of Robert Hudgin^ 
who began to preach, foon after he was baptized. — 
This church continued to prolper moderately, until 
Mr. Hudgin's death* They were then left without 
any peffon to go out and in before them. They, at 
length did, what it would hardly have bee^n fuppolcd, 
Ivould have been done by Virginians : Vhey chofe for 
their pastor Wm. Lemon, a man of colour : he, though 
not white, as to his natural complexion, had been 
Wafhed in the laver of regeneration : he had been pu- 
rified and made white, in a better fenfe. As a preach* 
er, though weak, he was lively and afFedling. He al- 
fo died after feveral years ; fince then they have been 
destitute of stated ministerial aid : Mr. Wm. Leigh 
exercises a public gift, and it is faid, is ufeful. Tht 
methodists are numerous in these parts, 

ABINGDON. 

This church in the lower end of Gloucfester, was 
taken off from Pcttsworth. The members chiefly 
live in that part which has been fometimes called 
Guinea. When Mr. Lewis first preached in this 
neighborhood, he toet with violent oppofition from 
individuals; but treating them with lenity and meek- 
nefs, he foon made many of them as friend- 
ly, as they had been hostile. This church is under 
the care of Kobert Stacy, a found, good preacher.— 
They appear to be happy under his ministry, 

MATHEWS. 

As early as the year lyyi, one Johnfon, a Baptifl^ 
preached within the bounds of this church ; his preach- 
ing left no durable impreffion : in '72 or '73, Rev. Ivi- 
fon Lewis, who was not yet baptized, went down on 
a vifit to his relations, who lived in this county, and 
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having lately obtained a hope of falvation » he was 
zealous to inculcate the neceflity of vital religion^ 
wherever he went. . His converfation made fuch inx- 
preilions upon the minds of thofe, with whom he con- 
verfed, that it was rumoured about in the neighbor- 
hood, that a new preacher had come arniong them : 
this drcW ouf a large company of people, to the houfe 
where Mr. Lewis ftaid, to hear hini preach, without 
any previous appointment. Mr. Lewis having never 
attempted to preach in regular form, felt much alarm- 
ed ; but, relying upon fupcrnatural aid, ,he went on 
to addrefs the people. God unftopped their ears and 
opened taeir hearts. They received his dodtrine, a§ 
from God. Mr. Lewis not long after, becaniea Bap- 
tifl and a preacher, and continued to viiit Mathews 
with much success. A number of respedlable cha- 
fafters profeiTed faith, and were baptized. Mr. Lew- 
is, though he lived above forty miles off, vifited this 
place once a month for feveral years. In the year 
r.2, the church induced David Tinfley to fettle among 
them ; his laboifrs were not as beneficial as was hoped. 
In the courfe of two or three years, viz. 1785, he 
moved off to Georgia, vvhere turning an Afminian, 
he joined tH6 General Baptifls, headed by Jeremiah 
Walker. , Tinfley was a good preacher, and had been 
in the early part of his miniftry, confiderably fuccefs- 
|ul as an itinerant. 

After Mr. Tinfley's removal, Mathews church had 
ho preacher, until John Gayle, a gifted member, was 
ordained ; under his miniftry, and the miniftry of vi- 
IJting preachers, they had a great revival in the year 
*87 i several hundreds were baptized^ By many ju- 
dicious profeffors/ this revival was thought not to 
have been prudently cohdudled, as it respedled some 
of the leading vifiting miniflers. Perfons were bap- 
tized upon too flight rcafons, a^ many thought. — 
This circumfl:ance, added to the slackness of their 
discipline, produced a good deal of unhappinefs, af- 
ter the revival fubfided* Nor indeed have they fiocc. 
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ever completely regained that regul^^rity znd ctdtr, 
so necessary to the full enjoyment of religious foeiety* 
In many respefts, however, this is a commendable 
churcli> having fome who have not defiled their gar* 
racnts. They long tried, td procure a preacher o£ 
talents, to refide among them, but did not fucceed 
entirely. For a few years^ Mr. Jacob Creath, a prea^ 
cher of popular talents, dwelt among them. He how- 
ever married in Lancaster^ and removed thither, and 
then went to Kentucky, where he flill lives^ A few 
years paft, they made choice of Mr. Wm.Fitchet, a 
gifted man, and one of their own members, as a paf- 
tor. No perfecutiOn farther than reproaches and flan* 
der, has ever disgraced the people in this neighbor- 
hood. 

CHAPTER Xli. 

Oistoricut Sketches of the Churches in the third Um(fih 
Mcding Districtj in Dover Association. 

HANOVER. 

This church was taken off from Tuckahoe and 
Nomini. Jefle Davis, fome years after their confti- 
tution, was induced into the church as paftor. Be* 
fore Mr. Davis became paftor, a Mr. Sthretchley ufed 
to preach and read fermons for them, but this not be- 
ing fatisfadtory to the church, Mr. S. took umbrage> 
and joined the Method ifts, and afterwards pofitively 
profefled himfelf a deift. 

Under Mr. Davis's miniftry, Hanover has been a , 
refpedable arid orderly. church. Mr. Toleronce at-- .- 
tended them ftatedly. 

NOMINI. 

Mr. Lunsford was the firft, who preached with fuc- 
cefs, in these parts : he had baptised a few fcatteroi 
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members previous to the year '83, On this year el- 
der Toler> who is pow the paflor of this church, was 
invited by an old lady, who had been baptiized by Mr. 
Lunsford, to preach in the neighborhood of the pre- 
fent meeting houfe I he went, and but few people 
attended ^ thcfe were diflant and reserved : none, but 
a very poor man, invited him to his houfe : Yet, how 
unsearchable are the ways of God ! This meeting was 
the beginning of great events, as it refpefts this neigh- 
borhood.. Mrs, Pearce, wife of Capt, . Jofeph Pearce, 
attended, having been in a low ftate of health for fqme 
time, the word rdached her. When Mr, Toler .at- 
tended again, Mrs. Peace fent for him to Mr. Tern- 
pieman's, her fon-in-law, and had the preaching at 
his house, he being from horjie on a journey. His 
preaching made deep impreflions upon her mind. — 
When Mr, Templeman returned, he was forely dis- 
deafed at the liberty which had been taken with his 
loufe, and talked of leaving it, as being contamina- 
ted . Before Mr, Toler carne again, Mrs . Pearce died 
a great penitent; enjoining it on her husband, to open 
iiis houfe for preaching. To this capt. Pearce con- 
fen ted, and had Mr, Xoler's next meeting appointed 
at his houfe. h'lgh^ dawned. The prejudices of the 
people wore /off^ Several pejfons of different clafles 
were converted and baptised. Among them was Mr. 
Templeman mentioned above, and his wife; Capt. 
Pearce and fome of his children, and in a. few years, 
all of them, and fome other people. This, fays Mr. 
Toler,* was a graciom, glorious, pleasant tirne."^ 
Thofe who had been baptized by Mr. loler, together 
. with a few others who had been baptized previous to 
his coming, were formed into a church April zg, 1786, 
having in all feventeen members. Elder Toler was 
chofen to attend them as paiior, and in a year or two 
movedhere to live. 
On the fame day after thfjconftitution of th€ church, 

» This accouat of NoH'sni 1% tak< n, almofl vsrtatiin-, from a roa:uJ?cript 
furniilAed by J^fr. Toler. 
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Mrs, Steptoe, a lady of the firft rank, both as to- 
family aiid fortune, was long a member of this fociety^ 
She was an ornament tp religion. She took her feat 
in the church about 1786. In her will, iQie left an 
annuity of ten pound per annum tO Mr. Toler, fo 
long as he fhould remain paftof of Komini churclu 

Robert Carter, Esq. once a member of the Virgi* 
nia executive council, and on that account common- 
ly called Counsellor Carter, w^s baptized by Mr* 
Lunsford, Ihortly after he began to preach in thefe 
parts. He was one of the richeft men ip the ftate of 
Virginia, having, as fome fay, feven or eight hundred 
negroes, befides immenfe bodies of land, &c. After 
being baptized, fome years, he became confcientious 
about the lawfulnefs of hereditary jQavery. In 'a Ictr 
ter to Mr. Rippon of London, he fays, **2'^e tokratwn 
of slavery/, indicates very great depravity of mind/* 
In conformity to this fentihient, he gradually eman-' 
cipated the whole that he pofrefTed, 

This was a rioble and disiqtereiled facrific^. "For 
fourteen or fifteen years he continued an orderly Bap- 
tift. But being a man, naturally, of an unftable dis* 
pofition, and falling in with certain Arminian wri- 
tings,* hie fully embraced their doctrines. Had he 
flopped here, he might ftill have continiied in the 
Baptifl focietyi though not fo happily as before. But 
alas ! there are fo many wrong roads in religious pur-? 
fuits, that when a man pnce gets wrong, it is impof- 
fible to forefee where he will ftop. From the Armi- 
nian errors, Mr. Carter fell into the chimeripal whims 
of Swedenburg. When he firft heard of the bqoks 
of Swedenburg, he made very light of the|n; but 
upon reading them, having a mind naturally fond of 
fpecious novelty, he fully embraced the whole of that 
abfurd lyftem, and was of coiirfe excluded from the 
Baptifts. * He was now, as zealous for the New Je- 
rusalem church,^ as he had been formerly for the 
Baptifls, He moved to Baltimore, in order to fii;\d a 

• A uaraeb^ Fliich Swedenburg"* followers de--igRa'.e thcmselve?. •• 
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jpreachet, and a fociety of his own fentiments, and ex- 
pended large fums erf* money to have Swedenburg's 
writings republiflied. He continued orderly in Jiis 
moral condud, and died a few years (ince, after hav- 
ing lived to a confiderable age. Mr. Toler's amia- 
ble charadter may be gathered from his labours defcri- 
bed above. 

parnham. 

This church was raised under the united labours of 
Jaiiies Greenwood and Wm. Mullin. About '76, 
Mr^ Greenwood was invited by a Mrs. Sucket, who 
lived in Richmond county, on Rappahannock, to 
preach at herhoufe. Before he went, he was appre- 
henfive of confiderable oppofition, but was agreeably 
diiappointed. The people were attentive. Being 
encouraged, he and Mr. Wm. Mullin continued to 
viiit them, preaching at private houfes, until a ftage 
arid feats, w.ere Jfixed. TlTey were fometime« threat- 
ened to be treated roughly, but thefe threats never 
Were executed. Their labours proved effedlual, and 
leveiial were baptized, and a church conftituted. Mr. 
Mullin continued to vifit them ftatedly, for twelve 
or thirteen years, and the church profpercd. After 
him, they chofe Mr. Philips for their paftor, who had 
been I'aifcd among them. Mr. P. not being a man 
of jpopular talents^ the church rather declined, until 
a little time before his death, which happened in the 
Spring of 1806. Truly, could it be faid of Mr. P, 
that his lafl: days were his beft days. For two qf three 
ycaw, times were much better and the church looked 
up. He baptized a confiderable number within about 
two years before he died. He is one of the very few, 
concerning whom, there is any good ground to fup- 
pofGf tnat his death was brought on by the ordinance 
of baptism. Having feveral perfons to baptize, on a 
cold, damp day, and having aifo to preach out of doors 
on a ftage, where he was much expofed to the wind, 
he obferved to fome of his friends, that he had rathm 
er wear out, than rmt out, and went on with his fer- 
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vice. In a few days, he v(ras taken with a pleurify; 
In his illnefs, he appeared to have and to enjoy the di* 
vine prdfence, in a glorious manner, so long as he was 
in his fenfes -, and even in his delirium, his convcrfa- 
tion, though incoherent, was alinoft wholly upon re- 
ligion. Jufl before he died, he faid, with a ftrong 
voice, " Come kt us go," and immediately fell afleep. 
If any (hall fay, here is an instance of baptism killing 
a perfon, we reply, fo it may be ; yet, it proves, that 
God blefles the ordinance^ either by preventing any 
evilj even where it might reafonably be looked for, 
or that, permitting the evil, he makes it terminate In 
the greatest good. Since Mr, P's. death, they have 
had no pastor, but have had preaching from neighs 
bouring ministers, and from fome licensed preachers 
in their own church. 

wicdjMico. 

This church wUs taken off in the yeaf 1804, from 
Moratico, and constituted under the care of elder Sa- 
muel Straughn- Few churches enjoy more harmony 
and brotherly love, than this, I'hey feek not their 
own things, but the things of Jesus Chrift. As it is 
a new church, there has nothing extraordinary occur- 
red worthy of notice, except that foon after their con^ 
stitution, they had a comfortable revival, which fwcl- 
led their number from twenty, to two hundred an^d 
forty. 

Mr* Stringhn was baptized about the year 1803, 
and after fomie time began to preach. His gifts are rf 
the most useful sort^ He is ^' an eloquent man arid 
mighty in the scriptures.'* As he is still young, -we 
will only add, our devout wiflies, that he may go on 
in the way he has begun, and that he may abound 
piorp and more. 

MORATICO. 

This has been a church of ad high standing, as any 
in the Dover Affociation. Mr. J^iinsford was thei 
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nioft fuccefiful Baptist preacher in these parts . Soon af- 
ter he first visited them, his labours were ')lefled, and the 
church was constituted, including all the menibers 
within the four or five lowest counties in the Northern 
Neck. It dppears^ from their church book^ that in 
iio great while after they were organized as a church, 
they were respe<5lable both for numbers arid for men 
of weight; Mr. fiUnsfdrd was their pastor, from the 
time df their constitution, until his death. Vcvcr 
was miriister more beloved by a people, and rievef, 
jprobably, was there one that deferved it more* He 
has now been dead mdi^e than fifteen years, and yet 
he is feldom mentioned, by any of the members of the 
fchiireh. Without fcwne lamentation;- [See mor& of Mm 
if h his Biogfaphyi\ 

When Mr. Lunsford died they were left destitute. 
Mr. Toler attended them statedly, for fome time> but 
being nearly forty miles from them^ he could not per- 
form thofe duties which were requifite. In the year 
1 799i Mr. Jacob Creath married, and fettled w^ithin 
the bounds df the church. Mr, Creath being a man 
of talentSi the church foon called upon him to take 
the paftoral care^ which he accepted. Under his 
miniftry, theiy feemed rather to rifef j biit in a few 
yearsi Mr Creath Became diiTatisfied with his circum- 
ftances, and in order to better them, moved to Ken- 
tucky, anno. 1803* The church vvas again left des- 
titute* Mr. Tolef and others vifited them occafion- 
ally until about 1808, when they procured the ftated 
fervices of elder Samuel Straughn, a preacher who 
has the care of Wicomico church, and who hadvbeen 
baptized by Mr. Creath, just before he moved. The 
church, from the time of Mr. Lunsford's death, had 
by deaths, removals, &c. gradually declined; but few 
were baptized. But within three or four years paft, 
all the churches in the Northern Neck, belonging to 
the Dover aflbciation, have fomewhat revived. iVlo- 
ratico among the reft, has gained fome ground, 
though by no means equal to fome others. The re- 
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mains of a refpeftable congregation of Presbyterians 
are ftill in this neighbourhood. This congregation 
once had the celebrated Mr. Waddcll for their minif-» 
ten Since his removal, they have declined, until 
but few remain. Their meeting houfc is occupied by 
the Baptifts chiefly* 
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CHAPTEll XIII. 

History of the proceedings of the Orange and Goshen 
Associations, from 1788, untjl the present time. 

The prpceedings of thp two diftrlfts North of 
James River, from the divifion of the General Aflb- 
ciation in '83, to the fub-dfvifion in '88, have alrea- 
dy been given. 

After the feparatipn from the Dpycr^ the Orange" 
Affoeiation met, fpr the firft time^^ at Crooked Run 
meeting houfe, in Culpeper county. May 8th, 1789. 
Letters from twenty- two churches were received, af- 
fording the moft pleafing jntelligence of the fpread 
of the gofpel, and of the increafe of the churches. 
OBober gth, 1789.— They met at Pamunkey meet- 
ing houfe, in Orange county, 

June ^th, 1790. — Mr. Leland, as moderator, cal- 
led an extraprdihay feflion of the affoeiation at Thom- 
{bn's meeting-houfe, Louifa county. 

OSlober 8th, 1790.— They met at Carter's Run 
meeting houfe, in Fauquier county. 

OBober 13th, 1791. — ^They met at Rappadan meet- 
ing houfe, Culpeper county, (now Madifon.)* 

There was no bufinefs tranfaded at any of these 
feflions, which will not be iloticed in fome more con- 
venient place ; except the divifion of^ Orange diftrid 
into three others, by which the name Orange was 
dropped. The entry for the divifion is in the follow* 
ing words ; 

** ffe have agreed to divide our association into 
three district associations, as follows : Jj^eginning at 
Fredericksburg; thence up the B,dppahannock River, 

to Barret's Foi^d ; thence along th^ Carolina road^ to 

*-',.'■■■ 

* Messrs, Waller and Leland ailed alternately as clerk and rooderatof, un » 
til Mr. Leland remotred to New-England in 1790, when Mr. John Poind f 
ter was appointed clerit, and continued until the divifion of th^ affociatio 
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the Three Notched Rpg4 ; thence down th( same, to 
the Byrd Ordinary ; thence domi the Byrd Creek, to 
James River, to compose one association, tp he known 
by the name of ^^ Goshen AssociotioJi.^" Secondly;. 
beginnmg at Barrefs Ford ; thence up the Rappada7i, 
to the head of the same^ leaving Blue Rur\ Church to 
het chotqe wkict^qf the two upper associations sh^ 
chooses to join* All the churches on the South side of 
the said boundaries, to compose a second association, 
whifh is to be known by t^ name of the *^ Albemarle 
Association/' Thirdly 5 all the churphes on the North 
side of the said boundaries, Iq compose a third qsso^ 
ciafipn, to be known b^ the fiame of ^he ^^Culpeper \ 
Association.*' ' 1 

Of these three distrifts wc must treat separately, J 

begi«mngwiU.tbeG«*«.. ' ' 1 
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r 
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Goodhe, J, 
Poindexter 
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Goochland 
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Louisa. 

do. 

dc. 

dr. 
OntD^e/t 
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This aiTociation contains all the churches inthecoupi^ 
ties of Spottsylvanla and Louifa, together with a part 
pfthofe m Caroline, Hanoyer, Goochland and Orange. 
They held their firft meeting at Rpjundabojit meet- 
ing houfe, Louisa county, Friday 17'th October 1792. 
Letters were received from fifteen churches, eleven 
of which fent an account of their numbers in fullfcl- 
lowihip, amounting to 1434, in whiph, alfo, it was 
ftated, that there had been 1 70 baptised in the cburfe 
of the preceding year. In no fhurch, is any revival 
mentioned, except at the Roundabout, where elder 
John Poindexter had the paftpral care. In that church 
there had been one hwndred ^n4 ni"? baptized hi the 
courfeof one year. 

No bufinefs of a general nature was tranfafted, and 
indeed very little of any fort. The next: aiTociation was 
appointed at Burrus's meeting houfe in Caroline ct*y. 
OBober 18fA, l7^3.-r-fThcy met according to ap- 
pointment. Letters were received froip 1 6 churches. 
Two only fpeak of a revival, viz. Salem and Round-' 
about ; the reft copiplain of great coljihefs and Ian* 
guor. The Rev. Johij Wallet, the oldeft minifter in 
the aflbciation, and among the oideft in Virginia, ap- 
plied to the aflbciation for, and received alettefof re- 
commendation, having resolved to mpyetoS, Carolina, 
It was agreed to print the present minutes . The nejif 
aflbciation w^s apppinted ^% Thompfon's mpeting 
Jioufe, Louisa county, , _ 

OB. 17th, 1 794. — They met according to appoint- 
ment. They were vifite4 by John Waller, a father^ 
in this aflbciation. Letter3 from 17 churches were 
read. Several churches fpeaH <^f hopefulappcardnces, 
but nonq of revivals. Since thie laft aiflbqiation, it 
appears, that in all the churches there were 1 26 bap- 
tized. No bufinefs of a general: natiire iwaq tranfadk- 
ed. The next aflbcJiation was appointed at Bletdrot* 's 
noting houfe, Orange county, beginning on the third 
Saturday in Odober.* 

* Upon trial, it \va8 found more conveuient for the aflbc^tion to coxil— 
mtnce tbeir feifions oti Saturdays, and adjourn on Mondays* 
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• Sdt%n*da}),OB;.iVK '95. — They met accotdiiig to 
-appointment. Letters from i7 churches were read. 
A complaint of coldnefs is univcrfal in all the church- 
"-es. The aflbciation recommended a day of failing 
and prayer, to be obferved throughout the. churches, 
to avert the dangers apprehended from the treaty of 
amity and commerce, between Great Britainand Ame- 
rica. Thisimeafure,doubtlefs,arofe from the. violent 
party heat, which, at that time, agitated the minds of 
Americans generally, and which itfeems, frequently 
made its way into the pulpit and religious affemblies. 
If the aflbciation ftept out of her province, by an in- 
terference in political meafures, Ihe feems to have 
done iti in a fafe way. Failing and prayer will fel- 
dom do us much injury, although we may be put to it, 
from flrange caufes. 

The following query was introduced : *^ Has a mi-' 
fiifier a right to baptize per/ons, and join them to a 

* church at a remote dijianee ;*' which was anfwered in 
' the negative. From this quere and folution, it feems, 

great difturbance arofe. George Morris, an ordained 

minifter, bad been in the habit of violating this rule. 

- When the. fubjeft was debated in the afTociation, Mr. 

• Morris became fo cxafperated, that he abruptly left 
-his feat, and went home. Continuing ftill toprofefs 
V tlie fame principles, and publicly to ccnfure the aflb- 
ciation for their decifion, and thereby to create no 
little confuflon; the modeifator by the advice of friends, 

•*• thought proper to call a conference, i. e. a kind of oc- 
'* cafional aflbciation. The conference accordingly met 
* At Waller's meeting houfe, on the firfl Saturday in Ja- 
•*iiuaryi796. Thirteen churches were reprefented, 
- and Mprris was prefent. The naoderator, by^the in- 
fbrudlion of the conference, asked Morris fuch ques- 
tions as tended tq eifeft a reconciliation, if it was pof- 
fible ; bnt Morris continued refradory . Whereupojn, 
he was cenfured by the conference, and cited to ap- 
pear at the next aflbciation, to anfwer for his condu^. 
At the next aflfociation no reconciliation could be ef- 
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fed:cd^ and a comciittee was appointed to deal with 
Morris; before his churches. The committee re- 
ported, that they had fettled tht exifting diiFerence^ 
to the mutual fatisfaotion of all pai^ties. This, how. . 
ever, was hut the bcginiiing of trouble arifing from 
Morris • The next aSbciition Was appointed at Wak 
ier's meeting houfe^ Spottfylvariia county. 

i)B. i^thi r796. — They met according to adjourn- 
ment. Only 12 churches wcr^ reprefented : Three^ 
under the care of George Morris, adhered to him, in 
his conteft with the afibciatioA, and at this feffion 
wrote to tile affociation, remoiiftrating iri favour of 
Morris. A committee was appointed by the affoci*- 
ation to vifit and admonifli thefe churches. Their 
return, is in thefe words : 

*' TAe committee are happy to inform the chufckes, 
that they have settled the existing differaites, to the 
satisfaBionof Elder Morris, and his churches/' 

For the credit of religion^ it is devoutly to.be wifli* 
ed that this reconciliation had been permanent. But 
thefequel will fhew, that Morris was not far peace* * 

It had been a rule, hitlterto, for the aflbciation to 
^ appoint quarterly meetings^ from year to year> in the 
different parts of the diftrid:* At this feffion* a year-^ 
ly meeting, to laft two days> was agreed on, in lieu of 
quarterly meetings :* the minifters to attend them^ 
were nominated by the affociation, arid responsible 
for failure. 

It is pleafing to find, from the record of this aflboi* 
ation, tnat, in the aiidft of diftrefsi the Lord rjemem^ 
bered mercy to fome of the churches . T wo ch urcfe^ 
es fpcak of a comfortable revival. The next aflbei*- 
ation ^as appointed at Burrus'^s ^meeting houfe, C** 
roline countj . 

OB. 2 c , '97 .-—They met according to appointment. 
Letters were received from 17 churches, moft of whom 
complain of coldnefs. Some precious exceptions how- 
ever, are ma de. The churches at .Waller !s, Burru8*sf 

* It is since changed to four day«. •''V'.'l < * 
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^nA Willianis's meeting houfcs, fpeak the language of 
praiie. At this atfTociatioii was^ elder John L eland, 
from New* England : bis preaching, was not in words 
onii/, but m power dnd in ths Holy (jrJiott, No bufirttffs 
worthy of hiftorical attention was tranfa^ted. It was 
a^ agreeable' time . The noiSt aflbciation was appoint- 
ed at Fofter's creefc meeting houfe,, Louifa county. 

October ioth, i798.'-^They met according tb ap*^ 
^intment. Lettetsfroto 1 6 churches were receiv- 
ed. With scarcely an exception, they ail expreffedl 
lad complaints of a declenfion in religion. No im-* 
portant matter was taken up- Except the reviM of 
the confdflion of faith. The next aifociation was 
appointed at Wildcrnefe meeting houfe Spotsylvania 
oounty^ 

Octobet 19th, 1799.— Letters from i3 churches 
^tre received. It appears to have been a comforta** 
Me feafofl* The following is an extraft from thfe 
^ensral^bfer\rations made in the record-book. N o* 
Aing of the pleafing kind apffcars on the face of the 
letters^ except a fpirit of general love and union. It 
^^iras at' this feflion that elder HT. French, and his 
'Church at Licking Hole, was received as a part of 
lAiis aflbciation. No bufinefs of a general nature, not 
jtientioned elfewhere, occupied their attention at this 
IBfBon. The next aflbciation was appointed at Coun- 
ty Linei meeting house, Caroline county, to com- 
mence on the 3d Friday in Oftober. 

OBober l6fA, I80L— Letters from 21 churches 

vwtere received, all of whom, either fay, that they are 

in a fl:ate of languor, or* that the revival is in a fl:ate 

-©f declenfion • Winter and Summer do not more re- 

.galarly fucceed each other in the natural World, than 

revivals anddeclenfions, in the religious. A good God 

jnakes them both fubferve his purpofe. The next af- 

fociation was appointed at Roundabout meeting houfe, 

, to commence the fecond Saturday in October. 

T 
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Daring this ySar^ a mournful fcene look place/ 
George Morris, (of whofe turbulent depprtmerit to-* 
wards the association, mention has already been- 
rnade,) a preacher of fomfe falents, who had the paf- 
toral and partial fcire 6f thfee churches, was by' 
common fepoh charged with crimes of the deepest 
dycf. Sucn was his influence with the ehurch> of 
which he was a member, that notwithstanding the 
reports were well authenticated, they paid no atten- 
tion to them until urged to it by a committee appoin- 
ted by the association. Morris contrived to keep 
•back manyof the charges, and finally to obtain from^ 
the church> a favourable decifion as to fuch as wqire 
exhibited. The moderator of the affociation, who* 
was one of the committee, finding the matter th^uS 
fmothered, to the disgrace of religion, called the af- 
fociation together. They met in conference at Wal- 
ler's meeting houfe, on the 4th Saturday in February,* 
20 chufelics fent deputies. After a fair and full iAr 
veftigation of the ,bufinefs before the conference,  it 
was decided that Morris was guilty of the crimes laid 
to his charge, and that the church had manifefted a 
criminal partiality in retaining him in her fellowfhipi 
The church was excluded from the afSiciation; and a 
committee appointed by the conference, to vifit then^ 
for the purpofe of pronouncing the fentence of exclu^ 
fion, as alfo to invite a minority of the church, wl:^ 
differed from the other part, to form a church among 
themfelves. 

The new church, under the name of Goldmine^ 
was accbrdiuj^ly conftitiited, and in a little time ivas 
joined by feveral of the majority. But what wis 
more (^onfbling, th^y were bleffed with the out-pour^ 
ing of the hbly fpirit. A precious rfevival enfued* 
Many were added by baptism* Morris andhis par^ 
ty, as being the majority, retained the old meeting 
house, and kept up preaching; But to them jnorta 
were disposed to unite themselvfes. After a vain at- 
tempt for two or three years to ftand upon indepen- 
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4ent ground, being forfajccn by thcyr nwft: respeftable 
members, Morris prqpofed that he afnd his party 
ihould again coalesce with the Go^niine church, by 
making, conceffipi^s ; Tp this, the Goldmine church 
replied, that they were at qU times, ready to hear what 
(my individuals of them had to say, hut could not re- 
^ceive them as a body, seeing this, would recognize iii 
them, a charaBer, which they hcid hitherto discounter 
nanced* Another reafon, it was said, exifted for not 
receiving them into their body, viz. therp were among 
them, many persons, under the imputqtioji qf gross imr 
moralities. So the matter refts. JVJprris, and fomb 
of the mpft pbi^inate of his party, continue out of 
communion^ The churqheg called Salem and Bethef- 
da, of whom Mprris had the miniilerial care, ad- 
hered tp l}i;n In his conteft. These churches were 
alfo expelled from the aflbciation, and a new one form- 
jcd opt of the minority, received Ip thefe proceed- 
ings, fome, who were by no me^ns favpur^ble to Mor- 
ris, were of opinion, that the aflbcjation were in fome 
of her mcafures, rathgr precipitate ^ not ufing, to- 
wards jhp churches deludied by Morris, ^ fufficient 
degree of lenity. Such opinions, were probably in- 
duced by a partial view of the fubjedt, efpecially thro' 
the want of fufficient acquaintance with the intriguing 
^emper of Mprris. The following is a fjiort comment 
made on his charader by the fecretary, arid fancftion^ 
ed by the. afTociation. 

* Like DiQtr^phes lie loved and soitght the pre-emi- 
^nence. Jealousy and discontent apparently were his 
irmparahle concomitants. In a word, he wfls not un- 
like Jude'9 wai}dering stars, always unjieady^ until 
they shoot in some eccajtric direction, and disappear 
forever.'' 

Having given a fuccin(5l account of this fchism, 
from firft to laft, it is proper to return to the com- 
mon proceedings of the aflbciation. 

OStober i^th, 1802. — The aflbciation met accord- 
ing tQ appointmient. Letters were received from x8 
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churches. The comment made by the secretary , aa 
tQ the ftate of religion, is in the following words: 

** It appears as if poor Zion will shake to her centre, 
and her zpatchmen proclaim^ the glory is depmtedfrom 
IsrdeL Yft the mighty God of Jacob is Jiiti the 
fame, and his everlasting arms are underneath the 
piqurning sons ofZion^ Several of our churches seem 
to enjoy gentle breezes of divine grace/' ^c. <|'C. 

In Bethel church, one of the conftituents of this 
ailbciation^ a rule had been formed, by a large majo- 
rity, compelling each perfon, under the penalty of 
the displeafure of the church, to contribute towards 
her expences, according to what he was worth, Tl^i^ 
rule, gave great umbrage, not only to a minority in 
thp church, but to other churches likewise, At this 
afTociation^ a ^uery was introduced jti the following 
words: 

^^ Does the associatioxi n^ro^ate a church that r«?V 
^esj(npney p by aj'^^ 

Which received the following solution : 

f* We do not approbate the m^thad of raising money 
hy (l/fejfifijents, upon the principle of its not being fanc-^ 
tioned by new tef lament examples, and the general 
principles of the Baptijis, and because of the unhqp-^ 
py confequenceSf which may refult from such a praBiceJ' 

Woixld not the folution to •this quexy, have been 
better thus ? 

The ijew teftament certainly requires of every mem-* 
her of 9. churcl} to contribute' to the expences of reli* 
gion, according to what he hath ; but fays npthin^ 
how this muft be carried into cfFedl; leaving; the 
mode of coileding discretionary. We are therefore 
perfuaded, that t3ie above mode is lawful : but all 
things that are lawful, are not expedient. We ^re of 
opinion that, at this time, this mode is not expedient, 
because of the prejudices of many, who nave not 
rightly confidered the fubjeft. 

This was an agreeable feiSon . The next affociation 
was appointed at Licking Hole meeting houfe. 
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O^oier 15% x8o 3. —Letters firom 16 churches 
were read. The (comment made by the fecretary was-, 
'^ T^at ihe letters httath the spirit of umvtrsal love 
and harmony, but complain of coldnefs '* Of the af- 
ibciation, he fays, *^ Much peace and love prevailed y 
among the members of ihis^ ajfociation, during the 
nihoie fejfhn/* 

it was at this feflion, they lirft took tip tjbe bufinefs 
of cpmpofing a hiftory of the Baptifts, in the Oolhea 
diftri^, and accordingly made an order requcfting 
the churches to fend accounts to the next affociatioiu 
This plan was afterwards relinquJifhed in favour of 
the prefent work. The next affociation was appoint-^ 
ed at fiethel naecting houfe, Caroline county. 

OBober 20/A, 1 804.— Letters from 1 8 churches 
wefc-r^ead. In a few churches re vivah are mentioned . 
Alt the churches leem to enjoy peace. The next af- 
fociation was appointed at Waller's meetijig'houfe. 

OBober igth, i8o5,—- l^etters were received from 
18 churches. Two or three churches fpeak of re- 
viyalst. JP^rom th^ foregoing affociation 2 c 6 had been 
b^ti?aed. The n€;3ct afibciation was appointed at 
Goldmine meeting houfe, Louisa county. 

OBober iSth, 1806—-* Letters from I'S churches 
were received. No revival; yet times were rather pro- 
mifing than otherwife. The fubjedt of encouraging 
miffionaries, was taken-up in this feflion. The allbr 
ciation exprefled her approbation of encouraging mif- 
iiouaries, to travel and preach the gofpel anaqng tha 
Indian tribes, provided any prafticablc plan could bfj 
invented. 

During the foregoing ypar, and for many years, the 
churches had been much impofed uppn by certain im- 
poftors, who went under the appellation of fiaptift 
preachers. In order to deteft fuch charaAers, the 
affociation entered into the following rcfolution : 

" In order to deted impoftors travelling through 
the churches, under the name of licenfed or ordained 
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Baptift preachers , this afTociatipn jrefc)lyjes to atloptlthe 
following method^ yiz* ' 

'^ Every ftrahger coming j^nder the name of a Bap^ 
tift preacher, fhall produce Jp the church where he 
may preach, pr have oppbrtunities to preach, a 
copy of the minutes of the afioci^tion, where he pro v 
feffes himfelf a mebiber, fhewing his name in the 
lift of 4ele^?itcs, The piiputes to ]be dated within 
one year/' 

Tne aflbciation authorif^d the fecretary ta publifli 
this refolution in fome public paper printed in thp 
city of Richmond, recommending and requefting, at 
tbe fame time, the adoption pf a fijuilar rule by all 
our fifter aiTociations in the ftate. Nothing ppuldbb 
more falutary than a regulation of this sort. The 
fbciety had been much difgraced by fome of these 
miscreants, who had been foftered by unexperienced 
well-meaning Baptifts. The next afibciation was ap- 
pointed at Guinea's Bridge meeting house.* 

Several excellent circular letters were written fpr 
this affociation by Mefffs. A« Broaddus, A. Waller 
andi John Poindexter, alternately ; but being chiefijr 
on 4odtrines of divinity, often treated of in religious 
books, they halve not been noticed* 

CHAPTER XIV. 

* 

JJistoncal Sketches of the ChurcheSy in Goshen Jssor 

ciation. 

WALLER'S. 

 . f •■ • 

^.. This is a mother church indeed. Their correspo;^- 
ding letter to the aflbciation in 1791, fays, f We have 
lately conftituted two new churches, which make fif- 

 Although there have been several sessions since i3o6, yet as our maniif- 
cript was finished previous to receiving any information of thcn)> VfC can on- 
ly «ay therj was nothing very remai-kabie. 
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testi, ftat haye been taken off from ouf church/' 
Shewas firft called Lower Spottfylvania, in contra- 
diftin<3:ion to Upper Spottfylvania, now called Craig's. 
Elder John Waller was chofcn paftor January 2d, 
'70, which was a few months after the church was 
-coaftituted: he continued to fill that ofice, until '93, 
A*'hen he moved to S. Carolina. ^Wheh Mr, J. Wal- 
ler declared himfelf independent, this church adher- 
ed to him, and was of courfe excluded from the af- 
fociation. When he was reinftated, fo was the church. 
It is worthy of reniark, that although Mr. Waller 
was an Arminian, and on that account broke with the 
alTociation, and carried with him this church, yet the 
church was far from being unanimouily Arminiin^. 
Some of Mr. Waller's neareft relatives, ftood firm to 
the gofpel plan. At one time, previous to Mr. Wal- 
ler's reinftatement into the alTociation, there were 
few, if any lefs, than 1500 members in this church. 
Although flie has had various ebbs and flows, 
and knows well the difference between declenfions 
arid revivals, yet fevv, if any, have experienced more 
uninterrupted profperity. Of fo much importance 
to the good-ftanding of a church, is an exemplary 
preacher, who underftands the art of combining the 
aearts of all, in one great obje<5t. It feemed provi- 
dential, that, when their former paftor who had grown 
old, and thought proper to change his place of resi- 
dence, their prefent paftor was ripe, ; both in talents 
and experience, to fill his place -, and it would feem, 
had obtained his uncle's mantle and a double portion 
of his fpirit, for under his care, the church has flou- 
riflied more^ than under that of their firft paftor.-— 
They have one of the beft built and moft comforta- 
ble meeting houfes, in Virginia. For, however the 
Baptifts may excel in matters of greater magnitude, 
they cannot be admired for the elegance or conveni- 
ence of their houfes of worftiip. 

in '87, the fettime to favour this part of Zion ar- 
rived, and under i^heminiftry of elder Harris v/ho was 
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nowaii a vifit ta them, rfiis revival biirftcii ibrtli, 0n 
every hand, nor did the vrarceafe^ until many of the 
fons and daughters of the enemy of God^fbllas vid- 
ims to invincible grace. About zocx \Vere baptised* 
In '96i as if to encouragifi riieit young^ and ardenc 
paftor, God granted a heavenly move, among the peo^ 
pie, and'Mr; Waller baptized fifty^fouri. Few years 
hzv6 elapfed^ in ^u^ch. there were not fcme baptized^i 

MINE ROAD. 

This is a imaU church, taken off from Waller's im 
*9 1 • Mr. Henry Pendleton, was ordained to the care 
bf the church, at the time of the conftitu tion . Fro m* 
firft to laft, this church has rather dragged on heavily. 
Hiving^ had no revival, or none to any extent. Theit 
present number iis now lefs than at their, firft coiiili* 
tution* 

They have however, fome ufeful members, among 
whom is Mr. Henry Pendleton, senior, father of the 
preacher, arid himfelf a' preacher, in another fenfe.*-*- 
He preaches by a pious walk and godly converfation. 
He is now a venerable old man^ of about fburfcord 
years of age* 

Henry Pendleton, their firft paftor, \\^as, uhtila 
few years before his death, confidered a very pious and 
rational man. He had fallen into the Arminian fyf- 
tem, to which he adhered in all its branches, but be- 
ing riewed as a pious man, was held in eftimation. 
Strange to tell, in rSoo, he put an end to his own ex- 
iftance, by (booting himfelf. His conducft for fome 
length of time previous to this fatal extent, indica- 
ted foma degree of melancholy insanity: To this 
ftate of mind, 6hafity requires us, to afcfibean aft'fo 
unpardonable, if perpetrated by one not in a ftate of 
infanity. 

^ider J^hilip Pendleton, is their prefent paftor. 

CRAIG'S. 

TWs church, formerly called Upper Spottiylvania, 
is the oldeft conftitution between James and Rappa- 
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harinock nvers. It was noi until N^ovember '70, about 
three years after fheir conftitution. that they received 
Lewis Craig as paftdr. Under his care, and previous- 
ly, this was a nourifhirig church. Ill '76, the word 
of God grew mightily aiiiong them, and one hundred 
tvere added, liut in '8 1, to the great mortification 
df the remaining members, Mr Craig withmoftof the 
churchy moved to Kentucky. Soon afcr this event, 
this niother church was obliged to relinquifli her con- 
ititution: In '88, being reinforced by fome new re- 
cruits, they resunied their conftituti^a. They have 
not flouriftiedofiate, asmuchasforae other church- 
fes ; yet their number, though Imall, eontairis fome 
worthy charadersi on whofe flioulders the govern- 
ment df the church feems chiefly to reft* 

For afeafon, they had elder Ephraim Abel for their 
j)a{lor, but he alfo moved away.' At prefent^ elder 
JEdward iiUy attends them occafionally; 

PYNEY BRANCH. 

' Thischur<:h was taken oiF from Waller's. Their 
tfteeting hdufe is ^bout twelve or fourteen miles from 

Fredericksburg, They have^ had, from firlt to laft, 
as their paftor, elder Henry Gopdloe. Nothing rei- 
inarkable has occurred in this church. Their courfe 
has been fmodth and even, having had neither revi- 
valsi nor declenfions, worthy of note. They began 
with the number of forty, ^and they continue nearly 
at the fame ftand* 

Elder Jeremiah Chandler, has lately become a min- 
ifter here, and has been ufeful in the miniftry. The 
church appears, of late, rather to be on the increafe. 

MAS9APONAX. 

This church is in the vicinity of Fredericksburg. 
Meflrs. Dudlev, Schackleford and \Iafon, hM preach- 
ed with fome fuccefs in this neighbourhood, previous 
to the year '85, when Mr. Maftin moved among 

them^ Some who were feals to the miniftry of the 

U 
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firft named preachers, were baptized by Mr-Maftin^ 
Thefe, together with a confiderable number who 
profefled faith, under the piiniflry of Maftin, were 
conftitutcd anno '88. Mr. Maftin was a confirmed 
Arminian, having been ordained to the miniftry by 
Mr. }• Waller, in the time of his independence.— 
Moft of thofe who had been profelyted by his minif- 
try, received the ftamp of his principles, whilft a ref- 
ped:able part of the church, who had been illumined 
through the miniftry of others, were of Calyiniftic 
fentiments. This diverfity of opinipn, was a fource 
of great unhappinefs among them. The Arminian 
party, were moft numerous, and were not only un- 
found in principle, but negligent in dii^cipline. It, 
fcems iildecd, that Mr. Maftin, in reCeiving'and bap-? 
tizing members, was too remifs, which, together 
with the flacknefs of his discipline, after they were 
received, proved a fource of much confuiion and 
disorder. There were a few^, who were, much cha- 
grined at these things. They took opportunities to 
' remonftrate againft them with the paftor, as also 
againft his legal ddilrines. . He was displeased. In 
j8oi, elder Hipkins Pitman, who was a fupporter of 
Calvinifm, moved into the bounds of this church. — ► 
His miniftry being acceptable to that part of the 
church who coincided with him ; Mr. Maftin grew 
jealous, and almoft declined preaching among them. 
Finally, the conteft rifing (o great height, the church 
withdrew from the care of Mr. Maftin, and chofe 
Meflrs. Pitman and A. Waller to attend them 
jointly. The enfuing year, Mr. Waller was called 
to take charge o£ the church, as a ftated minifter- 
XJnder him, as their preacher, they have been a hap- 
py people, and the church has increafed. 

WILDERNESS. 

This is a numerous church, in the upper end of 
Spottfylvania. They had for their firft paftor, Jofeph 
lilcdfoe. Theywere not happy under his care. When 
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he moved to Kentucky, his brother, Aaron Bledfoe, 
became their ftated minifter. In '88, they enjoyed 
the fmiles of Heaven, in a precious revival, condu6l- 
ed chiefly under the miiuilry of Aaron Bledlbc. The 
church increafed to one. hundred and thirty, Mr; 
3's. labours were much bleffed among then}, until 
fome unhappinefs arifing from his eccentric flights,^ 
fee refigned his care, 

Since that time, Mr. "Edward Elly has been an oc- 
cafional paftor for them, Mr. Elly is a worthy man, 
and a found preacher. The chuych has enjoyed peace 
and harmony under his miniftry. 

It was in this church that Thpm^s Bridges, now a 
prisoner , in the Penitentiary for horfe-ftealing, was 
baptized in '88. Bridges began to preach. Soon 
after, he was baptized 5 but being very illiterate, and 
of obfcure parentage, he wa$ not much noticed in his 
own neighbourhood. He was, however, fo far encou- 
raged by the church, ^s to obtain ordination : having 
from his youth, a propenlity to lying, he was detecft- 
ed in this mean practice, after he commenced preach- 
er : The church, hovv»ever, admitting his excufes, 
did not exclude him. Feeling restless under these 
charges, he asked and obtained a letter of difmiffion 
from the church : He now travelled ofFinto Loudon, 
and the adjacent counties, where he becan^e confi- 
derably popular as a preacher. He pertainly had 
fonie talents. He w^s fluent in his delivery, and for 
his education, fpoke in handsome language. His 
memory was exceedingly retentive, and he had after 
becoming a preacher, read a good deal. He had al- 
fo a large flock of that kind of wit, which pleafes 
without profiting ; but, in point of judgjnent, he was 
probably as deficient as ever man was. His opinions 
upon fubjedts, that he had often studied and discuf- 
fed, were always incorred: ; upon others, he was a 
mere child. After all, it is not likely that Bridges 
Would ever have become fo entirely abandoned, had 
he not imfortunately married awifewithaconfiderable 
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estate; by which, his fpirits beiog elevated far above 
their common level, he Jost all the stock of prudence 
he previously poflefTed. Not accustomed to the ma*^ 
nagement of property to any tolerable extent, he foon> 
very foon, fpent what he had gotten by marriage^. 
Still retaining the relifh for his new fphereof adlion ; 
but having lost all lawful refources, he strangely re-^ 
fortedto the fhocking alterhative of stealing horfes. 
For which, being condemned in 1803, he was con-^ 
filled in the Penitentiary, where he is now. 

GUINEA'S BRIDGE. , 

This churqh, 50 called from its vicinity to a bridge 
of that name, is a church of high-ftanding, having a 
number of pious and worthy members. Thegofpel 
was preached here, in its power and purity, at an ear-. 
ly date after the rife of the Baptifts. This plac6 was 
not without its perfecutors alfo, At one time, feve-. 
ral preachers were apprehended, by virtue of a war- 
rant from a magiftrate; Among them was Joseph 
Craig, remarkable for his eccentric manners. On 
their way to the magiftrate's houfe, Mr. i raig think- 
ing it no dishonour to cheat the devU, as he termed it, 
' flipped off the horse, and took to tjie bufhes. They 
hunted him with dogs, but Asahel like, being light 
of foot, he made good his retreat. 

The church was conftituted under the care of Mr* 
N. Holioway. After various fuccefs, Mr. HoUoway 
left them, and moved to the county of Hallifax. They 
then procured the ftated miniftration of Elder John 
Waller, under whose care, they were profper- 
ed. > 

In 1787, the Lord poured out his fpirit abundant- 
ly, and many were turned to righteoufnefs, more 
than 100 were added. After the removal of Mr. J. 
Wallet, in 1793, they were deftitute of ftated 
preaching, for feveral years. Sq great was the de- 
cline, that they had ferious thoughts of diffolving. 
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their coriftitution^ but finally having obtained the re-* 
gulai: ininiftrations of A. Waller, they again raifed 
their bcids. In 1800, they had the happinefs to fee a 
precious work of God among them. As many as 
104 were baptized, and fome of them were clever 
and ufeful men. Their meeting houfe is a very fhort 
diftance from the county line, in Caroline. Mr. 
Wallet: ftill attends them. 

fREDERICK:SBtJR(i. 

This churcjh, in the town of the fame name, is a 
fmall but happy one. They have no reiident paflor, 
but are fupplied by Mr. A. Broaddus, who attends 
them monthly. If there is any objection to Mr. B's. 
miniftry in this city, it is, that he is too popular with 
the irreligious. It may be said of him, as was said 
of Ezekiel.—^" Lo ! thou art unto thtniy as a very 
lovely songf of one, that hath a pleasant voice, and 
can play well on an infirwnent : For they hear thy 
words, hut they do them not.** T his remark by no 
means applies to the church, for although they hear 
with rnuch pleafure, they praftise With more. Itk 
a young and rifing church. 

5:0AR. 

't'his is a fmall church made up of certain mem-^ 
bers who felt themfelves aggrieved by the conduft 
of the Salem and Black- Walnut churches, in the 
affair of Morris ; and therefore formed themfelves 
into a feparate church. 

The two churches out of which Zoar arofe were 
originally the fruits of ^ r. John Leland's labours. Mr. 
Leland was a native of Worcefter in Maffachufetts, 
vvas baptized in 1774, and in the fall of lyjd he 
married and moved to Virginia and settled in the 
county of Orange in the neighbourhood of t? ofe 
churches. He continued in Virginia about fourteen 
years, in which time he travelled and preached very 
ext^nfivcly and very fuccefsfuliy. He baptized be- 
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tween fix and feven hundred perfons while in the 
ilate, and in January 179^1, he removed to MajSa^ 
chufetts, and fettled in Chefliire. Mr. Leland, as 
a preaci^r, was probably th^ hiost popular of any - 
that ever refided in this state • He ;s unquestiona* 
bly a man of fertile genius. "His opportunities for 
fcnool learning, were not great ; but the energetic 
vigour of his mind quickly funnounted this deficien- 
cy. His memory was fo retentive, that by a fingle 
reading he stored up more of the contents of a book, 
than many would by a dozen careful perusals. It is 
probable that his knowledge derived from books, at 
this day, taken in the aggregate, is furpafled by few. 
His preaching, though immethodical and eccentric, 
is generally wise, warm and evangelical. There are 
not many preachers who have fo great command of 
the attention and of the feelings of their auditory. 
In eifeding this, his manner has been thought by 
fome to approach too near {p x\\^ theatrical, Cowper> 
the poet, fays, 

"He that negociates between God and man, 
* " As God's ambassador, the gr^^nd concerns 
" Of judgment and of mercy, should beware 
" Of lightness in his speech.'^ 

Here Mr. Leland and the poet are at variance ; he 
does fometimes, and indeed not unfrequently, '* court 
the skittish fancy with facetious tales.'' If Cowper 
fays, so did not Paul 5 Leland can say, fo did George 
Whitefield, Rowland Hill, &c. and they have been 
the moft fuccefsful of modern preachers. Mr. Le- 
land's free and jocund manners, have excited the fuf- 
picions of fome, that he wanted ferious pict}'. His 
intimate friends, are confident that thefe are ground- 
lefs fufpicions. They believe, that, among his other 
Angularities, he is fingularly pious. While in Virgi- 
nia, he wrote feveral treatises, and was certainly very 
infl:rumental in efi^eding the jull and falutary regu- 
lations concerning religion, in this ftate. He has 
been fimilarly employed fince hi3 rfemoval tp New- 
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England. He has always been a zdalous advocate 
for republican government. When Mr. Jefterfon 
was raised to the Presidential chair, the ladies of Mr. 
Iceland's congregation, made a cheese of .immense 
fize,* and fent it by Mr. Leland, as d present to Mr. 
JefFerfon. This affair made no little noise in the 
United States. 

COUNTY LINE. 

This church was a part of those who broke off from 
the affociation with elder John Waller, and were 
conftituted into a feparate church, during his feclu- 
fion, having been previoufly an arm of the church 
called Waller's. After elder Waller made peace with 
the aflbciation, this church was received as a member. 
At her conflitution, Mr. Wm. Waller was inftalled 
as her paftor, but he moving to Kentucky in '84, 
they procured the ftated attendance of elder John 
Waller. Under his miniftry in '87, the windows of 
grace were opened, and God reigned down righteouf- 
nefs among them. The church multiplied. When 
Mr. John Waller moved away, they procured the fta- 
ted attendance of Mr. Absalom Waller, lie ftill 
preaches for them, once a month. This is a church 
of confiderable respeftability. 

BETHEL. 

This church is in the neighbourhood of the Bow- 
ling Green, Caroline county. There are not many, 
if any churches in the Baptift connexion, more wor- 
thy of commendation than this. Though not large?, 
they are, by all who know them, much respefted for 
their work of faith, and labour of love, and patience 
of hope, in our Lord Jesus Chrift. If Paul faid, that 
the Theialonians were enfamples to all that believe in 
Macedonia ahd Achaia, fo may we fay, that moil: of 

* It was said to have had in it 1400 lb. of curd, and to have weighed 900 
ifveight when taken from the press. The enemies of Jefferson called it the 
Mammouth Cheese : they also wrote poems and vented much wit upon the oc- 
ca£on« It was, however, received by the President with pleasure, and view- 
ed by, the iroparti*d as a singular pledge of patriotism. 
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the members of this church, are enf^mples' to their 
cotempdrarics. Their meetings are fokmn, without 
au fterity, and lively ^ without any mixture of enthu^' 
fiafm. 'P'heir hofpitality cordial without parade, and 
their manners fimple and eafy, without affc€tatioh. 
'J hey love without dissimulation, and therefote> ofteii 
meet, nbt only publicly, but from houfe to houfe, 
for locial prayer and convcrfa;tion. Though they 
have no resident ordained preacher, yet several of 
their members have occafiorially exhorted> and 
preathed in their aflemblies. Elder A. Broaddus, 
paftorof Burruff*Si attends here monthly. He is 
viewed as their father^ and from him, as children from 
a father^ they receive that counsel, ,by which they are 
nurtured up into evetlafting life. Two of their moil 
valuable members, have already fiiliflied their fhoft^ 
but happy courfe; 

M fi Charles Woolfbrk was a deacon at their first 
conftitution; He discharged the duties of that office^ 
with great fidelity and promptitude. Having been ac- 
cuftomed to genteel fociety^ and having an indepen- 
dent fortune, he had it in his power to do many good 
a6T:s, and to do them likewise with a good grace. He 
was a man of God. Living in this Ipotlels manner, 
in a few years he fell afleep, deeply regretted by all 
his acquaintance ; but by his family and the church/ 
in a more singular degree. 

Mr. Thomas Jones, a relation of the iabove. Was 
alfo a 4eacpn of this churchy and may be faid to rank 
in the firft grade* From the day he profefled gddli- 
jjiess, until his death, he appears to have devoted his 
whole soul to his mafter's lervice. It is not likely/ 
thst any private charadter ever did more good in so 
£hort a time. Though in affluent circumftanceSj, he 
knew how to use this world as not abusing it. After 
a lingering- illnefs, he alfo fell afleep anno. iSoo.— 
He was an Israelite indeed, in whom there was no 
guile. Here we muft paule and confidcr, why fuch 
tnea as these, fhould run fo fliort a courle. To which 
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ways of Providcrice, have plainly difcovered, that a 
high degree of profperity^ is seldom of long duration^ 
Things were too well id Bethel church, to abide long> 
in such a world as this; 

BURRUS'S^ 

i This church is in the South Weft part of Caroline^ 
having fome mejpibers alfo in Hanover. It could be 
wifhedi that as fevo arable things could be faid of this> 
as of the foregoing church But candour compels 
us to ftatci that although they have fome worthy and 
valuable mcnibersi there have beeri a more than com- 
mon proportion of apoftacies and fallings off. So 
Ciuch had the church declined at one timej that the 
paftor had ferious thoughts of propofing to them, to 
aiffolve their eonftitution; ^ br rather; to blend theirs 
with the BetheL But God, w:ho loves to furprifeus, 
with unexpeded mercies, proclaimed a jubilee. This 
Work of girace began Summer 1808; and in a few 
months, fome very valuable members vvere annexed. 
This church was firft called Pole-cat, and the n^cet- 
inghdufe Burrus'Sj after Rev* John Burrus, who was 
lOnce a preacher among them, but never was ordained. 
Of elder ;\ndrew Broaddus, paftor of this church, 
iiiiich tnay be truly said* The next aiTociation that 
Was holden after he took the minifterial care of the 
thurch, enterfid upor> their record the following eu- 
logv. " In the midft of afflidlion, we have to men- 
** tion with tharikfulnefs, to the great head of Zion ; 
^* that elder A. Broaddus, who has been a fliining 
^^ light in the churches thefe feVeral years paft, has, 
*' at the call of Burrus's, confented to take the pafto- 
^ rai card of that church, and is confequently a mem*- 
.** berof our afibciation." 

WILLIAMS'S. 

This church, chiefly in the upper end of Goochland, 
j^ a church of long and high flanding, in religious fo- 

V 
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cicty. For fevcral yeirj, they were under the ftatetJ 

ttiinifterial care of elder John Waller, When he re^ 

figned, fonie little time previous to his removal, they 

called Mr* Goodloe, who accepted the call, and ac^ 

cordingly preached for them ftatedly, until the year 

'96, after which, Mr; John Poindextcr, at their re* 

queft, attended them occafionally . Under Mr. Poin- 

dextfer's miniftry, they enjoyed a plcafant revival : A 

revival coudufted with harmony, folemnity and order, 

in whichi about ninety or one hundred were baptized r 

of these, says their manufcript furnifhed us, only 14 

have been excommuniojited, in about ten br eleveti 

years, and yet their discipline has been regular r A 

few years ago^ Mr* Elifha Purrington, whobadpre- 

vioufly-been ordained, Was chofen aspaftor. Under 

him, as paftor, there has been peace and happiitels in 

the chufchi The church is much attached to Mr* 

Purrington, asa man of uliaffccfted piety, and niild 

and pleafant manners* As ^ prilacher he is found iii 

dodlrine, very lively and afieSibnate in his addrefs, 

ajnd has talents of that fort, whieh is calculated m 

do goodi He is a native of New*Engknd, and came 

to Virginia in the charafter of a' teacher of Psalmody 

orchurch-mufic, in which he is excelled by hone and 

equalled by few, in the state. Since he has been paf- 

tor, there have been frequent additions to the churchy 

but no revival. 

In this church, lives Thohias Waford, an old and 
faithful difciple of Christ, "who was among the fifft 
to profefs religion j at the rise of the Bapti^sts. He is 
not a preacher, but has done more ^ good, than a fcore 
of preachers of a certain description. 'When Waller 
and others ufed to travel off> into strange places, Mr. 
Wafbrd ufed to gb on fometime before-hand, aiil 
publifli their meetings^ and procure places for them 
to preach at; then he would return, and accompany 
them : he would enforce, by private arguments and 
admonitions, what the preachers advanced from the 
pulpit. He alfo ihared in their perfeeutions. On* 



Ite wastakda up with th^m in Eflex county, andicariH 
ricd before a magistr s-te and examined, and his saddle-* 
bags fear<:hed, and theft discharged, xiQp haying dis-* 
turbcd the peace, by pre^cljing, &c. Atanother meet- 
lAgf when perfecution ran high, he went to the fpring 
to drink, and there, meeting with one of the fons of 
Belial, was severely whipped; the fears of which, he 
will doubtlefs carry to his grave. Mr, Wafprd is now 
(1S09,) more than four-fcore years qf ag9> and has 
profefled. religion niore than forty years, during which 
«^ime, he has maintained a, fpotlefs reputation, not on- 
ly for order and piety, but fqr steady and unabatfng 
aceaL ^ Old as he is, he mifles very few aflbciations, 

LICKING HOf^E. 

. This church, in the upper end of Goophlandt is 
probably the largeft chufch in the G«(hen aflbciation^ 
It was planted under the miniflry of elder Ford and 
others. — (S^e page 1 2.) For feveral years after the 
conftitution, elder Ford was their oqcafional paftor, 
but at length, thety rnade choice of Re v . H^gh French 
for their paftor. yoder his care, they enjoyed peace 
and Jbarmony. Until '98, they were conneded with 
liiie Doner gflbciation 1 but being more convenient 
to the Gofhen, they petitioned and obtained a difmif- 
jSxm to join the Golhen, where tliey haye been ever 
fince. In 1804, they enjoyed one of the mof I heavenly 
revivak, that ever was (cqu, 4 or5 00 were baptized, afld 
among them fome very respe<3:able characters indeed. 
Elder Leofiard Page, who was very adive and ufeful 
in the rcvi^^ ha? been since chofen paftor. There 
are few, if any ipenibers in the ftate, that poflefs a 
greater number of intelligent men, than Licking 
Hole. Besides their paftor^ Doctor John Morgan, 
a praditioner of phyfic, an4 ^ preacher of the gof- 
pel, resides amopigthem, 

Here-alib died, that aa>;iable ani beloved fervant of 
Chrift, Peregrine G.^ Smith. Mr. Srnith was a na^ 
tiye of Matfl^chufetts, and. at an early period in life. 



profefled vital religion* Having received a classicaf 
feducation, he began to preach the gofpel. After con- 
tinuing a Ihort time in New- England, he was advis* 
ed to travel intq the Southern states for his health, . 
which was lidw very' lo\y* He came to Virginia and 
after travelling thro* various parts of the state, and find- 
ing it^ as he thought, more congenial with his consti* 
tution, he resolve<i to settle here. His residence 
and ministrations were much wished in many places^ 
He however gave the preference to Licking Hple^ and 
accordingly came here to live. Mr. Smith, it appears, 
had for several years been afflicted with the consump- 
tion, a complaint §o flattering in its nature, that few 
who have it, ever think they have. He entertained 
fome expedJation of recovery, until a few days be- 
fore his death, which took place in 1^07. 

Mr. Smith was a preacher of fine talents indeed. 
His delivery was easy ; his style very elegant, his ac- 
tion becoming and his manner •iVarm and animating* 
His knowledge of books was confiderable, and having 
travelled very extensively for one of bis age, he had 
also acquired considerable experience of men, &c. 
By these things, added to his mild disposition, his pi-* 
ous spirit and liccpmplished manners ; his company 
and conversation, was very attrading, to all, who had 
even a flight acquaintance with him. Licking Hole 
church, did themfelves much credit, by their benevo- 
lent coridudt towards this amiable and afflsded widow *•' 
and child. So friendly were they towards her, that 
when flie passed through Richmond, on her way to 
New* England, {he faid to a friend, that ** she had 
not believed there were such people in the world, as 
flie had found in this neighbourhood." 

Elder French^ though not a manof distinguished 
talents, was efl:eemed a warm and experimental prea-* 
cher. As a chriftian, he was pious and exemplary* 
And as a man, he was in high eft:imation in- all the 
relations of fociallife. He oiily lived a few years 
after he joined the Goshen aflbciation, and at one of 



the feffion$ he was made moderator. At the next af- 
fociation, his death is entered upon their records, with 
some commendatory remarks upon»his charafter. 

THOMPSON'S, OR GOLDMINE. 

The preaching of the Rev. Davi4 Thomas, in Orange, 
made ferious impreffions upon fome in this neighbour- 
hood, who went there to hear him. This induced them 
to look out for preachera to come into th^ir own vi- 
dnity, and accordingly they procured the fervices of 
Mr. Nathaniel Saunders, and others. Finally, when 
Mcffrs. Harrifs and Read came on in their circuit, 
this neighbourhood participated in the bleffing.-r-* 
Some were baptized. This induced Lewis Craig and 
other young preachers, to vifit them ; fo that in 'yo, 
they were conflituted as a church. They were much 
ilraightened to choofe a paftor, being divided among 
three. At length they agreed to receive David Thomp-- 
fon . The church haa now become large. Under M r . 
Thompfon's care the church declined, and fell into 
fome unhappy contentions. He finally moved oiF, 
and the church obtained the ftated attendance of Rev. 
Mr. Leland. Mr. Leland's miniftry was greatly blef- 
ied. The church increafed to a great ^extent Few 
preachers were ever more popular in any place of their 
Aated miniftry, than Mr. Leland Was in thefe parts. 
But much to the regret of boththofe without and with- 
in the church> Mr. Leland in '9 1 , removed to New- 
England, his native country. This church then made 
choice of George Morris, one of their own members, 
who had been for fome time preaching among them. 
The event of this choice may be feen in the account 
given of the Gofhen association^ Morris in the divi- 
•fion of the church, gaining a majority, held on upon 
their meeting houfe. The minority, who was by the 
association, pronounced the church, built them a 
flage, and finally a meeting houfe, a few miles oiF, 
where, under the ministry of visiting preachers, in 
1 804 and 1805^ they were re^vived, ^and haveflourifh- 
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ed greatly. Many of Morris's fiiends have left him»- 
and joined thi$ churchy who c^lkd themselves Gold-* 
mine church. In 1807,^ they chofe elder William. 
Waller as pallor, who continues to attead them once 
arponth, 

R0UNDAB013T. 

This church, fomewhat a^we th? court-houfe^ aud 
on. the fouth fide of Louisa, i;^ a church of the ifirft 
grade as to intelligent members and f eguWity in dif- 
cipline. The gofpel was firft brought into this neigh-*, 
bourhood by feveral of the old preacheyg, particularly 
M r • John Waller. In '9 1 , Mr . Poinde? ter^ who had 
been baptized a fmall time before, began to preach* 
In '92, he was chofen as paftor* As if Godf vYpuld 
clearly fanflion the appointment, he granted apov^^t 
crful revival of religion, foon after he was called to 
the paftoral care. More than one, hundred were bap- 
tized in the courfe of a few months. This work went 
on, until they increafed to more than three hundred* 
The revival began about Roundabout^ but fpreadup** 
wards. So that in *95, a church was conftituted 
about Fofter's creek, called Siloam.^— This church 
was raifed ch|cfly under the miniftry of Mn Poin- 
dexter, and was an arm of Roundabout, until confti-* 
tuted. He was chofen their fta ted preacher, or oc-* 
cafional paftor. It was, when conftituted> a confide- 
rable church, having nineteen or twenty white males, 
and about thirty females, befides a great number of 
blacks. They continued to profper, until George 
Morris ftirred up his fchism in fome of the neigh- 
bouring churches. Having a brother, a member here, 
he was too fuccefsfulin forming a party in Siloam al- 
fo. This brought on great diftrefs, untU they came 
to a determination in 1^02, to diilblve their conftitu- 
tion, and rejoin the Roundabout. This mcafure aU 
fo feemed to meet the divme approbation. For im* 
mediately after their diilolution, a finall, but comfort^ 
able revival took place, and about twenty were added 
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to the church. Elder Poindexter had alfo extended 
his labours a& far as Albemarle, and fortned a church 
called iBcthel, confirKng; of upwards of one hundred 
members, ft bem'^too far for Mr. Poiadcxter to 
attend diem, they chofe Vir. Robert Jones, a young 
preacljcr, who fometinie afterwards moved away, and 
ffephzibah church being conllituted a little dlftance 
above. Bethel was diflblved, fome of the members 
joining the neW conftitution, and fome filing back 
into Roundabout. Thus these thr^e churches were 
again united into one. No revival has .appeared in 
the Roundabout of late years. Tiiey are, hdWever, 
in peace and harmony among themfelves. Mr. Poin- 
dexter, their paftor. is clerk of the court of Louifa, 
and a man of higli ftanding both in civil and religi- 
aus matters. He has made, and is ftill making great 
pecuniary facrlfices for religion . 

SCARROTTS. 

This church, though not large, is of good standing. 
iS^othing .uncommon has occurred among them. — ^ 
They have moved on fmoothly for many years, under 
the stated ministry of elder Henry Goodloe. Early 
^ter their constitution, Mr-* Wm. Da wfon was their 
pastor, but he did not continue long among them. 
Mr. Goodloe then became, and has.continued ever 
finee, ,tabe .their preacher. 

LITTLE RIVER. 

 > - > < < 

. Although this church has not lengthewd her cords 
taas.gteat^extent as Joaxe others, fhe has pafled thro- 
very few afflicijing fqenes, havijig generally enjoyed a 
coaii<iecahle:ihaiOei<:if peaceiunder her wmthy aad:geftV 
OU8 pastor. 

NORTH FORK OF PAMUNKEY. 

This is a large church, but has been, much larger, 
Raving of late paiTed through not only cold, but v^ry 
ttSSkicting timesv S©me of the old baptift preachers 
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laboijred In thefe parts at an early period of the rife 
of the Baptists. Mr Aaron Bledfoe was aniong 
their first profelytes, having been previously a dissi-^ 
pa ted charader. So foon as he believed himfelf to 
be a convert, he began to perfuade others. His zeal 
was unabating, he mifled no opportunity to exhortj 
advife, and admoilifh, any^ and every man he met 
with. He was really, ia season and out of season^ 
Having a singular degree of boldness, he would not be 
abashed. Great menj little men, rich men, or poor 
men were all equal with him, as it respected his confi- 
dence. He was never to be swerved from his point, 
nor put to the blush; By his unwearied zeal though 
far from being a man of knowledge or.gifts^ he made 
serious impressions upoJi many; A church was con^ 
Stituted; and he chosen their pastor. The discipline 
of the church was by no means regular. No decision 
could be had without aft unanimity. This often 
clogged them^ often discouraged them; But the 
zeal and forwaidness of the pastor surmounted many of 
these obstructions; The chut-ch increased. In *8l?^ 
they experienced art extfcfnsive revival j several hun- 
dreds were baptized So that in *92, when they be- 
came a part of Goshen association, they had about 
350 members. 

Anno* 1 8p6, Mr. Bledsoe was accused of fraudu- 
lent dealings which he denied, tho* too plainly proven* 
The church excluded him, although there was a large 
minority in his favour, who thought him innocent; 
No iriari probably ever felt more chagrine at being ex- 
cluded than Mr. Bledsoe. He soon moved away, out 
of the state, and is fince dead. Many good men 
doubted whether Mr. Bledfoe ever defigned - any 
thing improper. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
Mistory of the Alhemixrle Afsociaiion, inclmin^ the 

Sketches of Churches. 

By reference to chaptw XI 11 it will- be fcund that 
the Orange Afsociation was in 1791 divided into 
three districts, of which, one waS' called Albemarle^ 
This, was then, and is now, much the' fmalleft of the 
three, having never had naore than nikie churches.^ — 
They held their first fefsion in 1792 and have contr- 
ftued to meet from year to year ever fince. We have 
not been able to procure a fall file of their minutes, 
but from suoh as we have feen, it appears, that their 
hufinefs is conduced in aflbciations, with the utmoit 
harmony and love, Hlder iVIartin Dawfon has gene- 
tally difcharged the duty of moderator, and Elder 
Benjamin Burgher of clerk. The distrid included 
the churches irj \mherft, Albemarld and Fluvanna 
only.* Having given prcttyfull accounts of the jpro- 

 Nelfon bat been ftrickenoiF from Amhcrft fince our docctit^ta ^ibc to ' 
-hand. 
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ceedings of fevcral aflbciatiofis where the minutesf 
were in our poffcffion, it is the Icfs necefTaty t6 enter 
into a detail of others : Seeing the proceedings of 
one aflbciation ^re confiderably fimilar to thofe of all 
the reft in the fame connexion. We ihall therefore 
proceed to give hxftorieaV sketches of the churches in 
this aflbciationj beginning with 

4LBEMiRLE. 

This is the oldeft church in this affoxriation . It Ivals 
once under the paftoral care of William Woods, who 
is ftill a rnember. Mr. Woods refigned the care of 
the chiirch, together with his credentials, in order tb 
take off the difqualification from reprcfenting the 
county as a Delegate in the General Aflemblj. If 
he were called ofGod to this work, it is hard to fay 
how Mr* Woods will, in the laft day, render an ac- 
count of his ftewardfhip. He is efteemed a ufeful 
and refpedlable man. Mr. Watts now labours for 
them as paftor and is profitable in the miniftryir 

TOTIER. 

« 

This church was planted by the labours of Rev'd. 
David Tinsley and watered by thofe of Rev'd B. Bur- 
gher, Wm. Woods ^ and DaviS Patterfon. Tinsley 
preached in the bounds about 1770, but was not ve- 
ry fuccefsful. About '73, Mr. Patteffoh, wHo w^s 
a refident of Buckingham, preached with much pow- 
er, and baptized many in the neighborhood of Totier, 
who were confidcred as members of the church in 
Buckingham, of >vhich, Mr. Patterfon was paftor. 
In 1774, Rev'd^lHartin Dawfon was baptized and 
foon began to .pf each. When thef church was con- 
^ituted he took the paftoral care and has continued 
ever iince. Under his rniniftry the church has en- 
joyed great profperity and peace, and ha^ been favor- 
'^d • with fcveral precious re vl^^^ls . Many of the mem- 
bers bave^at different fames emigrated to the weftern 
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Country, £0 that the church has been more numerous 
than it is at preJfent. Mr. Dawfon, their paftor, is 
now (1809) about 60 years of age. He has always 
maintained a respectable ftgpding both in civil and 
religious fociety. He has been Moderator to the af- 
ipciation for many years, j, place which he fills with 
coniiderable propriety. * " * ^^ 

PRETHIS CRfiEK 

Church, iva^s, for many years, under the; care of 
Rev'd George ^fiave, who left them and went to 
Kentucky. During his ^continuance ^mong them, 
there was no extraordinary revival, butj in 1 803, 
coming from the western country^ on a vifit, the pow- 
ej of God revived in this church, under his tempo- 
rary labours, and while he staid, there were add^dto 
the church up wards of 1 00. Elders Jones and Gofs 
preached for them, ftatcdly for fpme time, 



t 



H^PHZIBAH. 



This church, for 2 or 3 years after her constituti- 
on feemed to decline, but in 1805 a. fmall revival was 
granted, when ahout 25 were added. Since that 
time they havei been in peace and harmony under the 
-ftated miiiiftry of Elder Dawfon. ' Mr. Thoncias 
Hjenderfon^ the clerk of the. church, alfo exhorts and 
preaches at times. 

WHITESIDES, 

has been a profperous church. Her paftor, Mr. B. 
. Burgher, was in the ministry among the iiril that are 
now living, and is esteenieJ a 'found and able preach- 
er, cfpecially when hte feels whai is called the liber- 
ty of preaching., PJe ufed to be more laborious in 
the ministry, than at preferit, having been for many 
years^ very corpulent, travelling and preaching is not 
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fo pracHc^Bk, Mr. Bufghef ha^ fome poetical ge- 
nius, having compofed /cvcfal fongs and oth6f fmall 
* pieces of poetry. He Jia^ been clerk of the aflbdati- 
on for many ye»s and has compofed moft of theit cir^ * 
cular letters. The church h$* been generally happy 
under his ministrations,^ a^^ hast)een feivored wM 
feveral coififortjiblc re**vrlls. *^ 

 .  * •' 

•  

Churchy is now profperous apd happy, but for fopie 
time, after her- coisftitutibn, th^re was cbniidefablie 
confufidri, through the mifeondud of Benjamin Cole- 
man their iirftpaftor. In i799> ^der John Youngs 
who h«i moved from paroline, fettled in the bounds^ 
of this churchy and became their pastes ; the ^niuing 
year, viz : 1800. In 1803 God fmited, and as iba- 
ny as Ho or 90 finneir$ Were enticed to Jefus* Mt4 
William Dunc^i, a prober of ufcful gifts, is a meirii 
ber of this church and has bec:n ordained to the mi4 
nistry. * ' t, . . - ' 

EBENEZER 

Church, was under the pastoral care of Eldor Or- 
fun Flowers until 1 805, whe© be was.tij'awn iiito tlje 
vortex of the baptist preach^'Sy Kentucky^* Sincp 
his removal, the) have been atteridied by felderji^ttri^' 

can. They had a revival in T8d4, .. > ^ 

-■> '  * • . 

LILE'S 

Churchy was planted by the united labours of Eli- 
jah Craig and DaVid *thomfon, Thefe preachers 
were induced to vifit this place,' in con fccjuence of 3 
or 4 perfons in the neighborhood going in the yiear 
1769* fome diftance off, tohear preac:hi|1g,andbeih^ 
^thereby awakened, they ihvitie4 the preachers to cojiie 

• It 18 queftlonable with fomc, -wrhetbcr half the Baptift preac hers wholiave 
l?cen raifcd in Virginia have ilot craigrafted to the western country. 
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and vifit them. They did (o. Their labour was not 
in vain. A few were admitted to divine favor and 
Were baptized. Among thefe was their prefent paf- 
tor, Mr, Basket. 'Asfoon as Godv^pughtin them, 
they bega^ to work for' God, and held private mec t-. 
ings ; the work progrefled and a church was constitu-n 
ted. Their firft paftor was Philip Webber, who, 
mbving to Kentucky, the care of the church devolv- 
ed upon Elder Basket. Jn '88 the mafterof aflem- 
blies paid them a vifit and introduced confiderahle 
members into his divine favour* It is a peaceable 
ahd profperous church. 

FORK, 

* In Fluvanna, was conftitutpd off fipm L^le's* They 
wep at iirft-^olerabiy proiperous, but through the 
mifcoiidudl of their minifter, they fell into great con- 
fusion, fo far as to require the ihterpofition of the af- 
fociation, in order to regulate them. But perhaps, 
ere this, Jefus has fppken the storm into a calm. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Hi/tQry of the Culpeper AJfociation, including' tf^ 

Sketclies of the Churches. 

' For the origin, &c. of the Culpeper Aflociation, 
fee page 1 39 

Their firlt feffion was holden at Smith's Creek 
meeting houfe, commencing on the 4th Friday in 
Oftober, 1792. This feffion was occupied in orga- 
nizing. 

They met a fecond time at Thornton's gap, on Fri- 
day the 4th of 0<flober, 1793 and continued toge- 
ther three days. Letters from 14 churches were re- 
ceived, stating their whole number to be 1212. Rev. 
George Eve was chofen moderator, and Rev. Lewis 
Conner, clerk. Nothing more than local matters 
was tranfactcd at this^ feffion. The limits of our 
work will not admit of lengthy details of the pro- 
ceedings of each aflbciation in the state, nor indeed 
can it be defirable, feeing the proceedings of one af- 
fociation are fo fimilar to thofe of another, that by paf- 
fing over the records of four or five of the largeft and 
oldeft, and feleding fuch general matter as may have 
called their attention, we obtain every thing, or near- 
*ly every thing, worth regarding in any* A few genc- 
' ral obfervations therefore, as to the proceedings of the 
Culpeper aflbciation, will, we prefume, be fatisfadory ; 
efpeciallyasa pretty full attention has been paid to 
the hiftory of the churches in this aflociation. 

Elder Lewis Conner adred as clerk of the aflbcia- 
•tion from their firft organization until a few years 
paft. At prefent Mr, Richard I Tutt difcharges the 
duties of that office* Mr. George Eve generally a6t- 
cd as moderator during his continuance in the ftate ; 
of l^te years ciders Mafon and Conner^ Ibmetimes 
the one and fometimes the other, hive filled the mo- 
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derator^s chair .^ . Their courfe has. been even and 

fmooth ; their hufihefs managed prudently and peace- 
ably ; their number of churches has increafcd, but 
their number of members rather decreafed, <>wing 
chiefly to, the great number of rfempvais to the wef- 
tern couritry. . This aflbciation has never as yet join-^ 
ed the general meeting of correfpondence, biit it is 
hoped, when the jprinciples and utility of that meet* 
ing is better understood, that not only tHis> but 
all the aflbciationS in the state, will become members^ 
Upon this fhort view of the affociatidn, we ihail now 
proceed to fpeak df the churches, beginning \vith 
i3etheL 

UPPER GOOSE CREEK atid BETHEL 

Are chiirches of happy ftariding; but nothing has 
occurred among them neceflary to be noticed here. 
Brother Koones attends Upper Gooie Creek with 
miich fuccefs, 

THbRNTON's GAP ind FIERY RUN, 

Have JFurniihed no hiftorical account. 

CROOKED RUN. 

This is a daughter of Bluerun and was, fbr about 
two years, under the care of E. Craig, was paftor of 
Bluerun. Odd having raifed up minifters among 
them, viz. Elders J. Gamett and Thomas Ammoo, 
the latter of whom was once imprifoned in Culpeper 
jail, for preaching . Mr. Garne;tt was ordained ^ 
paftor. Under the minifterial care of this amiable 
man, the church has enjoyed peace and harmonjjv 
in 1788 & 1789, they had a glorious revival;. 1 15 
were added. In 1802 they were again bleffed, ana 
about 30 were baptized. By emigration, &c. their 
number is not fo great as it has been; Mr# John 
Garnett, one of the minifter's, has lately afcended tl|C 
pulpit, and is faid to be a young man of pleafing man- 
ners and promifing talents. 
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MOUNTPONEY. 

This cliurch was taken off from a church called 
Moun.tain-run, in Orange county, conftituted in I j6^ 
and iirice diflblved. The Rev'd. David Thomas vJras 
the iirft Baptift preacher that ever proclaimed the 
gofpel of peace in the counties of Orange and Cul- 
peper, which took place in the year 1763. His 
preaching was in power and demonftration of the fpi- 
rit. Mr. Nathaniel Saunders, who afterwards became 
a; preacher, was among the firft feals to his miniftry. 
Many others were alfo baptized about the fame time. 
In 1766, about 2 or 3 years after he^Vas baptized, 
Mr. Saunders began to preach, and in I76S was or- 
dained to the care of Mountain-run church, which 
was conftituted at the fame time. Mr. Saunders held 
the care of this church until it was diffolved in 1782,. 
and moft of the members joined Mountponey.* 

Mountponey, as will appear from the table, was 
ccjnftituted 1774. Elder Saunders ferved them as a 
fuppiy, from a fliort time after their conftitution, 
until fome time in 1777. When the Rev. John 
Leland, from New England, came preaching among 
them, and became a member of Mount Poney 
Church. The church unanimoufly called him to the 
adminiftration of the word and ordinances, without 
ordination by the impofition of hands. This being 
contrary to the eftablifhed rule of the Ketofton Aflb- 
<:iation, and indeed of the Baptists of Virginia gene- 
rally, when the church fent her delegates to the 
hext aflbciatioif they wer^ rejedted. The habits of 
the Baptifts in New England and of thofe in Virgi- 
nia, refpe(3:ing;apparel, were alfo much at variance. 
Mr. Leland and others, adhered to the culioms of 
New England, each one putting on fuch apparel as 
fuited. his own fancy. " This was offenlive to fome 
members 6f the church. The contention o^ this 

* ^^3.than*el Saunders, though not a preacher of great talents, wras found in _ 
the faith r He lived and died in the efttmation of all that knew hinr, a pious' 
and good man. After fulFcriug; >a great deal, with a lorvg and painful iiinels, 
he finhlied his earthly pilgrimage towards the l:ul of th': iuiiVinei xSo8^ 
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account became fo (harpj that oil the i^th of July 
1779, about twelve members diflented front the ma- 
jority of the church and were of courfe excluded. 
The dillenting members formed themfelves into a 
church, and fued for admittaBce into the next aflb- 
ciation, and were received. The majority dismis- 
sed Mr Leland in order^ and foon after this he fub- 
mitted to ordination by the impolition of the hands 
of a presbytery. After Mr. Lcland's departure, Mt* 
Saunders refumed the pailoral care of the church. 
A reconciliation was efFcded. Mountain Run being 
diflblved, Mou/itpcney had three preachers in Jier 
government, viz. Elder Wm. Mafon, who is now 
their paftor, and N. Saunders and John Price, aUof 
whom, laboured togethjer in great harmony, until 
Mr. Price moved to Kentucky. In 1798, the fet 
time to favour Zion having arrived* her gates were 
crouded with converts. .To Mountponey church 
were added by B^ptifm., about 200, chiefly through 
the minifterial labour qf Elder Mafon, It was aboiit 
this period that Mr* Mafon was chofen by the 
church as their paftor. Gourdvine and Bethel were 
conftituted off from this church* Mountponey was 
a memberof Keto<5tonalfo until I803, they then join- 
ed Culpeper. Mr. M^fon> paftor of this church has 
been long labouring to turn finners to righteoufnefs, 
and under God, he has turned many* To fay much 
in favor of a living man has too mucli the appearance 
of. flattery. We mufl therefore curtail ^ but our 
feelings will not permit us to be entirely filent. Suf*^ 
fice it to fay, that in all the relations of life he 
Hands acknowledged through the whole circle of his . 
acquaintances, as one of the mod exemplary men 
living. As a preacher, although he has no claim to 
learning or refined eloquence, he pofleflles gifts that 
are incomparably more valuable. Cowper's defcrip- 
tion of a Chriftian preacher is realized in Mr. Ma- 
fon. 

• - ' - ^^^ iimple, grave, flncere ; 
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*' In doftrine uncorrupt; in language plain, 
.** Anc| plain in manner. Decent, folemn, chafte 
*' And natural in gefture. Mach imprefled 
. ^^Himfeif, as confcious of His awful charge, 
^' And an xiQus mainly that the fk)ck he feeds 
'* May feel it too. AiFe€lionate in look, 
^^ And tender in addrefs, as well becomes 
^^ Ameffenger of Grace to guilty men." 

F, T. 

This church is fo called from its being contiguous 
to a place of that pame. It was formerly called Rag- 
ged, Mountain, Through the pious labours of El- 
ders Saunders, Eve, Picket^ &fq. . the. gofpel was 
firft f uccefsfuUy introduced within the limits of this 
church. A malignaht oppolition soon appeared to 
the word. They threatened the preacher, but God 
" bade them preach on, and fo they did, until per- 
fecution was filenced. After the conftitution of F, 
T. Geo, Eve was their minifter, whofe labours were 
much blefled. Nothing notable however tranfpired 
until '88, when W^ Mafon in confequence of the 
. refigqation of Mr. Eve became their minifter. 1788 
was a year long to be remembered by F. T. A 
blefled revival appeared in all her borders . The work 
. continued during that and the fucceeding year. The 
heavens feemed to rain righteousnefs. Many of the 
votaries of Mammon and of Belial renounced their 
idols, and gave their hearts to their Redeemer. From 
this, the Rqbinfon River church was taken off. Ben- 
jamin Fuel was raised here, and afterwards moved 
to North Carolina, where he has been eminently 
ufeful, and is clerk of Mayo affociation. 

GOURD-VINE. 

This is another of the churches attended bv Elder 

"William Mafon. The gofpel was fir ft introduced 

into* the neighbourhood,, through the invitation of 

.iundry perfons, to Mr. Picket and others, to conie 



180 UlSTORY OF 'TUB 

and preach in their houfes. Among others, was a 
Mr. Sam. Fergufon, a rich man, who had been an 
oppofer, but God conquered him by his grace and 
in return he made his houfe, a houfe of prayfer and 
preaching. The church has profpered moderately 
with th^ enjoyment of peace and love. 

BATTLE RUN 

Is one of the daughters of Carter's Run, and for ma- 
ny years fed upon the heavenly manna dealt out by 
the Rev. John Picket. Their courfe has not been 
very remarkable. Their winters have not been 
niorefevere, nor their fummers more fruitful, than 
thofe mher fifter churches* 

rappadan. 

This is a daughter of Bluerun church. The gofpel 
was first carried into the bounds of this church by 
Meflrs. Harris and Read. The plants which they 
planted,, were watered by Mr. Waller and Mr. E. 
Craig. When the gofpel was firft preached in the 
bounds of this church, perfecution ran high. War- 
rants were illued to rnprehend the preachers. E. 
Craig was taken out of the pulpit, and committed to 
Culpeper jail. Thomas Maxfield fome time after, 
was impriioned for exhorting. Mr. Adam Banks, 
about the fame time, was committed to jail for pray- 
ing in the private houfe of a Mr John Delaney, 
and Delaney himfelf, who was notaBaptift, for per- 
mitting it. Perlecution often defeats its own caufe. 
M en cannot be reftrained from thinking ; and they 
will think that a bad caufe which requires force to Sup- 
port it. In the midft of thefe violent, and unreafon- 
able perfecutions, the caufe of God flourillied about 
Rappadan abundantly. In this church. Rev. George 
Eve, one of the moil fuccefsful preachers, in thofe 
part?, was raifed up, and about 1775, was ordain- 
ed to the care of the church. During the years 1776^ 
'77* '/Bj they v/ere much reived; as many as ISUor 
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140 were added, under tlit miniftry of Mr. .Eve — 
By removals, deaths, &c. the church was again confi- 
derably reduced, but in 1788, a heavenly work comr 
menced, and wenton until '96, when after having been 
about 2 1 years under his paftoral care, the church re- 
ludtantly gave Mr. Eve a letter of difmifllon 5 he be- 
ing about to move to Kentucky. After a fpace of 
about eight years in which they were fupplied by vi^. 
iiting minifters. Elder Jofhua Leather was appoint- 
ed paftor, but he, after about two years, alfo went to 
Kentucky. Since which time, this church, which 
has been the nurfery of feveral ufeful minifters, has 
been without a paftor. 

Jofeph Early joined the baptifts in 1772 and was 
a member of Rappadan church. He was a diftin- 
guifhed charadler in in his fphere. Though not a 
preacher, he had his gift, and he did not negledt it. 
He was rich in this world, and he was willing to com- 
municate. Viewing him felf as * a steward for Cod, 
he laid out his Lord's money according to • his in- 
ftrudlions. His hands were open to the poor and 
needy* He was the friend of thefriendlefs. He al- 
fo beftpwed liberally for all religious purpofes. When 
a meeting hpufe was to be built, or any other plan 
was in agitation, that required money, Mr. Early's 
purfe wtis eafily commanded. His fellow-citizens 
elected him to represent them in the Legiflature, but 
God had eledted him to much higher honours. In 
1783, after maintaining, for about eleven years, a 
moft unblamable reputation, for piety and goodixefs, 
he died in great peace, going forth to meet the bride- 
groom, and has doubtlefs entered with him into the 
marriage chamber* 

ROBINSON RIVER. 

• Within the bouds of this church, Mr. Mafon 
preached for feveral years, having lingular refpedt 
and attention ^ewn him, by alj forts of people ; but 
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to his great mortification, he could, make no efFedu- 
al intereft, for his mailer. This /was (o dilcourar 
ging to his foul, that he had ftrong thoughts of turn^ 
ing his attention elfewhere* But an unfeen power 
impelled him to the work, until the fet time for God 
to work : then were their mouths filled with laugh- 
ter and their, tongues with finging^ A certain woman 
on her death bed obtained a hope of eternal life, and 
when dying requefted her friends to get Mr. Malba 
to preach at her funeral, laying at the fame time 
that it would be a great day. . Accordingly at her 
, funeral the revival cojnmencedji and continued until 
many were turned to righteousnefs. Mr. Mafonhas 
ever lince continued his mmiftrations among them 
to the fatisfadtion of all : but through removals, deaths, 
'&c. this church is riot now as large ^s when con-^ 
ftituted. 

BLUE RUN. 

An account of the rise of this church, may be 
seen in our general history of the rife and progrefs of 
the feparate Baptifts in Virginia. By recurring to 
that recital, it will be feen, that this was among the 
firft places that the gofpel took eifect, through the 
labours of Mefs, Harrifs & Read, and that as early 
as the 4th of December I769 this church was con- 
stituted under the pastoral care of Elijah Craig. — 
Her history since that period, remains to be here 
inserted. 

It appears that they prospered under the care of 
Elder Craig ; many were added to the church, and it 
v/as large and prosperous for many years. In I786 
E. Craig removed to Kentucky, and then the church 
procured the services of Elder George Eve : Who 
continued to officiate, as minister, until 1794, his min- 
istrations were much, very much blefsed; during the 
years 1788 & i789> the church was, highly favoured. 
Many precious souls were entititled to fight under 
the banner of Chrift, and in the ranli3 of Blucrun 
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church.' In 1794. Mr. Eve resigned his care of 
Bluerun, having to attend two other churches. EW 
der Hamilton Gof#was then called to the pastoral 
charge of this churclf. Under his ministry in 1802 
they ha4 a fmall revival. After continuing in the 
church for 9 or i o years in love and peace, Mr. Gofs 
removed to Harrison county in the Western part of 
Virginia; Mr. Robert Jones then a refident of Alber- 
marie, and unordained, was called to the pastoral 
care; having accepted the call, hewas accordingly or- 
dained for that purpofe, and removed his refidence to 
Biuerun. He is still their paftor, and has beenji- 
mong them in love and harmony. Their number 
at present, is 100, but they have been far more nume- 
rous, having been reduced by death and frequent re- 
movals. It is worthy of notice, that there does not re- 
main, a single member in the church, who was in 
it, when firil constituted. 

CARTER'S RUN. 

This church was the firft fruits of the Rev. John 
Picket's ministry, and is the mother ofmoftofthe 
neighbouring churches ; for, from her, were consti- 
tuted the following, viz. Mill creek, Battlerun, 
Hedgeman^s River, Fiery-Run and tJppergoose 
v^reeic. — > 

Shortly after her conftitution until his death. Car- 
ter's Run was under the pastoral care of the venerable 
Mr. John Picket* If any thing remarkable has 
transpired within their limits it has not been commu- 
nicated, See larther account in the biography of 
Mr. Picket. 

MILL CREEK. 

This also is a mother church, being the jfirft fruits 
of the labours of feveral old and faithlul fathers in the 
miniftry, in that part of the diiliridt. Rev. John 
Koones was the firft, that preached a pure gofpel 
within the limits of Millcreek. Having been bap- 
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tized in Faquier, December, .1768, and living at the 
time in Frederick cdunty, near Frontroyal, he began 
in a few months after, his baptiftn, to exhort and 
preach in his own neighbourhood. So he continued 
until November 1770, when he refolved to go up to 
Shenandoah, into the neighbourhood of Mill Crcek^ 
where his brother George lived. It is eafy to con- 
jefture that Mr. Koones would hardly vifit in a dark 
and unenlightened place, without making fome effay, 
tc fpread the favour of the knowledge of Chrift. He 
did blow the gofpel trumpet, and it gave no uncer- 
tain sound. Many were roufed from their flefep, 
took the alann, and fled for refuge Zion's gates 
were crowded \yith returning rebels. Soon after 
Mr. Koones' labours began to be profpered about 
Millcreek, other preachers vifitcd them. Among 
them was Lewis Craig, John Picket, &c. Mr. 
Koones not being ordained. Mr. Lewis Craig bap- 
tized the firft converts. Among the firft that were 
babtized, was Martin Kaufmun, who foon after 
became a preacher. The work went on, Mr. 
Koones laboured much. There were in the neigh- 
bourhood, many Dutch or Germans, Mr. Koones 
being a German, could preach in either language, 
and would often preach twice, to the fame congre- 
gation, once in Dutch, and once in Englifti. But 
lliall we fay, that this work of Godlinefs progreiTed 
to fo great an extent, without any oppofition ? Far 
from it. Can the lion be oufted from his den, and 
make no refiftance ? Can the bear be peaceably 
robbed of her whelps ? Will the ftrong man armed 
give up his palace, and his goods, without a jftrug- 
gle ? It is not fo. Mr. Koones found and fuflained 
with fortitude no little oppofition. At firft they 
were contented to offer reproaches and threats. But 
as the work increafed, they reforted to more harlh 
treatment. Once Mr Koones was met on the road 
and beaten. On another oocafion, he attended a 
meetmg towards Smith's creek , When be arrived at 
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the place, he was met by a fet of ruffians, who forbade 
his preaching. One Cap.t. Leahorn, a refpectablc 
man interfered and insisted he ihould preach, ,and pre- 
vailed. The perfecutors however threw out heavy- 
threats, that, if he ever came that way upon that er- 
rand again, they would beat him feverely. Mr. K. 
could not be deterred from coming and they kept the^r 
word He went not long.afrer. His enemies had 

« thrown in pioney and hired a ion of darknefs to beat 
him. Accordingly, as foon as he arrived, the mifcre- 
ant began to ilrike him with the hut end of a large 
cane, requiring him to promife never to come there a- 
gain. This VIr. K* pointedly refufed to do* The 
fellow continued beating, until he had almoftdifabled 
him. Then he left him. While thusfuffering Mr. 
K. felt nothing more than a firm determination not 
to yield : But the favage had left him but a few fteps, 
before he felt his foul exceedingly comforted. He 
could then thank God, that he was counted worthy, 
to fuffer perfecution for the name of Chrift. 

Some time after this, he and Martin Kaufmun went 
to a place about 6 or 7 miles from thence, and^while 
they were preparing to preach, he heard a man in a 
room adjoining that in which he and Mr. Kaufmun 
were fitting, enquire for John Koones. W hen he 
heard the enquiry, he immediately fufpectcd, that Ibme 
mifchief was in agitation, and stepped into a third 

, room and got out of fight. The fellow, who had 
probably been inftigated by fome. other perfons, did 
not. know either Koones or Kaufmun. When he 
came into the room, he fuppofed Martin Kaufmun 

. to be John Koones, and without asking any queftions, 
fell. upon him with a ftick, or fomething of the kind. 
It was not until atter poor Martin had received many 
blows, that he could convince the Barbarian, th it he 

• was not named Koones. In the mean time the fel- 
low's wrath vvas fatiatedandhe went olFwitho Jt find'- 
ing Mr* Kopnesatall. 
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On another occafion, he attended an appointnicni;, 
but before he had begun toprjeacb, they took him ofF, 
and faid they would carry him to prifon. At a fmall 
diftanice from the place, they met a man coming tQ 
meeting, he Taid he had come to hear Mr. K. preach, 
^hat they ihould not carry him any farther, and at- 
tempted to refcue him : But thp perfecutors beat him oiF. 
"VVben they had wrried him a fmall diftance farther, 
he fiid to them, take heed what you do*. If I am t 
man of God, you fight againft God. One of the 
party was immediately alarmed. The warning drop- 
ped, was owned of God, working in him, a repentance 
never to be repented of. They had proceeded but a 
little V7ay, before the whole cempany began to relenf,. 
and agreed to let him go. Tbct man who firft took 
the alarm> and two or three more of the company, 
afterwards became Babtifts. This was the laft vio- 
lent attack made upon elder Koones* From thetimp 
of his initiation into the ministry, until this day, he 
has continued faithfully to declare thecounfel of God* 
Among the Baptifts there are and have been many 
actifeand laborious preachers, whofe fouls have glow- 
ed with feraphic ardour; leaning upon the facred prO- 
mifes, they were willing to fufFer with Chrifthere^ 
that they might reign with him hereafter: But con- 
fidering Mr. Koones' unwearied labours in the ml- 
niftry, the length of time in which he has been en- 
gaged, (about forty years,) confidering that he has a. 
conftitution that has feldom or never failed him^ re- 
quiring Ihort and few intervals of reft, it- may be fair- 
ly ftated, tliaftfeW, if any, in the ftate have furpaficd 
him, as to the quantum of fcrvice devoted to his Lord's 
vineyard. He has been a labourer indeed, and will, 
no doubt, receive his full wages, whenever the Lord 
of the vineyard fhall reckon withhi^s fervants. Mn 
Koones is ftill living, and although grown old in fer- 
vice, he does not* in any gr-eat degree flack his hand* 

Mill Creek was a large church when firft conftitu- 
ted. Moft of the peopk in the neighborhood," pre- 
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vious to the preaching of the baptifts, Were Dutch ^ 
Mcnonifts. The Kaufmunsand others who were of 
that {e£t^ being baptized excited great difpleafure a- 
mbng th? JMenonifts generally. In order to overturn 
the works of Satan/ as they called it^ they fent for 
preachers from Pcnnfylvania, In feme fhort time, 4 or 
5 Pennfylvania Menonift preachers came. They la- 
bored much to prcyeht the wprk then going on. — . 
They conceived that John Kpones* was the chief 
cgiufc pf this difturb^nce, and thought if he could be " 
cf>nvii;e.Ql or overfct, by any means, there would be 
jiamorepfit; feeing he could preach iji D'utch.—*- 
To this end the preachers came to his houfe/and la- ' 
boured much to convince him. They contende3, that 
Ghriftians ought not to hold with going to war, with 
flavery or taking liegal oc^jhs^ That thele were fun- * 
damental points. To this Mr, Koones replied, that 
the Baptifts, upon thefe points, left every irian at dif-- 
cretion, wifliing all to follow the dictates of hia own 
confcience r He then queftioned them, as tp the rea- 
fpn of their hope in Chriil -, whether they had felt * 
the power of godlinefs in their hearts, or whether they 
relied upon their nurfery fc^ith. He found them en- 
tire grangers to vital godlinefs, denying the exiftence 
thereof  They left him, and held meeting in the neigh- 
borhood, two days. Striving publicly and privately, 
^gainft the revival that was then happily progrcfiing.' 
^ Their labour was in vain, God ft^h added to his 
people fuch as fhould be faved. 

When the ^hurch, now called Mill Creek, then 
Whitehoufpj was firft conftituted, there were two' 
preachers in it, viz: Anderfon MoiFet. and Martin 
Kaufmun ; for Mr. Koones had not then moved from 
his reiidence near Frcntroyal. There being two 
preachers, enquiry was made, which fhould be chofen 
as paftor : On this queftioa they were divided, and 
being cuftomary to have them unanimous, no choice 
could be made. So the affair ilood, until the year 
J77'i or 5, when Mr. Koones, having fettled among 



J88 HISTOUY OP THE 

them, lie was ordained to the care of the church. A* 
bout the fame time Smith's Creek was conftiiuted 
off, partly from the Whitehoufe and partly from Lyn- 
vifs Creek, and A.^MofFet became their paftoR " 
Martin Kaofrr^un having been a Menonift previous 
f to his converfion, retained moft of their principles^ 
f aiter he became a Babtift, When- the American re-t 

volutionary v^rar broke oiit, moft of the Ba'ptills, be- 
ing attached to the principles of the revolution, took 
the oath pf allegiance, and many of them joined the 
army, This gave great offence to Martin Kaufmun, 
and ten pr jwelve others, vvho had been IVIenonifts. 

Some inefre<ftual attempts werem^de tolatisfy them, 
in which, it was urged, that inafmuch as they were 
riot hindered in the enjoyment of their own opinions, 
they ought to leave others in the fame enjoyment : 
That mutual forbearance in all matters of fecondary 
importance was indifpenfibly neceflary to the happi- 
nefs of fpciety : That in ourprefent imperfcft ftate, 
perfeft coincidence of. opinion in all mattefs, was not 
to be expected, and that at leift, when it was found, 
that fo large a majority of the foeiety, to which they 
were united, differed from them ; they ought to fuf- 
peift the corrednefs of their own opinion, fo far as to 
yield the liberty of conffience to others, without 
pufhing matters to extremes. To all thefe arguments 
they replied, that to them it appeared, that the points 
ot difference were pf primary importance, and that they 
could not, in' good confcience hold fellowfhip or com- 
munion with perfons, v/ho allowed fuch unlawful 
practices. All attempts to reconcile them failed, and 
they finally broke off and formed a feparate party-— 
From time to time others fell into their way of think- 
ing, until their number ultimately fwelledto 60or 70. 
Mr. Kaufmun became their preacher, having been 
ordained by two of his ov/n members. Their doc- 
triiie was not fo Calviniftic as that of the Babtifts ge- 
nerally* They profejSed to believe in univerfal pro- 
vilion, and linal perfeverance. Thdr difcipline wa^ 
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nearly the fame as that of the Baptifts. This party 
continued to incrcafe moderately /or fome time, until 
fomeotherch'^irches. were formed, and preachers raif- 
ed up., Mr. Kaufmun however, was the foul of the 
party, and when he became old and lefs capable of 
aftive exertion, they declined faft. After his death, 
which took place in 1805, they difpcrfed : Some 
joined the old Mill Creek church and fome Smith's 
Creek. Kaufmun was generally corjlidered. a pU 
ous and inoffenfivc man, very zealous and indefatiga- . 
ble. His mtcUediual powers, however, were very 
fmall, and his prejudices ftrong. He feldom or ne- 
ver adopted harfh terms in his oppofitionto the Bap- 
tifts, always manifefted conliderable affedtion and 
friendfliip towards them, when in thefr company. — 
AH things confidered, it is .moft rational as well as 
moft charitable, to prefume, that iVlartin was adtuated 
from pure motives, and that he confcientioufly be- 
lieved that he ought to do, what he did. 

At ati aflbciation held for the Orange diftridl, in 
May,: 1709^ an entry is made in the following words: 
A letter came to the aflbciation from the Menonift 
Baptift church, at the Whitehoufe, praying for a re- 
conciliation ; which church feparated from us, in the 
time of the war, becaufe they would keep no flaves, 
fwear no oath&, nor bear arms in defence of their coun- 
try* A letter was written by the aflbciation, in an- 
fwer to the one received, and a committee appointed 
to wait on the church, who reported to the next af- 
fociation, that they attended and found th;^t there was 
no probability of a reconciliation* Mill Creek church 
has had . many ebbs and flows,, but is now in good 
ftanding, and about as numerous ats when firfl: confti- 
tuted. 

SMITH creek: 

This church was constituted ofi^.from Millcreek 
formerly, called the White Houfc, 'Vhc firft davm 
of divine light in this, .neighbourhood arole from 
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a few Baptists who had moved into its limits aad 
adopted the practice of meeting at private houses on 
Sundays and other convenient seasons, for the pur- 
ppfe of finging and praying and reading the fcriptures; 
By thesie means,, impreffions were made upon the 
minds of many, so as to induce them to go a gre?iter 
(distance to hear preaching, aijd to invite preachers. 
They were also favoured with the divine mercy, so 
far as to have preachers raised up among them ; 
these were Mr. Ireland and Mr, MofFett. The 
latter of whom took the care of the church about 2 
years after her conftitution, and has ever since retainr* 
ed it. They have had many revivals and declen* 
fions, but none oif which were remarkable. Mr. 
MofFett from ttit time of his firfl entry upon the min- 
istry, until this time, has beena fleady, pious and use- 
ful minister of the gofpel. Some years pafl, by an ua-^ 
fortunate fall from his horse, he got very much crip- 
pled, since which time, he has been so lame as not 
to be able to move about without great inconveni- 
ence. He continues neverthelefs to labour in the 
vineyard as far as he is able, and will probably cr§ 
long finifli h is cou r se with joy . 

LOSr RIVER, 

Has not been folarge and flour ifliing as many others. 
At times, however, there have been fome lively flir^, 
in vyhich the church would increafe confiderably, but 
by frequent removals, deaths, &c. they were again 
reduced to a fmall number. At their first conftitu* 
tion they procured the ilated miniftry of Rev'd. A. 
MofFett, whofe labours were owned of God, After 
Mr. MofFett left them, they procured the attendance 
of John Koones ; In a few years Jofiah Osburne 
commenced preaching, but after a little time moved 
to Greenbrier. Since that time they have obtained 
the occafional and flated fervices of elders MofFett, 
Koones and Monroe, juil as they could. At prefent a 
promiiing preacher by the name of Sparry is ampn^ 
them. 
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LUNIE^s CREEK. 

This church was planted by the united labours of 
elders Jofeph Keddin and John Taylor, who, at the 
time of their coming among them, were young and 
unordained preachers. By the occafional vilits of 
elder Koones and others, ordained minifters, a fuffi- 
cient number were baptized to form a churchy and 
they were conftituted, under the care of Mr. Reddin, 
^vho had now moved within their limits, and was or- 
dained for that purpofe. The church greatly flou- 
Thhed under his miniftration, until fome unpleafant 
difpute, arifing about regulars and feparates, Mr. 
Reddin moved away. The difcipline of the church 
Was thrown afide, and of courfe, every thing fell into 
confulion^ No Baptift preacher preached among 
them for the fpace of four years. It fell to the lot of 
the faithful Mr, Koones to reftdre order among them. 
After which, he preached ftatedly for them» during 
aconfiderable time, althoughhe i:efided about 70 miles 
from them. A certain Mr. Walker, an excommu- 
nicated Baptift, impofed himfelf upon this church, 

, and was by them imprudently received and ordained 
among them ; which furrtiflies additional proof that 
more caution ought to be ufed in the ordination of 
minifters. This church is now deftitute of a paf- 

. tor. 

LYNVILLE's CREEK, 

Called at firft Sniith's and Lynville's Creek, is no- 
ticed in our general hiftory of the origin and pro- 
. grefs of the regular Baptifts. It will appear from 
. what is there ftated, that this is among the oldcft Bap- 
 lift churches in Virginia, and that elder John Alder- 
fon, fen. was their first paftor. Under his care they 
^ wenton very happily, having conl^derably increafed, 
- until the fall 1757, when the Indians invaded thdr 
country and fcattered the church, many of whom 
moved 4o or 50 miles below the Blue-Ridge. Af- 
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ter two or three yeafs they rallied again, put their 
church matters in a regular train, and on the 12th of 
Odober, 1762. was received as a member of the 
Philadelphia aflcfciition. In the fummer of 1763, 
they were again di ft urbed by the iriniptions of the 
Indians, but returned again in a fhort time and conti^ 
nued their church-ftatc peaceably and tolerably prof- 
perous for many years. In i775r John Alddffon, jr. 
fon of their firftpaftor, was ordained and took thcpaf- 
toral care of the church* In 1777 their beloved paf- 
tor moved into Greenbrier county, leaving the church 
deftitutc of any ftated miniftry. In confequencc of 
which, difcipline was negledled and every thing fell 
into confulion, andfo continued! for about ten years. 
1787* they gathered the fragments of the church, fet 
things in order, agreed to keep up regular difcipline 
and obtained the ftated fervices of elder Anderfon 
Moifctt, a neighboring minifter. They now went 
on fmoothly, and frequent additions were made to the 
church. In ijg i they received as member and paftor 
Mr. James Johnfon^ hitherto a. licerifed preacher, in 
Buckmarfli. The church flouriftied under his minif- 
try. But to the great lofs of the church Mr. John* 
fon alfo moved off into Kenawha county, 179^^-*^ 
Since that time they have had the ftated and occafi- 
onal fervices of the faithful but aged elder A. Moffbtt. 
This has never been a large church, but can boaft of 
fi^veral worthy and valuable members. 

Silas Hart, a native of Pennfylvania, moved into the 
bounds of this church and became a membef . I-Je 
died and left by his laft will, to the Philadelphia af- 
fociation, property fuffifcient to yield an annuity pi 
£ 50. to be kept in the hands of truftees and applied 
to the education of young preachers. The Philadal- 
pnia aflbciation appointed the RevM. David Jones to 
' receive the money in their behalf ; but upon ap- 
plication , the executors of Hart refufed to pay, up- 
on the ground that the aflociation was not incorpora- 
ted, and confequeiitly not known in law, or capable 
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of maintaining an aftion^ David Jones commenced 
a fuit in chancery in Rockingham court, and in 1 802 
a decree was pronounced in favor of the executor^# 
Jones appealed to the Staunton high court of chancery, 
when, in 1 803, the decree was affirmed ; he then ap-* 
pealed to the high court jf appeals, where, in i S07 
the decree was . finally affirmed* Between the time 
of the decifion in the Staunton Chancer? court and 
that in the court of appeal^, the Philadelphia ailbci-* 
ationbdcame incorporated* This, taking place fub- 
fe(|uent to the commencement of the fuit, did notai- 
vail as to the fuit then depending- The court of ap- 
peals however, made a refervation in the decree,^a- 
ting that nothing done in this fuit ihould afFed: any 
other fuit which fliould be hereafter brought by the 
Baptift aflbciation, meeting in ordinary at PhiladeU 
phia: So that by reforting to another original afti-^ 
on, the afTociation will ultimately receive the money. 
This is certainly an important cafe to the Baptifts of 
Virginia* From the decifion above mentioned, it 
would feem doubtful whether a^y property holden 
by the Baptifts as a religious fociety. is fafe. It re- 
mains therefore for them hereafter to decide, whether 
it will be bcft to fufFer their meeting houfes and other 
property to continue thus jeopardized^ or to become 
incorporated * If their becoming incorporated would 
be a dangerous precedent, leading in any wife to re- 
ligious oppreflion, it is better to remain as they are, 
for it would certainly be more wife to jeopardize pro- 
perty than principles. A fair and unprejudiced invef- 
tigation of this fubject is defirable at this time, and 
isrould probably lead to beneficial cffeils. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

Ilhtofy of the Middle DiftriB Afsociatioh, including 

the Sketches of Churches. 

When the General AfTociation was divided, thtf 
Lower Diftria, on the fouth fide of James River, afi 
fumed the name of The Middle Diftri<a, being be- 
tween the Upper, which was called Strawberry, and 
the'Portfmouth , which was then a part of the Kc- 
hukee. The M iddle Diftrid includedall the churches 
between the upper boundary of the Kehukee, and the 
lower boundary of the Strawberry. The exa<5t num- 
ber of churqhes cannpt. be afc^rtained ; as they were 
not entered in the aflbciation minutes in thofe days. 

The Middle Diftrid afTociation met in 1784, for 
the firft time, and organized themfelves,* Their fe- 
cond feflion was holden at Rice's meeting iicufe, 
Prince-Edward county. May gth^ ^7^5- ^ general 
dearth in religion exifted, almoft throughout, the 

« The minutes of this feflion cculd not be pi:acured. 
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ftatc. The rjiames of fifteen delegates only, are en- 
tered upon the minutes as fent from all the churches* 

The bufinefs of this feffion related chiefly to ftate 
grievances, all of which are noticed elfewhere. 

The aflbciation continued to meet twice a yeardur-^ 
|ng this cold and wintry ftate ; but they took up ve- 
ry few fuhje(fls except thpfe that refpefted local mat- 
ters. 

In May, 1787, they met at Nottoway meeting houfe: 
thepfofpcfts began to be more aufpicious ; about four 
times as many delegates ^attended the allbeiation — 
Many churches fpeak of revivals either already com- 
menced, or ready to break forth. As foon as there 
was fumcie^jt warmth to put the churches in motion, 
fo as to induce thgrn to fend their delegates to theaf- 
ibciation, it was found that the diftri<ft was too large 
to aflemble in ope hody^ accordingly when they met 
at Moffingford^ May, 1788, they agreed to divide 
into two diftriflts, or rathep to urike off the upper 
jghurches, in order to forni a new aflbciation, which 
was called Roanoke. The boundaries were fixed as 
follow : Beginning where the Kehukee afiqciatiorji 
lilM crofles tl)^ M (^herrin river, froni thence upward, 
by Lunenburg court houfe, to the Double Bridges, 
fror^ thence to Charlotte courthoufe^ thence theLaw- 
er's j|pad to New- London to the iJpper line dividing 
Strawberry Diftrift, leaving it optional with church- 
es, n^ar the line, to aflbciate in either diflrid:, as may 
fuit their convenience. 

They held their firft feilion, after the (diyifion, at 
Rice's meeting houfe. Prince Edward county, where 
they made fome new regulations for the government 
of the aflbciation. 

During the different feflions between '88 and '91 
nothing of any importance was done. The accounts 
received from the churches were interefting. It was 
a time of ingathering of fouls. 

In May, 1791, they met at Cedar Creek meeting 
houfe, in Luiienburg county. Here it appears that 
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the revmls in feme places had lubjided, but in others 
were going on. 

The Circular F^etter for this feflion, was a pleafing 
performance ; it contains thefe forcible remarks upon 
minifterial support, *  We fear covetoufnefs and want 
of rcafonabie fupport of the miiiiitry, is one great rea- 
fon, why we are fp languid ;n vital religion.-r— 
When cu*- minifters ought to be out, and working in 
Go4^3 vineyard^ behold they arc forced tp leave the 
ilpck, hungering for the bread of life, while they are 
llruggling to provide neceflaries for their f^rnil^s/* 
When we confider the many pertinent publication 
upon this fubje6t, as well as, the clear and ghvious 
manner in which it is laid down in the fpriptures, it 
is fomewhat aftonifhing that this duty is ftill fo lit^ 
tie attended to, What is man in his bed eftate ! 

From this feflion, until Odlober, 1792, when they 
jSiet at Appomattox meeting houfe„the bufinefs was 
altogether local. At the above feflion, they made 
an arrangepient rather of a Angular nature. It was 
agreed that pcrfons appointed by the aflbciation fliould 
vifit every church in the diltndt, and ** cnquire'into 
their fl:ate and flan ding ; to fee whether the word 
and ordinances are d^^y admiriiftered ; difcipline kept 
up ; gifts encouraged and licenfed j a fufiicient num- 
ber of deacons ordained ; paftors fupported ^ flocks 
vifited from houfe to houfe, and their ndllibers 
known -, chprches defl:itute of pallors infl:ru(9:ed in 
their duty : fmall conftitutions, not able to live, to be 
diflt)lved ; overgrown churches to be confl:ituted for 
convenience/' 

f From this, as well as many other proceedings in 
the different aflbciations, it clearly appears, that the 
churches are often willing to depute to the aflfociati- 
ons, a portion of power, as being neceflary for the 
prefervation of order and good government, and that 
when rightly ufed it is always produfiive of good ef- 
fects • It is incumbent on the churches to inhibit thesi 
from any abufe of fuch powers* 
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FromOftobcr, 1792^ until Oaober, 1797, they 
met, as ufual, twice a year. Complaints of the cold 
ftate of religion, during this feafon, are univerfal. In 
1797, the tone is much changed At their feflion at 
Trayler's in Chefterfield, they fay in their circular 
letter, ** How are our joys and forrows heightened by 
turns, whilft we hear from ^ lome parts that God is 
magnifying the riches of his grace, in the falvatioft 
of finners, and from others, that no fymptoms of revi- 
vals appear/* 

The feffions Were as ufual, until Oftober, 1800, 
when they met atTarwallet meeting houfe, in Cum- 
berland county. This is faid to have been one of the 
moft unpleafant, and indeed confufed meetings that 
the aflbciation had ever witncfled. The confequen^ 
ces did not fubfide for fevcral years, as we (hall pre- 
fently ihow. 

Jt was at this feflion that Mr. Conrad Speece (now 
a Presbyterian preacher) who had been baptized iti 
the courfe of this year, by elder James Saunders, was 
introduced as a l^aptift preacher, and was found both 
in the pulpit and in private conference agreable :M\d 
clever* He was a man of confiderable learning, hav- 
ing been educated for a Presbyterian preacher. By 
reading fome treatife on believers baptilm, as 'tis laid, 
he became convinced of the impropriety of infant 
baptifm. After fome time, devoted to the ftudy of 
the fubjedl, he offered himlelfasa candidate for bap- 
tifm, and was accordingly baptized, by Mr. Saun- 
ders. Soon after this affociation, he profeflfcd to be a- 
gain convinced of the validity of infant (prinkling, 
and wrote a letter to Mr. Saunders, to that effeft. — 
He rejoined the Presbyterians, andhas fince continu- 
ed with them. 

Of his motives it is difficult to judge. By fomie it 
was faid, that he was difgufled with the turbulent 
proceedmgs of the affociation atthis feffion ; By others, 
that Mr. Speece was much difappointed, on finding 
that J^aptift prea<:hers received little or no corapcn* 
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iation for their minifterial fervices. It is, pcrha^pSj^ 
more probable, that he found the general teporofthe 
manners and cuftoms of the Baptifts, quite diiferent 
from his own and thofe of his former aflbci^tes. Find- 
ing his temper fowered at the lofs of fociety to which 
his habits were aflimilated, and not able, at once, to 
accommodate himfeif to that, into ^hich'he had now 
fallen, he was the more eafily perfuaded pf the truth 
of principles, which but a few months preyipuflyj^ he 
had renounced as erroneous and falfc. It has fpme- 
times been made a queftion, in private companies, 
whether it would not have been more wife, on this 
cccafion, to have feparated baptifm and church meni- 
berfhip. There were, at that time, fevetal other emi-r 
nent Presbyterian preachers, halting between twoopi^r 
nions* It was thought they were perfcdly perfuad-r 
ed of the Impropriety of infant baptifm, and there- 
fore did not, for piany years, baptize a fingle child, 
biit were averfe to joining the Baptifts,, or however, 
from fome caufe, did not do it. Now, fay fome, had 
one or more of thefe been baptized, without requir- 
ing them to^becojhe members of the Baptift church, 
he could have baptized the reft, arid they might have 
formed a fociety to the mfelves, in which the ordinan- 
ces v^ould have been prefefved pure, although their 
church government and general manners would have 
been different from the other Baptifts* Thefe fug- 
geftions were wholly fpeculative, one thing however, 
is certain, that when Mr. Speece deferted the 
Baptifts, the fcruples of all the others were quickly 
removed, and they refumed the abfurd prac- 
tice of fprinkling children. Of Speece we piuft fay, 
we wifh, that he had either never fubmitted to bap- 
tifm, or that being baptized, he had not again turned 
away. 

After their ufual feflipns, holden twice a year, iq. 
which they only arranged local matters, the aflbcia- 
tion met. May, j 803, at Bethel meeting hoqfe, ifi 
Chefterfield county. Here they finally fettled the 
confufed bufinefs arifung from the feflion of 1800.— 
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At the feflion of I'^oo, a cenfure was voted, againft 
a member of the aflbciation, who had been appointed 
to attend the General Meeting of Correfpondence, 
but who had not attended ; alledging for excufe, that 
he difapproved of the inftitution. The vote pf cenj- 
furegave great umbrage to the delinquent member. 
After confiderable confulion> the vote of cenfure was 
refcinded. This did not prove fatisfactory. He 
complained to the church, of which he was a inem- 
ber, and they remonftrated to the next aflbciation. 
The Inatter was agitated from feflion to feflion, but 
riot elFedtually fettled, until the Bethel meeting. It 
feems, the church required of the aflbciation to make 
conceflions for having maltreated their delegate,— 
When the thing was taken up at Bethel, the depu- 
ties from the churches^ made their remonftrances, 
and the aflbciation made fconceflSbns. This mani- 
feiied, on the part of the aflbciation, a pacific difpofi- 
tion, which is highly commendable when applied to 
fuitable cafes. Whether the cenfure was unmerited, 
©r the remonftirancejufl: or not,^ the mode of proceed- 
ing was furely highly incorreft. To ask one aflb- 
ciation to make conceflions for the afts of another, is 
virtually to require of one fet of men, to repent for 
the fins of another, feeing no two aflTociations would 
.probably be compofed of the fame individuals, and 
efpccially at the difl:anee of two or three years from 
each other* fhe -mofl: that one aflembly of repre- 
fentatives, in a,ny cafe, can properly do towards mak- 
ing reparation for the oiFeilceS of another, is torefcind 
their ofi^enfive meafures- For an aflx>ciation to make 
direft conceflions to an individual or a fet of indivi- 
duals, is too great a profl:ration of dignity ever to be 
thought bf» 

October, 1803^they met at Walker's meeting houfe 
in Prince- Edward county. 

Here a propofition was- made to divide the difliricft, 

'• Two or three other churches had unltsd in the remonftranc*. 



In anfwcr to which, it was agreed, to call d conven* 
l5on, confiding of two members from a church, and 
that an invitation be given to the Roanoke and Pdrtf- 
mouth alTociationS to unite in the convention, fo that 
they might, if agreeable, ftrike off ^ part of their 
churcheSii in order to make the aflbciations, by this 
new arrangement, more convenient for all parties. The 
convention accordingly met^ and formecf two new af«* 
fociations, leaving to the Middle Diftri<Sl;, only nine 
churches.' 

For further account of this divifion, fee Appomat- 
tox affociation. 

The Middle Diftrid continued to meet twice a 
year, until 1 807, when they refolved to have only 
one fejflion in each year. 

No bufinefs worthy of hiftorlcal notice has been 
tranfadfed^ fince they were thus reduced. They have 
hitherto refufedto become members of the General 
Meeting of Correfp^ndence. 

From thetime of the divifion in 1783, until this 
time, Rev'd Eleazer Clay has generally ^(fted as mo- 
derator; a few feflions excepted. Until Roanoke 
was ftricken off, Rev'd John Williams aded as clerk. 
From that time until he moved to Kentucky in 1795, 
Rev'd Simeon Walton adled. Since that perio4f Rev. 
Benjamin Watkins has dicharged the duties of that 
office. The continuation of the fame clerk, without 
re-appointment at each feffion, feems to be a w:ife and 
prudent meafure. The papers being lodged in his 
hands, he would Feel it more incumbent on him, to 
be in place, as well as to qualify himfelf, moreexpert- 
ly, for his office,, when he knows there is no uncer- 
tainty as to his appointment. 

NOTTOWAY. 

The firft origin of vital religion in this neighbor- 
hood, began with a Mr. Samuel Thompfon. He was 
not a preacher, yet willing to do, what he had talents 
for ; he read publicly, to fuch as would come to hear 
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JBiin^ Whitfield and Davies's fermons. By this means 
jfomt: of his neighbours obtained a hope of eternal 

life.. Thcfe new converts hearing that there were 
perfon$ on Dan river that preached thefe doctrines, 
they travelled off to look for them- This took place 
about 1768. They procured the attendance of Har** 

Tifs and Walker, Their fpeech and their preaching 
while among them^ was in demonftration of the Spi- 
rit and power* A great work broke out in thofo 
parts. Infomuch that the above church was conili- 
tntSi in 1769, and called Nottoway; which may be 
tfikd to be the mother church of all others, for many 
miles in circumference. Jeremiah Walker moved 
from North Carolina and topk the pafloral care of 
them. Few tnen in fo fliort a time did more good 
than Walker did, round about Nottoway. Pefides 
his labours in the adjacent heighhourhoods, by which 
many churches were planted, his fuccefs in this church 
was very extenfive. Within about two years trom 
its conftituticJh, they rendered* an account of 26'0 
members to the Affociatiou, and it was the largefl 
church in Virginia : and two years after that, wheni 
ifeveral others had been taken off, their number was 

. 1,96. In 1784, Simeon Walton was chofen paftor^ 
who faithfully difcharged the duties of that office, 
until 1795, when he moved weft ward. Simeon 
Walton, Charles Anderfon, David KUifij^jton, William 
MuUins, Rpbert ' Fofter, and William Ellis ^were 
preachers railld in this church. She is now at low . 
ebb. 

POWHATAN ' . 

Has been long a flourishing church. The gofpel 
was -firft carried here by elders Webber and Apthotjy, 
at that time, very young preachers. They were fol- 
lowed by Waller, the Graigs, and finally by David 
Tinflcy, who agreed to fettle among them* The 
"Word took a rapid fpreud ; many were added, of whpm 

' A'a 
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fevcral became preachers. : Tinfley was very kT)6ri*^ 
ous among them until the year 1774, when he wa4 
clutched by the iron hand of perfccution, and Immu-* 
^ red in'Ghefterfield prifon. The forlorn ftate of th^. 
churchy through his abfence, ftin*ed up the fpirit of 
John Dupuy, a member, who conimenced first, ex- 
liorter, and then preacher ; and a few years afteiw^rdsi 
when left by Tinfley, the church cho'fe him for their 
i>aftor. Under his miniftratioris the church wad 
blefled with a revival, in which there were large ad^ 
ditioQS; like many other *fifter churches, they fell 
into a declenfion in the time of the war. Soon after 
the War, Mr. Dupuy moved to Kentucky. The 
fchurch then chofe Mr. Geqrge Smith for their paf- 
tor ; who was a popular and ufeful preacher. Un- 
der his care, they wQre happy and united. I^ut him. 
they alfo loft through the fertility of Kentucky foil.^ 
He moved in 1804. The next year they chofe their 
preferxt paftor, elder Wooldridge. Of late they 
liave but few additions. Few churches have raifed 
more preachers than the above. Their number is no 
lefs than i4, viz, John and James Dupuy, Edward 
Maxey, George Smith, George S to val Smith, Lewis 
Chadoin, , B. Watkins, Noah Lacy, Thomas Lafon-, 
Ifaac Lookado, Jofiah Gayle, John Wooldridge, 
IfVilliam Rowsee, aiid- Samuel Roper. ^ ^ 

BlUDDY CREEK, 

The gofpel was firft carried into this neighbour- 
hood by Jeremiah Walker, Rane Chaftain, and 
others. After- meeting with fome oppofition, it fo 
far prevailed, as to bring about 20 or 30 perfons into 
^he liberty of t|ie fons of G^d. With thefc materials 
kchurth was built. Having no ftated |>aftor, how- 
^ever, they did not go on fo v/ell as could be deEred. 
They dwindled, until about 1 784 elder Samuel Wood- 
fin, their prefent paftor, was called to preach for thefti. 
Under his miniftry they foon revived; and additions 
were made from time to time, amounting in all to 
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abcut 40. They have had fmall additions at diiFclr- 
ent times, though no remarkable revival. For fome 
t^m^e back, they have, like many other churches^ 
fuffcrcd a w^intry feaibn# Richard Stratto^j^ a pious 
preacher, was raifed here. His race was {hort. He 
was arrefled by death at aa early period. 

SKINQUARTER ! 

t *  .. . 

\ Is. a large, refpectable church, of long ilandihg. 
E14ei*William Hickman was their firft paftor, and 
was alfo the father of the church. He ferved them 
about 6 years, and then moved to Kentucky. Un«» 
der bis care they enjoyed fomc profperous feafons. 
They alfo felt the bitternef^ of fome adverfc fcenes. 
Mr. Hickman was fuccccdedin the paftoral ofHce by 
elder John Goode. . In 1785 they were favoured 
with a revival, which continued about two y^ars^ 
Many perfons during that happy feafon bowed to the 
4ivine fceptre. In 1790 they were bereft by death, 
of their beloved paftor. Mr. George Sjnith, and other 
peigbbpuring minifters attended them ftatedly. In 
I799f IPlder Charles Forfec, their pxefent paftor,, was 
inftalled in that office. His latjours were blefled, du- 
ring the years '99 and 1800. As many as 70 or 80 
were baptized into the church. After thi^ revival, 
ivading through various difficulties, from apoftacies 
iand other caufes, the church at length fettled down 
in peace and happinefs. God again vifited ihem in 
J 807, with a fmall revival. 

Beiides the paftors mentioned, this church is own- 
ed as the mother of feveral other preachers, viz, Jofiah 
Rucks, James Rucks, Walthal Robertfon, Kdmund 
Gopde, and Williamfon H. Pittman, All .thefe are 
ftfti living, and are all ftill members pf Skinquarter, 
except Jofiah Rucks and Walthal RobcftfoH;, v/bo 
have pioved away • ^ ; 
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TOMMAHAWK 

Has pafled through many re volutions is toprcapif^ 
crs ; but by prudence and caution on the part of the: 
active private members, they have beeii a very hap- 
py people. Elder Jeremiah Hatcher wa^ their firft 
paftor; whoferving them about two years, moved to 
Bedford They then chofe elder William Hickman, 
who in about three years moved to Kentucky. They 
were then ferved.byelder George Smith as anoccisjion- 
al paftor*for about 1^5 or 1 6 years, during wiich time 
they had not only calm and peaceable times, but pre*-. 
cious revivals, H^ alfo refigned about 1791 .They thcA 
chofe Mr. James Rucks> who being ordained, aded 
as paftor about fix years, and declined through fiek- 
nefs. They then chofe their prefent faithful mimf- 
ter. A frtiall and unprofperous church, called Win-^ 
tercomack, was once a part <)f the Middle PiftridL 
alfo, but was diflblved a few years paft> 

There was alfo once a flourishing church, called 
Fine V reek, in Powhatan county. Mr. Maxey ws^ 
their firft paftor. He, though not a grcat,nvas a 
good and ufeful preacher. In the midft ofhiscoiirse 
he was -arretted by the fmall pox, and carried to an 
early grave, in the year 1781. Tlie church declined 
after his death, until in 1793 they diiTolved their ^ 
conftitution, and the greater part, with their pailor,' 
«^lder Samuel Woodfin, fell into Muddy Creek, wheriC 
Mr* Wopdiin is now paftor. 

SPRING CREEK. 

:^ This church was planted chiefly by the labours of 
elder Benjamin Watkins^ their prefent faithful paftojc. 
After getting as many as were thought neceflary for 
a conftitution, they were organized 1790. Mr. 
Watkins paftor. ' i 

Few churches have feen more profperity than this- ' 
For fome years after their organization there were 
fome added every year. About 17^9 foms inemb<^rs 
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feeling impreffions to, pray for a revival, propofed 
that ftated prayer meetings should be kept up. This, 
wras acceded to, and proved very efficacious. Fail 
days were alfo obferved, and were thought to do 
mucft good. The revival commenced, and continue! 
about^two years; during v^hich time, more than 200 
were baptized. Since that happy period, they have 
f^^kA through ibme afflicting fcenes ; yet oat of all, 
Gcid has, and will; deliver them.' 

They have another Meeting houfe befides Spring 
Cteefc, called Bethel. Here, it is expected, will be 
anbther church at fome future day* 

The following preachers were foils of Spring Creek . 
Francis Hancock, Reuben Short,^ Jordan Mari:Jn,' 
and* Peter M. Carey. Of thefe, the two laft are (till 
txicmbers. Mr. H. is dead, and Short has moved to 
Patrick, where he is ufefiiL 

Mr. Martin is ordained, and tx^avels and preaches 
©onfid^rably. Hi^ neighbours fay, he preaches alfo by 
example. 

; Mr. B. Watkins, their prefent paftor, is one of the 
mc^ indefatigable preachers in Virgihia* Though 
oib^n labouring under fevere infirmities of body, with 
other obftacles, he ftill halts not at dangers or dlffi-. 
culties. He makes long preaching journeys, in which 
he 6very day, and fometimes on nights, proclaims his 
Mafter's gofpel in its fimplicity and power. He is 
indeed, a wife workman, and diligent labourer. For 
more th^n 20 years he has kept a diary ; a custom 
productive of fo many henefits, that it is fbmewhat 
ftrange that fo few have fallen into it/ 
- Here the ^wo fires from above and. below met; 
Chefterfield was confidered as an arni of Nottoway^ 
Dupuy's of Goochland. 

CHESTERFIELD. 

"^*' The firft preachers who had the honour of preach* 
ing the gofpel within the bounds of this church, wer? 
^William Webber and Jo. Anthony* Iqr this they 
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were counted worthy of a prifon. Their labour wa* 
not in vain in the Lprd, When they firft preached 
there was not a Baptift in the county. In the courfe 
of a few months E. Chy, the paftor of thb church, 
having obtained a hope, was baptized. It itecms 
Mr. Clay had heard the baptift prqachers fome years 
before, up in Halifax. He nad heard, and was 
wounded by the two-edged fword ; but having ipoxoc 
out from among them, his wounds were meafurahly 
healed, until about this time, being visited by an ac- 
quaintance who had become a baptift, his converfa-* 
tion opened his wounds afrefti. In ^ few months 
they were effectually and radically cured by ihc bain* 
ofGilead. < 

Mr. Clay commenced labourer in the Lord's vine* 
yard Ibon after his baptifm, and has continued thert-* 
in from that time, faithfully teftifying to the truths of 
the gofpel, which he had felt. » fieiag rich^ he was 
very attentive to the preachers who were imprifoned 
in Chefterfield. With fome interruptions he hat 
been moderator to each of the aflbciations of which 
he has been a member. His labours for nlany years 
have been confined chiefly within his own and th^ 
adjacent congregations. He is now an old man^ be*- 
ing 66 years of age -, and will doubtlefs, ere long, jie* 
ccive the fruits of his labour. 

SALEM 

Was an arm of Chefterfield church. Thomas 
Lafon, the prefent paftor, having entered upon tho 
miniftry, and being thought to have promifing gifts ^ 
a church was conftituted, and he ordained to the paf<» 
toral charge. Under his miniftry the church has in* 
creafed by a comfortable revival, in which 5^ were 
added. 

This makes five baptift churcheS already mention- 
ed .in the county of Chefterfield. And moft of thefn 
large and refpectable. It is worthy of remark* ttetk 
generally the baptift cause has fiouf i(he4> m^ft «xten>»- 
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lively where it rhet with the moft fevcre oppofition in 
the offset. In Chefteriield jail, fcven preachers were 
confined for preaching; viz. William Webber, Jofeph 
Anthopy, Auguftine Kaftin, John Weatherford, John 
Tanner, Jerdmiah Walker, and David Tinfley. Some 
were "whipped by individuals, feveral fined. They kept 
up tli«ir perfecution after other counties had laid it afide* 
1 hey have npw in the county more than 500 in com- 
munion. Among whom are four magiilrates, two ma- 
jors, and five captains- i>f militia. 
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Lowe*' Fall*. 

Ebent'zer, 
New Chapel, 
Staunton Ri- 
vcr, 

Cubb Creek, 

^ihcamp} 
Kocks, ^ 



>\ppomattox, 

Sailor Creek, 
Mountain 
^ Creek, 

Buckingham, =1771 
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1804. 

1771 

1803 
1772 

1773 

1781 

1788 
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Providence, 

Wreck Illand, 
Union, 

Slate River, 
Candy Creek ^ 



1784 
1786 



50 

30 
18 

ii 

35 

12 

*7 

as 

45 

42 
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78 

90 
60 

200 
«8o 



XS051 2$ 



290 

tio 
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Oba, Echols. 

W. Dotfon. 
Ed. J6hns« 

J« Jenkins* 
S. Harris 

• 

H. Lefter. 
S. Harris. 
S. Harris & 

J. Read. 
J, Walker. 

T. Crymes* 

C. Clarke* 

S. Harris & 

J« Read.- 

T. Hargate, 

4R. Challain. 

R. ChalUin. 



C. Cobb. 
Kd, Johns. 

J, Jenkins 

J. Weather 
ford. 

H. leftcr. 
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J;. Weather- 

tord. 
£u. Johns/ 
£d* Johns* 

R. Dabbs* 



J. M'Leroy 

R. Foflcr. 
'T. Cxymes 
& H. Lester 

R.Chaftain. 

D.Patterfon. 

R.Chaftain. 
R. Chaftain. 
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B. Todd. 

none.' 
P.Mathews. 

J. Saunders. 

A» Watkins, 

A.' Miller, 

R« Gha^ain. 

none. 

W. Flotvers. 

J. L. Abra- 
ham. 

I. Garret. 

i< 

J. Scurry, 
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Ompbeli. 

do. 
do* 

Charlotte* 

do. 

do. 

P.Edwaul. 

do. 
do. 

do.- 

Buckin^- 
ham. 

do. 
do. 
da. 

do«, 
do«- 
AmcIW 



CHAPTER X\^IIL 

History of the Appomattox Jfsociation, including the 

Sketches of Ghurclies. 

It has already been fliown, page 200, that from .the 
Middle Diftrict was ftruck off" twa new Aflbciations, 
called Meherrin and Appomattox. By reference to 
the different tables, the bounds of thefe aflS?ciations 
may be tolerably underftood.* Befides the churchi^s 
contained in the Middle Diftrid,^ fereral from Roanoke 
and Portsmouth fell into the new aflbciations» 

Of the Appomattox we purpofe now to trdat. 
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^ Wc had not the minutes dedi^aating the bounds. 
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Their first mectingafter the divifion was at Walk- 
er's Church, in Prince Edward county Letters and 
delegates from eleven churches were received.* This 
^ meeting was chiefly employed in terming a conftitu- 

f , tion and rules of decorum. - 

I The conftitution in one of its articles is rather 

I lingular^ It declarer that the moderator fjiall not 

fpeak to any fubjcA; nor any peffon be.chofen to 
that cfHce lonrger ihan two feffions. fucceffively. 
f The .defign pf thefe refttaints, witholit douht, wais 

\^ to prevent any -froniv acquiring too touch in^aence. 

^ .But when we guar4 iagainft one poffible evil, we 
j *^ ought not to be unmtn4ful of another. The office 
I of moderator does hot appear, in its naturt, t6 afford 

I * prcfumption that it would be often abafed for arbi- 
l trary purpofeis. Therefore, to deprive an Aflbciation 

I of the counfcl and ikill of one of her naoft intelligent 

[ members, to guard againft fo diftant an evil, has the 

I appearance of 'cxceflive. caution. It is much better 

to give the power, and watch the use of it. r ." 

The next Affiiciation was held at Afhcamp church, 
in Charlotte county, in 0<Sbber, 1 805 A query re- 
I ' fpcdting the propriety of admitting unbaptized per- 

!• ^. Ions ,to communion,,. was introduced at this feffion. 
► The queftion was anfwered by a large majority, that 

I :nonc but perfon? baptized upon a profeilion of faith, 

^ . were proper commuoicants. • The fubjed: of open 
I communion, has been more agitated among the Bap- 

[ tifts in this part of Virginia, than in any other; ar- 

r riling, as was fupposed, from the high opinion 

^ which they entertained of the piety of forae other 

Chriftian fedis, in the adjacent parts. Some rcfped:- 
abie Baptifts were induced, from this confidcration, 
to think favourably of a mixed dommunion. It was 
certainly a v;ery erroneous mode of ibrmmg an opi- 
nion. If open communion be wrong in itself, it 

* It docs not appear certainly from the mmufes, how many churches were in 
the alTociati^n at this timcj but it is prcbabie there were thirteen. 
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cannot be made right, by the pradrice of men, how- 
ever exemplary they may be, in other refpefts. 

Their proceedings, from the last mentioned Aflb- 
ciation imtil our accounts ciofe, appear to have b^en 
priident and peaceable/but chiejfiy of a local nature* 

The <« moderator's^ chair was filled alternately by 
elders Blane Chaftain' and Ja#ies Sauoders. Elder 
Bernard Todd unifatraily ^t\td as clerk. \ •' 

Having given a brief account of the proceedings 
Qf the Aflbciatidn; wt :Gm\\ now proceed ta give 
fliorr sketches of the churches of wlotieh ihe is com- 
poledi beginning v^th . - - ^ ^ v^^ 

;;: 'V/'^-' ;. LOWER Fi¥LijN.G ,\ 

TMs has; like many other chur^fes, paffed through ' 
ararioMS fctnes. Siiice Mr. A?t eathertorct has attend- 
ed thenj they enjoy better times tlian formerly. The 
downfall of Obadiah Echols was very affefting to all 
the churches to whom he had efer miniftered. 
This church participated in the diftrel^, ' * 

'^'" EBENEZER, ' V 

' ' ' .-» ' '    

This church was raifed under the labours of Wil** 
Ham Dotfon* Dotfon was a man jdf active zeal, but 
rather deifitute of prudence : he did much goodj but 
he alfo did much harm. For many years Rev, 
Charles Ce^bb was paftor of this church. / He had 
been an elder in a Prefejterian -congregation during 
feveral years of the early part of his life. It was not 
until he was advanced in age, that he afcended the 
defk. This prevented his ever making cohfiderable 
attainments in minifterial talents. However fmall 
his ability in the pulpit, he did much good. Mis ^ 
life was exemplary ; and a hint from fuch a man is 
more convincing than laboured difcouxfes from learn- 
ed doctors, who neither feel nor practife what they 
fay. After a life of ufefulnefs, Mr. Cobb fell afleep- 
Since his death. Rev. Edmund Johns attends them 
ftatedly and ufefully. 
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bourhood who embraced religion. They became 
fuffieiently numerous in 1771, to/orm an independ- 
ent church. They were, a few years after the confti- 
tution, placed under the care of Alicajah Harris, viz* 
anno 1779., Mf. Harris refigning on account of dif- 
ference of fentiment. Rev. JoJon Weatherford be*- 
came their pallor. Under his mi«i^ftry they profper- 
ed moderately., jiJeVm-alvrefpcdaWe and-ufeful men 
were joined ; and among themffome preachers. Mr. 
Todd, their prefent paftor^ is a man of education; and 
at the time of^his b^cgming^^a Baptiil was a man of] 
higb ftanding in^ civil fociety , . Hfe had for fevcral 
years reprefented the ©ouaty as a delegate in the af- 
fembiy ;- ^d was among the moft a^ive and ufe- 
ful magiftrateS in the cpuiity.. But all this he count- 
ed as drofs, that he might wia ChriA Jelus, and be 
found in him. He afcended the ptilpit at a late pe- 
riod. He is neverthelefs a found, and ufeful preach- . 
er. Under his miniftry the church has floarifhed. 
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ASH CAMP 



Is a young but profperous church. It was raifed 
under the minifterial labours of Rev, Henry Letter, 
who was their paftor until i8q8. He then moved 
to the wellern country. Since whdch time they have 
the fervices of Rev. 'Richard Dabbs. There are fome 
very refpedbable chara<5lers members of this congre- 
gation. > ,. ^ 

Mr. Lefter embraced religion, at a very early peri- \ 

od of the fise of the Baptifts,.and when about 18 
years of age. He foon began to preach and was ac- ^ 

ceptable as a young preacher. Marrying however * 
when quite young, his minifterial labours were fome- *' J 
what curtailed. He continued ft^ll to blov/ the gof- 
yel trumpet, but aot to fuch extent as fome who were 
: efs entangled with the affairs of this life. He is 
now (1809) about 07 years of age, of good conftitu- 
tion, &c. In point of taldnts as a preacher, ]VIr. 
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Lefter may be confidered as occupying a refpedlable 
grade, ^ ^ . , 

Rev. Richard Dabbs has been a member of ^fh- 
camp, ever fince its conftitution. He had been bap- 
tized for feveral years before he began to preach. 
Since he commenced, few perfoas have rilen into 
notice as rapidly as he. And at prefent, in point of 
popularity as a preacher, certainly »npne in those 
parts furpafs him, if any can be faid to eS[ual him. 
He is, furely, thq mofl indefatigable of preachers, 
He travels almott inceiTantly; and is thought by fome* 
of his intimate ftiends for fome years *paft> to. have 
preached more fermons than there are days in the 
year. He does not preach in vain. There are feals 
to his miniftry wherever he goes. His talents do not 
coniiil in deep investigation or clofe reafoning ; not 
in full and fair explanations of mysterious texts of 
fcripture, qv of abstruse points of divinity. He fays 
clever things, and he fays them in a winning manner. 
Befide3, his voice is harmonious, his perfon agrae- 
able; and his manners, both in and out of the pulpit^ 
aiFe.dtionate and pleafing. He fings v/ell, and is fond 
of it. His exhortations are warrrt and pathetic. 
With all thefe advantagtes, it would not indeed be 
strange if Mr. Dabbs's talents v/ere fomewhat over- 
rated by many. Be that as it m^y. Unquestiona- 
bly fuch gifts as he really poffefles, he improves to 
the greatest pofiihjp advantage: and if he fhould no?: 
become biaded by exceffive popularity, nor be weary 
in well doing, he will reap a plenteous harvest, in 
that. day. . > « 

ROCKS ' 

Is among the oldest churches in this Affociation. 
The gofpcl was first brought here by Samuel Harrifs, 
in 1 771, who in fome fhort time baptized Robert 
Jennings a presbyter ian, a man of refpedable stand- 
ing, and who was for many years afterwards an Or- 
nament in thechureh. Other preachers watered the 
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feed fown by Mr* Harrifsj and about the year lyyZy 
a church v/as constituted, whichsfell. under the pas-^ 
toral care of .William Johnfon. He was fucceeded 
in a few years by one Mr. John M^Leroy, an Irith- 
man, who turned out badly, and then moved to 
Georgia. In 1790, elder John Weatherford became 
their pastor; tind' continued for feveral yeirs; and he 
alfo removed. ' Of late years they have had eider P. 
Mathews for pastor.* 

- APPOxMATTOX, . 

This is ^h did chiirch. When first constituted, 
they were curfed with the fevices of a wretched 
traitof to the caufe. One M'Leroy, a foreigner, 
having fpecious' talents as a preacher, became their 
pastor. After fome years of confufion and 'distrefs, 
he left them and moved to Geergia, having been 
previoufly excommunicated. They then'tralled their 
prefent pastor. Rev. James Sauiiders. . Under his 
ministry, they have been a flourifhing peoj51e. ^Of late 
years, however, they have pafled through very lar 
mentable fcenes, - s 

SAILOR CREl^K ^ 

Is a large and rejfpedable church. They have, for 
many years, been under the ministerial attentiori of 
Bev. Abner Watkins. He has grown old "in the 
vineyard, but he has not grown *weary. God lias 
been with him here; and doubtkfs if he is faithful 
until death, he will reoeive "a crown of life. If the 
tempea, of a whole people nmy be understood from 
that of a few, few ministers are more beloved by 
their congregation, than is Mr. Watkins. As a 
preacher he is Confidered plain and praftical j not 

aiming to rise very high, nor ever falling very 

*■  , 

* This account was taken from sin old manufcript of Mr. John. 
Williams. From fome circumstances it is doubtful, whether th^re 
Were not two churc^i^ nearly of the faii^e namcjone in Charlotte 
aiid the other in Prince Edward. 
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low. In the vicinity of this church was one? a 
church called liberty, which flourifhed for fome 
years," and then declining, was diflblved, the members 
falling chiefly into Sailor Creek. . - 

Robert Fofter, the firft paftor of Sailor Creek, was 
brought; to the knowledge of the truth under the 
miriiitry"' of Jeremiah Walker, was baptized. June 
1769, and began to preach the following year. He 
Was not confidercd a preaeher of talents, but was re- 
fpetled as a good man and faithful to his trull* 

MOUNTAIN CREEK. 

This church was rkifed through the faithful and 
indefatigable labours of l^ev. Thomas Crymes He 
attended them as minifter for fomc . time. When he 
was no longer to be had, they were miniftered to by 
Air. Lefler. lender his miniftry they were favoured 
from above. The church gi;ew. When Mr. Lefter 
removed they obtained the attendance of elder Armi- 
ilead Miller, who ftill difcharges the duties of that 
facred office. About the year 17QI there were, in 
this churchy 78 mcriibers : the pfefent number has 
not been recei^d. . 

BUCKINGHAM, 

. A mother church, in the county of thfe fame name, 
is one of the largeft and moft flourifhing churches in 
the Appomattox Aflbciation. The firft fuccefsful 
preacher in thefe parts, was Chriftopher Clarke. It 
was not long before Mr. Chastain, their prefent 
paftor, commenced preacher. He has been their pas- 
tor, their only one, from the beginning. Surely no 
:^ people need ask to' be more blefied in a paftor. Un- 
der him the chtirch has prospered almoft uniformly. 
' If they have had their wintry ftate, from which none 
are exempt; yet under the prudent management of 
this venerable paftor, they hvive not pafted through 
fuch severe conflids as fome other churches. Mr. 
Chaftain is now an old man, arid ripe for the crown 






, « 



> 



» 



f 



I 



•«,'j .-,- • " .,' *- .•^^'•^Wf'^ f  



216 HISTORY OF THE 

that a waifs him r As a preacher he is held ift high 
cftimation for foundncss, fimplicity, and ufefubiefs. 

PROVIDENCE 

 V- 

Is not a very profperous chutch at prefent, having 
been for fome years without ^a paftor. Ijiey have 
but few male members ; fome of whom, fiowever,. 
are ufeful men. ' ^ ' ' ' 

David Patterfoa, their fir ft paftor, was a part of 
the firft fruits of the goipelin thefe parts. After his 
convcrfion he quickly conxmenced preacher, and waj 
diftinguiflied fot his fteady 2fearand exemplary piety. 
B^ing a man of indeperident properfy, he received no 
compenfation for hi^ ftiiniftefial labours^ which by the 
bye, is very much^the cafe, efther voluntarily or in- 
voluntarily, with a large proportion of the Baptift 
preachers in Virginia, 

WRECK ISLAND r . ' 

Has for her minifter Rev. William Flowers, a 
preacher of acceptable gifts. They are a church of 
goodiUnding, a^s far as infortoation has been received. 
The church was firft conftitued, at a place called Bent 
Creek, anno 1 775, but negleding discipline they de- 
clined untir 1784, They were reconftituted at the 
place called Wreck Iflaod or Rack Ifland. Mr. 
Ghaftain^then attended them ftatedly, and they prof- 
pered under his care. He was fucceededby William 
Johnfon,^and he by James Saunders, as a vifitor. Mr. 
Flowers, their prefent paftor, was a labourer in the 
church for fome time before he was appointed paftor* 
Since his appoiittment, he has conduiSted himfelf Go 
prudently as to Ifeave them no grounds to regret their fj 
choice. James Dofs was also for many jrears an or- 
daiqpd preacher in this church. 

UNION. ' . 

This church, planted by the iucieefsful labours of 
Rev. Rane Chastain, has for fome years been under 
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the paftoral care of Rev. Jacob Abraham* With 
Ibme afflictions they have alfo had fpme favourable 
ieafons. At prefent they are a united and happy 
people. 

Jacob Levi Abraham, the minifter of this church, 
was a native of the county of King William, and of 
Jewish parentage?. He may be confidered as a rare 
inftance? of the converfion of a Jew, Mr. Abraham 
quotes fcripture with great readinefs, but fome think 
that he fhows fomething of the Jew, ftill, in his 
preachings by leaning more to the qW teftament in 
nis quotations. Coniidering that he had but very 
fmall opportunities in point of education, he cer- 
tainly pofleiTes gifts of no inconliderable grade. 

SLATE RIVER 

' ' » 

Is a fmall church in Buckingham county. Wc 
have not received any remarkable particulars refpe<ft- 
ing them. Their paftor, Mr. Ifaac Garret, has the 
repatation of a faithful labourer, who mainly defigns 
the advancement of Zion's profperity. 

SANDY CREEK 

Is a large church in Amelia county. They were 
formerly under the watchful care of David Ellington. 
Aftei he moved fouthward they procured the fervices 
of Rev.^John Scurry. Under his miniftry, Vh^X 
have l^een doing well. Mr. Scurry has the reput£[- 
tion of being an able minifter of the new testament. 
God has hitherto ftood by him, and he has only to 
lean upon his omnipotent arm to the end, when God 
will not forget his patience of hope. In this church 
once lived John Pollard, a preacher of very confider'- 
able talents. In the early jpart of his ministry he 
was very popular, and apparently very ufcful; but fuf- 
fering nis brains to be addled by fome unfortunate 
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bias^ lie fell into the dodrine of hell-redemption, or 
the non-etcmitj of future puniflimeht. He has 
finee dragged on, rather a nuifarice, in the religious 
world. He was fuppofed to have been fpoiled by 
being too much carefled, . 

"Oh pppalar applaufe I what Heart M mail 

** I» proof agaiitst thy fwcet Inducing charms." f 
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^ CHAPTEIl XIX. 

* 

History of the Meherrin Afsociatian, including the 

Sketches of Chtirches. 

This Aflbciation was conftituted in the year I804, 
fee page 200. Oftober, 1^04, the churches defigna- 
ted to compose the Meherrin Aflbciation, afle moled 
by their representatives at gbenezer meeting house, 
Mecklenburg county, in a Convention, for the pur- 
pofcpf forming a Conftitution and rules of decorum. 
Twelve churches fent deputies. The cpnftitution 
which thejTformed, is fomewhat more energetic than 
is usually avowed by aflbciations. By one article, the 
alTQciation can withdraw from a church which is not 
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in orderly ftanding ; which is only a {oft word used- 
for exclude or excommunicate . FDr it uhqueftioii$bly 
amounts to the fame thing; as is plain from this 
circumstance: a* church thus ejected or withdrawn 
irom by the affociation, is not admitted to the com- 
munion of the remaining churches. All things then, 
fairly confidered, it cannot be prudently denied but 
that affociations ought to poffefs the power of infpeift- 
ing both the principles and prad:ices of churches 
within their* connexion.^ There is no better prodfof 
the neceflity of this power, than the pradlicc qf the 
aflbciations. Moft of whom, if not all, ha vie at times 
found it neceflary to refort to this mealure,;in otdter 
tp preferve uniformity. ' . . 

The next fcflion was at Bethel meeting houfe, in 
Mecklenburg county, in Auguft, 1805. At this 
meeting, they jagreed to adopt the abftrad: of princi- 
ples, fet forth by the Roanoke affociation, ibmc 
years before. This is, in fubftance, the fame as the 
Baptift confeflion of faith. To exhibit fomethirtg 
of this fort, as a fpecimen of their prmciples, is a 
proof of wisdom in a religious affembly. To wifli 
to give it the authority of holy writ, or to afcribe to 
it an j thing' like infallibility, is the abfurdeft folly 
land fuperftition. . 

This aflbciation Ms continued to xneet%nd tranf- 
a€l bufinefs in a prudent and judicious manner>' until 
the prefent time. Nothing of a general nature, not 
noticed elfe where, has been agitated, fince the laft 
mentioned feflion ; except that tHey have joined the 
General Meeting of Cprjrefpondence. We fliall now 
proceed to treat of the churches; beginning with 

' SANE^i^ CREEK. 

This is in the lower end of Charlotte, and is a- 
Baptift church of happy ftanding. They were taken 
off from the Meherrin, in the fall of 17B5. Rev. 
John Williams being^in their bounds, became a mem- 
ber axjd their paftor. Sk) he continued until his death. 
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in 1795. After this forrowful event, Sandy Creek 
was for a long tipae without any flated miniftry. 
But (to their praife be it faid) they kept up regular 
meetings, and preferved order and difcipline. At 
moft of their meetings, the que ftion which fee nied to 
occupy their attention, was: How ftiali we preferve 
true religion undefiled amongft 03? howlhall we ad- 
vance its intereft? It feemed to be the general 
opinion, that a faithful preacher would be the moft 
likely to cfted their object. . Accordingly, God di- 
redled their attention to elder William Richards, thea 
paftor of Blueftone, and who lived about twelve miles 
fromi their meeting houfe. On the 20th of Oc^ober^ 
1798, elder Richards accepted their call; and has 
been their ftated minifter ever fince. Under his care 
they have been a lively and thriving church. Spring, 
. 18d2, a work of grace commenced, and continued 
about eighteen months ;; during which time, about 
fixty perfons were received and baptized. Four 
preachers have heen raifed in this church, fince elder 
Richards had the care of them, viz. John Afliworth, 
who with feveral private members, moved to the 
, county of Franklin, and there became a feparate 
. church, under the name of Pig River ;. Mr. Aflv- 
worth, paftor : which church is a member of 
Strawberry Aflociation : Robert Poxtwood, who has 
also moved away; David M^Cargo, and George Pet- 
ty, who are now ordained preachers, refiding in the 
church. 

ALLEN'S CREEK. 

The gofpel was carried here, about 1770; and 
many perfons embraced the truth, ^under the preach- 
ing of Mr. John Williams. They were united and 
happy, until Mr. Williams, in 1790, moved away. 
Being left deftitute of minifterial inftrudtion, and 
having^ a confiderable number of black people in 
their fociety, of whom there were fome preachers 
of talents; they comi»enccd the adminifiration of 
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the ordinances, without ordination. They were per-* 
i'ecuted by one part of the commqnity, and protefted 
by others^ equally refpeftable. I'hey increafed ra- 
pidly ; {o that, in a few years, more than one hun- 
dred Blacks were baptized by then>. Thefe branch- 
ed out into different companies, or churches if they 
may be fo called. When Mr, Williams returned to 
the parts, he had no little difficulty in s.ettling thera 
into order. Many refufed to give qp their ind^^r 
pendent ftate ; but the moft orderly joined Mjr. Wil- 
liams: and he leaving it tp the choice of thofe who 
had been baptized by the Blacks, to be rebaptized or 
not, maft chofe to be rebaptized. Their affairs 
went on, not very well, until the year 1790, Mr. 
Vnliiam Creath, then a young and adrive ininistf r, 
recommenced the peachihg of the gofpel among the 
people of this vicinity. God owned his labour. A 
goodly number were baptized, and constituted into 
an independent church, 1791. Mr. Creath was una^ 
nimously chosen pastor. Which office he accepted 
and difcharged the duties of, for ten or twelve ye^rs ; 
when, moving out of the bounds, he refigned his 
charge. Since which they have had no regular paf- 
tor ; but at prefent are fupplied with stated preaching 
by Mr. Richard Dabbs, whose miniftrations havie 
been very fuccefsful. 

BLUESTONE. 

It feems that the gofpel was firft carried into the ^ 
neighbourhood of Blueftone, by William Murphy 
and Philip Mulkey, about 1756. Their labours 
were very fuccefsful 5 and 1758 or 1759> theywere 
fufficiently ntimerous to exercife the rights of a 
church. There^ were feveral white members, be- 
fides a large number of Blacks, belonging chiefly to 
the large eftate of Colonel Bird^ in that neighbour- 
hood Many of thefe poor flaves became bright 
and fhining chriftians. The breaking up of Bird's 
quarters, feathered thefe Blocks into various parts. 
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It did not rob them of their x-eligion. It is (aid, that 
through their labours in the different neighbourhoods 
into which they fell, many perfons were brought to 
the knowledge of the truth ; and fome of them per- 
fons of diftindlion. . The remains of this church 
continued in a dwindled flate, until the gofpel was 
preached in the neighbourhood of Meherrin. They^ 
then revived^ and others being added, and a preach- 
er, Mr. John Marflaall, being raifed up; they were 
conftituted, December, 1772. 

Blueftone was chiefly taken off from Meherrin; but 
is at prefent much larger and more flourishing than the 
mother church. When firft conftituted, elder John 
Marfhall was inftalled as paftor, but he leaving them 
about the year *86 or '87 they obtained the ftated at- 
tendance of Mr. John Williams, who fupplied them 
until 1794, when ^^^^^ Richards, their prefent paitor, 
moved from North Carolina into their bounds. He 
4iWas then chofen to go in and out before them, and 
has fo continued to this. day. Elder Richards, in his 
manufcripts furnifhed us, Itates that the cold and lan- 
guid ftate of this church was cause of great grief to 
his foul ; and that he often fought the Lord for a 
bieffing. Accordingly, in the year 1799 the heaven- 
ly work began, and continued for two or three years. 
More than 100 members v/ere baptized. Although 
iincj^ that time thevhave mourned under their lean- 
riess, yet, order and love have moftly prevailed; and 
not many of their new members have vilibly apofta- 
tized. 

Elder Richards, paftor of Blueftdne, was a na- 
tive of Effex county; and of genteel connexions. 
He profeffed religion, and was baptized when quite 
young. His relations being greatly oppofed to it, 
caufc^d.him many fevere trials at [first; but he finally 
removed their oppolition by his corred: deportment. 
When he firft commenced preacher, his gifts were 
rather unpromiting. By How degrees, however, he 
improved his talents; until he now ranks among 
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preachers of diilinftion. All forts of perfons, in his 
own parts, arc fond to attend his miniftry. For if 
there are fome persons who do not think him the 
beft of preachers; there are certainly none, but what 
admit.him to be the beft of men. He has ac5ted as 
moderator to the Meherrin Aflbciation, for feveral 
years; and fills the poft with great propriety* 

MALOAN's dr GENETO. 

This church was compoled of members partly 
frdm Nottoway and partly from Meherrin church. . 
Elder E. Baker was their firft paftor; who foon left 
theim, and travelled off, Theti elder King took the 
care* During his refideticc among them profjpcrity 
attended them ; but, to their great mortification,, he 
left them, and moved to Henry county. Elder Ba- . 
laam Izzel then preached for them ftatedly, untilKe 
moved. Since his departure, they have been blelTed 
with the ftated \niniftty of Rev. A^^illiam Greath. 
Nothing very remarkable has occurred among theni* 
Their prefent number is almoft the fame as when they 
were firft conftituted. ;^ 

WILSON'S. 

This church was planted by the labour of elder 
William Creath, while he was paftor of Allen s 
Creek. At firft they were fmall, but in 1802 God 
fent them a time of refreihing; when about forty .. 
were baptized. Since then, there have been deaths, i 

removals, and exclufions fufficient to counterbalance - 1 
their additions : fo tHt their number at prefent is on- ^ 

ly 54. Although they have not, for fome years, beea 
bleffed with a revival, yet under the care of their ac- 
tive and kboriow paftor, they enjoy peace, love, and 
good order. ^ 

Elder Creath is a man of ftrong mind, and deep 
Tefearch, in matters of divinity : and was his manner 
equal 10 his matter, he would be among the greatcfl: 
of preachers. He is thought by fome to be too fond 
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of polemic points; Co as to leilcn Iiis ufefulnefs';^ 
by exciting unneceflary pfejudiccs. One thing is 
certain; that in fubjefts ofdilpute, therein a time to 
fpeak and a time to be filent : and when we fpeak 
unfeafonably, and efpecially if It fhbuld be intemper- 
ately ctlfo; we damage the very caufe we prbfels to 
elpoufe. But with this, if this be fo; elder Creath 
is a very ufeful man. He feems willing, to fpend 
md be Ipent for the honour of his Mafter. 

MEHERRIN. 

As eiriy as' t.he year 1757 or 175?, jVTr. l)utton 
iLane^ a. preacher from Pittiylvania, preached occa- 
fibnally among the people of this neighbourhood. 
Some imprefllons were made; but the leading men 
in the neighbourhood opppfed. , Mr. Jofeph Willi- 
ams, a magiftrate, charged him before the whole 
congregation, hot to come there to preach again. 
Mr. Lane mildly replied, that, as there were many 
other places where he could preach without inter- 
ruption, he did not know that he fhould come there 
again fhortly. After wifliing peace to the reft of 
the company^ he gravely addreffed Mr Williams, 
ahd (aid, *^ Little, Sir, as you now think it, my im- 
preffion$ tell me, that you will become a J^aptift, a 
warm efpoufer of that caufe which you now perfe- 
cute.** This prediction came to pals. In about 
twelve yea^rs, Williams embraced religion, was bap- 
tized, ailfl became a zealous ii!e©t>er and ulefui 
deacon in the ch^irch that was afterwards formed at 
that place. / ^ 

In 1768, the gofpel was preached here by S. 
Harrifs' and Jeremiah Walker. The heavenly work 
was profpered from year to year, until a conli- 
derable number were baptized in this vicinity; all 
qf whom were cqnfidered as nierahers of'-^otta^ 
way church, at this time the only conftituted church 
within many miles^ Being confidered fulHciently 

D2 
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qualified, they were pronounced a Separate church, 
November 271!!, 177 U confiding of 108 memhers : 
feveral of whom, afterwards became able mlnif- 
tcrs of the gofpel, viz. John Williams, Elijah Ba- 
ker, John King, and James Shelburne. Of the 
two fijft of thefe, fee Biography. Of elder Joha 
King, fee the Hiftorical Account of Strawberry Af- 
fociatiori. Elder James Shelburne is ftill living la 
the neighbourhood of this church, and is fheir oc- 
cafional paftor. When they were firft organized as a 
church, they received their minifterial inftrudioii 
from Jeremiah Walker, who attended them ftatedly, 
and was then paftor of Nottoway. In December, ^ 
1772, J^hn Williams was ordained to the miniftry, 
and he became their paftor. The number of difci- 
pies increafed greatly j infomuch that as many as 
five or fix other churches were taken oflF from Me- 
herrin> and fornied into feparate churches; Meher- 
rin being the only Baptift church in the counties of 
Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, and Charlotte. From 
deaths, removals, &c. this large and profperous 
church is now reduced to 21 members: and, indeed, 
Ihe has been lower than fhe is at prefent; her 
profpedts being more aufpicious at this time (1808) 
than they have been for fome years. The four 
preachers, mentioned above, wiH always ftand as mo- | 

numents of honour to this their mother church. 
The Baptift caufe, has not probably been more ad- ' 
vanced by any four-jxreachers in Virginia^ f..^ . : \ 

KEEDir CREEK, ^v I 

In Lunenburg, was conftituted in June, 1775* \ 

Soon after their conftitution, they made choice of 
Mr. James Shelburne as their paftor. He has dis-. 
charged the duties of that office ttntil this timfe, being ' 

ftill a diligent and ufeful preacher of the gospel, 
though about 70 years of age. They have been fa- 
voured with feveral comfortable revivals of religion ; | 
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60 that although there have been frequent removals 
and deaths^ their number is ftill more than loo. 

They have four meeting houfes within their limits; 
at each of which there is ftated preaching once a 
month. The following account taken from the ve- 
nerable Mr. Shelburne himself, as well as from Mr. 
Richards who was prefent, is worthy of note. Mr. 
Shelburne is one of the moft religious men living. 
He feidom talks on any other fubjeft, It i? eafily 
cbnccived then, that whenever Zion languifbes, he 
feels his portion of facred ibrrow, pxprefled by the 
p^-ophet Jerennah, chap, gth, vpr. I ft, |t will alfo 
be ^dmitted|,that,of tbi? mourning, the churdi ta 
whom he ftood committed, in the fplenin ofiicc of 
paftor, woiild fhare her full portion. Such was the 
cafe for fevefal years. The ftatc of religion in elder 
Shelburne 's chjircl^ was truly lamentable. He felt 
itj and mourni^d. God heard his groans, and re- 
moved his compliaints. He is often pleafed, how- 
ever, to take Itfange ways^ (ftrange to jportals) to. 
cifefl: his purpofes. It was deeply imprefled upon 
dder Shelhurnc's mind, that if he would qiake a re-, 
ligipus feaft^ or in other word§^ if he would invite his 
neighbours generally, to come to his houfe, and there, 
for three or four days, entertain them with fuch as he 
had; and at the fanie time, employ every opportuni- 
ty in exhorting them tq repentance, 6c;c. that the 
Cord would thereby begin a goodly work. He tried 
it, and fucceeded. He firft appointed meeting at the 
meeting houfe, and from thence invited them, one 
and all, to his own house. Many went The time 
was occupied in the rhoft devout manner, f^nging, 
prayer, exhortation, and conyerfation were all in their 
proper feafon, attenjled to, The heavenly fliower 
defceridcd. The foul$ of m$ny were refrelhed , and 
from that time the work went on, to the converfion 
of great numbers. After this revival declined, and 
times again became unpleafant, Mr S. had the fame 
C^ercifcs, made the fame experiment^ and had the in- 
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dfifcribable joy to find, that tji? fame bleffed confc- 
quendcs enfued. Some fuperficial obfervers will fay, 
" indeed then> this old gentlemen could ftir up a revi- 
val as eafily as make a feaft/' No s far from it; He 
never attempted it, in any cafe, until urged to it, by 
the Spirit of grace deeply imprefling his mind. 'And 
when divine wjfdom points, out the way , it i& as c^fj? 
to accomplifh i^ revival, as it is to bend the knee pr 
open the lips. But all tljc. devifes of m^^h are oflit-^ 
tie ayiil^ unless th§ han| of God be fuppradded. . - 

CEDAR CREEK, 

Firft planted by the labours of Rev. Jeremiah 
Walker, was for jixany years under the care of Rev, 
Stephen Joiies, a pious, faithful, , and uf€;ful preacher 
of Gpd's word. 

' After having fought a good fight, Mr. Jones, finifh- 
cd his courfe, anno I806, aged about 63. His death 
was much regretted by all.claflcs of his acquaiutance* 
Juft before he died, he called hia family together, 
and prayed with them and for them, faying, ** it was 
the kft'time; as he fhould in a few hours pafs over 
Jordan.-' Since his death, the church has been defti- 
tute of a paftor. Jt is not fo flouriihing as it has 
been. ^ 

« •  . 

TUSSEKIAH 

t ^ 

e * • . 

Is ai;i ojd ahd pumerous church. Thomas Crymcs 
was chofen minifterat the time of conftitution, havr > 
ing been pre vioufly engaged in the miniftry among 
them. He was a faithful and diligent fcrvant of 
God. JBy faint and finner he was eftecmed a good 
man. His conftant and Unremitting Jabour m the 
miniftry, was fuppofed to have contributed to the 
difeafe of which he died, in the year 1789* He was 
willing to be spent in his Mafter's work: Oh i let 
me live the life and die th<; death of the righteous. 

After the def^h of Mr. Crynies, the church being 
deftitute of a preacher, r?ioIved' notwithftanding, to 
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keep up the monthly meetings, and when mt 
wait upon the Lord, to fee whether any won! 
divinely imprefled toexercife any public gift. I 
ing to each member to fing, pray, exhort, or pn 
as were his impreffions. In fome {hort time, W 
am Ellis, a man well reported of for piety and zeal, 
became a preacher. In May, 1790, he was called to 
the paftoral care J and has continued ever fince. Un- 
der his miniftration, the church; though not blelTed. 
with any important revival. Has had Irequent addi- 
tions; and is a profperous and happy church. 

FLAT ROCK 

, Is "a new church. They are ths effc-Ss of Mr. 
Shelburne's labours. From prefent proipeCls, they 
are likely to be a united and happy people. 

CUTBANKS. 

Nothing has been received respedling this church, 
except what may be learned from the table.  

HARPER'S. 

The gofpel was firll carried here in its purity and 
power, by elder Harrifs, Childs, and Walker ; great 
eiFetfls enfued. The hearts of many being wrought 
upon, produced a great reformation among the people. 
Finally, in ijj^* ^ church was conftituted. They 
were for fome time attended by Mr. Walker. After 
his downfall, they were detlitute, until 1787 llev. 
Peter Wynn was ordained to the care of them. They 
have never been a very numerous church, but hate 
had fome ufeful members. At prefent, however, 
through deaths, removals, &c. they are notfo flour- 
i£hing as they have been. Mr, Wynn is ftiil their 
pallor; a man that fears God, and works rightc- 
ousnefs, . ^  
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JAMES'S 

Is a young church i copccraing which^ nothing 
worthy of notice can be faid. They live in peace 
and love, one with another* 

REEDY €REEIC, 

Jn Brunfwiqk Couiitjf., 

This church, together with Fountain'is Ci'cek, 
Geneto, Cutbanks, and Harper's; were members oif 
the Portfmouth Aflbciation, until Meherrin Aflbcia- 
tion was conftituted. Hence, we niay account for 
the circumftance of there being two churches of the 
fame name in this aflbciation. 

Reedy Creek was planted by the minifteriil la- 
bours of Mr. Zachary Thomfon ; who continued to 
vifit them ftatedly, for fome time. After living 
many years without any regular paftor, they at 
length called and obtained the fervices of elder 
William Dofley ; who is a young man of talents, 
piety, and very amiable manners. He has hitherto 
refidtfd, when in the parts, at the houfe of Mr. Jos. 
Saunders, clerk of the MeherHn Aflbciation. *' Mr. 
Saunders,'* fays the history of the Kehiikee Aflbcia- 
tion, with other members of this church, ** is re- 
markable for virtue, piety, and ufefulnefs. He was 
alfo clerkof Pclrtsmpath. Since Mr. Dofley has had 
the care of them, the church has been looking up. 

' FOUNTAIN'^ CRE;EIC, 

Is a large church ; firft planted by the ministry of 
elder Zachariah Thomson. Mr. William Garner 
took the care of them at their organization, and has 
continued ever fince. They have had their ebbs and 
floods ; but have generally been a profperous church. 
In the year 1 8o2j^ the bright buds of mercy gather- 
ed; and they had a pleafant fliqwer/ A confidera- 
ble number was added. There is an arm of this 
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church in North Carolina j who affemblc at A'^afer's 
Meeting Houfc, Northampton county. 

ZION * 

Is alfo fome of the fruits of Mr. Creath's minis- 
try. Having been very lately conftituted, nothing 
more need be faid, than that, they are in peace and 
harmony among themfelves ; and bid fair to profper. 
Mr. Creath ftill attends them ilatedly. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Hiatorff of the Proceedings of the Boanoke JfsQcia- 
tmi^from her ConJiitiUion, until iSoj. 

It his beeri ilready fhown, page 195, that ftdafi- 
oke was ftricken off from the Middle Diftrift, ijx 
May 1788. Their firft feffiori was holden> in Octo- 
ber, 1788, afr Miller's fcrry^ Dan ^rivcr, W atkins's 
meeting heufe ; iii which, according to cuftom, they 
were chiefly employed in forming a conilitution or 
rules of government- This cohftitiition pofleffes 
more energy in fbme of its provifions, than will be 
found in the form of govei^nment, adopted by moft 
of the aflbciations. It has fto6d more than twenty 
years, and under it the a^ciation has profpered to 
an unufual extent ; as will be ften hereafter. By 
this conftitution, the aflbciation is made the medium 
to procure fuitable presbyteries in the ordination of 
preachers, and In the conftitution of churches ; and 
likewife to obtain feaibnable aid in all matters of 
diftrefs in churches. 

They met, for the fccond time, in May, 1809, at 
Crafly* Creek meeting houfe, in North Carolina.* 

Letters were received from twenty churches ; the 
ftate of whith is defcribed in the fbltewing extraft 
from the circular letter. ** Excepting a few in- 

*  *  

• After the feparatiou from the Middle Diftri^, tliey were joined bj' fercrsri 
churches ia North Carolina. 
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ilances, we had agreeable accounts, from tjie church* 
es, touching the advancement ot Eji^manuers inte- 
refV. And from foai© pirts, very much lo-" 

The buiinefs with which this seffion was occu- 
pied, difplays a noble and anterpri2;ing fpiritj; and 
proves, that if they QouJd have effedtd their inten- 
tions, they would have done much towards advan^ 
cing the rcfpedabiUty . of the Baptift fociety. But . 
alas! M'^hat are the moft noble views, without means 
to accomplifh them ! / . 

I'he. eredtion of Baptift feminaries of learning, and 
tile publication of a Hiftory of the Baptifts in Vir- 
ginia, were the fubjeds of the greateil importance 
to which they attended* For further information, 
f s to their proceedings on each, /ee the History of 
the General Committee, and other places. 

A copy of. the minutes of this aiTociation, ^ccorn* 
panied by a letter from Rev. John Williams, was 
itnt by him, tp.Mr. Rippon, Loijdoii; who piiblifh-^ 
cd extradfe therefrom, in his Ajmuil Regifter of the 
Baptifts. 

Udober, 1789, tlicymct again^ at Catawba meet- 
ing houfe, Halifax courity. Letters from twenty 
eight church^ were received. Their tidings were 
plcafing. 

About this time ^ Henry Pattillo, a Presbyterian 
preacher of diftin<flion, had preached feveral times 
in favour of infatit baptifm; iq which, he had de- 
graded the Baptifts in the moft fcurrilous manner. 
The Aflbciation, in order to rpbut his calumny, ^p- 1 

pointed John VVilUacas to;infwer him, on a certain 
day /which day, they determined fhpuld be a day of 
fafting and prayer* Accordingly,. Mr. Williams 
fulfilled the appointmait, to the general f^tlsfa<5iio1a 
of the Baptifts and their friendis; and to tijie annoy- 
ance of their enemies. A David aan flay a Goliath, 
when becomes to him in the name oF the Lord. of 



■'^\ 



• a ,, . «.'. 'r — • .'v-^" ,;v» ^ 



ftOANOKE ASSOCIATION. 235 

Their next fefllori was at Whitcoak mountain, 
Pittfylvania county, June, 2790. Letters from tliir- 
ty four churches Wiere received, affording no lingu- 
lar intelligence. ' The bpfinqfsof fhe Aflbciation was 
not intercfting. ' . 

0<aober,' 1790, they iftf* again^ at Picket's meet** 
ing haufe<i Letters were rciceived frona thirty. one 
churches. . 

At this aiTociation, fome debate arofe as to tl:ie au- 
thenticity of the chriftian f^bbath; but wa? at length 
unanimously determined in favour of its b^ing ob- 
ferved as a facred day, This fubjedt has been, not 
unfirequently, taken up among the Virginia Baptifts, 
both in public and private 5 ami the divine authority* 
of the fabbath day disputed by feme, Jn confe- 
quence of fuch debater, it has been thought that the 
fabbath has not been as religio^fly obferved, ia fome 

' places, as djity would feqiiirc^ ' 

' Aij abilraft of principle^, containing tw^qty arti- 
cles, was publiihed by thi§ aflbciatiqn. They are 
fubftantially the fame as fhe confession of faith. 

They met at pobfon's meieting houfe, Halifax, 
June, 1791. Letters were received from thirty four 
churches. They detail nothing/ Angular. It was 
determined, that in future, the District ifhould be di- 
videdinto two. 1 he one to be callec^ D^n Rirer Af- 
fociation, and the other to retain the name of Roan- 
oke. It is unneceiTary to detail the particulars of 
. this divifion, feeing aftpr two feffi<>ns they determin- 
ed to reunite. 

0<3:ober, I79f, the Roanoke Aifoclatioa rnet at 
Catavvba meeting hpufe, Halifax- 

April, i792i they met. at Allen's Creelv meeting 
hpuie, Pittfylyania* 

Odober, 1792, they met at Mill meeting houie, 
Pittfylvania. No bufinefs worthy of notice \vas 
tf anfacted al: thefe feffions. 

May, 4793, they met> at Grafly Creek meeting 
iioufe. North GargliiH. Letters were received froni 
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twenty fevcn churches; from which k appeafed, that 
the rtate of rcUgiori was Very adverfe indosd ; only 
twenty having been bapti^d froiii-the laft afiociation • 

October, 1793^ theymc^ at Hart's Chapel, North 
Garohna. Letters from thirty fix ctmixhes were re- 
ceived; detailing ninpleialant tidings, 5as to the Ipw 
ftate pf religion, 

The following query was introduced and infwer- 
ed, viz. Whether the excpmmu^iitation of a miniftcr 
does not taiakc bis predentiaJs nulLand ?6id ? 

Anlwered 1)1 thp affirpiative. 

This is a fubjept of general inhere ft • Many evils 
 haye^een produced, frofu expomraumcaled preachers 
availing themfelves of jtheir former credentials i yet, 
it is difficult to find a ^niedy. 

May, 1794, they met gt Blueftone meetirig houfe^ 
J^eckknburg. Lettiers from twenty fix churches: 
were receiv^ed ; fhe language of which is lamenta- 
tion. In all, forty fotir had been baptised. The 
total number in alfthe churches, was 3148. • 

GiSober^ I794> they met at Catawba meeting 
houfc, Halifax. Letters from thirty fix churches 
were received* They ftill lament their languid ftate* 

The only bufincfs tranfacted at this feflion worthy 
of notice, was the divifion of the DiftriOv The ftate 
line became the boundary between the two diftrids* 
The churches in North Carolina were conftitnted 
undpr the name of the Flat River Affociation. The 
Roanoke, appointed their next affociation to behold- 
en at Banifter meeting houfe, Pittfylvania cdunty, on 
the Saturday before the firft Sunday in May, 1795. 

Saturday, May 2d, 1795, they met at theappokit- 
ed place. Letters from twenty five churches were 
received : all of which bemoan the dark and gloomy* 
flate of religion cM3fiong them. The circitlar letter 
to the ehttrches, on this fubje<a:^ fpeaks in this wise : 
•^ We have read your letters^ which give ns the dole- 
fuj tidings of the declenfion of reli^on in this dif- 
trift ; anS aUb, how few there are addeii to the bfor- 
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KOANOKE ASSOCIATION, '^ 237 

ders of Zion. O brethren! what counfel fhall we - 
give you in this diftreffing fituation? We can only 
fay^ that the caufc^ muft exift among the profcfs- 
ors of religion. God has not changed.. It muil bo, 
therefore j certain that we have changed; and tliat 
our tfaJisgreffions have raifed a wall between^ God and 
' our fouls/' This letter wa$ compo fed by Samuel 
■Brame* The wiiole number of churches now re- 
maining in this diftri€t is thirty four* The whole 
number baptized in the correfponding churches, is 
eight only. The whole number in all the churches, 
is two thoufand and eighty five. , 

Odober, 1795> they met at Reedy Creek meeting 
houicj Halifax. 

May, ^jg6, tkcy m,et at Sandy Creek meeting 
houiei Charlotte, 

OAober, 1796, they met at Buffaloe meeting 
houfe, Mecklenburg. 

May, 1797, they nact at County Line meeting 
houfe, Pittfylvania. 

Gftobcr^ '797> ^y ^ct at Mufter field meeting 
houfe; Halifax. 

May, 1798, they met at Buffaloe meeting houfe, 
Halifax. 

Odober, 1798, they mpt at Emmerfon's meeting 
houfe, Pittfylvania, 

; May, 1799, they met at Millftone meeting houfe, 
Halifax. ^ 

0<3:ober, 1799, they met at Allen^s Cpeek meeting 
houfe, Mecklenburg. 

May, ihoq, they met at Arbour meeting houfe, 
Halifax. 

O^tdbw, 1800, they met at' Whitethorn meeting 
hosfe, Pittfylvania. 

May> jrSor, they naet Childiy meeting houfe, 
Halifax. 
If October, I80 1 , they met at Moffingfbrd meetijig 

houfe, CharlattB* . 

The bufincls done during this long wintry ftate, ^ 
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cicnt importance to command attefttion^ 
their mode of proceeding refpetting the 

of Zion. An induftrioiis and careful 
itches and feeds 'his flocks irt winter; 
1 from wolves and dogs, Ibelters tliem 

cherifhes ths weak, ftays the wanders- 
s the contagious, puts out the troubk- 
cc. and has them in fpring, ftrong a^d' 
ing forth and raife their youn^. So 
anoke Aflbciatioa towards the churches. 
• nouriiheth hcr childl-en, fo Ihe nonrv 
iple. Her conduct during this period, 
' lading remembrance. Frequent days 
1 of prayer, were appointed and bbferved 
:hiirches, to bewail their decknfion and 
1 revival. Every circular letter codtain- 
)rtation to the churches to fearch for the 
leavourto roufe up, from their lethargy. 
:y laid off two diftriifls, and "appointed 
rs,,and two laymen for each, to travel 

churches to examine their ftate and 
ftir them up to duty, and to enquire, if 
t fome accurfed thing in the camp, that 
owns of the Locd, upon the armies of 
s mcafure was faithfully executed; aad 

aflbciation, the churcli letters cxprefs 
ation of its beneficial effedls. In 1798, 
fentfrom one ofthe churches, propqfing 
ion of the minifters, as to the perforin- 
r duty; and more particularly, as to fa- 
3 ; fuggefting, that to fome negleft of 
night he afcribed their languid ftate. 
ation was agreed to; and each jfiiiyfter 
his, place and ' rehearfed his cxercifes. 

great contrition, acknowledged ^eir 

promifcd future diligence. It Was a 
>n. The proverb, *' Like pricft like 
ugh often ufed in ridicule, is a ferious 

fpirit of t\\t living cre^tqre is. ia the 



•N 



ROANOKli: ASSOCIATION, 2£9 

wheels. Seldom do we fee a^dull preacher, and a 
lively church, or, vice verfa. Therefore, for the 
moft part, to reform the miniftry, is to revive the 
church. The tninlfterial examinat*ion mentioned 
above^is faid to have made great changes. It opera- 
ted lijke Paul's epjftle to the delinquent Cwinthians, 
i They forrowed after a godly fort. It Wrought in 
.them great carefulness, &c. It was not a great 
while after this, viz. the middle of the year 1799, 
Jthat the dawning of one of the bright days of the 
3on of man appeared. The work, however, v/as 
conlfined to a few churches, until the beginning of 
the year 1802; when it became general. Fair and 
refrefhing gales are hot more welcome to fea-woni 
failors, than thefe breathings of the Ho!v Spirit 
were, to the precious fons of Zion in this aflbcia- 
tion» In fome churches, the numbers were more 
than doubled: in fome, more than two hundred 
were added.* In their circular letter^ xMay, 1802, 
they publifli an account of this work, and flate, that 
one thaufand three hundred and forty one had alrea-^ 
dy been baptized; and that the work was ftill going on. 
.The aflbciation ' for May, 1 802 j was holden at 
IJuffaloe meeting houfe> Mecklenburg. 

<J(5tober, 1802, they met at Rieve's meeting houfe^ 
Pittfylvania. 

Notwithflanding the blefled ftate of the gofpel 
in this diftrifl, at this time; they had a fevere trial, 
in the malcondudt of a certain James Tompkins ; 
and in the oppofition made to the prudent difcipline 
exercifed towards him, by a presbytery united to the 
churches of which he was a member and minifter. 
The presbytery confiHed of minifters appointed by 
the aiTociation, at the reqaed of the churches imme- 
diately intereded. • V/hera the presbytery met^ the 
Upper Oaniilcr and Stewart's Creek churches nnU 

* The churches In this aflbciation, are confined within much 
narrower limitS) than inalmoltdiny part of Virginia; fo that t\fo 
hundred was a very Urge number indeed, ail thinga conHdered. 
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ted, arid itith the presbytery formed a council to 
inveftigatc and decida oh Tompkins's condu<9:. On 
a fair and impartial trial, they pronounced him guilt/ 
of the Crimes ^Hedged againft him, and excluded 
him. Tompkins, however, denied the allegation ; 
and, being ja man of addrefs, formed a con&icrable 
party in his favour, in fome of the churches j. who 
.very incautbufly and prematurely, expreffed their 
difapprobation of the proceedings, in their ' corref* 
ponding letters to this feffion. To thefe churches 
the ailbciation lent committees to remoriftrate. ; The 
churches and individuals who had caufed the distrefs, 
conceded; and a report to that amount,^^ was macfe to 
the next aflbciation, ^ 

A committee was alfo appointed', at the reqtrcit of 
fome of the churches, to attend the churches to which 
Tompkins had been connedled, and to give him a 
further chance to exonerate himself from the char^ 
ges laid against him^ or of making fatisfadorycon-* 
ceffions. They met, and reinftated him, with par* 
tial conceflions on his part. Of his guilt, however, 
many who were well acquainted with the whole 
ground, entertamed very little doubt. In a little 
time after his^ reftoration, he profeiTed to hb convin- 
ced of the truth andpropriety of infant baptifm^ and 
aftually joined the Presbyterians. 

Mr. Tompkins did not live long in the enjoymem 
of his new principles. The fey the of time, that 
fweeps down, without diftindion, the^good and. the 
bad; brought him to the duft in a fhof t time* 

James Tompkins was a young manofconfiderabk 
talents; and ufttil fufpe<Sed of diforderly behaviour, . 
was very popular as a Bapti.ft preacher* It would 
feem, that his downfall was a fpecies of adverfily 
permitted of God, to be fet over againft the profpe- 
rity of the Baptifts in this affociation. It happened 
in the height of the revival. 

i4pril, 1803, they met at Ebcnezer meeting houfe, 
Campbell. Letters from twenty fcvea' churches 
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were received. As far as the ftate of religion can be 
conjedtured from the minutes, it appears that the 
revival, as it refbefts the converfion of iinncrs, was 
fomewhat on the decline ; the hafveft being nearly . 
over. But as it refpefts the fiate of the churches, 
it feemed that christians were in the lively excrcifc 
of vital piety; a number of young and promising 
labourers thrufl into the vineyard; feveral new 
churches conftituted; and, with very few exceptions, 
peace and love reigned throughout Zion^s borders, 

A minifter of confiderable talents, misled by am- 
bition, having about this time, fet up for a member 
of congrefs, created fome diftrefs among the breth- 
ren^ In confe^uence of which, the followting query 5. 
was offered to this aflbciation. ..7/ 

Query. Will the word of God tolerate a minifter 
of the gofpel in fuirig tor a polt of honour and profit 
in legiilation, and retain the privileges of his minifte- 
. rial office at the fame time. 

For reafons unknown, the aflbciation never an- 
: ' fwered the query* We will offer a few reriediions. 
For a real minifter of God's word, to become a can- 
didate for a political office, feems to us more abfurd, 
than for a man made prime minifter, to fue for the 
office of conftable. Doubtlefs, in the view of a found 
^ind, the difparity between the office of prime 
minifter and that of conftable, is not .fo great as be- 
tween a legitimate ftand in the pulpit, and a feat in 
congrefs. As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
fo are God's honours abave man's. 

October, 1803, they met at Meherrin meeting 
houfe, Lunenburg. Letters from thirty two church- 
es w;ere received. The ftate of religion was nearly 
as defcribed at the laft afTociation. No kfs than nine 
young preachers had been ordained from' the laft af- 
fociation ; as appears by the return of presbyteries. 
For fome feffions back, there had been fome in the 
• 'f ffociation, who advocated a divifion of the diftri<a. 

. F 2 
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On a fair trial now, it was found, that a large majo-' 
rity were decidedly oppofed to it. It was howeVef , 
agreed, that ^nycharches lying on the extremity 
might be difmiffed, for the purpofe of combining 
with others, appfttaining to jDthef allbciations, to form 
a new aflbciation* By thefe means, it fell out, that 
the aflbciations now called Meherrin and Appomat- 
tox were eftabliihed. A committee of feven able 
and experienced minifters were appointed on Satur- 
day, to examine the amendments made to the con* 
feffion of faith j who reported on Monday, that they 
were of opinion that *,^ the amendments and altera- 
tions are much for the better/' To whichthe aflb* 
ciaticfn:€0nfented . 
:? Ma^riHo4, they met at Bethel meeting houfe, 
^'^North Carolina.* Letters from thirty one churches 
were received. Religion feems to be not fo warm 
and profperous as at the laft aflbciation : yet there 
\yere feveral applications for the conftitutiori of new 
churches, and for the ordination of young mimfters. 
It was determined that a fummary of church difci- 
pline fhould ht formed for, (he advantage of the 
churches in their government, and then fent by the 
compofer to the churches, for infpeftion. This 
fummary was finally ratified by the aflfociation, and 
t\Vo hundred copies printed. This was certainly 4 
wise and prudent meafure ; calculated toprefcrve or* 
dtt ajid uniformity among the churches. 

Odtober, 1804^ they met at Stinking River meet- 
ing houfe, Pittsylvania. Letters from twenty eight 
cliurches were received. The ftate of religion near- 
ly as at laft feffion. Nq bufinefs worthy of notice 
was taken up in this aflbciation. 

May, 1805, they met at Catawba meeting hQufe, 
Halifax, iietters from thirty four chutches were 
received. And if any judgment can be formed from 

•' The meeting houfc U in North Carolina, but it belongs to 
Mayo church ; the larger part of ^vhich xs in Virginia. 
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t}xe ordination of minifters and the conftitution of 
churches J wc may venture to pronounce, that the* 
ftate of reUgion was by no means very adverfc in this 
diftrift, at tills time. The circular letter, however, 

« calls it afifting time. No other except local matters, 
commanded the attention of the aflbciation. 

Odober, 1 805, they met at Hunting Creek. Let-- 

V tens froiti thirty churches were received. The'Afto- 
ciation appointed the Saturday before the firil Sun- 
day in December, for humiliation/ failing, an^d pray- 
er, for an increafe of grace, and a revival of God's 
Work. ^ This practice is furely wprthy of imitation. 
In no aflbciation have the ippointments of 4^ days 
and fuek like means for the promotion of the prpfpe- . 
rity of Ziofi, beeii ofterter reforted to, than in Roan- 
oke Diftrid z And^ it may with fafety be faid, that 
within her limits, the Baptift eaufe has flourillied. 
more, than in any le<5lion or the ftate of Virginia; not 
to fay, of the United States. They prayed the Lord 
of the hafveft to fend forth labourers, and they were 
fcnc. They abound in preachers ^ fome of whom are 
able, and moft are ufeful. 

May, 1806, they met at County Line meeting 
,j houfe, Pittfylvania. Letters from twenty nine church- 
es were received. It was refblved, to adopt as a cir-' 
dular letter for this feffion, a letter of Mr. John Ncv/- 
ton, on the dodtrine of eled:ion arid final perfeverancci 
This is certainly an admirable compolitioii. But 

^ when we confider the prepofleiTion ^ of moft read- 
ers,, in favour of authors with whom they hay^ per- 
Ibnal acquaintance : when we confider the iriiprove- 
ment which thefe annual eompofitions might afford 
to fome of the fons of genius in the Aflbciation ; we 
ar^of opinion, that it is impolitic to borrow ; eijpe- 
cially from old and known writings, which, they 
could eafily get without printing. 

I Odtober, 1806, they met at Upper Banifter meet- 

ing houfc,. Pittfylvania. Letters from eighteen 
churches were received. Their ftyle i> that of com- 
plaint onaccount of the dead ttate of Zion. 
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It is ftated iri' the minuteis of this feflion, tha,t in 
le churches that compose the Roanoke Aflbciation, 
lere are twenty ^five ordained, md .five licenfcd mi^ 
fler^. There are in all twenty nine churches;: hav- 
g on an average more than one preacher for ieach 
mrch. In this feffion the following query was in- 
odiiced : Has ^ miniftm' of the gofpel any mpre 
3wer, in the government pf a church, thaa an indi- 
dual of the laity ? A nfwcred in the negative. This . 
jcifion, muft doubtlefs, carry the principles of free 
>ycrnqient beyond all fcripture example ; provided, 
rxniniilcrs of the gofpel, p^ftors of churches arcing 
nded; ; Nothing can be mo^e clcar^ tham that, 
irough'thie whole tenor of the new teftament, they 
e recognized as having authority of fpme sort, 
hey are cdled rulers; and are promifed a reward 
they rule well . They are called elders -, alluding, 
) doubt, to elders uiidcr the Mofaic economy} wbu 
rely had authority in the nation. Paul writes to 
e different churches in the language of authority^ 
id advifes Timothy and Titus as minifters, . whom 
* confiders as having power. It will then be ask- 
I, What kind of authority do* they poflefs ? To. 
hich it may be anfwered. They have a power fimi- 
r to thaf of fathers : the authority of love; Hence, 
icy are charged by Peter, npt to lord it, over* God's 
^ritage : not to feel and a&, as if they were lords 
id mafters. This fentiment, while it anbraces the 
ain tenor of the word, is by no mcan$ repugnant to 
publican church-government; feeing paftors are * 
lofen by the churches, and cannot, therefore, have 
ly kind of power until given by, them. They are, 
terefore, reprefentatives of the churches, exercifing. 
irious branches of power, in the name and for the 
jnefit of the church, and for the glory of God. If 
is were not the cafe, how could the pallor be rc-v 
onfible for the ftanding of the church ; as is evi- 
jnt, from the addrefles to the angels of the {Gvcn • 
lurches of Afia* 
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May;^ 1 807, they met *t Seneca meeting houfe, 
Campbell^ Letters from- twenty four churches were 
received. The accounts, a$ ufual of late years, re^ 
prefent the churches as in a wintry ft ate. Nothing 
except local matters, was attended to in this feffion* 

0(2ober, 1807, they met at Millftone meeting 
houfe> Halifax. Letter? from twenty i^ytn churches 
wefp received. No revival. The love of many wax- 
ingcold. 

. Coafiderable agitation of mind was excited atthis' 
feflioni in confequencc of a query, introduced from a 
church in the county of Charlotte : Whether it was 
a maxim, firmly cftabliflaed among the Baptifts, that 
**,humaa learning is ol no ufe." This query arofe 
out of an illiberal aflertion, contained in a letter from 
Mr. Rice^ a Presbyteriant preacher of Charlotte, to 
the chairman of the committee of miffions; and which 
was publifhed in the Aflembly's. Miflionary Maga- 
zine of May, I8O7. In which Mr. Rice declares, 
that, arriong the Baptifts of this neighbourhood, it is 
a maxim, very firmly eftabliftied, that human learn- 
is of no ufe. -The Aflbciation took up the bufinefs, 
and appointed a pommiftec of certain bmthren, to 
anfwer and explain the fubjeft. The anfwer, which 
was ftrong %ad energetic, compofed by Mr. Kerr^ 
was prihted. No reply, or attempt to eftablifb the 
aflertion, has been made by Mr. Rice, as yet. 

It will eaiily be difcov^red by a judicious reader, 
that the adminift ration of this affociatiqn has been, 
from the beginning, marked with prudence, modera- 
tion, zeal, and piety. And that to her wise ^nd 
watchfui meafurcs, under God, may be afcribedmuch 
of the great fuccefs, which has attended the Baptift 
caufe within her limits. Her minifters, though not 
blefled with claffic educations ; fecm well verfcjd in 
that wisdom which delcendeth from above. 

At their firft conftitution. Rev. Samuel Harrifs 
adted generally, as moderator. Since his relinquiih- 
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ment and death. Rev, Reuben Picket has commonly 
fiikd the moderator's chair*. Their firft clerk was 
Rev John VVilUaUis. , He was fucc^eded by Rev. 
John Atkinfon ; and fince his refignation. Rev. John 
Jenkins has adted as clerk* ''Thefe offices h^ve been 
tcmpartrity filfed by others/ but the above named 
were their ftated Servants. A number of excellent 
circular letters were found inth^ minutes bf this af- 
fociation. But our limits stfe becortiing too narrcHv^ 
to publifli the extt^Ots which wc at ;£rft ifttend^. 
And in particular, on^ annexed to the .minutes of ^ 
1801, compofed by Rev. James Hurt/being an ad^ 
drefs t0 young preachers, is fo well calculated to do 

,, good, that it is with real re^ftet we feel compeUed to 

^ omit it.* 
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* Would not a volume, made up of circular letters judicioufly 
feledled, be a pleafing and profitable publication at this time ? 
The coqEipiler would, gladly furnifli a friend difpofed to publifli 
fuch a volume, materials, to confiderable e?ttent now in his pof- 
fcffion, from which ihe fele<£tiqn might be made. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Hiflorical Sketches of the Churches in Hoanolce 

Affociat'mi. i 

CATAWBA. , I 

The people of this neighbourhood had the procla- <* j 
mation of peace made to them, {oon after thq^rife of ] 
the Baptifts in Virginia. Samuel Harrifs was the \ 
firft fuccefsful preacher. His plants were watered j 
by the fucceedinig labour? qf himfelf and others, un- 
til a church was conftituted^ and James Hill, a 
preacher, railed up ahaong them. He was induded 
as their firil paftpr j arjd continued for fome years. 
In 1777, elder Nathaniel Hall becarne paftbr, and 
continued faithfully to disfcharge the duties of his . 
office, until 1785; when believing ^limfelf to be 
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fupplanted by William Dotfon, a preacher of popu- 
lar talents, he moved to the flate of Georgia; wherife 
he lived and died a faithful minifter of God's \^ord. 
He, though a found preacher,^ was not a minifter of 
diftingoiflied abilities. 

Dotfon having infinuated hindfelf into the favou'r 
of the congregation, was chofcn as Mr* Hall's fcrc- 
ceiTor, Being of a reftlefs fpirit, after a few years 
he left them. In 179'?, they madie' choice of their 
prefent paftor ; who haa continued to ferve them 
fteadily t^n til this time. Catawba has been a flour-'^ 
ifliing church from the beginning. Th^ have ge- 
ne^rally had among them feveral private members of 
intelligence, piety» and prudence, that were rich in 
this world, and willing to communicate; hence they 
have fo frequently had the Aflbciation at their meeting 
houfe. 

Mr. Philip Hurt, their pastor, is a fenfible, found, 
and folemn preacher : a friend to difcipiine and or- 
der;, and has done inuch good in his da)^ and genera- 
tion. God has beftowed upon Mr. Hurt, one of 
the greateft of bleffings ever enjoyed by a pious fa- 
ther in this vale of tears. He has the happinefs to 
fee his own fon living, in the bounds, of his church, 
a pious chriftian,and an eminent minifter of the golpeU 

Robert Hurt was one of the firft fruits of the 
great reVival. * He commenced preacher foon after 
his convcrfion ; and rofe into notice, as a young man 
of amiable manners, pious life, and very promifing 
talents. Although he lives in the bounds of Cataw- 
ba, he ads as minifter for fbme of the neighbouring 
churches. 

BUFFALOE 

Was alfo the fruits of the venerable S. Harrif?. 
Thomas G41l>ert, a preacher of zeal and ufefulnefs, 
was their firft paftor. They had alfo the minifterial 
fervices of Nathaniel Hall, and Obadiah Echols, at 
diffei;^nt tiiipies; but we have not had infornjiatior ' * 
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fufficiently diftindl to be able to fay at wl^at periods 
thefe men ferverf them. , Their prefent paftor, elder 
Clarke Hubbard, is a warm, ztealous, and perfevering 

{)rcacher. Although his opportunities for acquiring 
iterary knowledge, were very finall, in his early life ; 
yet as foon as he was arreftea by divine grace, nc de- 
voted his mind to the improvement of his gifts; and 
his profiting appears to all who kAow him. BufTa- 
loe par,ticipated in the revival of 1802, and fevcnty 
Vfix were added. 

mayo; 

This is one of the largeft churches in Roanoke Afib- 
ciation -, yet has been much larger than it i^ at jprp- 
fent. From the beginning they have been a very 
i-efpediablp people. In 1790, they had one hundred 
and forty members* At fubfcquent periods, they 
increafed by fmall additions; but in 1802, they en- 
joyed the outpouring of the Spirit in large portions : 
one hundred and twenty were added; after which, 
the church had as many as' four hundred members : 
but, by frequent, removals, §cc. they are now, not 
(o numerous. 

They have had but one paflor ; and no other can 
they wifh, fo long as he is enabled by divine good* 
nefs to perform the duties of his office. 

Rev. Reuben Picket, their paftor, was barn in the 
year 1752, embraced true religion in the year 1769, 
and was baptized by Samuel Harrifs, in Orange coun- 
ty, not far from his place of rcfidence, a few months 
after his converfion. Although only about eighteen 
. years of age, his mind led him^ to appear in public^ 
in order to perfu^de tinners to repentance. Hearing 
of a great work of Ood, in Shenani^oah county, he 
could not be kept back; but went into the midft of 
it. There be commenced firft exhorter, and then 
f^preacher^ and foon became, very fuccefsful in indu- 
Tring hisi fellow men to turn to God. He and elder 
fuch^oaes traveled together: Koones preached in 
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DutcH> arid he 18 Englifh : tn^ny of each language, 
through their labodrs were initiated into divine fa- 
vour. Abotit this time, Mr. 8. Hairrifs coining on 
a preaching vifit through thoie parts, Mr. Picket 
I felt great defire to travel with him,- but knowing he 

was not rich^ and that hi« emb^rraflments would be 
great, unlefs he followed ibnc^c calling for a livelihood, 
he was very unhappy for fomfe length of time. 
Spreading his cafe, however, before his invifible in- 
ftrudtor^ this text came forcibly to his mind : ** Go 
ye, and preach my gofpel:" which was fucceeded 
by the promife : *' Lo, I am with you always." 
He immediately fbrfctok all earthly employment, 
I and travelled on with elder Harrifs towards the 

[ fouth, .expeftirig to go to an aflbciation iri South 

Carolina. He was however flopped by a fevere 
fpell of ficknefs, and left by his brethren in a 
ftrangd part of the world. His fufFerings both of 
IJnind and body were now extremely fevere. But 
it was only the refiner's fire purging ofF the drofs, 
and leaving Mr Pickety-like tried gold, tofhine with 
fevenfold fpleridour. After he was fully recovered 
.from his affii(3:iorts, he felt the fmiles of God in a 
more abundant manner than he had ever done. He 
then commenced his minifterial travels in North Ca- 
rolina and Virginia, difleminating evangelical feed in 
various parts. He wa« ftill only about 20 years of 
age: Young as he was, his talents were extenfively 
li^^ful. Many acknowledged him as the meflenger 
of peace to their fouls ; arid feveral churches were 
conftituted through the inftrumehtalitybf his labours. 
He at length, in 1772, was ordained and took the 
care of Reedy Bottom, a church raifed under his 
miniftry. The work afterwards- fpreading to Mayo 
Creek, a church was conftituted by the name Mayo i> 
and, foon, after. Reedy Bottom was dlflblved. Ta 
Mayo, Mr. Picket has been the conftant and faith- 
ful pafter from its conftitution until this day. Mrv 

G 2 



i. 



ii50 ., HlStOBV O^ Til? . 

Picket ftands in the higheft eftimation wherever he 
is known. Although old and very infirm, he is un- 
remitting in his labours^ and continues his miniftra- 
tions, not only to his own congregation, but often 
vifits neighbouring churches j especially in matters 
of diftrefs : For, as a difciplinarian, he is furpafled 
by none His 'talents are more diftinguijfhed for 
warm and fearching addrcfies to the heart, than for 
deep inveftigation. He has been, for many years^ 
the moderator of the aifociation; and doubtlefs fills 
the chair with as much dignity and propriety as any 
man in Virginia. When he fhali fall afleep, his 
furvivors will fay ** Mark the perfect man, and be- 
hold the upright; for the end of that man is peadc/* 
IVfayo ha$ alfo two other ordained preachers with- 
in her limits, viz, John Brookes and Abner Harrilafon . 

• WYNNES CREiEK. 

It does not appear that this was ever a thriving 
church. Her members have not for many years, 
if ever, exceeded what they are now. Planted b^ 
the labours of Obadiah fcchols, his downfall in all 
likelihood proVed a fhock to the church, not eafily re- 
covered. An inveterate diftrefs exifted in this church, 
for a long time ; which drew the attention of the 
AiTociation. There were feveral pi:csbyterian com- 
mittees fent, before they could efFeft a reipedy^ 
They did not participate in the great revival of 1802. 

Obadiah Echols, the planter and the firft paflor 
of this church, was, for many of the firft years of his 
miniftry, the moft; indefatigable, laborious preacher 
any where in thefe parts : and being a minifter of 
flponfiderable talents,, ne advanced the caufe of religion 
to very great extent. But, alas ! being a man of im- 
petuous paffions, and not keeping them under propec 
reftraint, he fell into grofs immorality. The mif*. 
chief arifing from hi« fall,. was commenfurate with 
the good which fprung from his former labours. 
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Not long before his death, he profefled repentance f 
and was reinftated. 

HUNTING CREEK 

» 

Was planted by the labours of Rev. Thomas Dob* 
fon: and he has continued, from firft to laft, their 
paftor. Their courfe has been as fmooth and regu* 
lar as moft churches They began with eight mem- 
hers J arid now have X^^n times that number. 

Elder Dobfon, their paftor, h now a/i old man. 
He was a native of ii flex county, but moved to Ha- 
lifa^t when young. He embraqied religion in his 
youthful days ; and foon lifted up his voice to invite 
wanderers into the right way. He has travelled lit- 
tle J but in his fmall vineyard he has willingly wgrlc* 
ed : and will, ere long, find his reward, according to 
the deeds done in the body. He is efteemed by his 
neighbours of every defcriptipn, whether faint or fin- 
ner, a man of gravity, fincerity, and ufefijlnefs. 

MUSTERFIELD. 

This has always been a fmall church: yet under 
the care of their faithful paftor, they have enjoyed 
love and peace. Elder Leonard Baker, who has 
been the paftor of this church ever fincc they had 
any, is the brother of Elijah Baker^ who was fo dif- 
tinguiihed in planting churcJies in the early rife of the 
Baptifts, He frequently travelled with his brother; 
and aided him in many of his ufeful labours ; efpecial- 
ly on the Eaftcrn Shore. Yot many years, elder Ba- 
ker has confined his labours chiefly to his own vipi- 
nity. By thofe who have a right to know him> be 
'is valued as a man of fincere piety, and ^ rainifter of 
genuine worth. Mufterfield did not parta,ke of the 
great revival^ 

CHILDRY 

Has been a church of no (mail profpqrity. She 
^d not arifcn, however, to fo difiin^uuhea a itate. 
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until the revival in 1801 and i8oa. In that work, 
from firft to laft, about one hundred were ^dded to 
Childry • They Jiave now no regular paftor ; but are 
blcfled with the ftated fer vices of elder Jenkins, 

MILLSTONE 

Was planted by William Dotfon, who alfp afTunir 
ed the paftoral care^ at their conftitution* Dotfon 
was a man of ardent zeal, fome talents, and but littkr 
prudence. Although he did good, k^ did it ixx fuch 
a way, that it was often evil fpoken of. 

Their next paftor, Samuel Braine, .was probably- 
one of the moft amiable, precious young men that 
ever afcended the pulpit. He was a native of Caro- 
line, (fee Reed's i^hurch, page 1^8,) and embraced 
religion when very young, under the miniilry of the 
celebrated Mr. Ldand. He married in Halifax, and 
moved into the bounds of Millftone church. He was 
a great preacher ; and bade fair ftill to be much great -»'^ 
er: biit for reafons unknown to man, his Maker call- 
ed him to himfelf, when quite young. How un- 
feiarchable arc the way? of Ood ! He was brother to 
William Brame, mentioned in oqr Recount pf th<5 
ghurch in the city of Richmond, 

ARBOUR 

Was taken off from a church called Miller's ferry, 
William Dotfon took the care, at her firft conftitu- 
tion ; but in a veiy fliort time John Atlcinfon was or- 
dained, and then chof(bn paftor. He has continued 
to difcharge the duties of that office ever fince. They 
have had feveral revivals of religion; the moft re-, 
markable of which was in i8oi ; and which lafted 
about two years. Upwards of phe hundred and fif- 
ty were baptized ; by which, the church was fwelled 
to a larger number than idac ever h'^d previoufly. 
Two churches. Liberty and Miry Creek, were taken 
off from this church, fince the revival, by which' her 
.cumbers are -coiiliderably leflened. Arbour chtircJl| 
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has Mver had lefs than two preachers within her 
borders ; and fome of them men of the m >ft confoi- 
cuous tale^its. Charles Lovelace and W lliam Dof- 
fey were raifed in this church. At prefent, befides 
their paftor, John Kerr, a preacher of celebrity, rc- 
fides among them. 

Elder John.Atkinfdn, who has been their paftor 
about twenty five years, is a preacher of popular and 
very ttfeful talents. He travels far and near, and has 
been the inftrument in God's hand of turtiing many 
to righteoufnefs. He is a leading man in the Affoci- 
atipn; and for many yekrs afted as clerk. 
. Elder John Kerr is a native of North Carolina;^ 
aod a:t about nineteen or twenty years of age, believed 
an4 was baptia^ed. It was not long after his bstptifm, 
be6)fe he commenced public fpeaking. He foon 
€ommand^4 attention. His fpeech and his preach-r 
in^ was in demon ftration of the Spirit and of power. 
He ihortly began to travel, and where^r he went he 
was highly acceptabkt His labours were blefied. 
Matrying within the limits of Arbour Church, he 
became a permanent refident. Although he is a 
member here, he preaches ftatedly for a church at 
fomc diftance from him. If Mr. Kerr's attention 
&ould not be divided by attempting plans irrelevant 
to Jhis miniftry j he will probably live and die one of 
the. brighteft lights of the prefent age> and receive in 
heaven a cojrrefpondent crown* 

POLECAT 

- * V 

Is a imall and rather declining church, attended at 
prefent, by elder Atkinfon. A few were added in 
the revival of 1 8o2, 

MIRY CREEK end LIBERTY 

^ Are two churches taken oiFfrotn Arbour, foon af- 
ter the great revival. We are not informed of any 
thing remarkable among them. 

Elder Charles Lovelace, paftor of the former, is 
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fpoken of by his gcc^uaintances as a good man and 
uijpful preacher. ' 

DAN RIVER 3nd US CORNER, 

*. 

Are churches not diftinguifhed for any thing re* 
markable. They have no regtilar paftolrs, but have 
the ftated attendance of neighbour iiig piiniftcrs mciX'* 
tioned in their proper places. 

Dan River enjoyed a portion of the refreijjing Ihpww 
ers of i8o2. . / 

MOSSINGFORD, 

We will extract from the manufcript* of Mr^ WiU 
liams, the father of this church, the chief of what 
we (hall fay refpeding it ^*They were an arm,'' 
fays he, ** of Sandy Creek church until 1^5, but 
being too remote to attend regularly, they were con- 
ftituted in December, i8o5, with eleven taembers. 
They profpered from the beginning ; and really ex^ 
eel in harmony and unioil of the Spirit : and although 
they are fituated fo as to mingfe continually with 
Presbyterian^ and Methodifts; a numberof whorii is 
in thefe parts : yet, to the praife of each be it fpoken, 
thai, notwithftanding the diverfity of fentiments 
touching externals with the former, and externals 
and internals with the latter; no rancour nor root of 
bitternefs ittm^ to be encouraged by either party, 
but a friendly intercourfe maintained, by mingling in 
focial and private worfliip* It is no ftrange thing, - 
to fee a Presbyterian and a Baptift preacher in the 
fame pulpit, each in their turn, addreiiihg the con- 
gregation. This union and fociality, carried as far 
as confcienc© will admit/is an orjiament to religion.'* 
Thefe are the words of elder Williams y and his ac- 
tions fquared with the principles here profeiTed. He 
was anian of catholic temper, 

* Many of our hiftorical relations of tfe^ /:hurche8 on the fouth 
of James river,. are. extrafied from irjattufpripts written by Mr. 
Williams, aided by Mr. Afplund; and which were taken for tbe 
purpofe of publifliing a Hiftory of the Baptiftg || Virginia, 
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Moflingford fuftained a greal lofs in the d^ath of 
Mr. Williams, After fome years, however, they ob- 
tained the paftoral ferviccs of Rev. Richard Dabbs> 
whofe miniftry among them has received oiany lleals,- 

• BUFFALOE. 

Thi^ church lies in Mecklenburg, and may be' 
faid to be a church of happy ftanding. They enjoy- 
ed, at different times, the paftoral labours of James 
Keed in his laft years, of Henry Lefter, of James 
Watkins, and now of Balaam Izzel a man of God 
and a faithful fervant of his people. Buitaloe was 
one of the favoured places in thg time of the great 
revival* Ninety were added. 

SENECA 

•. Is a young and thriving church, under the minif- 
terial care of Nathaniel Lovelace, a young and pro- 
mifing preacher. 

MILL CHURCH. 

This church was planted by the labours of Rev. 
John Creel, a Regular, Baptift preacher, who about 
1765, moved from Fauquier into thele parts. In 
1770, the church was conftituted according to the 
inode of the Regular Baptifts, under the name of Birch 
Ipreeki and on the feme year, joined the Ketodlon 
AiTociation. They continued to fend delegates to 
that aflbciation, until 1773; when finding it incon- 
venient to attend at fo great a diftance, and the pre- 
^dice between Regular and Separate, wearing away, 
they were difmiflcd, and joined the Separates, The 
names Mill and Birch creek, appear to have been 
often confounded in the minutes of the Aflbciation. 
They had additions to the amount of one hundred, 
in thfe revival of i8o2, 

John Creel, their firf!: paftor and planter of the 
church, was a moft amiable man, and a very fuccefT- 
ful preacher. His tiients thougi not confpicuous. 
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were fblid, and beifig well occupied, with his five, he 
' gained other five. He was univefially beloved by 
all defer iptions of people. At about 52 years bf age, 
while affifting in raifing a houfe,' he was Accidental- 
ly killed, by the fall of a logi Time and chance h1^^ 
. feneth to alt men: 

UPi^feR Canister: 

Irhis church has been much more nuiriferoiis than 
at prefent.* - 

' William Blair^ theif- prefent paftor, is a preacher 
that holds faft the faithful word, as he has been 
taughti He has already done miich good, and be- 
ing in the vigour of life> bids fair to do much morej 

COtrNTYLINE. 

This- is an old chqi'ch, and once a Very flotirifhing 
otic. Rev. Samiiel Harrifs was their firft pailor. 
Although fhe is reprefentfed in the table^ as having 
commenced her church-ftate in 1771, which is fub- 
ftantially correift ; yet the name is not to be found in 
any of the aflociation rliiiiutes for many yn^ars after 
that time. Falls Creek appears to have been her 
original name i and which Was probably changed by 
the conftitution of new churches. She is the off- 
spring of old Dan river church, now dilTolved ; and 
is, herfelf, the mother of many others. EacKofhcr 
paftors are mentioned elfpwhere. 

RICH CREEK and UNION ' \ 

Were the offspring and care of the pious and faith*- 
ful Richard Elliott j who lived rcfpeSed and died 
lamented. He was fucceeded in the care of Union, 
by James Tompkins, mentioned page 240. After 
Tompkins's dereliction; they were happy enough to 



• Churches ufed fo often to change their names, that it is noT^ really difficult 
tQ identity an old church. In the minutes of the general Aflbciation for 1774* 
the church called Banilter %va8 the largeft in Virginia having two hundred men»» 
hers, it \ifas the only one of that name. 
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pfociire the paftoral labours of Eld^r Pa^id Nowjen. , 
JBirch Creek was^ partaker ip a fmalldegree^ of th«^ 
revival of 1 802* thirty were added. 

BENNETT 'Si 

'11* ' » - , « 

This church was the fruit of elder Jaities R^lhny'fi . 
miiiiftry, who alfo Was their firft piftor. Elder Grif- 
iith Dickcrfon fuccfeeded. Mr> Kenney* and Mr. Jen- 
kinis fucceeded Mr: Dickerfon, , The two laft were 
not regular piftors ; but attended them as fupplies,. . 

Rev. Jamds Kenney, their fifstpaftor, was a Me* 
thbdift preacher, previous to hij being baptized* 
When he firft joirtcd the Baptifts, he retained fome 
tindture of Arminianifm. This created fome obfta- 
cles in his ordioation, as a Baptift preacher. He, 
however^ was ordained 5 and continued many years 
as paftori The queftion^ whether an Arminian 
preacher ought tp be ordained^ was agitated here, 
with fome warmth : and not only here, but in many 
other places* It is certainly a queftion of no fmall 
difiicultyi The doubt, we conceive^ is not^ Whether 
it is lawful, but, whether it is expedients Tode-, 
cide queftiohs of expediency, mu9h regard ought to 
be paid to circumftances. Exactly the fame decifion 
might not be proper in different places. Paul cir- 
cumcifed Timothy at Lyftra^ but would not qir-, 
cumcife Titus at Jcrufalem. 

WHITETHORN. 

Of this church, we have no information of any 
thing very remarkable* 

Elder Mathew Bates, their father and firft paftor, 
was an amiable and eminent minifter of God's word. 
The few years, in which God permitted him to work: 
in his vineyard, were well employed. He died at an 
early period of life, lamented, just as far as he was 
known. 

Willis Hopwoad, their prefent paftor, is a youn^ 

H3 
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CHAPTER XXIL 



Ilistory of the Strawherry Afsqciatiqn, including th^ 

Sketches of Churches. 

It appears from the moft authentic documents, ih^t 
this aflbciation was conftituted previous to the diflb- 
lution of the General Aflbciation, and about the year 
1776. For at a meeting of a General Aflbciation, in 
the year I78?; as appears from thie minutes j; the 
Strawberry AflTociation correfponded. The entry is 
made ia the following words, viz, ** Rpbert Stock- 
ton, a meflenger from the Strawberry Aflbciation 
with a letter, was admitted to his feat/' 4ft nd again, 
towards the clofe x)f the minutes, is the following en- 
try ; ^^ The clerk is direfted to write a letter to the 
Strawberry Aflbciation, in anfwer to theirs; with a 
copy of our proceedings." 

The firft labourers in the miniftry, in this difl:ri(S, 
appear to have been the two Murphies, viz. William 
and Jofeph, Samuel Harrifs, and Uutton Lane„ Soon 
after the rife of the Baptiflis in thefe parts, there were 
feveral preachers called to the work. The moft dif- 
tinguiflied, and the moft ufeful of whom, was Ro- 
bert Stockton. Through the indefatigable labours 
of him and others, the caufe of religion flouriflied to 
a confiderable extent. The churches from the bounds 
of this aflbciation met in the General Aflbciation, un- 
til the divifion in 1776^ after which, they probably 
continued as an. independent aflbciation ; and corref- 
ponded with the General Aflbciation only by meflTen- 
gers fent from the Aflbciation. 

When this diftrid iirft became independent, it 
muft have had very few churches. For in 1787, 
there were only eleven churches, and ten ordained 
preachers. From ^787 to J793, the increafe both 
of churches and preachers, was very great. For, af- 
ter ftriking off New River diftrict, there reniain^d 
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fixteen ordained minifters in Strawberry. In 1798, 
after Mayo was taken off, there remained twelve 
churches and eight ordained preachers. In 1808, 
they had twenty four churches and fixteen ordained 
preachers. From which it appears they juft doubled 
their number both of pres^chers j^nd dJiutohfcs in ttn 
years.' 

While Mr. Stockton was among ihem^ fee gene- 
rally adted as moderator. Of late years, that office 
fails fometinies to ont and fometirftes to anether* 
Richard Stockton k at prefent their fttnding clerk. 

This aHbciation when firft conftituted, included ajl 
the churches in Virginia on the fputh fide of James 
river and above (hfe upper Unp of Roanoke (then 
Middle Diftrid:), When New River was taken off, 
it was agreed that the Blue ?idge iho\ald be the divi- 
fiing line between that md Strawberry, When Mayo 
was taken off, it was agreed that die boundary be- 
tween that and Strawberry, Ihpuld be as follow, viz. 
^^ Beginning at elder Stephen's churdi, leaving it ofi 
the fouth fide 3 thence to Sfnith*s river at the mouth 
of Beaver creek 5 ^hence up |hc faid river to the Tar- 
rarat mountain/* They have not printed their mi- 
nutes of late years. Thjs circumiboce ad^ed to 
feme other caulesi prevented pur obtaining a^ full doh 
cuirtents as was neceflary in order to give as perfect a 
relation of her proceedings/ as of pther a^ciatio^s. 
The proceedings of the Alfociation, however, as far 
as we can learn, have been regulaf an<i peaceable. We 
muft now proceed to thp sketcl^es pf ohurcbes j begin- 
ning with . 

GOOSie CREEK. 

The great revival in the churches of Roanoke Af- 
fpciation, in 1 8o2> fprea^ into Strawberry ; and con- 
tinued four or five years. Goofe Creek fliared large- 
ly in the divine blefling* It commenced among them 
in iSoZi and continued about two years; in which 
time, abbut one hundred were added to the church* 
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Their number, however, was leffened by the corifti- 
tution of Beaver Dam, in 1804. Two young preach- 
ers were raifed in the revival, viz* William Left\*^ich,' 
their prefent paftor,* and Jofhua Burnet: both of* 
whom have been fince ordained • 

OTTER 

is a church of refpeftable ftanding. In 4 804, a 
great revival arofe in this church, and continued 
about two years. Many were baptized, and a new 
church eonftituted from them called Burton's Creeks 
Elder John Anthony has been the paftor of this 
bhurch for many years. Although he has done much, 
he is not yet weary in well doing. He does hot 
travel extenfively, but is defirous to keep his ov/n 
.vineyard well dreffed. 

LITTLE OTTER. 

The revival feems to have been more extenfivq 
here, than in any church. The wundows of heaven 
were opened, towards the clofe of the year I8OI; 
abundant fhowersof refrefliing rain were poured forth 
upon them during the years 1802 and 1803. As 
many as two hundred and twenty five perfons were 
baptized; three preachers thruft into the harveft, vizr. 
John Carter, William Moorman, and James H. L. 
Moorman ; and two new churches conftituted, viz. 
Timber Ridge, and Suck Spring. The members of 
Little Otter live in and about the town "called Li- 
berty. ^ 

NORTH FORK OF OTTER. 

No informatian has been received refpedting this 
church, except what may be fecn in the table. 

* Ift treating of churches^ it is very deSrable to exhibit (hort 
chai;acleristic8 of their ministers ; and, indeed, of distinguiftitd 
private members; bat our information of this affociation is fo 
contra<9ed, that there are few ministers of whom we can fay any^ * 
thing. 
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STAUiSITON. 

This church, though how finally participated in 
the revivah Elder Jonn Black and elder John Jen- 
kins were chief agents in the work. 

BEAVER DANi, SUCK SPRINQ^ AND 

tlMBER RIDGE, 

Are all new churelaes, cdnftituted fince the reyi^ 
Vival, and all mentioned in treating of the mother 
churches. 

Dlt^FlCtJLt CREEK 

Is a fmall church, of which we know nothing 
more than what may be feen in the table. - 

BUFFALOE 

is the only Saptifl; church in itockbfidge. A part 
of her members formerly lived in Bottetourt. In 
1803, God lifted up the light of his countenance 
upon them ; and continued ta be gracious, in adding 
to them fuch as ihould be faved^ for about two years 
and a half; until about feventy five were bapti^ed^ 
Rock Spring and Mill Creek were taken off from 
Buffaloe/ A good preacher is one of the beft gifts of 
heaven to a pious people; but if he unfortunately 
forgets his facred chara<Ser, and neglects to keep his 
body under, and thereby becomes a caftaway; the 
affliiftion is^then more than commenfurate with the 
former bleffing. Buffaloe found it neceffary to ex^ 
elude her once ufeful minifter, 

ROCK SPRING and MILL CREEK . 

Were conftituted from Buffaloe, and were attended 
ftatedly by her paftor, and *who was alfo, in a degree, 
father to thefe churches^ His backfliding of courfe 
was very afflicting to them. Their profpedls are not 
promifing. 
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GILL'S 

This church vrisf alfo reviv%d^ iii i $03, under the 
lainiftry of elder WUfoa Turner i A. ctiifnfiderablc 
number wttt addcd^ The church called Bbck Wa< 
ter was a daughter ©f Gill's Greek,: • * 

PId RIVER AND 8NOW CREBE 

Is a church ef good ikndi»g> Uttnded by eld^r Joha 
Aihw0rth*The reader will recolle^l that in our account 
of Sandy Creek church, Meherrin jAflbciatiori, vft 
mentioned that John Alhwprth^ a preacher, movedi 
with a party from Sandy Creek into Franklin county^ 
and there formed a new churchy cemp'ofed chiefly of 
thofe that had mev'ed wiidi him. Mr. A^hwortl^ has 
continued to be a fteatdy and u(eiy mii^ifler* 

OHAPEL, BETHEL, BLACK WATEH^ 

and PIGRIVJER. 

',••■. J, ' . 

6t diefe fouf churches ^e know nothing mote 
than can be found in tUb table, and in what is Md 
of them in treating of other churchds. 

SNOW CREEK 

. Has now rio refident pajftor^ but was for* miny 
years under the paftoral care of eldi^r Robert Stock- 
ti9n now refiding in Kentucky^ 
« Mr n Stockton is a lutive of Albem&rle coan^, and 
was borii Decexriber lath^ ^743^ H^ became reli« 
gioufly impreiTcd whik ist young man; and had join- 
ed the eouimunioh of the Prefi>yteriaj% among 
whdm^ however, he was brought up i but Afterwards 
forminpt an acquaintance with fome of the Ba|)tift 
preachers^ he was convinced M the impropriety o£ 
infant baptifm^ and was baptized by Kev# Samuel 
Harrifs, anno 1771. Aljer his baptifo, lie qufckly 
commenced prejichef • His labours were bleffed ;. and 
many churches either diredlly^ ot Mife^lji »^f^ 

12- 



through hl^ inftmrttentaKty. In his communications 
to the editor, be ttatcs that he was at the conftitution 
of elcveii churches in the Strawberry Aitbcktion. 
Although his ufefulnefs was h ob'viotis in this coiin^ 
fry> arid althotigb he Wa^ among- the riehcft men ill 
thofe parts, his mind was hot at reft. From feme 
caufe^ not known to the apmpiler, he aioved to Ken- 
tucky, and fettled Within the limits of Green River 
Afibciation. ^o leave a jWdple, among whom his 
miniftry had been matiiffeflly and exterifively owned 
of God, i^ a hazardous thing for a {preacher ttf the 
goipel; and ought never to hedbiie«pon flight or 
trivial grounds tft for the iakeof Worldly etholvhx^nt, 
norwitnout strbhg marks tof the divine tfppr^fifeitidli* 
Mr. -St<K:Mon had always an inctilia*ion to travel ; 
and perha]^ ho fnan ever triaveJlfed to greater advtis-^ 
tage. Foi? pofleffing an invincife^l'e boldnef*^ it -was 
quite unimportant tb him what kindof houfe he went 
to, whether faint or ifinrifer, friend or oppdfer. He 
liever foiled. Wherever hfe went, to m*er largely Into 
religibus corivcrfatidn i aiid 1ft vifig great coimdiaaid rtf 
his temper, and great prefenceofmiildj be dften mad© 
religious imprcjQSon% upon minds.pf ©vioufly fwallow- 
ed up by prejudice i It was alfo an Invariable rule 
with him, to propdfe, and if permitted,, to perfoi^ni 
family worfhip. In doing this^, he would often ex- 
hort a half hour or more/ rD tlife femily. It is very 
^ntertaimng to hear Mr. Stoekton relate tfhe various 
-.advenftires df his life respedting things of this fort. 
His talentSi as a preadieri are hatdly up toaiedi- 
i^Hty ; a|id ik) i*an thinks kfie^^ 
Bui his talent lot e^hoi^tafidn is very eonfitlenrble. 
'the way, by the bye, that he has d6»e lb much good, 
has 'ti<^t beeh throOfgh his great err latmerous talcijef, 
but by oecufaySiig 'ftKjh as he h^ in an induflribus 
imiihtr. If his l^^kesW^e not very heavy, he gave 
tlie more of them : if tlie ir#n Was dttll, he put to; 
mor^ikeflgth. • 
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SMITH'? RtJN and JACK'? CRE-EK. 
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Very Jittle^ unnoticed ip the table, has reached a§, 
refpedtirjg thefe churches* 

Jofeph Pedigpt the paftor of Smith's Run, as far as 
we can hear, is a man of weight in. religious mat- 
ters, in thofe parts. ]tic fpmctiniejs ads as modcra,* 
tor of the aflbciation. 

. * X^EATHERWOOD 

Was. formerly uncjer the care of Robert Stacktoftf 
but now of John JCing. 

Elder King bias been already mentioned in treating 

. of Meherrin churclj jbj Meherrm AiTociation. Few 

men open thefj mouths^ in the pulpit, inoce to the 

purpofe than Mr. Kk^g* His l^giiage is ftrong 

a^d nervous, his ideas clear and perfpicuous, his 

{mnoer warm and animatingi and his countenance 

g^ave and fojemn, Thoi^gh mbdeft and unaffuming 

out of the pulpit, when he afcends the facred Hand, 

!he fyt^ks as one having authority ; he lifts up hiis 

voice and commands all mtn to repent. His life has 

beetia^ hpnoux to his Mafter's caufe; and >vheo he 

-has ccafed to fuffer here, doubtlefs his dearth, will h^ 

glorious. 

BEAVER CREEK and BURTON CJtEEK, 

Of tl^efe churches -wc have no information not >I- 
XfBdy detailed. 
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eHAPTER KXIII. 

History of tjic New River J/stOciatioyi^ including the 

'Sketches of Clmrclies. 

This Aflbciatlon wds taken oifFfrom the Strawber- 
ry, and formed into a feparate aflbciation in 1793. 
They met, for the firft $ime> in Oftober, 1794, and 
prgahized themfelves. Their number of churches 
4t fiirft was only fevcn or eight. The dividing line 
between this and the Strawberry, is the Blue ridge. 
It may be, feen by the table, in what part of the ffate 
the diftridt lies . The bufinefs of the A iibciation has 
been conduced in prudence, peace, and harmony. It 
appears that the BaptiO: intereft pievails more than 
tnat of any other religious fociety. There being on- 
ly two pr three ft-csbyterian congregations in the 
diftrift, and but few Methodift elafle«^. Between 
thef^ and tl^ Baptifts, a gbed underftandingfubfifts^ 
Infomuch, that a confiderable party were of opinion 
in the Aflqciation, that iHey ought to invite tlie 
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Presbyterian and Methodift mininifters-to fit with 
them in their aiTociations, as confellors ; but not to 
vote. This fubjeft underwent a lengthy inveftigar 
tion, and finally was decided againft inviting. This 
was afluredly a very prudent determination, ift, be- 
taufe it might tend to confufion; and adly, becaufe 
it would' probably rather interrupt, than promotei* 
friendfliip. Seeing, in moft cafes, as it refpedls the^ 
intcrcourfe between man and man, too much famili* 
arity often ends in ilrife. We {huuld he mbre likely 
to continue in peace with a neighbour^ whom we 
treated 'with the diftant refpeft due to a neighbour, 
than if we were to introduce him to our private do* 
meftic concerns. It cannot, however, but be carneftly 
defired; that party animofity fhould* he mollified by 
every fationai method. Party rage is never the cf- 
fc6^ of true religion, • Well might Paul ask the Co- 
rinthian p^rtizans, *^ Are ye not carnal?'' Stedfaft- 
jiefs in our own? principles, and charity towards thofe 
of others, are not inconfiftent with each other. 

The minutes of the New; River Aflbciation, have 
never been printed. Hence it was not poffible to pro- 
cure them for every feffion -, nor indeed is it import- 
ant. We have them for four y^ars ; from which the 
charafter of the Aflbdatioii may be underftood, -^ht , 
Calvintftic fentiments are the dodrines: of this A/To- 
ciation/ Yet there are not wanting ;(ome,, who hold ' 
fome or all of . the Arminian tt^ncfts. Tlieir views 
upon this point, may be gathered from the following 
queryy witb its folutioDi vi2. Is it right to license 
any man to preach the goipel^ who holds with Ar- 
minian tenets? Anfwer : Hy no means- 

At an aflbciation bolden at Pine Creek meeting 
hbiife, fecond Saturday m Odobcr, 1803 : William 
Howard was appointed moderator, and Jofeph Rent- 
fro clerk. 

The following query was introduced, viz. Ought 
not experienced miniflers of thcgofpel to. take under . 
their patronage, the young and illiterate prcacficrs ? 



To whieh it was anfWercdi^ Yes: and teich them tine, 
principles and £o\xnd dodrines : and. fet. good exam* 
pies before then^ : and iky. Be yeibUowers lof us m 
We are of Chrift Jefirs* Could the principle confin- 
ed in this folutioh be carried into «ff(gd^, by iome te- 
gular and methodical plan, it would produce the^moft 
Jovereign relief to the Baptift miniftry in" Virginia. 
It has been a general complatnt tgainA the Baptifis 
of Virginia, that they l|»3:ioh qjen forthemiini&ry, 
who do not poflefs the neeeffary qaa-lifkatiohs. ThdTj 
complaints, without doubt, have often fprsng from 
a corrupt taftc ; and alfo from men of refined miiids, 
who did not make the proper allowance fbrliairer^ 
of Icfs refinement. Yet with all due allowance^ the 
complaint i^ foraetimes We|l founded. The efril has 
arifeh, partly from not piaking proper; diftinStion^ 
as to gifts; lb as to aathorife men topreiK:h, who at 
moft only had the gift of exhortation; ^nd .partly 
from a falfe delicacy iij fetfcipgup weak preachers, 
where the people were in expeifiatioa of hearing 
others more capable. ' If then ^ fome : regular niode 
of examining xind intf oduciiig ypuhg preaciicrs could 
be devifed, many weak gifts wqiild b^ improved, and 
become refpe6table. Add to t^is iome regulation, 
as |p the kind of qualifications eacli miin inaypro*- 
perly claim, as Wdl as the time and manner prexer* 
cifihg his talent; and it is not unlikely the inconvc*? 
nience would be leiTened, if not quite removed. " In 
England, and indeed in fome parts of America, no 
man is allowed to preach, unlcfs he first m^iioe his 
wilhes knQwn to fome of tiie elders erf' the church; 
they thtn giye him a private hearings ' and encourage 
or ftop him, according to their opinidaa of hisqtolifi- 
cations. A middle courfe between ♦that and the' 
Virginia mode, might be ufeful. At leaft, tinhibit 
any from preaching at pther than an appointment 
made for himfelf, until he be licenfed by the church : 
and indeed, as to licenftdoi ordained preachers, thse 
'wi{hes of aa. audience ouight to be corUuhed, inpri 
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fetcnce to the ifer>fibility of an individiial* At their 
aflbciatian for Odlaber, i &04, the knotty and mtri-* 
catc doiStrine of fu[>pofling pregichers, cr rather: <pf 
mifliftcrial conlributioM , was broirght forward in the 
following query : Are the poor bound by the gofpel 
to give -to the rkh^, fo< preaching the gofpel ? An- 
fwer. The Lord lovetha cheerful giver> according to 
wJmt he hath,.aiid not according to what he 1>ath not. 

All things coBfidercd, a better anfwer could not 
|Hrdbably h^e bc^ninvented. 

The CM^cular letters annexed to the minutes of this 
Ai3bciatt0n> are very excellent ; and but for the want 
of rodm,. exty^dte from fome of them would Itav^ 
becninfetted; » 

Rey. Williaflfi Howard has generally a fled as 
jtooderatoft and Mt  Jofeph Rentfro as clerk. 
^ W© will now attend to the churches in this 
diftrid: ; beginmngv with 

BETHEL. 

. This charch was the firft conftituted, and of courfe 
the eldeft in the AiTociation. We have not learned > 
by Whofe labours this church was firft planted. It i$ 
quitb probable that it was by removal of the firit, 
members from fome of -the interior counties. It had 
no regular fupplics or pallor for feventoen years after 
the conftitution^ The prefurnptioa is, that if the 
church had becQ ^aiffd by the labours of any mi- 
nifter vifiting thofe parts, that fuch minifter would 
have fopplied them regularly. Their firft regular 
preacher was Mr. Samuel Goodwin, who moved in- 
to their bounds, and became their paftorv He con- 
tinued a^ong them about ten years,, and then re- 
.turned to Catawbay from whence he firft came to 
Bethel, Bethel then obtained the attendance of Wr. 
Howard, ,who preached for them once a month, until 
a few years pad, when old age and infirmities pat it 
out of his power. While Mr. Howard had the care 
of the church, about tha yeat 1S04, a, comfortable 
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revival took place, when the chufch increafcd froni 
iixteen to fevcnty eight. Since Mr. Hovirard has 
d^lined his vifits to them, they have procured the 
fervices of Rev. John Blacky who it* is faid, is aa 
able preacher^ 

SALEM 

Was conftitutcdi as may be feen by the table, in 
3784; and fell under the care of Mr. Niithan 
Hall. He retained thp charge about fix years, ated 
was then filenced foi' mtfconduft; After about four or* 
five yearSi the church turned their attenticai to Mr,. 
Howard, whb has hecn their i>ajfl:6r ever fi|Ke« In 
the year 1802, God vifited thciti with a goodly tiine- 
Many precious fouls were turned to righte€iufne&. 
When Mr. Howard took the care of them, their' 
number was thirteen: the revival raif^ tlarm to fevr- 

enty Bi^* In 1803, they difmlffedfertyn^cmW^ 
for the purpofe of forming anew church* which Was 

called Pine Creek*' 

Rev. William Howard, paftor of Sakiti church 

and moderator of the Aflbciation, is a venerable old 

man, who feems refolved to exert the laft remains of 

life and ftrength, in advancing the glpry of him who 

has called him from darknefs to light. How ufeful 

are fuch meui: to go o^t and in, before the young and 

lefs experienced. . 

GREASY CREEK 

Was raifcd under the labours of the Hev. Robert 
Johes. About the year 1803, Cod revived his work 
among them, chiefly through thp miniftry of Mr. 
JeiTe J ones fon of Robert, a young and ardent preach* 
er whofe labours were accepted of his mafter^ fo that 
their number incrcafed to forty three members : thirs- 
ty of thefc were taken off in order to form a new 
church ; which was called Weft Fork : to which 
Jefle Jones became paftor* Mr. Shadrach Roberts 
is a licenfed preacher in this church* 
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MEADOW CREEK 

Was formqd, partly, out of members who tnoVed 
hither from the ftatc of Nfew York, and pirtly of na- 
tives. Rev, John Lawrence became their paftof. 
He had been a minfller, fpr many years, in the ftate 
of New "^ ork ; was an eminent (ervant of Chrilt, and 
a pious and fenfible maa* iih labours were not very 
much blefled.after he moved to -Virginia. Some dif- 
turbaace happening in ,th6 churchi and Mr* Law-* 
fence being obvioufly in dotage, was rather indifcrcet 
ia fifpotifiog ioj|c of tlje partie$, fo as to give fpme dis- 
content tQtbe body of the church: in confe(|uence 
of .which, added to his incapacity through dotage and 
infirmities, the church difiniffed him from his pafto- 
nl cha^-gis^ ' Sqon after, he was taken ill, anid Go4 
difmiffed: him to the church triumphant. He was 
eighty years of age wbeJi be died. After hii^; dif^ 
cniiSpn, elder Howard preached for them ftatedly, 
«nd iGod poured out his fpirit tipon theni. The 
cjlurch increafed from fixteen to fixty four. Elde© 
Howard, through infirniity, is not able to viiit them 
ftatedly, as formerly; but he attends them occa- 
fionally and adminifters the ordinances* Robert 
Simpkins is, a lieenfed preacher ii\ thie bounds of this 
church.. 

 NORTH rORKOF^ ROANOKE 

^ Was piintfed chiefly by the hHciuts of Pev. James 
Mathews. . He fome years paft moved toTenneifee; 
After the removal of Mr* Mathews, they had Mr. 
Ifaac Reiitfro for theif minifter. He moved to 
Kentucky in 1798* Since which, they have had no 
paftor. In 1802, there was a general revival in. 
Montgomery county This church partook of the 
blcfling -.nineteen were added* 
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SINKING CREEK 



Was raifed iindt^t the tniniftrf of Mr*. Ic3/eph 
Stanley f who ia ilill t^dr paftor, Uiuter his la^ 
hours the church has profpered : having increaibi 
ftom feventeea to thirty three^ 

CATAWBA, ^ 

When firft twiftituted, had no paftor, Satmie} 
Goodwin was their firft paftor, who took pkoe 
tbout 1781 or 1782. Hfi retained his «harg^ for 
ahout ten ycairs* and tbcii moving away to l^thel^ 
ifter ^bout ^ ye&fB tame beck and refumed his care 
4>f CataWfee. About 1 805, he was ea^cluded for intern^ 
perate drinking. He, tintll diat time, had borne a knoft 
tmiaUt <:hla^^:ejr for piety and integrity 1 ami wms 
efteemed ah excelient preacher^ and very active and 
ttfefu). Gracioufe faeal^n I how many thoufands of 
the profe^d fons of Zion are. OVertatni^d by this 
deadly cvii t Thfe church partcbk in the ^^ 
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WEST FORK* (See Greqfy Creek.} . 

PINE GREEK 

Is a floutiiliing church» diiefly taken o£P fro|n 'Si« 
lem. Has a jpnxtiifing arm on Bmih Creek* where 
tfemy 9eal lives and labours m the miniftiy, and 
who 4s HI ^rdaiaed muiifter* 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

iiktorrf of ike Hotfion and Mountain Afsocmtions^ 
imludirig the Sketches of Churches. 

K 

The Holfton Aflbciation was conftituted about the 
year .'.7H8, according to .rifplund^s Regifter. They 
have ti4optcd the confeflion of faith. They had 
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eighteen ehurcb6s in ?11, ift • 79 1 * We atre inform- 
ed, from an authentic fource, that they had twenty 
five churches in 1 ^o7, vi2^; fifteen in the ftate of Ten* 
neflce and ten itt V^irginia ; and their whole number 
of members, one thoufarid fix hundred and nineteen; 
averaging not quite fixfjr five to a church- . Thofe 
churched that ape jn Virgmia average a litte more 
than fifty nine. There were two Bajptift churches 
^n the bounds of this diftridl, at a niuch earlier date 
than any pientioned irj the /table; but they were 
broken up bj the Indian war. We havfe no ac:courit 
of the proceedings of the Holfton Afijociation ; we 
TOuft therefore proceed to fpe^k of the churches; 
beginnir>g with 

NORTH FORK OF HOLSTON. 

Two large companies have emigrated from this 
;phurch» in each cafe taking off their paftori viz; John 
Froft, their firft paftpr, moved into Knox county, 
1 enneflee, carrying with him thirty three members ; 
and there they became a c|iurch. This happened 
about *94or''95. In >8, they got another paftpr, 
Mofes foley; but, i8p2, Foley arid twenty fix 
members moved to Abraham's Creek arid formed 
another church. In 1808, they procured the pafl:or- 
al care of Charles Penningt;on. It is a church of 
gpp4 ft^nding, 

GLADE HOLLOWS. 

This was taken off from Clinch River church j 
which is one of the two old churches mentioned 
above, as broken up by the war. A few members 
returtiing after the war, riie church was reconftitu- 
ted. But fliortly after Glade Hojlows was taken off, 
the mother church was diffolved. Glade HpUows 
has always been a profperous church j but particu- 
ly, anno 1801, under the miniftration of Edw:4rd 
Xelley, thev had a blefled revival } when the chijrcb, 
in the coiirfe of eighteen months, fwelled to three 
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hundred and fixty . After this, three other churches 
were taken off, viz.' Stony Creek, Sandy Creek^ and 
Caftlewoods^ 

SOUTH fork: or St. CLAIRES BOTTOM, 

» 

Was for many years, without a paftor, and then 
^aUy flaurifhed Btit, aiming IP choofe.a paf- 
tor, they could 0atb^ lananiuious* >'rhe majori^ 
tv chofc Mr. Baker, Jjut a party adhered to Mr. 
William Bruiidradge, an emigrant frcKn the north* 
*They were a divided, and confequeatlyian' unhappy 
people, until Brundrage moved to Qhio, in jbo5.. 
They then became united : Proving that preaChers 
may be the greateft curfe, as well as the greateft 
bleffing.. 

MILL CREEK 

Has been a happy church. Beginnning.with only 
eight members, they have increafed to fixty five. 

RICrt VALLEY 

Was at firft a thriving church; but through the 
.misconduift of their paftor, Moies Foley, they have 
*had cloudy and unpleafant feafons. 

RUSSEL. 

There is nothing remarkable of her, except that 
her members are in union and. good underftanding. 

DEEP SPRING 

Had a comfortable revival in 1 80 1 , and increafed 
to their prefent number, fhey are doing well. 

STONY CREEK. 

This church was alfo revived about 1802 and 1 80-5, 
and * increafed to about eighty five. Since then, al- 
though they have had cold times, they have prcferv- 
ed order, 6cc. . 
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CdPPR CREEK 

As at the hcgianing, fotiow, ihcy enjoy tiaion and 
peace.* 

CASTtEWOODs; 

Ndthiflg remafkable> is Hiid gf hfer in oi^r rpaiiu* 
icripts* -. - . 

We would gladly exhioit thechara(5ter$ and talents 
gf the preachers and diftingpifljed private . m^jnbcrs 
of this and the mountain aflbciation, but for the want * 
of inibrmation we are unable tq do fo^ . The docu^> 
nxents we have procured at 21U respe^ing the differ- 
ent aflbciations on the weftern waters, have all been 
obtained through the friendly attention of JRLey* Jgfiah-. 
Osbiirn and John Alderfon. bur numerous letters 
written to the minifters relidihg within the liniits of » 

the Affociations were not attended tQ- > ^ 

MOUN TAIN ASSOCIATION was conftituted 
Auguft, 1799 ; the churches having been previoufly 
difmifled from the Yadkin AfTociation, and is com- 
pofed of churches in North Carolina, TenneC^e,and 
Virginia. Three only are in Virginia, of which we' 
will fay a few things ^ beginning with 

NORTH FORK OF NEW RIVER. 

William Porter was the paftor of this church. 
But being unable through old age, to go through 
the duties of the miniftry j the church aiTociated 
Daniel Keith in the paftora] care. This circum- 
ftance often occurs in England, bu|: very rarely in 
Virginia.' It much oftener happens in V^irgmia, 
that one miniftet is paftgr of three or four churches, 
than that the faine church has ;Bore than one paftor. 
The committing the minifterial authority pf the 

* Deep Spring, Stoney Creek, and Copper Creek had not joined any aflbcia- 
tion i;i xSc8. It was e^pe6led they would- jpin at the »eji;t feflion. 






church, to more .than oae elder,.haa in this country, 
oftea been found upon experience, to be bad policy. 
It often creates parties. In fome caffs, fuch^as the 
above, however, it is very well. 

MEADOW CREEK, 

, ^God 1ms flhK>w6i^d (ki^jva hisg^ace Uipem this church. 
They have been a happy and an increafing people. 

FOXCRE£K 

\ Was at iiril a ^ourifhing church ; but their preach-^ 
erbecoming yiforderly, land eventually excluded, they 
fe^H into confufion and diflrefs. ^ 

.. The removal of elder Andrew Baker among them, 
£11:1803, under God, healed all their backflidings^ 
God turned their mourning into joy, by turning ma- 
ny to rightebufnefs; For feveral years Mr. Baker 
had the gratificatioa to fee his Matter's work ptof- 
per in his hands* 
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Hijiory of the Accomack JJociation, including the 

Sketches of Churches. 

The Accomack AiSbciatibn diftridl lies altogether 
on the Eaftern Shore of Virginia. The gofpel was 
firft carried thither by Elijah Baker. ' After Mr. 
Baker had planted a number of churches, both on 
the, Eaftern Shore of Mar}? land and Virginia ; and 
had beeh joined b^ other preachers from different parts^ 
is w^ as by young ones raifed under his miniftry-i 
he propofcd that the churches Should meet by their 
delegates and form an Aflbciation. This they did, 
anno lyS^.'f They took the name of the Salisbury 
Aflbciation, from the town of that name in Mary- 
land, where they met. They alio became a foftering 
niother to the churches. They increafcd from year 

* See our biography of Elijah B^ker* 

t Recording to Afplond^s Regifter, from coniTnunicatioiis fiiade 
to the Compiler, he it inclined to thiuk that they afibciated at an 
earlier date. 



"9T^ .■ ,  • -> ■• - -.-   -Tf- ■•- .-- •.--^TTMr 



ACCOMACK ASSOClAtlOI^. » 281 

to" year^ and many uf^ful preachers were raifed up. 
The bufinefs of the Aflbciation was conduded wkh. 
great decorum^ and their decifions were wife and. 
prudent Dodtor Robert Lcm:m, a pradtitionex of 
-phyfic, but not a preacher, a<3:ei as moderator, from 
fhortly after their organization, until the divifion of 
the diftrift, in 1808. During many years, it was 
cullomary for them to hold their annual aiTociatibns . 
in Maryland near Salisbury, but tjbcy held alfo aa 
occafional aflbciation in Virginia, every Auguft.. 
This - arrangement was not fatisfaitory to the Vir- 
ginia churches, and they petitioned to be difmifled, , 
in order to fornii an aflbciation out of the churches, 
Vholly in Virginia. This was done ; and the new 
S^flbciation called Accomack, met for the firfl: time 
at Puiigoteague, Augufl:, rSog ; at which fefliori' 
they were chiefly employed in forming a conftitution 
and rules of decorum. They^alfo agreed to jcnn the 
General Meeting of Correfpondeoce. At this fcflion 
elder George Layfield was chofen a^ moderator, and 
Mr. William Coflien as clerk As this is the firfl: 
and only meeting they have had fince the divifion, 
nothing more can be faid as to their proceedings. 
The hiftorical sketches of t^ churches nvufl: now ba 
attended 'to. > 

r pungoteague 

Is a large and happy church* For fometime, after 
riieir conftitution they had no regular paflior. But 
for a good many years .they have been under the 
paftoral care of Rev. George Layfield, to whom tiiey; 
liften as children to a father. 

Mr. Layfield is indeed a father in IfrjteL He has 
long profefled to know the way of lite, and has never 
lince departed from it, either to the right hand or to 
the h(t^ He was a Presbyterian, previous to hiSj 
hearing the Baptifts, and could not for Ibme tim^. 
^fter he heard them and loved them, bring, his mind 

JLj Ji 
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to be v/illin^ to give up his infant fprinkling. He 
fiaally yielded to the force of truth, tnd being bapti-^ 
:5ed, commenced preacher* His firft refidence was 
in Maryland, where he continued for ni^ny years be- 
fore he became a' preacher* In point of talents, Mr. 
Layfieldmay be confidered as ftanding on refpcctable 
ground, tfe does not aim to speak in the enticing 
words of man's wifdom; but, in fimplicity and godljr 
fincerity, commends himfelf to every' man's con- 
fcience. He is a man of grave deportment, yet 
cheerfal manners. lie is liberal in his fentiments to* 
wards thofe who differ v/ith him on religious fubjeds. 

MATOMPKIN- 

Tills church has alfo the ftated fervices of elder 
Layfield, and are peaceable and harmonious. They 
have never had any regular paftor. ; ^ 

MASONGO 

Is a church of good landing, but^ has feen better' 
days than the present. Their firft preacher was^ 
George Northumj who was not diftinguifhed for 
any thing Angular* He was fucceeded by Mr: Lay-' 
field, and he by Elijah Shay. Shay Was a preacher 
of popular talents ^ but after raifing himfelf to cohfi- 
derable diftindion, he fold his birthright for a mefs 
of pottage* He became a drunkard, and was exclu- 
ded from the church. Failing thus of the grace of 
God, he fought to fupply the deficiency by art and 
deception. He moved off to Alexandria, where alfo, 
lie eonduded himfelf fo diforderly, as to incur the 
cenfures of all thofe who made pretenfions to ferious- 
nefs. From thence, he travelled off, under the name 
ijfa Baptift preacher; until the brethren near Alex:- 
andria^ thought it their duty to advertife him as ant 
impoftor ; which they did in the minutes of the Re*i* 
tocton Affociation. What mifchief dofuch traitors 
do to the beft of caufcs ! 
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CHINGOTEAGUE. 

The gofpd was firfl: carried into thefe parts by the; 
indefatigable E. Baker His labours were not at 
fir/l, extenfively blefled, iniiiiediately in the neigh- 
bourhood of C hingoteague. The feed however fown ' 
by Vfr. Baker and others, were cultivated by Mr. 
Layfield; and a church was conftituted under th^ 
care of elder Layfield. After fometime, he yielded 
the care to elder Solomoa Marfhall, who attended 
them ftatedly, but not as zrx abiding paftpr. They 
now have the pafloral fervices of elder Tliomas Wal- 
ters, whofe labours among them have been highly 
blefled. Mr. W^alters is a loving, zealous, laborious, 
and fuccefsful fervant of the moft high God. Hav- 
ing a wafni heart, he enjoys nothing, more than to fee 
divine love fpreading from heart to heart, warming 
znd animating the fouJs of faints . On fuch occafipns 
he feems willing to be fpent in praiiing and adpring 
his gfacious Redeemer. 

LOWER NORTHAMPTON. 

* 

Within the bounds of this church, was the place 
where Mr. Baker began his evangelical career. Here 
alfo, were the jfiffl perfons baptized that ever fubtoit-* 
ted to that facred ojrdinance on the f^aftern Shore : 
And here was coni^ituted the firft churchy When 
iirft organized,, elder Baker became their paftor^^and 
fo continued until the day of his death, . The church 
foon after her conftitution became large and flourifli- 
ing, and continues fo to this tii:ne. There are fome 
very refpe<3:able private members among them, fol- 
der John Elliott preaches for them ftatedly fince the 
death of elder Baker. 

Ifaac Broughton is an ordained piisacher in this 
jchurch, efteemed, by all who know him, a pious a.id 
Venerable man, but of very infirm health, 
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HUNGO's 

Has been for fome time a declining church, having 
fuftained great loffes by the death of many of her 
moil valuable private menibers. They were once a 
numerous people 

Elder Elliott, th^ir pallor, coram enced preaching 
in 1783^ when about thirty ypars of age, but he had 
been a profeflpr for fome time beforq. Seieing how 
piuch labourers were wanted in the harvef^, his fpirii 
was moved within him. He ftepped forward, and 
the Lprd fmiled ppon his fervices. He is efteemed 
by all his acquaintances a pious ,and exemplary roanj 
as wellas a ileady and qfeful preacher. 

MASHAPGNGO 

Is a young and fomewhat incraafing church, under 
the care of elder Caleb Fifher; Previous to hispror- 
feiSon of religion, Mr. Fifher was very fond of the 
faihionable vices of the age. Racing, dancings gam* 
bling, and keeping wild and wanton company, were 
the objects of nis mpft intent purfuit. Serious re- 
fledlion?, though fometimes forced upon his mind, 
were never welcome. God, in the midft of his wild 
career, marked him as an objed of invincible grace. 
The arrows of the Almighty ftuck faft in him 5 and 
dtiiough he was at firft as an ox unaccuftomed to the 
yt)ke, he finally found that the yoke of Jefos was 
eafy and his burden Was light* IJe found reft to his 
foul, and was baptized, anno 1792. To his vicious 
affociates he now became as obnoxious as he was be- 
fore agreeabie. After fome years, viz* in i8o^, be 
began to preach. This gave many ef the fttos of 
Beiial an opportunity to infult him. While he 
preac^hed they wpuld mock; and foitietimes openly. 
On one pccalion, they ftirred upfo miich dilljjrbapce> 
that he thought it his duty to profecute thQ?Ti. la 
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return, one man,* under fome frivolous pretence^ 
fwore tbe peace againft him, and dragged huxi before 
a magiftrate^ while there, he lavifhed cut the moftmn- 
limited abufe again ft Fifher ; when lol he fell fpeech- 
lefsbya paralytic ftroke. He loft the ufc of oeefid<^, 
and fuiFered more than common pain in fuch cafe^.-f 
This difplay of divine vengeance had an awful eifedl 
upon the minds of the furrouhding people, and indeed 
all who heard it. 

Mr. Fiifher was upwards of forty years of ^ge when 

'he began to preach. It is not to bp expe^lqd that 

'linder thofe circumftances 1^ fhoiild make any great 

.advancement in improving his gifts. He is eftccni- 

ed, however,, a man of ftrongmi.nd, and as q. preach^ 

er, found and animating. 

The Baptiilcaufe is not thought to prevail as much, 
on the PJaftern Shore^ as it did fome years paft. AVhen 
.they firft came into this country, they had to com- 
bat with the eftabliAed church atmed with the civil 
fword. Clothed with a heavenly panoply, they went 
forth in the name of the Lord of hofts, and prevailed. 
The eftablifhed church here* as well as in moft other 
pkces in Virginia, declined rapidly, after the rife of tiie 
-Baptifts* Of late, they have other oppoi>ents that 
are much more fuccefsful. For many yearsi paft, 
.the Methodifts have been a very inereafing people. 
on the Eaftern Shore. Whether th^ir profperity is 
only temporary, until the fet time to favour Zion 
ihall arrive; or v/hether for fome caufe God is dif- 
pofed to permit his people to be led into captivity, 
'^ and to become fubfervient to the neighbouring^ na- 
tions, we cannot determine* As this llate of things 
has otcurred in many other places, as well a* in thefe 
parts,, it will not be improper to offer a, few remarks 
by way of conjefturing the caufe; not beoaufe it is 

* AMr Henderfon, 

f This happened in 1809 ; and three months after, lie remained in the fam ; 
ivylai itaie, lu.tjiin.^ very lercrc pain of ucdy, and no doubt as mVkcii in mi d, 
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believed that the remarks apply to this or any parti- . 
cular place, but with a defiga to offer cautijgp to all. 
Baptill-principles, under right views, have no tend- . 
ency to paralyze the efforts of man, or retard his ac- 
tivity. But how often do thefe effefts follow the 
niifinterpretation of thefe principles! How fre- 
quently, where error thrives through the induftry 
-^xiO. zeal of its fuppt>rters, do the friends of truth lie 
ftill under a miftaken confidence that truth cannot 
be hurt :' And inllead of oppofiag 2:eal to zeal, induf- 
try to induftry, and all lawful means in a good caufe 
againit all lawful or unlawful ones in a bad one j they 
too often permit the hearts of the people to be ftolen, . 
and their prejudices fet againft found principles be- 
fore they take the alarm. Truth is oftep injured by 
an unfaitable application of jts parts. Strong meat 
fhouM not be given but to menV To preacl,i the 
deep myfterious dodlrines 6f grace upon all occafions, 
and before all forts of people, is the ftire way to 
preach them out of the parts. To give to zxiyont 
doctrine more weight than the proportion found in 
the fcripture, defaces the beauty of the whole, and 
retards its progrefs. Unguardednefs refpecSing- 
preachers, in various ways, but efpecially as to im- 
poilors, has injured the Baptifts in many partsi but 
in none more than oii the Eaftern Shore. They have 
probably fuffered more by impoftors, than any other 
people in Virginia. The moll diftinguiihed of thefe 
IS J.ofeph Flood. He was for eight or ten years, a 
Ba^ift preacher of great popularity in thofe parts, 
and iby many was thought pious. His brilliant ta-*.' 
lerits Jfeem to have blinded the people to his faults. 
He haa\ married a wi,fe in early life, with w^hom he 
lived peafceably. She dying, he married a fecond \ 
who proved a heavy curfe. He left her, and em- 
ployed his time altogether in preaching. For this 
he was not much blamed by thofe who knew all tlie 
circiimilances. But he would not flop there. He 
came down into Ac':on^ack, and a6*ually perfu^ded 
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a young woman of refpedtabip connexions to go to 
Philadelphia, and there to be married to him. It is 
difficult for any at a diftance, to conceive, what 
a deadly ftab this gave the Baptift caufe upon 
the E after n Shore, flood fent his credentials to the 
church3^ and in many refpefts, a^Sed a candid part.. 
' He has fmce fettled in Bedford county, Virginia, and 
has occafionally preached but not as a Baptift. 

Soon after Flood's downfall, came one Samuel 
Counfel under the name of a Baptift preacher ; and 
being, a man of confiderable ingenuity, became po- 
pular. . He was indeed a wolf in flieeps' clothing. 
f^e was an Arian in principle ; and ufed great fubtiky 
irx maintaining his opinion3. He was thought, by 
fbme, to have made impreffions on fome refpeitable 
profelibrs ; and that if his bad life; had not betrayed 
him,, he might have' formed a party in the churches^ 
The Salisbury Aflbciation noticed him, and guarded 
the churches againft him^ which with fome other 
thi;igs, drove him off. 

About the fame time, came, one Carey, (as he 
called himfelf) and pretended that he was a Baptift 
preacher. Carey was far from pofleffing diftinguiih- 
ed gifts ; and indeed could not be faid to have any 
one qualification tor making good his way) under his 
affumed charadter^ except an inde fcribable ftcck.of 
impudence. Still, however, he impofed upon many,. 
and.was n^iced in feveral places, as a preacher of 
gifts. Againft.him alfo, the churches were caution- 
ed, and he went off elfe where; and if not hanged, is 
perhaps ftill impofing upon the credulous feme where. 
After thefe repeated flam^, it is not ftrange that the 
Baptift caufe has rather declined of late years in this 
^fibciation. But, peradvefiture, thefe dark icenes 
are but the preludes of a bright and glorious day, for 
which, no doubt many precious and pious, fouls are 
daily lifting up their hearts to God For indeed the 
Baptifts of thefe parts are a tender, Ipvirg, aiiedionate, 
and pious people, anxious for the welfare of.Zion, 
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For hofpitality and kindnefs to ftrangej-s, the EaP.ern 
Shore people, both faints and linners, are furpalled by 



none. 



This is the laft aflbciation in Virginia, that can be 
faid to have arifert from the Igbcurs of Separate Bap- 
lift minifters. We fhall now proceed t^ treat of 
thofe formerly xcalled Regulars. 
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CHAPTER XXVL 
Of tlie Origin and Progrefs of the Regular Baptjjhs 

We have already informed our readers, page .1, 
that one of the three original companies of Baptifts, 
that emigrated to Virginia, came from. Maryland, 
From thefe arofe the Regular Baptifts, as they were^ 
for a feafon, called, in contradiftindtion to the Sepa^* 
rates, 'J hefe, though not fo numerous as the Sepa'- 
rates, are a large and very refpe<5lable body of peoplq*. 
For, with very feWj did they come into Virginia, and 
now they arc become feyeral i\flbciations. Befides. 
the KetoiSon, which is a very extenfive aflbciation^ • 
the Redftone, Greenbrier, and Unipn, all fprui>gfrom 
the fame four ce. 

Our papers do not exadlly agree refpedling the 
date at which the firft Baptifts made their appear-- 
ance in thefe parts, but upon a full exan?ination of 
the different documents, it is probable that we Ihall 
give a correct ftatement. 

In 1743, Edward Flays and Thomas Yates, mem- 
bers of a Baptift congregation in Maryland, moved 
"with a company, and fettled on Opeckon, in Berkley 
county, Virginia. Their minifter, Mr. Henry Lovc-< 
all, foon followed them. His preaching was attend- 
ed with fuccefs, and iii a fliort time he baptized fif- 
teen perfons. They continued their church ftate un- 
til 1751 ; hut it is probable they were rather remifs in 
their government ^ for we are inforrned, that on that 
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year/ certain miniilers* of the Philadelphia Aflbcia-^ . 
tion c^n\e amorig them, and new modelled the 
church, forming it, as our man^fcript fays, upon the 
Galviitiflic plan, lifting out the chaff, and retaining 
the fuppofed good grain. From which it may be 
prefumed^ that the firft preacher or his party, were 
either Arminians, or inclined that way. 

In 1754,^ when Stearns and Marfhall were among 
them, their mini fter was Samuel Heton, who wis 
probably their firft preacher, after they had been new 
modelled as above. What became of either Loveall 
or Heton, we are not informed. The next preacher 
that lived among them, and far the moft diftinguifh- 
ed, was elder John Garrard^ probably from Pennfyl- 
vania. I'he precife year in which he came, is not 
afcertained, but it was probably about i'/55. From 
the time that they were purified, in 1751, this church 
was in connexion with the Philadelphia Aflbciation. 
They Were very zealous, had much preaching, and 
were remarkably warm in their religious exercifes, 
and more particularly fo afteir Mr. Daniel Marftiall 
came amdng them. They went to fuch lengths, 
that fome of the more cold-hearted lodged a com- 
plaint in the Philadelphia Aflbciation. Mr. Miller 
was fent to fee what was the matter. When he came, 
he was highly delighted with the exercifes, joined 
tiiem cordially, andfaid if he had fuch warm hearted 
chriftians in his church, he would not take gold for 
them. He charged thofe who had complained, ra- 
ther to nourifh than complain of fuch gifts. The 
work of God revived among them, and confiderable 
additions were made to the church. The country in 
which they had fettled, was but thinly inhabited, and 
was fubjedt to the inroads of the Indians. Some of 
thele favage irruptions took place not long after Mr. 
Garrard had fettled among them; in confequence of 

Mr, MIHer and othtrs. 

M2 . 
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which, be and m^riy of the phurch reriiovrjed belov^ 
the Blue ridge, and refidedfor foiiie time in Loudoft 
count}^ on Ketodlon creek. He was DQt, while 
there, forgetful of his duty, but laboured night and 
day for the inftrUdion and falvation of finners. God 
turned the Hearts of many, who believing, were bap* 
tized. 

A church was cdnftjtuted, called Ketcdon, to 
which Mr. Garrard was appointpd paftor* It i^ 
probable that this church was organized in the year 
1756 : for on the fecond Sunday in June, 1757, the 
Millcreek, Ketodton, and the Smith's and Lynville's 
Creek churches, held their iirft yearly meeting at the 
meeting houfe of the laft named church. So that 
we ihall probably be correct if we date the conftitu- 
tiQ|i of the Keto^ton church in 1756; of Millcreek 
in 1^43 ', heriirft renewal iii 1751 and her reinftate- 
ment after the Indian irruption in 17 C7. Having 
briefly fhown the qrigin and procefs of the Baptifts 
who firft fettled on. Opeckon, we fhall now attend to 
another company on Smith's and Lynville*s Creek, 
in Rockingham; The Smith's and Lyhville's Creek 
church was conftituted Auguft 6th, 1756, under the 
jaf^ofal care of John Alderfon, fen* There had 
l^en feme Baptifts living in this place for about 
eleven years previous to the conftittition of the 
church. Thefe were probably a party of private 
members fromfome of the churches in the Philadel- 
phia A ffociation 5 or perhaps fome of them from 
JNew England:, for it is ftated that one John Har*- 
rifon wiming to be baptized, went as far as Oyfter 
bay in Maffachufetts, to obtain that ordinance. As 
there were Baptift churches and minifters much near*- 
er, the prefumption is, that he had been led to that 
meafure in confideration of fome, if not all, of the 
Baptifts of his neighbourhood having come from 
thence. 

During the eleven years from Vie time the Baptifts 
firft came to this neighbourhood, until the conftitu- 
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tion .of the church, they were vifited hy feveral 
preacbirs from the northern ftates, among whom 
were lyir. Samuel Eaton> Benjamin Griffith, John 
Gano, and John Alderfon ; the laft of whom after- 
wards fettled ampng them and became their paftor. 

The three churches above named became mem- 
bers pf the Philadelphia AfTociation foon after their 
conftilutiqn, and fo continued uritil they formed an in- 
dependent aUociation. Previous to this however^ 
they met in an annual or yearly meeting, alternately 
at the three meeting houfes. In their yearly meet- 
ings, preaching was kept up for feveral days, minif--- 
ters from diftant parts attended, and confultations 
were holden refpeding the propagatipn of the gofpel, 
as well as advice oitered for thp good government of 
the infant churches. T|ief<^ meetings greatly accele- 
fated the fpread of thp gofppl, and alfo ripened the 
phurches foraf^arate aflbciation. 

About 1760, Rev. David Thomas, from Pennfyl- 
yania, pameto Berkley in Virginia, on a miniilerial 
yifity ^ fipall time previous to this, two men in the 
county pf Fauquier, on Broadrun, had, without any 
^ public preaphiog, become convinced of the reality of 
yitaj religion, gnd that they were deftitute of it. 
Wrought uppni by fuch cpnyiAions, and hearing of 
the Baptifts in Berklpy, they travelled thither, a dif- 
tance of about fixty miles, to hear them. When 
they ^rriv.ed^ and heard the gofpel, it proved a fweet 
favour of life. They returned home, God built them 
up by his fpirit, and, in a fliort time, they made a 
fecond vifit to Berkley, offered an experience of 
grace to the church, and were baptized. It fo hap- 
pened, that thefe men and Mr. David Thomas came 
to 'Berkley at the fame time. They invited him to 
go down to Fauquier and preach, and he accepted the 
invitation. It wa^s faid of Martin Luther, that if the 
pope had given hirh a cardinal's cap, he would never 
have propagated the principles of the reformation, it 
rjiight be fp. And it could alfo be ftid, that if they 
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had made l^aul high priest, inftead offending Wnita 
Damafcus, he would not have Ipread theaigofpel 
among the gentiles, So^lfo if Mr, Thomas l^d not 
happened to meet with thefe men> who were hunger- 
ing for the bread of life, he might never have gone to 
Broadrun, and from thence over a great part of Vir- 
ginia ', by which thoufands were turned from dark- 
nefs to light. Thefe things, in the eye of mere rea- 
fon, look like contingencies ; but hy the eye of faith, 
they are ^l\ plainly viewed as the contrivance of in- 
finite wifdom, and executed by an infallible, though 
inviiible hand. ^ 

After Mr, Thomas had laboured awhile at Broad- 
run, and in the adjacent neighbourhood, his labours 
were fo much favoured, that he refolved to become a 
refident among them. Many profeffed faith, and 
were baptized. A church was quickly conftituted, 
to which Mr^ Thomas was chofeft paftor. This 
took place a little after the year J760. Ht did not 
* confine his miniftry to one neighbourhood. He 
travelled through all the furrounding country, lifting 
up his voice a$ the voice of God commanding all 
men to repent, He was, indeed and in truth, a 
burning and a fhining light. There were few fuch 
men in the world, as Uavid'J homas was, at that time. 
Having by nature a ftrongand vigorous mind, he had 
devoted his attention with diligence to the acquire- 
xnent of a claflical and refined education. In this^ 
few, if any of his cotemporaries, fugceeded better. 
He graduated at an early period, Befides the eii- 
dowments 6f his miud, he had a melodious and pier-, 
cing voice, pathetic addrefs, exprefiive action, and 
above all, a heart filled with the love of God and 
fympathy for his fellow riiea, whom he faw^ over- 
whelmed in fin and mifery. God bade him fpeak 
on; and much people believed through him. - 

Mr, Thomas drew the attentipn of the people for 
many miles around. They travelled, in many in- 
fiances, fifty and fixty miles to hear him* It is re^ 
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markable, that about the time of the firfl: rife of the 
gofpelvin*Virginia,. there were multiplied inftancesof 
perfons who hid never heard any thing like evangeli- 
cal .preaching, that w^ere brought through divine 
grace to .fee and feel the want of vital goodncfs. 
Manyof thefe, when they would hear of Mr. Tho- 
mas and other Ba,pti;ft preachers, would travel off to 
hear them and invite them to come and preach in 
their neighbourhoiod. *By this means, the gofpel 
was firft carried itito Culpepper. Mr. Allen Wyley,* 
a man of refpeftable (landing in- that county, had^ 
been thus turned to Ood, and not knowing of any 
spiritual preacher, he had, fometimes gathered his 
neighbours, and read the, fcriptures and exhorted 
them to repentance ; but hearing after a while, of 
Mr. Thomas, be and fome of his neighbours travell- 
ed to Fauquier to hear him. As :foon as he heard 
Jiim, he knew the joyful found, fubmitted to baptifm, 
and invited him to preach at his houfe. He came, 
but the oppofition froni the wicked was To great, that 
he could not preach. He went into the county of 
Orange, and preached fev^ral times and to much pur- 
pofe. His labours were bleiTed. Having however, 
urgerat calls to preach in various other places, and 
being much oppofed a^d perfecuted here, he did not 
attend here as often as was wifhed. On this account 
it waSi that Mr. Wyley weut to Pittfylvania for Mr, 
jHarrife, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Garrard, fonjetimes 
together and fometimes apart, travelled and propa- 
gated the pure principles of chriftianity in all the up- 
per counties of the Northern Neck. Mr. Thomas 
was far the mpft aftive. It was not to be prefumed 
that the friends of the eftablilhment would feel them- 
jfclves difinterefted in thefe proceedings. Their Da.- 
gon was fall falling before the gofpel. They there- 
Ibre refolved to ftir themfelves, to prevent this cala- 
mity. They adopted various methods to accomplilli 

* The fame who went after S annuel Harrifs, fj3 page 7. " j- 
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this objedt The clergy often attacked the Baptiftn 
from the pulpit ^ called them faife prophetsv wolves 
in flieeps' clothing, 65c. &c. But, unfortunately for 
them, the Baptifts retorted thefe charges by profefling 
to believe their own articles; at lead the leading ones ; 
and charged them with denying them ; a charge which 
they could eafily fubftantiate For the dodrines moil 
complained of as advanced by the Baptifts, were ob- 
vioufly laid down in the common prayer book.. 

When they could not fucceed by arguments, they 
adopted more violent meafures, ' 

Sometimes when the preachers came to a place for 
the purpofe of preaching, a kind of mob wquid be 
raifed, and by violent threats they hindered the prcacli-:' 
ing. < 

Sometimes the preachers, and even fome, that pnly 
read fermons and prayed publicly, were carried be*- 
fore magiftrates, and though not committed to prifon^ 
were fharply reprini^nded, au4 cautioned not to be 
righteous overmuch. 

In one inftance only, it appears that any perfon in 
thefe parts was adlually imprifoned on account of re-* 
ligion. He it feems, was a licenfed exhofter, and 
was arrefted for exhorting at a licenfed meeting houfe. 
The magiftrate fent him to jail, where he was kept 
until court ; but the court uppn knowing the cir-r 
cumftances, difcharged him. Elder Jarnes Ireland 
was aijfo imprifoned ii).Gulpepper jail, and in other 
refpedts treated very ill;* But at the time of his im-r 
prifonment Mr. Ireland was a Separate Baptiil, 
though he afterwards joined the Regulars. The rea* 
fons why the Regular Baptifts were not as much per- 
lecuted as the Separates, was, that they had, a:t an 
early date, applied to the general court, and obtained 
licenfes for particular places 5 undef the toleration law 
of England 5 but few of their enemies knew the ex- 
tent of thefe licenfes j moft fuppoiing, that they were, 

.» 

^ See farther account of hisper|ecutJons in his blograpb}^ 
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by tbem, authorized to preach any where in the 
county. One other reafon for their moderate perfe- 
cution perhaps was, that the Regulars wqre not 
thought fo enthuliaftic as the Separates; and having 
Mr. Thomas, a learned man, in their fociety, they 
appeared much more refpedtable in the eyes of the 
enemies of truth. 

All their pretenfions combined with their other 
exertions, could not materially retard the progrefs of 
the gofpel. The work went on. New churches 
were conftituted and young preachers were raifed 
up* Of thefe, none were more diftinguifhed than 
Richard Major, although he had paft the meridian of 
life before he embarked in the miniftry. He feems 
to have made fuch good ufe of his time, that he did 
more in the vineyard than many who had toiled all 
the day.* Daniel and William Friftoe, Jeremiah 
Moore, and others, were early fruits of elder Tho- 
mases miniftry. Thefe young heralds, uniting their 
endeavours with thofe of the more experienced, 
greatly accelerated the progrefs of the gofpel. The 
Separates alfo, in the more fouthern parts ot the ftate, 
were carrying on a fimilar work. Thefe fires met 
in Orange county, in the year 1767, as we have al- 
ready related in another place. Jealoufies arifing 
between them, from fome caufe, produced the un- 
happy divifions which continued fo long to difturb 
their peace. The breach was never very wide between 
them; not fo wide but they often met in conferences, 
•as fellow fufferers, and united their councils to con- 
trive plans for their mutual emancipation from ec- 
clefiaftical tyranny. Before the year 1770, the 
Regular Baptifts were fpread over the whole coun- 
try, in the Northern Neck above Fredericksburg, 
Between 1770 and 1 780, their cords ftill continuect 
to be lengthened. Mr Lunsford, a young but ex- 
traordinary preacher, carried the tidings of peace 

^ See his biogtaphy. 



206 6feN£R4L msTOkr of' 

downwards, and planted the Redeemers ftaiidafd in 
thofe counties of the Northern Ncek which are be- 
low Fredericksburg. Meflrs. Corbley^ Sutton, and 
Barnet had moved over the Alleghany, and had iraif- 
ed up feveral churches in the north weft counties, as 
early as 1775. Mr. John Aldcrfon had gone in 1777, 
to Greenbrier, and in a few years raifed up a- people 
for God in that region. Besides thefe^ there were 
fome others who moved more fduthward, and raifed 
up a few churches. During the tiine of the great 
declenlion in Virginia, the Regnlars were under the 
cloud as well as their brethren the Separatt^s ; and 
they alfo participated in the great revival. In the 
year 1782, only twenty three were baptized in* the 
whole of the churches in the Ketodon Affbciation ; 
whereas, in 1789, after the commencement of the 
great revival^ the returns from the diiFe rent church- 
es amounted to three hundred and fifty nine. Since 
the great revival^ the Baptifc caufe has confiderably 
declined in moft parts of the Ketofton Affociation. 
Mr. Friftoe, in his history of this afibciation, ob- 
ferves, '* that very fevyr young minifters have been 
raifed up of late ; and that the number of members 
have much decreafed*" Thedecreafe is certainly not 
univerfal i there are fome flouriftiing churches within 
the diftri^t. As the Baptifts have decreafed, the 
Methodifts in many places have increafed* It is not 
fo eafy to account for this change. Does it arife from 
the Arminian doi^rine being more palatable to the 
felf-righteous heart of man? Or have they been more 
induftrious in propagating their do(!^rines I O^ have 
they fucceeded, as in fome other places, in driving 
the Baptift preachers, imperceptibly, to dwell too 
much upon high Calvaniftic points, to the negledt of 
'the more fimple, but more important principles of 
chriftianity? If we v/ere to calculate principles ac- 
cording to the weight of talents by wl^^ich they are 
fupported, Baptift principles ought to prevail within 
the KetQCion Aiibciation as much as in any fee- 



THE REGULAR fiAPtlSTS. 297 

tion of Virginkj if not more. The talents of the 
jeading preachers in thofe partsy ftaiid in the firft row» 
After all is faid, the advcrfity or profperity of reli- 
gion, in any place j is often wrapped in myftery too 
dark to be penetrated by mortal vifion^ The ways 
of God are paft finding out. It is not impoffible, be- 
fore this generation pafTeth iway, that the fon of man 
may come in power and demonftration of hh fpirit, 
for the falvation of thoufands , and quickly place his 
people above all competition. 

Having thus given a general account of the rife and 
progrefs of the Regular Baptifts, we fhall now pro^ 
ceed to furnifli details refpefting their proceedings in 
a^ciations and churches. 
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CHAPTER XXVir. 

Th^ PrQceejdings of the KetoBon AJfociation, from, 
theinjirji (JpiiJiitutiQu until this Date. 

It has been already ^own, that the firft Regular 
Baptift churches in Virginia Were united to the Phi- 
ladelphia Aflbciation ; but held yearly meetings among 
themfclves, in which many things were, attended to, 
fuch as arc commonly done at aflociations, and by 
which they were ripened for independence. In 1765, 
they were difmifled from the Philadelphia Aflbcia- 
tion ; and on the 19th of Augufl:, 1766, they met by 
their delegates at Ketodlon, in Loudon* Their firft 
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meeting being at Ketodlon, the aflbciation took that 
name. There were only four churches of this order 
in Virginia j all of whom Yfptc reprefented by their 
dejegates as follow ; 

KetoStQUs John Marks^ John Loyd. 

Smith's and Lynville's Creeks John Alderfbn, 

MUlcteek^ John Garrard, Ifaac Sutton. 

Broadrun^ D^tyid Thomas, J pfeph J . Metcaff. 

The minutes of this aflTociation lay nothing of their 
appointment for moderator or clerk, nor of their 
numbers, nor of their regulations of any kind, except 
a refplution to fend to the Philadelphia Affociation 
for inftrucSions with regard to this aflbciation. By 
which they probably meant fuch rules and regula- 
tions as h^d been, or fhould be advifed by the mother 
affociation, An affeftionate and exhortatory circular 
letter was <:pnn?(Sted tgf the minutes^ 

The bufinefs tranfaded in the Ketodon, is fo ana^ . 
logons to ^hat pf the other affociations already com- 
mented on, that it is quite unnecei]&ry to detail i we 
Ihall thetffore, in a kind of table, reprefent the times 
and places, &:c. of holding the affociations, and then 
make fome few general remarks upon the whole. 

The firft meeting pf the Ketodon Affociation in* , 
cl^^dcd the third Sunday in August as one of the days 
on which tjjey \vere together. This has continued 
ever fince. The ^ay pf affembling has been changed 
from Saturday to Friday, and from Friday to 7'hurf- 
day J which laft has continued for many years. 
Thurfday and Friday ^re deyptfd to the bufinefs of 
the affociation, Saturday and §unday tp preaching and 
public miniffrations. Until 1770, neither the num- 
ber baptised nor the totals are minuted. In a few 
fubfequent years alfp |:hey ar? omitted. 
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In 1789, the Kjetodlon Aflbciation was divide^ 
into two, by a line running frorti the Potomac 
a fouth courfe. The diftridt above this line retain- 
ed the name Ketodjton^ the other was called Chap- 
pawamfick. The diftrifts met feparately until 1792, 
when they again united. Some attempts at adiyilion 
have fince been made, but haye not fucceeded. 

For more than twenty yeajrs a^ftei: the aflbciation 
was organized, the cuftom of laying on hands upon 
all perfons immediately aifter they >yere baptized, was 
invaViably prad:ifed in this affociat^on. It was'an ar- 
ticle in their confeffion of faith, and theVant of it, 
was deemed by many a bar to coipmunipn. After 
the great revival, firft the neceffity, arid then the pro- 
priety of it, began to be queftioned, until it was final- 
ly difufed ; and in the revifal of the confelBon of 
faith that article was expunged. 

In i79i> a cafe was brought before the aflbciatiotv 
which produced confiderable agitation. James Hut- 
chinfon, who was born in New Jerfey, butraifed in 
Loudon county, Virginia, had gone to Georgia, and 
there firft became a Methodift and then a Baptift 
preacher. Previous to his joining the Baptifts he had 
been baptized by a Methodift preacher. When he 
offered to join the Baptifts of Georgki it was made a 
queftion whether his baptifm, being performed by an 
unbaptized perfon, was valid. The Georgia Baptifts* 
decided that it was valid. 

In the year above mentioned, Mr. Hutchinfoa 
came to Virginia to lee his relations in Loudon coun- 
ty. While he was there, his preaching became ef- 
fed:ual to the converfion of many. Mr. Hutchinfon 
baptized them. Thefe things ftirred up the quefti- 
on in the Keto^ton Aflbciation, whether the baptifm 
of Hutchinfon and his new difciples, was valid. The 
decifion herd, was juft the reverfe of the decifion in, 
Georgia. They determined not to receive cither him 
or thofe baptized by him, unless they would fubmit 
to be rebapti^ed. After (ome time they confentedj^ 
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and tHe ordinance was readminiftered. Theiir pro- 
ceeding on this occafion, was more ftrift than that of 
iny other aflbciation upon the fame fubjedt. The 
queftibn has been before moft of the affociations, at 
one time or other ^ and in every other inftance they 
either deemed it unnecefTary to rebaptize, or left it to 
the confcience of the party to* be rebaptized or not. 
The arguments were : That the moft important pre- 
requifite to baptifm was faith in the fubjeft. That, 
ahhough it was expedient to have a fixed rule for 
qualifying perfons for the adminiftration of the ordi- 
nances, yet the want of fuch qualifications in the ad- 
miniftrator, ought not to be viewed as having fufiicient 
weight to invalidate the baptifm. On the other hand 
it vvas argued: that if fuch baptifm was fandlioned, 
every thing like ordination might be difpenfed with : 
•That, ordination 'was not only expedient, but an in- 
ilitution of the bible, and therefore indifpenfible : 
That fuch proceedings, if allowed, might go to great 
lengths, and, ultimately, produce confufion. 

About the fame time the afTociation was confulted 
as to the propriety of a church's requiring of each 
.of her members to contribute to the expenfes of the 
church according to their property. The aflbciation 
determined that a regulation of that kind in a church 
was lawful, and that perfons that would not fubmit to 
it deferved to be excluded from the privileges of the 
church. It was eafy for the churcn to ask, and for 
the aflbciation to give her advice ; the correftaefs of 
which cannot be doubted upon right principles. But 
*it was not quite fo eafy to execute. The attempt 
was made in fome of the churches, but in confequence 
of the violent oppofition it met with, they defiftcd 
from it. 

In 1787, the lawfulnefs of hereditary flaveify was 
debated in this aflbciation. They determined that 
hereditary flavery was a breach of the divine law. 
*rhey then appointed a committee to bring in a plan 
^of gradual emancipiation ; which \yas accordingly 



304 6IST0RY OP THE 

doiie. They were treading upon delicate grouhdi 
It excited confiderable tumult in the churches ; and 
accordingly, in their letters to the next aflbciationi 
they remonftrated fb decidedly^ that the aflbciation 
refolded to take no farther fteps in the biifinefs. 

The aflbciation took up thefubje<9: olthe General 
Meeting of CorrefpondencCi at different periods ; but 
in every iriftancc decided againft encouraging it. 
There are however, withiii the limits of the diftrift, 
a very refpefta^ble party who ar6 favourable to the 
inftitution of thd General Meeting ; and it is hoped^ 
that at no very diftant day, the whole affociation will 
difcover how fequifite fuch a meeting is, towards pre* 
ferving peace and uniformity^ among a great ptbple^ 

The office of moderator has been difcharged by 
Meffrs* Friftoe, Moorei and Miinroe^ alternately; 
each of whom feems to poflcfs the 'qualifications re- 
quifitc to fill the chair with dignity and skill* 

Their ftanding clerk, for many years, has been Mn 
Thomas Buck. It is not prefumable they will want 
any other, as long as he is willing and able to aft* 
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CHAPTER XXVIIL 

Hi/iorical Sketches of the Churches in the Keto^u 

Affociation^ 

KETOCTON* 

Of the origin of this mother church fome account 
has been already given in the general hiftory of the 
Regular Baptifts. After Mr. Garrard had removed 
to Millcreek, the care of the church fell to elder 
John, Marks. From the time that their numbers 
firft appear on the minutes, until the prefent day, 
there has been very little variation. From which 
we infer, that their courfe has been even and fmootli. 

Elder J. Marks, mentioned above, mpved frona 
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Perinfylvania into Virginia, either with Mr- Gar- 
rard or about the fame time. He was rather at an 
advanced ftage of life when he came ; but fettling in 
a healthy country, and beirfg very temperate and re- 
gular in his life, he lived to be very old. He died 
about the year 1786 ; having from firft to lad main- 
tained a fpotlefs reputation for piety and fteadinefs. 

As a preacher, he was found andTenfible, yet cold 
and phlegmatic Being a poor man and obliged to 
iabour for his fupport, his minifterial fervices were 
confined within a fmall circle. To this circumftance, 
added to hiis cold and dry method, may he afcribcd 
hjs not beirig more fuccefsful. For fome years, this 
mother church was without any regular paftor. Mr'. 
William Gilmore, a warm and adtive preacher from 
Maryland, having lately fettled witjiin the limits of 
a neigbouring church, has confented to attend them 
ftatedly. 

LITTLE RIVER . ^ 

Was fome of the early fruits of Rev* D.Thomas's 

miniftry in Virginia. In this work, however, he 

was powerfully aided by Rev. Richard Major,- their 

firft pkftor, . For although the firft feed were fown 

by Mr. Thomas, yet Mr. Major watered and nouf- 

iflied the plants until he brought them to perfeiftion. 

So rapidly did the gofpel fpread iii this church, that 

jiift two years after they were conftituted, they were 

the moft numerous church in the aflbciation ; having 

two hundred and feventy two inembers. Her 

branches^ however, extended into the neighbouring 

parts. . When any of thefe branches became fuffici- 

^ntly numerous, they were conftituted into nev* 

churches ; by which, the mother church was redu* 

ced in' nuncibers. Dunng Mr, Major's life, they 

were a happy and united people, greatly attache^ to 

their minifter. After his death, they were wathout 

any legulat paftor for fome y art*. Lately, they ha\re 

o a 
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chofen Rev; Hobcrt Latham as thieir paftor, who is 
a maij of gifts, and who negleBs not the gijts that are 
in him. 

NEW VALLEY 

Was formed partly by emigrants from Pennsyl- 
vania, and partljc by converts in Virginia. : Their 
firft paftor moved from Great Valley, in Pennfylva- 
nia, and fettling here, took the care of this church • 
He was not much diftinguifhed ; and the church 
feems to have trodden in his fteps, as to her religious 
profperity. She was reprefented by her paftor in the 
aflbciations, until 1778. After that time, her name 
appears tid more upon the minutes until 1793, and 
then fhe has only thirteen members. For eight or 
ten years after tnis, they feem ftill to have been a de- 
clining people ; but for four or five years paft, they ap- 
pear to be looking up. Mr. Gilmpre's labours here, 
as well ^ in moft pf the plaices where he preaches, 
fecm to he attended by a divine bleffing. 

GPOSE CREEK. 

This church exhibits proof Jiow 'much good may 
be done by adlive and intelligent private members j 
who, like Aquila and Prifcula, arfe willing to be 
hdpers in Chri/i Jefiis. It does not appear, during 
the thirty five years they have hecn afting as a 
church, that they ever had any regular paftor ; and 
yet there are few churches in the aflTociation whofe 
jpourfehas been more profperous.* 

LEEBBURG and EBENEZER. 

Thefc are young churches that have not been dif- 

• * ' 

* The compiler thints it worthy of note, that in his frequent 
tnd^Stgent i^feardbeB of the Minutes «f the^ s^ociation, he has 
jiiot obfervsluiingle feflion m^MFhichthi^ church has notheeftre- 

{^refented. He has not been informed of her internal order ; but 
I'e infers from what he has learned^ that (he is ai home as well as 
abroad, a dutifi^l and obedient dctUghter of Salem. 
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tiaguiihed for any thing very rcmarkahk, , Neither 
of them at prefent have any refident paftor . Eben^i. 
;2er has however the ftated fervices of William Frif- 
toe.. Leesburg is frequehtly vifited by Jeremiah 
Moore. Thefe old, faithful, a,ad laborious fervants 
qf the moft high God, through the fcarcity of preach- 
ers> are under the neqeffity of ferving feveral congre- 
gations befides thofe in which they are fefidents. 

NORTH FORK. 

V This church was once under the care of elder At* 
deribn Weeks^* a preacher of acceptance and ufeful- 
iiefs. Of late, ^Ider William G^lmore has become 
their paftor ; and under his' miniftry God has granted 
^ema precious revival. Returns of twenty fix bapti- 
zed, were m^de to the laft aflbciation, and the work was 
iliilgping on. Mr. Gilmore is fpoken of as a young 
preacher of good talents, and who is willing alfo to 
pccupy tl^em,* 

ALEXANDRIA, 

In the pity pf $hat name, though not a large, is ^ 
4rcfpe<9:&hje church. They are the fruits of elder 
Moore's minifterial labours, and with whom they 
gre a very favourite people ; ^hile th^y oi;i their parf, 
jreciprocate his tender regard. ^ What more glorious 
fight on earth, than a pious and affedionate people 
receiving the tidings qf peace and fp^lvation, from pi* 
pus, animating, and affedion^te minifters ? The Me*: 
thodifts have taken tlie lead of late years, in Alexan- 
dria : indeed, in moft of the large towns in Virginia, 
they have greatly out-ftripped the other chriAian 
fcfts. Whether their government being more ener- 
getic than that of the Baptifts, is on that account 
better ic^apted to the diforderly habits of a town ; or 
whether tneir frequent change of preachers tends to 

* 

* Mr. We^ksi the firft paftcnr of thi« phurch, moved to Bedford, 
«nd there h^s the care of a church. We prefume it b the fam-e 
foan. 
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gratify that tafte, which, (like that of the Atheniansy, 
prompts them to tell or tohearjome new thing; or 
whether, having influence with their preachers, they 
ftation their b?lt ones in populous cities, (which is 
not the cafe with the Haptifts) ; cannot be eafily de- 
cided. The friends of the Baptifts, in fome places, 
Jiope, that at no diftant day, the fcene will be changed. 

FRYING PAN 

Has beert a larger church than ^ it is at prefent. 
Many of the members moving to other parts, and 
there being little or no revival to fill up the vacancies^ 
they have for fome years bad rather difcouragin^ 
profpeclts. 4, -^ 

Elder Jeremiah Moore, their prefent paftori is about 
fixty four years of age. He was born 7th of June, 
1746, in the county of Prince William, of paretits in 
the middle rank of life, and raifed in the Proteftant 
Epifcopal church. At about feventeen years of age, 
he heard Rev. David Thomas preach y by which his 
thoughts were turned upon facred things. He had * 
never given into the daring vices of the age, but was 
rather virtuoufly inclined, having from a very early 
period^ had fome legal notions of religion. His con-* 
vidlions were extremely pungent, and lafted a confi- 
derable length of time. At laft a revelation of the 
Redeemer's fullnefs to fave the greateft of finners, 
was made to his mind, and he rejoiced in the hope of 
his glory. His firft profeflion of gface, vi^as in the 
year 1772, and he foon was baptized. 

Mr. Moore is not only a preacher but a writer* 
He publifhed a few years fince, two or three treat- 
ifes in defence of his principles ; in which very con* 
fiderable ingenuity is difplayed. 

His call to the miniftry has fomething wOrthy of 
note. His mind being previoufly mtich agitated be- 
tween his impreffions to preach, and his ajiprehen- 
fions of unworthineis, God decided his doubts, by 
impreffing upon his mmA, in a diftinguifhed manner^ 
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thefe words : ^* NegkB iiot the gift that i$ in theeV* 
followed quickly by thefe : " Shtdif tojliow tkyftlf 
approved a workman that needeth "hot to be afliamed.'* 
After this, he commenced preaching, fully perfuaded, 
weak as he felt liimfelf, that God hid called him. 
Perfecution and afflidlion are faid to be proof of a mi- 
hifter's call. Mr. Moore foon had this proof. Ir) 
1773, while he was preaching in the bounds of the 
church called Difficult, amagiftratd attended by the 
reflor of the pariih, had him arrefted by a coniUbie 
and ordered to prifon. His mittimus was written in 
thefe remarkable words : *^ I fend you herewith the 
body of Jeremiah Moore, who is a preacher of the 

..^ofpel. o^ Jefus Chrift, and alfo a ftroller,'' &<. 
This was fomewhat'fimilar to Pilate's infcribing over 
the crofs of Chrift, ** j£fus of Nazareth King oj' the 
Jews:" Mr. Moore efcaped this imprifonment by- 
obtaining legal licenfe' for places of preaching. 
' At another time, a lawlefs mob, headed by two 
magiftrates feized Mr. Moore, and another preacher 

^ that was with him, and carried themc^ff to duck 
them. After they, had ducked Mr. Moore's compa- 
nioa, the|^ difchar^ed them both. Thefe, added to the 
icoiFs and ignominious reproaches unjuftly thrown 
upon him, were a part of his early fufferings in his 
Mafter's fervice. It is now little lefs than forty 
years fince he began to preach, during all which time 
he has laboured with increafing diligence.* 

In point of talents Mr. Moore certainly ftands 
in the front row of Virginia preachers. His perfon 
and voice are extremely advantageous ; his flyle is 
ftrong and energetic, and indeed elegant ; efpecially 
as he had not the advantages of a refined education ; 
his ideas are brilliant, and really flow upon him 
fo abundantly, that by fome of his friends it has been 
'" . \ ' 

* In 1^95, Mr. Moore preiich^ed at a General Committee, in 
Louifa, wlijere the coaipiler heard him obferve, that he had tra- 
velled and preached difHnces fufRcient to reach twice round the 
^vorld. He has loflr no time fmce that. 
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tKoughfc rather a hurt, as it prevented him frorama* 
king fo clear an arrangement as he, might otherwife 
do. He is well verfed in the fcripturea ; and with- 
out doubt, often gives lucid expla^iations of mjfteriou$ 
texts. His fyftem is high Calvinifm^ which* he 
preaches with great ingenuity : and indeed, fome of 
his vvarmeft , friends are of opinionjj that his ^talents 
an4 temper tending that way, has fometin^s pron^pt- 
ed him to enter unfeafoaably upon Ifhe rny^teripus- 
points in that fyftern;and, thereby to deaV out (q 
weak ftomachs, meats too ftrong for their digeftion. 
His talent for pulpit fatire, is probably equal to suiy 
man's in Virginia. This ^he is thought, tometimes, 
j to throw out rather too lavifhly. upon his opponents^ 

; Solomon {zys. Though you hmy a fool in a mortar^ 

i yet will not //i^ faoliflmefo^ deipart from him^ . If th^c 

be correA, then it is better fometimes, wo/ /q anf^er 
afoolaccor/JingtohisfoUy^ 

Finally, admitting thefe inaccuracies, yet it is 
doubtful whether any preacher in Virginia has f un a 
more honourable coarfe than Mr. Moore > honourable 
to his God, honourable to himfelf, and honourable tp 
his people* His age foretells, that the Cfown of glory 
will not await him much longer, 

BULL RUN 

Ha§ been a more numerous chwch than at pr^fent^ 
; V^hen the gofpel was carried here by the admirable 

and amiable Richard Major, a great revival of religi- 
on arofe ; fo that in a little time a church, was confti- 
tuted, having one hundred and twenty fix members. 
From the conftitution of new churches, ike. their 
number had become fomewhat redi^ced, until about 
1792, they had the fmiles of heayen, and ^arge addi- 
tions were made. Not many leis than a hundred were 
baptized ; by which this church rofe to higher prof- 
peri ty than flic had ever previoufly enjoyed. Aftcjf 
the lofs of Mr, Major, they employed Thomas Bridg-^ 
es as their preacher. His conduct while among them. 
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was approved of, as far as it was knoWn ; infomuch, 
that wiien he lett them, they gave hirn a letter of 
commendation. It was after he left them, that his 
nefarious pradlices were made manifeft.* 

DIFFICULT AND POPESHEAD 

^ Were once large and increafingchureHcs, being the 
mother of many pious and ofeful meriibers; many 
of whom moved off to the weftern counfry. See 
the note under the Keto<flon table* 

OCCOQITON 

Is the only church wholly in Prince William coun- 
Vf. she was raifed under the rriiniftry of David 
Thomas, and had him as their paftbr for fome time. 
Their prefent paftor is elder Philip Spiller, a preach- 
er who confines his labours chiefly to his own "vicini- 
ty. His church has rather increafed, of late years. 

CHAPPAWAMSICK. 

This church has been much diftinguiflied among 
her fifter churches, in the Ketodon Affociation. 
From her, have been conftituted feveral of the neigh- 
bouring churches ; and in her, were raifed fome of the 
moft eminent minifters of the goipel, that have ever 
appeared in the afl'ociation. William and Daniel 
Friftoe^ Jeremiah Moore, and Williaixi Grinftead, 
are all fons of Chappawamfick. 
' When Mr. Thomas firft began to preach in thefe 
parts, he met with violent oppofition. Public wor- 
ihip was fometimcs prevented by the enemies of re- 
ligion. To pleale God is to oifend the devil. Satan 
ftlt his throne Ihake, and. was. determined to prop it 
nvith the pillars of darknefs. Perfe6ution, fcoffe, re- 

^Of late, the compiler has had an opportunity of frequently 
feeing Bridges in the penitemiary. He profeffes to h&ve repent- 
ed, and to hope that he has obtained pardon of ^od for all his 
crimes. His Ifeepers and fellov/ prifoners fay that h^ has great- 
ly reformed; 
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pf caches, falfe reports, &c,^ were tried; But all La 
viin. They fell before the gofpel^ as the walls of 
Jericho fell before the blowing of the rams' horns. 
Mr- Thomas fo wed the firft feed ; which were water- 
ed by his minifterial fons William and Daniel Frif- 
toe, and in a few years,, by Mr. Moore alfo. So ra- 
pidly did the word increafe among them, that in 

. X770, three years after the conftitution, they had cue 
hundred and feventy fix^ members. And the follow- 
ing year, after difmiffing thirty fix members to form 
th,e Potomac church, they had remaining two hun- 
dred and twelve. The next year difmiffing ninety 
{even at once, to form Brent Town church, they 
were reduced to 116. From tins period, Chappa- 
wamfick gradually declined for many years. Willi*, 
am Friftoe had fallen into Potomac, anxl Daniel in- 
to Brent Town; fo that the mother church was rather 
deftitute. About 1786, William Friftoe returned 
and continued among them for many years. In the 
great revival, about 179 1 and 1792, this church arofc 
from the duft and put on her garments of praifc. 
Her number from being very fmall, increafcd^to 
nearly a hundred : after the revival fubfided, ano- 
ther winter fucceeded^ Times grew fo difcouraging, 
that Mr. Friftoe had ferious fears that God had re* 
moved the candle ftick, and that he would no more 
be gracious to the people of this vicinity. With 
thefe impreffions, he ipoved fome diftance up the 
country; This took place about 1 801 or 1802. A 
few years previous to Mr^. Friftoe's removal, Mr* 
William Grinllead had been baptized. Mr. Friftoe '$ 
deje<Sed feelings were caught by Mr. Grinftead. 
He was filled with anxiety. At length he felt im* 
preflions to look out for a reinedy. He himfelf be* 
gan to exhort J and from that to preach. .Godfmi- 
led ; his labours were blefled ; and more than fixty 
added to the church. ** God works in a myfterious 
way." Had Mr. Friftoe continued, Mr. Grinftead 

"' according to human views, might ngt have become 



tt^Jb^ 



KEfl^d'CtOK A^JSOCIATION. . 3l3 

a preacKeri Undet elder^ Grinftead's riiiniftry, tliey , 

/have been a happy people. Mr. Grinftead is a po- 
pular preacheri of pleafing manners, and cxtenfive 
gifts. 

Elder William Friftoe, thoiigh a confidetablc diA 
tance off, is ftill a member of Chappawamiick. He 
was borii about 1 748, in the county of Stafford* At 
a very early period of life, he heard the gofpel from 
the mouth of David Thomas. He became feriously 
ImprefTed, and ftrove to do many^ things in a legal 
way, to obtain divine favour. When *cvery refuge 
failed, he ' call his care upoh Chrift ;. and found in 

' him- a rich fupply of pardoning, fa ving love. Al- 
though but a mere youth, he felt irppreflions to 
preach ; and accordingly, at about nineteen years of 
age, he began to appear in public for that facredpur- 
pbfe. He demeaned himself with fo much gravity 
and prudencey that no man could defpife his youth. 
As he grew older, he extended his labours, lo more 
diflant parts. Wherever he went, his pleaching was 
more Or fcfs effeftual in the falvation of finners. 
Stome of the moft eminent preachers in Virginia^ 

• owned hiim as their fpiritual father. Lunsford, Ma- 
Ton, Hickerfon, with fe vera! others, received the ti- 
dings of peace from his lips. In 1774, when about 
*twenty fix years of age, he was chofen moderator to 
the affociation, although all the older preachers were 
prefent. From that time, he often difcharged the 
duties of that office. His zeal, like a lamp fed by 
inexhauftible ftores of oil, has never been extinguifli* 
ed; indeed, has feldom .burnt dim. Forty three 
years o^wearinefs bvd painjulnefs have not, yet made 
him weary in well doing. His infirmities of body, 

' for many years,, have been conftantj yet, maugre all, 
he travels alrnoft inceflantiy, and deals out the food 
of life to the hungry flocks. He attends three or 
four different congregations ftatedly ; and thefe at a 
confiderable diftance from each other. 

. P 2 
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In the pulpit, though not verfed in th^ learning of 
the fchools, he difplays abilities, which many dodofs 
of divinity have not attained. His language, though 
plain, is ftfong and nervous. . His manner is folemn, 
as one having authority. He is a ftrong Calviniil in 
his principles, and preaches them full as much as is 
proper, Mr. Friftoe's age and infirmities, indicate 
that he will be fent for ere long^ to receive his re* 
ward. 

Mr, Frifloe, by the appointment, or rather,. at the 
requeft of the KetoiSon Ailbciation, undertook to 
write her hiftory. His book came out in the year 
1809. 

WHITE-OAK 

Appears firfl on the minutes of the aflbciation, ia 
the year 179 s having been taken oiF from Hartwoody 
and conftituted under the carq of Andrew Leach* 
He continued paftor for many years, during which, 
they had many trials as well as comforts. A few 
years pad, he removed to Nanjemoy, in /Maryland 1. 
Since his removal, they have obtained the minif- 
terial attention of elder Hipkins Pitman, a refident 
within the bounds of Gpfhen AiTociation ; in con- 
sequence pf which, they were difmiffedln 1809, to 
join the Goihen. They have had a fniall revival of 
late. 

HARTWOOD. 

T J , * . 

I •' ' 

This -church was formerly called Potomac, but 
in 1785, changed its name to Hai'twood. They were 
under the care of elder William Friftoe, Mr. Frif^ 
toe remarks in his hiftory of the KetocSon Aflbcia!- 
tion, that " the weaknefs of her members in com- 
tnon^ was fuch, that fhe was fcarcely ever able to di- 
redt Jief own difcipline : yet put of her arofe a num- 
ber of ufeful, and fome very eminent gifts, viz. Luns- 
fbrd, TVIafon, Hickerfon,'and feveral others that arc 
Icfs known abroad/' ]\Ir; Friftoe was" their mini f- 
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ter for ieveral years, during which time the above 
preachers were raifed up. After he ceafed to a<5t a^ 
pa (lor, they obtained the minifterial fer vices of elder 
John Hickerfqn, 

Since his death Ephraim Abel attends them irt the 
charafter of paftor. 

In this church arof^ James Garrard,- late governor 
of Kentucky, While in Virginia, he was diftin** 
g^iihedby his fellow citizens, and eled:ed to the af- 
fembly and to military appointments. After h<e 
inoved * to Kentucky^ he began to preachy 'and was 
thought to poffefs talents for the pulpit. He conti- 
nued to preach pntil he was made governor. For 
the honours of men, he refigned the office of God. 
' He relinquifhed the clerical robe, for the morefplen* 
did mantle of human power. The prophet fays to 
Ala, " if ye forfake God he will Jbrlafce you." It 
is not ftrange, that colonel Garrard, after fuch a 
fcourfe, fhould fall into inany fodlifli aftd hurtful 
ibares.^ Vy'hile governor, he had for his fecretary 
]H, Tpjiimin, faid to be a tranfatlantic Socinian 
preacher, but a than of talents. Through this man, re-* 
port fays, governor Garrard fell into the Arian or 
§ocinian fchenie. Through the gdvernor, many 
bthers were corrupted; until a ferious and diftreffing 
fchifm took place.* So it remains at this time. It 
is due to governor Garrar4 to fay, that his conduct 
has been orderly^ and indeed gentlemanly; and that 
lie has honoured every other charafter which he has 
^ver aflumed, except the one, which of all others, he 
ou eh t to have valued. 

 BROAD RUN. 

The origin of this church is treated of in our gene- 
ral hiftory of the Regular Baptifts. Sincd that time 

* Let it be tried a tlioufand times, and in nine hundred and 
mnety nine cafes jit will be *ound, that pr^chers. who aini at 
worldly hondurs, will.be coippktely ruined, or greatly d^jareckt- 
ted as preacher*. 
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their courfe has been regular and fleady . Thpy hav^ 
not, for many years, had any refident paftor ; yet 
they were attended ftatedly, for a length of time, by 
elder William Friftoe. They are bleffed with z 
Xiumbcr of yaiuabie private members, wnofe. a<5tions 
Jay, that their right h^nd fliall forget her cunning 
before they forget Jerufalem. 1 hey are |iot fo nu- 
jnerous as in the days days of their youth. 

. * * ' . * ' 

THUMB RUN 

Was planted by the labours of Mr,. William Fril^ 
toe, who continued to attend them monthly for a long, 
time, although he lived j^t the diftance of forty miks;^ 
For liiany years the church dwindled, until they werei 
^Ijnioft {reduced to nothing; but being revived; in a 
(inall degree, about i b02, they grew to about fifty 
menibers. A few years pajft they had another com- 
fortable revival ; by \yhich they have arifen to, their 
prefent flatc. It does not appear, that they have 
ever had any regular paftor, but have beea yiiited by 
the preachers of the adjacent churches. They have 
fome zealous and active private members. The la- 
hours of Mr. t^atham, who is at prefent their occa- 
fional paijor, liave been blefled among then>. 

BRENT TOWN. 

l^his church was ftricken off from Chappawam- 
fick, under, the paftoral care of the indefatigablo 
Daniel Friftoe. They were a very happy and united 
people during the timeof iVJr. Friftoe's continuance 
among them. By his death, they fuftained an almofl 
irreparable lofs. . They have finCe pafled through, 
many perplexing fcenes at different- times t and have 
alfo ,enjoyed fonie heavenly feafons. Their ftate may 
be faid to have been, rather a declining one. . 

XJPPER CARTER'S RUN. 

: Was once a tolerably profperous church ^ but by 
the removal of her paftor, with Tome other caufc5> 

** . ,  
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flie declined ; iiiitil (lie has difappeared from the mi- 
flutes of the afiuciation.* 

LONG BRANCH 

Was farmprly under the care of elder John Mun- 
roe. Their courfe has iiot been marked by any thing 
iingular* Elder William Grinftead-is their prefent ^ 
ipinifter, thftugh living at fome diflanee' from them* 

BACK LICK 

'V'^^as firft called Accotink, bilt ;aflumed her prefent 
mmG about 1792. She was made up of members 
taken, off from Popeshead and DiiScuit churches. 
Her firft minifter was Henry Hagari, a preacher of 
fome diftindt ion. ' -He died about 1793. Mr. Moore ! 
then preached for them for feme time. Of late> they 
have had no ftated miniftry. They have Had, at diif- 
ferent times, fome pleafarit revivals, and majf be faid 
to.be.a church of very refpeftable ftanding. 

HEDGEMAN's RIVER. ^ 

This church lies upon the borders of Fauquier and 
Culpepper. Th^ members of which fhe Ayas firft 
compofcd, were difmifled from Hartwood, for that 
pufpofe, anno 179 1 J They had Rev. john^Hicker- 
fon for their preacher, from th^ time of their confti- 
.tufion, until he died. Since his death, thcg^ have had 
no ftated preacher. They have been a flourifliirjg 
church.' 

Elder John Hickerfon Was botn in Fauquier- 
His father, Nathaniel ^Hickerfon, is ftill living, 
John profefled to know the joyful found, when quite 
a young man. The following is a fbort reprefenta- 
tionof him given by Kev. Jeremiah Moore who was 
his Triend and intiiliate. *^ Brother Hickerfon was ' 
eminent for piety, zeal, and labpriousnefs, in the work 
of the xniniftry. - He'iteve^ l©ft fight of the precious 
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dodrincs of rich ftn4 fovereign graCd. Few, very few- 
have made equal prpgrefs in divine knowledge, who 
flood on the fame grou;i4^^ij:h hito. He died fud- 
denly of a cramp in the ftomacj^, at Leesburg Virgi- 
nia, on Saturday, the 28th of Ja^nuary, 1809. 

His remains were conveyed tp his mournful family, 
and interred, on Monday folloxying.''^ The foHowing 
verfes were compofed by Mr; Mopre, in. honour of 
his memory* . 

z Hark| Hark i what awful tidii^gfrfqar! 

What ftraias of grief we hear i 
The mighty herald IS no more, * ^ • 

^nd Zion drops the tear* 

j^ In mournful accents ihe complains. 

Ah, muft the mighty fftlll 
And Death, the tyrant, ever reign, 



3 Muft prophets and apioftlcs die, t,.. 

r And faints forever weep; 

i^ Muft ufeful gifts and virtue lid 

In death's eternal fleep ? 

1 ^ No! Faith forbids thefe mournful fighs, 

[^ And dries the flowing tear ; 

i>ees faints from fleeping tombs arife, 
And the great Judge appear* 

5 Then fhall the herald quit the tomb 
With flioats to fovereign Qrace. 

The day of full reward is coipe, " 
And faints m\|ft take their place. 

6 At Chrift's right hand, bis bride appear^^^ 
From fin and dej^th releafed ; 

Her eyes are waflied from grief and tears. 
Her foul is filled with peace. 

1 \ 7 Eternally his faints Iball fing 

His praile, in lofty ftf ains ; 
And heaven, with hallelujahs, fmg^ 
^* The Lordi the Saviour rtignf.'' 



SaUTH RJVER ' 

Has 4ways been a fmall church, but has h^d ibm« 

very worthy aiwi refpeftaW^ iiitmber^. ' 
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William Northern, who at prefont difcharges the 
duties of pallor, ,has npt be.eii,^ maiiy years,. in the mi* 
niftry . The pious own him as a meflenger of peace. 

' WATER LICK 

Was, in a confiderable degree, the fruit of the mi- 
niftry of Jlev. John Price; and he was their iirft paf- 
tor. After Mr. Price moved to Kentucky, they bad 
the fervices of Rev. James Ireland, until his death, 
Sinbe Mr. Ireland's death, God has raifedup for this 
and fome of the adjacent churches, the adive and 
ufefui Samuel 0*Hendreri. This church has pajfled 
through a courfe, hitherto, hot very profperous ^or 
very adverfe. 

Rev. John Price, their firft paftqr is a man of con- 
iiderable gifts. He a<3:edv for many years as clerk 
to the KetoiSon Affaciationj and was, /while in Vir- 
ginia, confidered a man of weight in religious cojn- 
cerns. In Kentucky likewlfe, he has been diftin- 
guilhed as a man of zeal and parts. By fome of his 
acquaintance, however, it has been thought that his 
zeal partook too much of the nature of party fpirit* 
In tbe difputes about hereditary flavery, Mr. Price 
took a very adtive part in favour of hereditary flave- 
ty. In the late unhappy divifions in that country 
refpedling the affair o^. .Jacob Creath and others, 
Mr. Price is on the fide of the minority' ; who feem 
difpofed to pufli things to extremes. In dif- 
putes, as inveterate as this has been, it is out of the 
queflionj in the eftimation of men influenced by pi- 
ous feelings, whether, in the merits of the cafe, this 
fide or that is right. Men prompted by difinterefted 
motives, for the love .of God, will fay to all parties, 
^ Are ye not carnal ?'* It is impoffible,' in difputes 
Carried on as that has been, but that both fides 
muft be wrong. It is charitable to hope that Mr. 
Price, and thofe refpeftable charafters engaged with 
him, will, in their laft days, fee better times, when- 
ever love fhall regain its ,afcendancy, and they fhall 
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ceafe to bite and devour one another. Thomas l3uck, 
' clerk to the affociation, is a member oF this chureh. 
'Hfe, though not a' preacher in words, is a preacher iir 

works. He is a mail of w^Ith« - ^ 

HAPPY CREEK. 

This chufch was firft called Low^er South River; 
* and has long been a church of good ftanding* Al- 
though never numerous^ there have always been 
tnembers in her communion, who were an honour to 
the caufe which they profefled. 

Mr. Ireland was their firft paftor. He refigned ; 
and after others had adled and- moved oft, he again 
became their preacher until his ..death. Mr.- Mar- 
ilialU the fecond paftor, was among the firft fruits :of ' 
the miniftry of the* Separate Baptift preachers 'in 
Fauquier, about Garter's Run. He foon becancie a 
very zealous and fuccefsful preacher/ From Carter's 
Pun he went to Battle Run, and preached to much , 
purpcfe. From thence he travelled over the Blue 
ridge, and preached in his zealous way upon Soiith 
river, where was a confiderable and rather fingular 
ftir.* Mr, Marftiall being a man of more v^armth 
than wifdom, more grace than gifts, did not obtain 
the paftoral care of a church at firft. After fome dif- 
ficulties, he was at laft chofeh paftor of South River 
now called Happy Creek. But moving to Kentuc- 
ky about 1782, he was fucceeded in the care of the 
church, by John Taylor, one of her own fons, Mr. 
Taylor alio, abput 1783, moved to Kentucky; and' . 
has been there, as Jie was in Virginia, a preacher of 
weight, wifdom, and ufefulnefs, • 

Benjamin Dawlbn, their prefent paflor, a few years 
paft moved into the yipper end of Fauquier ; and 
although not within the limits of Happy Creeks yet 
being convenient, he was called as thqir preacher. 



f 



* It is faid, that thofe religioufly esercifed, would bark as 
dogs. This ^xercife is faid not to have bew uncommon wheit 
the Jerks prevailed, in Kentucky. 
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He appears tb be highly cftimated by his fellow lati 
bourers in the aiIbcfation> and by his acquaintance "" 
generally. He is certainly a man of gifts^ a«Kl of Very 
pteafant ihannerS'. 

BETHEL 

Is ayoung church, taken off, as to the fififl mem** 
Wrs, from Buck Marfli; but h^§ iiuce increafed ra^ 




Samuel D'HendrQii, their paftor^ Is ayoim^ preachy 
er> in high eftimation wherever he is known. As 
thriving trees, fhow in fpting, bv their b1oiK>ms, 
thiit ripe fruit in plenty jMiaay by and by be gathered j 
.{6 Mr. Heridf;efn'$.preient exhibitions, indicate fome 
prepi^us and plenteous ingathering, at a future day. 
May neither frofls nor blafts corrupt or deftroy tlia 
/ipefling fruit ! 

BtJCK MARSH 

Has long becfn far the moft numerous church ifi 
the, KetO(Stof3[ Aiiticiation* This church was planted * 
by the labours of Daniel and William Frifloe and 
others. After thdr conftitution, they were joined 
by a confiderable number of members who^ \vere dif- 
miflcd from Mill Creek. Th^ diftance at which 
the two Mr* Friftoes lived, rendered it inconvenient '* 
for them to adt as ftated paftors j they therefore, , 
iJrocurfd the attepdance of Rev, John Garrard. Af- 
ter Mr. Garrard's death, Mr. Ireland became their 
paftor: which took place, about 178H. He continu- 
ed their faithful and fuccefslul paftor^ Until his death, 
in 1806. Mr. CoUins, the paftor of Zoar, a neigh-^ 
bouring church, then became their ftated minifter. 
He alfodied, anno 1808. Of late, Mr. Friftoe gives 
them, ft5|tcdly,his minifteriat labours, in much weak- 
nefs, J^ndinmuch.wifdom, viz. bodilv weaknefs and 
Xpiritpal wifdpm, the refult of above tbrty years* eS"- 
perience. , 
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"" This church was firft fo called by her paftor, be- 
caufe **yic ETtzs a littk one** Altnougli fomcwhat 
grown, they are ftill, buta fniall people. 

Mr. Chriftopher Collins, their firft paftor, was a 
man of a ftrong mipd greatly improved by ftudy and 
literary pivfuits. He moved from Weftmorclaiid 
to JefFcrfon, fome years after he was baptized; but 
Before he began to preach^ 'I'he gre^t dearth of 
good things in his new haWtation, ftirredup his fpi- 
rit to appear in the pulpit. Being advanced in life 
before he became preacher, his talents did not appear 
to advantage. ' As a preacher, he i^as rather dry and 
tedious^ yet what he iaid was fenfible, andhis Ist*- 
hours were owned of God for good* He kept a 
kind of diary of his religioiis moveniicnts j by refer- 
ing to which, he cqyxid tell every text, with the heads 
^f every difcourfe, he ever delivered or ever heard 
delivered. In his conduct he was very rematkable 
for a lingular corr^dnefs. He died regretted. ^by all 
defcriptions of ip^rfons, ' ' . ' \y -^ 

, ,Mr. Francis Moore, their pfefent paftor, has.b?eii 
labouring in the Vineyard but a few years. He com- 
menced after the death of Mr. Collins, arid was foon 
l-ecognized by the church, as their paftor* He is the 
foh of Jeretniah Moore, mentioned above, and is 
thought to have driink frointhe fame fountain. His 
niiniftry is thought already to have been produflive 
of gboa, and is faid to promife much and extend ve 
good, / 

MILL CREEK. ' 

This has been ihow^i to be th^ oldeft church in 
the Ketodpn Aflbciatiofi. (See General Hiftory of 
?C^g^l^^ Baptists;) Mr; Garrard continued to be 
their paftor until his death. After fome yfeaii; viz« 
;fbout 1788, they invited and obtained the ferviees of 
Kev, David l^homas. The church had become much 
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fmaller before Mr. Thomas became their paftor. 
For a feafoii they rejoiced in his miniftry ; but Ibme 
of the members becoming \*'ife in their own conceit, 
took it into their fancy, that Mr . Thomas preached 
falfe doctrine. It would be a wafte of time and pa- 
per to, ftate the ground of difpute. . It was \n fad a 
difpiitc, ahuoft about nothing. But, behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth. Out of this, 
they made out to ftir up a contention, that laft- 
ed feveral years, caufed a fchifm in the church, 
and interrupted the harmony of the aflbciation for 
feveral fcflions. The party who objected to Mr. 
'Thomas's dodrine, and who were exconvnunica- 
ted by the majoji^y, formed fomething like an in- 
dependent chjurch, offered to join the Philadelphia 
Aflbciation, got them a preacher, baptised feveral 
perfons, *nd really cauied no litjtlc difturbance. In 
1 8oO| however, the breach was healed in ? great mea- 
iiirc^ IVJoft if not all that had been expluded, were 
r^nftated, and thpfe that had been baptized by unau- 
thorifed perfons, were rebaptized. In the mean 
tii|^, Mr. Thonias^ difcouraged by thefe inaufpiciqus 
circumftances, added to fome other caufe, moved to 
Kentucky, where he is now living, but is ahnoft 
blind. After their unhappy difputes were fettled, 
the church invited Mr. John Hutchinfon, their pre- 
fent paftor, to come and live among them, and take 
the paftoral care. Since Mr- Hiitchinfoh has refided 
among them they have moved, in a more orderly and 
peaceable way. 

• Mr. Hutchinfon is refpeded as a preacher of gifts^ 
found in the faith andfuccefsful in doing good. 

TIMBER RIDGE. 

This is quite a new church raifed by the labours of 
Mr. Huchinfon. 
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. NORTH RIVER, CROOKED RUN, and . 

PATTERSON'S CREEK, 

Are new <:hurchcs ^ concerning which, nothing 
iriterefting is known, except that they are preached 
to by elder Johij Munroe z. praftitioher of phyfic. 
iT'he two laft of thefe are new church^s^raifed tip un- 
4er his labours. 

Doctor Munroe hasf long been engaged in the 
heavenly employment of difpenfing thegofpcl; and 
^as, when a refident of Fauquier, as well as fince 
llis removal to Hampfhire, f very fuccefsful preach- 
cr of the gofpeh In the pulpit, he is a man of fo- 
lemn digijity, warm addrefs, and (peaks as 6ne having 
authority. He frequently takes up contefted fub- 
jeds ; ^and his opponents fometimes complain^ that 
at.fuch feafons, he adminifters very ftrong corro- 
fives. The Dodbor^ however, independent of this, 
jpreaches. the ^ofpel'of peace, in power and demon- 
Juration of the Spirit. He is now getting old, ^d 
has p^'ofefled divine things froin early life, yet has 
maintained, from firft to laA, an unblameable'coiivcr- 
fation. 

As a phyfician, he has been in extenfive praftice, 
and generally viewed as a man of skill. 

NANJEMOY. 

This church lies in the ftate of Maryland j but hav- 
ing been raifed by the labours of preachers within 
the KetodtoB AflbciatiOn, they have hitherto conti- 
nued among them^ 
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CHAPTER XXfX, 

JiistQry q/ Greenbrier AJqciathn, incliidhig the\ 

Skelehes of Churches^ 

Befides the churches Weft of the Alleghany in 
Greenbrier and the adjacent parts, there were fojne 
like wife, formed more fouthward, on New river, 
&c. Thefe laft aflbciated with the Strawberry, ijut 
being very inconvenient, they were organized jin 
1793, as a fcparate aflbciation under the name jof 
New River Aflbciation. The churches in and about 
Greenbrier, aflbciated with the Ketotton ; but no]v, 
finding it niore convenient to unite with the Ndw 
River, they petitioned the Ketodon, and obuunedl a 
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difmiffion from them. And in 1795* became meni^ 
bers of New River, which then confifted of ten 
churches. The New River iVflbciatibn were in the 
habit of holding, what they called conference meet- 
ings, in which feveral churches united in communi- 
ftj^ii, &c. The Greenbrier churches :^lso met occcv- 
iionally in what they termed fpciety meetings.; in 
which, they proceeded ahhoft ip^h^ fame nianner a$ 
an aflbciation. They received letters an4 delegates, 
attended to the requefts bf churches, gave t}ieir ad-^ 
vice, and fent a circular le;ttet from each meeting, 
&. &c. The fdciety meetings, it feems had a I^apr 
py tendency towards ripening of them for a feparate 
aflbciation, which their inconveoient fituation, as it 
refpeded the other part of the New River diftrift, 
fcemed to demand. • After* aflbciating about fix years 
with the New River Aflbciation, they petitioned, 
and obtained leave to form a feparate conftitution. 
Mr. Ofburne mentions this fubjed: in the following 
WQjrds : ** The reafon which induced us to becorae aji 
aflbciation, was convenience. The New River Dif- 
trid Aflbciation being at fuch a difl^ncefrom us, made 
it inconvenient to attend. Brother Alderfon, John- 
ilon, and myfelf were delegated to attend the afibcia- 
jtian ; and while we were there, a motion was made 
by fome perfon, that we fliould become an aflbciate 
body by ourfelves. The next year, we accordingly 
petitioned to that eflecSt, and had our petition granted. 
This meafure threw my mind into a great exercise 
111 refpcifl to fupporting the dignity pf an aflbciation ; 
feeing, at that time, v^e had but four churches and 
three ordained minifters. Wljen f:he time cqirae for 
pur fociety meeting, in which wp were to confult 
\rhether we were to become an aflbciat:ion qr not, n\j'' 
mind was fo ovcrpovyered v/ith a fenfe of the greaf- 
nefs of the undertaking, that I was determined to op- 
pofe its conftitution ; but brother Alderfon being ap- 
pointed to preach the introduftory fermon, accord- 
ingly ^ll^ reached. In his fernftpn,he Aowed that God 
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did not choofe the Jews becaiffe they were numer* 
ous, but bccaufe they were few in number^ in 6r-r 
idcr to Ihow his power, and make himfelf a ^or/ous 
jiame* This difcovery bad its proper tftc^. f plain-- 
ly faw,that God could, of a handful of weak and de- 
fpifed outcafts, nmke a great people. Although preiT- 
^ on ev^ry fide, he will caufe them to grow ami 
thrive. Thus while we were but a weak and feeble 
band, wc were cojiftituted, in 1807, At that titm 
we were but four churches, now w€i are nine; with 
a hope that we fhall ftill continue to increa.fe-" 

They have continued to meet regularly^ fince their 
conftitution. The bufinefs of the aflbciation has been 
conduced prudently; atid at them, the preaching and 
otli^ public excrcifea have been often very powerful 
and'^itici^ly happy. Not having any of their mi- 
nutes, Ndetails of the proceedings of the affociations 
cannot be given. The aflQciation annually meet the 
Friday before the fecond Sunday ia September, and 
ccmtinue three days. Mr. John Alderfon has gene- 
rally aded as moderator, fometimes Mr. Jofiah Of- 
burne^ and Mr. Crutcbfield of late y^ars as clerk. 
Before him Mr. Ofburne was clerk* We ihall, 
therefore, proceed to the sketches of the churches ^ 
beginning with 

GREENBRIEk. 

_ ^ - ^ 

By giving a hiftorical relation of this church in 
particttlar, the reader will be informed of the firft rife 
of the Baptifts in thefe parts, feeing this is the oldefl 
church in the diftridt, and is, in a fenfe,'the motlier 
of the reft. They have been from firft to laft, a 
profperous people; yet, like all others, have had 
their ebbs and floods. By attending to Mr. Aldqr-- 
fon's memoir, we fhali fee her rife and progrefs. 

Mn Alderfon was born in the ftate of New Jerfey, 
and was the fon of Rev. John Aiderfun, a Baptift 
minifter of confiderable diftinifition. Bi^ father had 
"he paftoral oare of Lvninlie's Creek church, in Rock- 
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ifigham county i ^irhcfthis fon iirft mitred Xipon the 
rainiftry. ' • 

Mn Alderfon, in his communicatidnstatJie editor 
giveis the following account of his earfy life : 

' * M y fat hfef being much from home , and I being 
the oldeft fori, much dependance was placed oi> me> 
to take care of the farm : fo that I had very little o|>- 
portunity to learn; The chi6f of the .books that I 
read, were th6 bible iiid tlie Baptiftcat€Cbifna; %hieh 
laft I got by heart; and not only faidit otrer.at fchool; 
but alfo in thd public congregations, on Sunday s» 
after fermon. By thefe mean^ I Was kept froin all 
grofs immoralitiesi By an expfeffion dropt from my 
father, aftei* I had recovered from a very fevere fpell 
of ficknefs, my mind was very folemnly imprefled^ 
which I have never loft to this day- After paffing 
through a painful and tedious law wdrk^ in which, 
I would fet refolutions^ ind then break them i I b^^ 
came at laft, deeply concerned. I fought tfee Lord, 
with my whole heart; and at laft, obtained comfort, 
great comfort, by the application of thefe words^ : 
*' You are built upon the foundation of the apoftles and 
prophets, Jefus Chrift himfelf being the chief corncar 
ftone." Aftet many trials and doubts as, to ,my cojji- 
verlion, I began at laft to be exercifed about preaphr 
ing. I, at firft, thought it impoffible^ that fo weak a 
creature as I, could be called to preach : but baing 
perfuaded ^t kft, by many divine tokens, that it was 
the will of God, I entered upon the folemn work/' 

Odober> 17751 which was after the renjoval .of 
his father, he was inaugurated as paftor of Lynville's 
Creek church. A fliort time after this, he vifited 
Greenbrier, and finding a wild, uncultivated place, 
in which, Chrift and his crofs was feldom, if ever 
preached. His bowels yearned towards the people. 
He proclaimed among them the pure gofpel. It 
produced fome gracious confequences. 5pmjetime 
after his return liome, he was particularly fent for, 
t6 revifit Greenbrier. He v/cntj and found one per- 
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fon, at leaft, ripe for baptifna, whQra he received 
(being aided by two of his members who had remo- 
ved to thalt country) and baptised. 

At another vilit^ fome time after, he baptized tWo 
othersi On itm yifit> he began to meet with oppo- 
fitiori. Some, of the people held the Baptifts in very 
great contempt. He continued his miniftratiohs in 
Greenbrier, and continued them with fuccefs. God 
was with, him and profpered hini* The defert has 
bloflbmed as a rofe. 

Mr. Alderfon moved to Greenbrier to live, in the 
year 1777, and has ever fince continued among them 
in the fame place where he fir ft fettled. About this 
time the {ndian war broke ovjt ; arid the inhabitants 
of Greenbrier^ &c. were obliged to ihut theipfelves 
up in forts. This continued four vearsj and was a 
great hindrance to the progrefs of the gofpel. Mr. 
Alderfon, notwithftanding, cpntiriiicd his minifterial 
labours. After having preached to the inhabitants 
of one fort^ protected by a fmall guard, he would 
travel through woods and wilds, until he reached 
anothi^u < In fome of the forts, he was gladly receiv- 
ed and attentively heard. In others, he was fome- 
times much pppofed* One fort propofed to fhut 
their gat^s againft himj but (le finally obtained ad- 
mittance. At fome times he was threatened with 
, very rough treatment; but thefe threats were never 
executed- He continued his labours through thefe 
various difcouragenients. Neither cold, nor heat, 
liorftormfe j nor perils from favages ; nor perils from 
his own countrymen 5 nor perila from deftru<5tive 
beafts: nor iqward temptations^ nor outward afflic- 
tiqns,- retarded his labours. He that waa for him, 
was more than all that could be againft him'. Seven 
long years did Mr. Alderfon continue his work; 
during whichjjffti^ never heard or faw a Baptifl 
preacher excep£nimfelf« As many as two, or three Ji* 
cenfed itineran^t jprefbyterian pre4chcrs pafled though 
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the fettlement, in that time. Thefe pi-eachcd tile 
dcxflrine of fre6 grace^ and were acceptable to Mr. 
A. and his handful of members. 

Having gathered as many as twelve members, all 
^ of whom, with their preacher, confidered themfelves 
an arm of Lynville's Creek church; they petitioned 
the Ketbdon Aflbciation for helps, tliat tney might 
be organized as a church. One chief view which 
they nad, in applying to the aflbciatidn, was upon 
a hope, that fome other preachers might be fcnt 
among them. For, fome of the oppofers faid that 
they were entirely a new people ; and that there were 
none others in the world* In thefe hopes they were 
difappointed. The affociation replied; that if they 
wifhed to be conftituted, they had the power in their 
own hands. Accordingly, on the 24th of Novem- 
ber, 1781, they, by mutual confent, formed theoi- 
felves into a gofpel church called Greenbrier. They 
had a written church covenant, which they placed 
in the front of their church book. Mr. Alderfon of 
courfe, was their paftor* 

The next fpring the jf appointed a communion, or 
in other words, the adminiftration of the hords 
, fupper. Numbers came forward and requeued the 
privilege of communing With them.; to whom the- 
church replied, as might be expe<aed, tliat none were 
admitted to the communion, except they were pre- 
vioufly baptized, upon a profeffion of vital faith, 
' and had yielded rfiemfelves as members of the church* 
^\'hen they lieard this, many of 'them changed their 
tone and became cneiriies. 

In 1786, the 'wofk of God broke but, on the right 
hand and on the left, through different parts of the 
country; and continued until iy^o\ - In defcribing 
this revival, our informant, the l^v. Jofiah Olburne, 
makes ufe of the following languqipp : " In this revi- 
val, a number of members were added ; the mouths of 
gainfayers'werdftoppcd. , The peoples' mouths, ears, 
hearts, and doors, were all open to receive the word. 
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Now, the tfm^,of the finging of birds was come ; and 
the voice of the turtle was heard in our land. 
Which cau(ed the heart of the old mourning preach- 
er to rejoice in hi^ God, and to f^y with the prophet, 
Zion's cords are lengthened, and her ftakes are 
/Irengthened. Thus, where darkne fs reigned, and 
the favage yell was heard ; the unwilling captive led 
in chains, through the wildernefs to a land of ibr- 
row and worfe than Egyptian darknefs, to linger in 
fbrrow and pain the wretched remains of life ; the 
Lord opened a wide and ejffedtu^l door, for the preach*- 
ing of Jefus, by which nurnbers felt the virtue of liis 
blood, and were brought home to God/' In the 
midA of thefe goodly times, the Methodifts made 
their appearance, and raifed nofmall oppofition about 
do<arines. " They," fays our informant, '* took bro- 
ther Alderfon*s track; made his preaching places 
theirs. Nunabers under convidtion and in a hopeful 
way, joined them; and although alarmed by the 
preaching of the Haptifts, turned to be their perlecu- 
to^."' The revival being over, adeclenfion enfued. 
The love of many waxed cold, and fever^ were ex- 
cluded. Mr, A. now deplored the ftate of Zion. 
JBut God heard his groans. 

Indian Creek church, bithferto an arm of Green- 
brier, was conftituted in the year 1792, under die 
care of Mark Richards, a preacher who had been raif- 
ed up in the revival. In the conftitution of this 
church, Mr^ Alderfon obtained the aid of Mr. John- 
ilon, who was the firft Baptifl: preacher that ever viiit- 
ed thofe parts, after Mr. A.'s removal thither. Mr^ 
Johnfton finally became a relident. After the year 
1792, tifne^ became better; and they had a gradual 
irevival. Jn 1794> eider Jofiah Oiburne moved from 
Hardy county, and fettled in Greenbrier. He was 
^a great acceffion to Mr. A. who thus fpeaks of him : 
*^ Brother Ofburne, th^n a licenfed preacher, moved 
from Loft river. Hardy county, and fettled on the 
Big levels cf Greenbrier, where there was oiic arm of 
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our church : thanks to the Lord, wc have flood toge- 
ther (ever nncc." 

Mr Alderfon is now a yery old man, yet ftill la- 
bours as much ias ever, if not more. He has given 
up the world, as to its cares ; and is only waiting^ for 
the crown of life. 

BIG LEVEL?- 

This church was raifcd under the miniftry of elder 
Joliah Olburne ; except as to a few who had been 
baptizpd by elder Alderfon, previous to the removal 
oif Mr. Osburhe into that country. It has always 
plrofpere^ nioderatcly, and has enjoyed harmony and 
pieacc. An anecdote is toldbv elder Ofbufne refpedt- 
iiig this church, which appears worthy of notice. A 
irian by the name of Newel was feverely afHi£ted 
with convulfioh fits. He had* them fo violently, 
that his life was defpaircd of. Hie became a chriftian, 
arid was baptized. Since which, he has never had a 
fit within the knowledge of any perfon. How is this 
to be accounted for ? The unthinking will fay, it h^- 
pened fo. The philofophers, withput faith, will fay, 
it was owed to fome natural caufe 5 perhaps the bap- 
tizing effeded the cure; feeing cold bath& are fome- 
times beneficial in fuch cafes. But a fpiritual believ- 
er, will fee in it, ah unfeen hand, capable of working 
with or without natural caufes." 

Elder JofiahOiburne, paftor of the above church, 
was born March 5th, 1750, and raifed a Prefbyterian. 
His education wa almoft nothing; being fcarcely 
able to read when he grew up to manhood* Having 
received religious inftruftionfrom his parents, he had 
early exercifes about religion ; but altogether in a legal 
way. He continued his outward appearances, until 
he left his father's houfe. He then gave up all pre- 
tenfions to ferioufnefs ; and became openly vicious, 
until he was twenty eight years of age. He then 
heard a Baptift minifter preach. The word came 
home to his heart j and he felt himfelf under the 



GREENBRIKR ASSOCIATION. 333 

curfe of God's broken law. Hk couyidlipns became 
fo ftrong, that he defpaire^ pf mercy. ' His defpaif, 
however, was not of long continuance : in due feafon, 
Qod revealed his arm, and fliowed htm that he could 
jijftify finners without the de^ds of the law. He re- 
joiced in the difco very with unfpeakable joy. His im- 
preffions now led him to wifh to do fomething for a Re- 
deemer, who had done fo much for him. Bpt h? felt 
himifelf inpapable. He ftroye , for divine inftrudidn j 
and Qod applied forcibly to his mind this text; ** I 
have chofen — the things that are not, to bring to 
nought, things that afe»" He then yielded ; and be- 
gan to preach, yet under very great embarrailrnents. 
When a meeting woiild be appointed he thought that 
he Aypuld attend that, and would then decline for the 
future. Having obtained helpj he has continued from 
that day to this, preaching the gofpel of the kingdom* 
Mr. Oiburne's labours in the miniftry have been ex- 
ceedingly bleiled in the country where he refides. 

As a preacher, he ftands equal, if not fuperior, to 
tny in that country. He has ^, fing;ular turn for 
touching thq feelings: fo that,, at aflbciatipjis and 
great meetings, it is generally laid upon him, to clofe 
the meeting. In fuch cafes, God has often owned 
his exhortations, &c. to valuable purpofes* 

A few years paft> he was drawn itjto ^^ debate 
about believers' baptifm, by fome of. the Pedobap- 
tifts. In confequeuc0 of this, his mind was im- 
perceptibly led, to think much on this fubjedt ; and 
finally, to commit his thoughts to writing. This he 
did, in fuch an able manner, that his friends to whom 
he (ho wed it, infifted on printing it. He confented; 
and it came out, under the title of David and Goli- 
ath. By many,, this i^.confidered one of the beft 
treatifes on baptifm,: that has ever hp^n publiflied. . 

TAZE's V^ALLEY AND MUD RIVER. 

'I • -  - 

Nothing has occurred in either of thefe churches 
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worth noticing, They lie in the lower end of Ken- 
hawa county, contiguous to the Kentucky line. 

KENHAWA* 

This churfch flouriflied greatly while It was under 
the care of elder Johnfton ; infomuch, that in a few- 
years, two other churches were !Cpnf]:jtuted from it* 
But the removal of their minifter wh[Q went to Ken- 
tucky, proved a heavy misfortune • They experien- 
ced great declenfion, and have evef fince fjpea with* 
outapaftor, 

COLE RIVER 

Had, at the time of her conftitution, a confiderabJe 
revival within her limits. But her minifter, efder 
Johnfton removing to Kentucky in a fhorttime, they 
declined in fome degree. Elder Lee is their preacher 
at prefent. 

PETER'S CREEK, 

Was in a revived ftate, when conftitutcd, but now 
is the reverie. It was laterally, when conftituted, a 
church in the wilder nefs^ 

INDI4N CREEK, 

Was taken from Greenbrier, as has been fliown* 
When conftituted, MarJ^ Lacy was paftor. At iirft, 
for a fmall fpace of time, the church flouriftied. But 
Lacy, after a (hort period, began to conduct himfelf 
unbecoming his ftation ^ which ^finally ended in his 
exclufion. In confequcnce; of this, the church droop- 
ed, and were on the point of diflblving their conftitu- 
tion,^when in the year 1797/ Mr. Alderfon undertook 
to fupply them. Being a favourite fon of heaven, 
through hi^ labours the church kgain revived ;* and 
God raifedi Within her borders, what may be termed, 
one of the beft gifts that a church can receive, a iaith* 
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ftil minifter. James Ellifon was ordained to the 
palloral care of this church, anno 1808. 

BLUE STONE. 

There is nothing remarkable refpe<Stjng this 
church. They are very deftitute of minifterial fup- 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Hi/ioryofthe Union AJfociation, including the 

Sketches of Churches * 

The churches of which this aflbciation is compos- 
fed, were in connexion with the Red Stone, until 
1 804 : when they were difmiffed to form ah inde- 
pendent aflbciation ; having nine churches. They 
meet once a year, viz. the Friday before the laft Sun* 
day in Augufl ; and continue three days. Of their 
proceedings in the aflbciation, nothing is known. 
We can offer a few remarks refpefting the church* 
es, &c. 



SlMPSON's CRE&K. 

At the time diat this chinth Was ctt«(Rittte<!, tlie 
touhtty where the memlwf j redded, Wii« hut ncwl^' 
fettled. They paffed through many difficulfcs-af, 
firft J but finally, rdfe abo^ riitm aft. 

Their firft paftor, Mr. Sutton* was .confidered. loi 
mail of talents; piety, and ufefulnefs. Hlder Oo6» 
their prefenr |wm)f^ moved j a, few years part, ffoni 
Albemarle ; having, previous to that, tfavellfcd znd 
preached very confiderably. It is prefumable, he is 
equally induftrioius, in hi» tteKtr hskblitliilidn ; and pro- 
bably more fuccefsfuL 

This chorth, at firft very fittalT, was' f fevived fo<m 
after their conftitutioii ; ^^^ becaitascS large and ref* 
petftable« But by the conftitution of other church*- 
cfs, they are now- reduced to feveiiteeii. 

OLIVE BRANCH 

Enjoyed' a comfortable revival, fclfen afteie fhey 
Were coiiftitutcd* But churches, like iiidlviduar^ 
when they think they ftand, ihould takcj heed, left 
they fall. There has been a great declcnflott in dii's 
church, of late. 

WEST FORK, 

Under the labours of elder Hickmatf, has rather 
flourifhed than other wife. 

SALEM 

Has rather profpered. From 1801 until 1805^ 
elder John Denham was paftor : from 1 805 until 
1809, Ifaac Morrifs. They now have the minifteri- 
al fervices of Mr. Gofs. 
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' "Galley 

^-Has no. jegular jgaftor.j hut is .ftatedly ftippliea 
b| elder. Wdis aad. Harrii!s^ They are a thriving 

LITTLfe BETFiEL. 

'This ciiurcli is affo fupplied by Mr. Wells. And. 
aftHbugh in^tlie midft of mountains^ and a wildernefk 
cpiintry, ttey ei^joy the fweet iunfhiiic.of divine 
mercy. 

- ... t>RITCHEL's CREEK. 

• 

This church, though fmall at firft, increafed, in 
1805, to fifty mcmbfer^: but by the difmifiion of 
flaembers, &c, is reduced now to twenty, eighth 

\ ; ;^ SANDY CREEK. 

" " This church>'' fays Mr. Alderfon (who fiirniihed 
'all bur accounts refpcding this alTociation,) ** his 
gone through vaiSous fcenes, as to revivals and dc- 
clcnfiops,-. gs ^ moft of the churches on the weftern 
Waters have. , We ^ll have to.ftand ag^ihft a torrent, 
of oppofitiop, frdni different quarters j cfjpecially the 
ArniiAiaris.^V 

CETHSEMENE 

Is, at prefent, rather declining. Thev have no 
ftated ^niiniftry ; but catch the gofpel as it is oeca-- 
iibiiilly brodghl by travelling preachers.' 

GOOD HOPE^ 






UNION. 
' PAWPAW/ 

Of the above, churches, concerning which, no- 
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thing is faid» fiothing i$ known by the rompiler^ 
^ccptthe articles found in the table- -w^*,.. J. 

We fhould haye been highly gratified to fay fomt^ 
thing refpe(ftiijg the minifters of the gofpel, in thi$ 
aifociation; but^ for $he want of ^cquaint^nce^ can- 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

H^iftory pf tk( R£d Stone JJfociation, including tl» 

Sketches of Churches. 

Red Stone Aflbciationi was organized, Oftobet, 
1776. It is not known how many churches were 
in the aflbciation at the time of the conflitutioh : as 
it is probable there were fome difmilTed from differ- 
ent afiociations^ for that purpofe. The ^PLetodon 
Aflbciation, in her fcflion for 17*:' <, difmiffed the 
four foUoAying, yi^. Laurel Hill, Ifaac Sutton, pal- 
tor, thirty feven members. Ten Mile Creek, Jamf s 
Sutton, eighteen member$. Patterfon's Creek, Jo- 
fcph Barn0t, paftptf fix fiiembers, Goflien, John 
Corbley^ paftor, fixty members ^^ Making, in alU 
pne hundred and twenty one members, and fQ\ir 
preachcff. The Red Stone diftrift is partly in 
Pennlylyania, and partly in Virginia.* The num- 



^ It is alfo faid, there are fome ciiurcked iQ jthe Ohio ftate> 
belonging to Red Stone Aflbciation. 
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t>er of churches ia Peanfylvania is not known. The 
proceedings of the aflbciation are not known in any 
degree* The ftatc ot the churches, beyond what is 
represented by the table, is very little kngwn. Such 
as is J^nown mall be here, given, 

LITTLE BETHEL, 

» «  

So6n after their conAitution, this church had ^ 
pleafant revival ; and rofe from eleven to fifty. They 
receive and feed upon the bread of life, 4^^lt out to 
them ftatedly^ by their beloved rninifter^ J ohn Pat* 
terfon. , . , 

FQRKS OFCHMT 

Was ^ril: organiwd^ uoder the attention of Rev*. 
John Corbley, They have been rather a thriving 
people ; elpecially during the tin^e of Mr. Corbley. 

MOUNT TABQR. 

They had, about the year 1 802, a precious revival ; 
when their nun^bers increafed to upwards of fixty. 
Since that pleafant feafqq, they have rather declined, 

SHORT CREEK 

Began with the fmall number of twelve ; and have 
increafed, through the riches of grace^ to one hun- 
dred and four. Elder Enoch Martin, their paftor, at 
the command of Chrift, caft the net on the right fide; 
and gathered it full. 

CROSS CREEK. 

This alfo is a thriving church. Elder John Rich- 
ard, their minifter, has the happinefs, moft tp be dc- 
iired by a faithful preacher pf the gofpel, viz. the 
(uccefs of his labou rs . 

MOUNT OLIVET. 
ANTIOCH- 
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Nothing more than what is/een in the table, is 
Jmown,qfiKechur6hespaJedover. 

The term Regular Baptiils^ is kept up in Red 
Stone Aflbciation, in contradiftindion to the Seventh 
Day Baptifts ; who art numerous in fome parts o£ 
thediftrift. : 

There are alfo fome who were deluded by the 
impoftor^ Samuel Couniil, mentioned in our account 
of the Accomack Aflociation. 

The number of members, in all the Red Stone Af« 
ibciation, a few years paft, was one thoufand three: 
hundred and thirty five : among whom» i^ere thir* 
teen or fourteen ordained preachers ; befides licenfed 
ones. Some of the preachers in the Red Stone Af* 
Ibciation, are faia to be men of great abilities. 

For ^ hiftbrical account of J. CorWcy, fee Biogra- 
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CHAPTER XXXli* : 

tiistoryiqf iJie Portsmouth JJadation^ f mm the fip^ 

Settlernent ef Shifts witkin; hef limis, nntit the 
^refent Day^ 

It has already been {bown, page 1, that the fir ft 
Baptifts who made their appearance in Virginia, fet- 
tled in the fouth eaft parts c^f the ftate. Of thefe, it, 
is proper how to treat; 

The account of their firft origin are fomewhat dif-- 
ferent. In certain memorandums/furnifhcd by Mr* 
Leland, it is ftated ** that the firft fociety of Baptifts 
that was ever in Virginia^, that we have any account 
of, was in Ille of Wight at a place called Burley, 
about 1727. This fociety was comppfed of emigrants 
from England, who had Rev. Richard Nordin for 
their minifter. He foon returned to England^ and 
was fucceedcd by Meflrs. Cafper Mintz, and; Rich*^ 
ard Jones, lllc church was foriiied upon the Afmi- 
nianplan, and is now extinct.'* Mr. Leland's manu^ 
fcript was, for fome time> in poifefiion of Mr. Backus 
of New England, who inferted the following note z 

** A letter is now before me, written from Vir-^ 
ginia, to elder Eyres oi Newport, January 2:8th^ 
1742, by John Hamcrftley^ where it appears, that 
in confequence of letters from Virginia, Robert 
Nordin and Thomas White were ordained in Lon««^ 
don, in May, 1714* and foon failed for Virginia^ 
^But White died by the way, and Nordin arrived in Vir* 
*fginia and gathered a Baptift church in Prince George 
county ; and held meetings there and in other places, 
until he died, December 1ft, 1725, in a good old 
iage. And on April 30th, 1727, the church ordain- 
ed Richard Jones their elder, who continued to be 
their mmifter in 1742, the church had about forty 
members." 

ISAAC BACKUS. 
May 3ift„ i8oj. 
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Mr. Backus farther notes, ** William Sojourner 
Went from that church, and gathered a church in 
North Carolina, about 1740/' Mr. Lcland obferv^ 
ing Mfi Backus'^ note, fays in a tetter to the editor^ 
** you Will fee in my manufcript, elder Batkus's note* 
I colle<3:ed my account frOm Mr. Morgan's materi- 
flils. Mr'. Backus got his information from an old 
letter fent to elder Eyres. If there was a Robert 
Nordin in Prince George, and a Richard Nofdin in 
Jfle of Wight, the difficulty ceafes; Biit if there was 
but one Nordin who emigrated from England to 
America, one of the accounts ihuft be wrong> Per- 
haps Burkit's hiftory will folve the doubt." 

Burkit and Read's hiftory fays nothing about it^ 
Nor is it probable there can be any farther informa- 
tion obtained at this day. It appears, however, to* 
the editor, more than probable, that Mr. Backus 
is fubftantially correft, for the following feafons : 
Mr* Bi had a document before hint, written as early 
as 1742, about twenty eight years fubfequent to the 
earliest time mentioned: fo that without fuppofing 
the writer to be more than forty or fifty years of age, 
he might have been an immediate witnefs of the fafts 
related. And ifideed from his exadnefs as todates> 
both in London and America, it is quite likely that 
he was himfelf one of the firfl emigrants that com- 
pofed the church* At any rate, he writes as one who 
poiSefles an intimate acquaintance . with the fubjedt, 
from fir ft to laft. The difference between the tv/o 
flatcmerits may be accounted for, by confidering, 
^at Mr.. Edwards did not procure his information, 
until about forty y^ars after the date of the letter, 
ilientioacd above, and that at that period a^reat deal 
ofitmuft have been. traditional, and confequently^ 
iftuch more liable to ;be incorred:. This may ex-- 
plain the difference of names and dates. . As to the 
difference of cpunties,it ijs not improbable, tJbatth^ Ifle 
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of Wight and Prince George might have been at that 
time all one county. 

^ From thefe conli derations, it appears that Mr* B*'s 
note muft be accurate j and that Bajtifts and Baptift 
principles, have been in Virginia, very little (if an^^ ) 
Jefs than one hundred years. 

I;et us now purfue the narrative, as we have it laid 
down in Mr. Leland's menlorandums , and in the*^ h:f^ 
tory of the Kehukee Aflbciation. 

We find this church In the year 17^2, tolerably 
profperous under the care of Rev. Richijrd Jones, 
who, it appears from both ftatements, was inftalled 
as paftor, in 1727. How long Mr* Jones continued 
after this date, is not ndw known. The church itfelf 
is now extind:. The laft aceouht of her exiftence, 
was in December, 1756; at which time, there was 
a divifion among them. Some died, and fome mo*- 
ved to North Carolina, &C; fo that it is not improba-- 
ble that her diflblutioii took p'lace^ not long after. 
Thofe that moved to North Carolina were much 
more fuccefsful. In the cdurfe of ten years, after 
this, they were incrcafed to fixteen churches. The 
Kehukee hiftory relates, *' that urtdet the miniftry of 
Meffrs. Paul Palmer and Jofeph Parker, the moft of 
the original churches wer6 planted • It is not faid 
whether they were emigrants froln England or na- 
tive Aniericans. The moft probable conjefture is^ 
that they were fome of the firft fruits of the labours 
of Mr. Sojourner, rtientioned in Mr. Backus's note/ 
And indeed there can be but little doubt but that 
Mr. N6r4irt and Mr. Jones, (the firft of whom lived' 
eleven years> and the fccond at leaft fifteen), extend* 
ed their miniftry farther than the immediate church 
to which they afted as paftor.^ Falmer and Pafker 
were btoth Arminians ^ and fo were the churches afidT 
preachers raifed under their miniftry. From which 
circumftarice, togethcf with fome original papers 
itill extant, it feems alaioft . certain, that the firft 
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emigrants were what in England are called General 
Baptiils. 

i Their manner pf gathering churches was very lopfe 
indeed: Or at leaft, was very adverfe to the method 
now prevalent among the Baptifts in Virginia. They 
required no experience of grace or account of their 
convcrfion. But baptized all who asked it and pro- 
fefled to believe in the do<3:rinc of baptifm by im^ 
merfion.* It does not appear that they ever held 
ajSbciations or meetings by that name ; but ihftead of 
thefe they had yearly meetings : at which they tranf- 
;idled bulinefs of a general nature ; or fuch as refpe(5t- 
edthe welfare of all their churches, 

Some time previous to the year 1765,! Rev. Meflrs. 
Yanhorn and Miller, reiidents of New Jcrfey, were 
feat from the Philadelphia Aflbciation to vifit the 
f^hurches^ and to fet things in order among them. 
By fome they were viewed with jcaloufy and diftruft; 
being llyled Newlights. But by moft of the chur(:h- 
es they were cordially received. Their labour was 
not in vain. They efteded much, very much indeed. 
By their preaching and converfation, many precious 
foal$ were raifed from the fleep of death. The fpi-^ 
rits of fuch as had ever tafted that the Lord was gra- 
cious, were much refreftied. llie honour of religi- 
on, as profefled by the Baptilb, was exceedingly en- 
larged. Their fpeech and preaching were not with 
enticing words of man's wifdom ; but in demonftra- 
tion of the Spirit and of power. M^ny of the mem- 
bers of the churches were convinced of the incorrci^- 
ncfs of the Arminian do6trine, and relinquifhed it. 
And where thefe were fjifficiently numerous, ^nd 
otherwife qualified, they were newly organized and 

* It is probable they required a promife on the part of the 
candidate to reform his life, and in general to be religious ; which 
it is faid is all that is required by many of the miniilers of the 
General Baptifts in England. 

t The editor could not find, from the Kehukee hiftary, or from 
any documents before him, tlip precife year in which they came. 
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formed into new chiirches ; accordinrg to the pHnof 
the Philadelphia AiTQciatipn ; or rather according to 
the Baptill ponfeffion of faith pubiifhcd in London 
in 1689; according to which it fcems the Phil^delT 
phia and Charlefloft Aflbciatipns were organize. 
What thpfe reverend fathers left unfiniihed, was af-^ 
terwards cojnpletjed by thfir fens in the miniftiy* 
The Arminian iiodtririe and difcipline fpon diiappear-^ 
jBd ; and the phurches all becanie Regular Baptifts, It 
isiiot intended to be.underflood/that thi$ revolxitioii 
met with no oppol^tion. This was npt to be looked 
for, Meflrs. Fark;er and Palmer, it ha$ l^een faid, 
were the fathers of thele churches. . Mr. Palmer 
was dead. Mr. Parker was living; and with two 
other preachers^ vi?* William Parker and — r- — --. 
^mfield. continued ftill to purfije their former me- 
thod, fiut being defer ted by To large, a majorltyjp 
their party finally dwindled to nothing. 

Nothing certainly appears by which it can be af- 
certaincd whether they correfppnded with any other 
Baptifts in America, previous tp the ^boye reforma-^ 
tion. There are fomie circumftaiKes, however, which 
make it probable that they did. x ft. The letter writ- 
ten jby Mr. Hamerftley to Mr. Eyres, mentioned in 
Mr. Backus's note renders it probable that fome 
previous intercourfe had fubfifted betwceji, the Bap- 
tifts in Virginia ^nd thofe of New England* 
' 2dly, It vvrould appear hardly reafonable that the 
Philadelphia Afibciation would lend meffengers to 
any place or people with whom they had no corref- 
pondence. Laftly, It is prefumable, from the cpr-^ 
refpondence with the Charlefton Affociation, which 
immediately took place after the Kehukee Afibcia-f 
tion was formed, that there had been fome former 
acquaintance. 

The churches thus newly organi;?ed, formed them- 
felves into an aflbciatipn. Their firft feffioh was 
holdenin the year 1765, at a place called Kehukee; 
and for this.reafon^ their ailbciation was called by 
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th^tiiame.'> They immediately eftablifhed a corres- 
pondence with the Charlcftoi? Aflbciation. The 
minifters belonging to the Kchukec Aflbciation at 
firft, or, however, the principal one$, were Jonathan 
Thomas, John Thpmas, John Moore, Jphn Burgefs^ 
William Burges, Charles Daniel, William Walker^, 
Jphn Meglamre, James Abbington, Ihomas Pope, 
and Henry Abbots Of thefe, only two, viz, John 
Meglamre, and James Abbingtpn, were baptized, 
^fter the introd|i£lion of Calviniftic principles. 

About the time of the cpnftitutioh of Kehukee, 
the Separate Baptifts became very numerous in the 
upp^r parts of North Carolina and Virginia ; and had 
formed themfelves into an aflbciation. The Kehu- 
kee Aflbciation being defirous to form a more clofe 
connexion with people whofe zeal and piety they lo 
much revered, about the year 1772, fent elders Me- 
glamrp and Thomas as deputies to the Separate Bap- 
tift: Afloeiation j which was holdenat Waller's meet- 
ing houfe, in Spottfylvania county. The deputies 
were kindly received : and the Separate Aflbciation 
alfo, deputed two of their minifters, viz. EXraig and 
David Thcxnfon, to vifit the Kehukee the next An- 
guft, at their aflbciation to be holden at the Kehu- 
kee meeting houfe, Halifax county. North Caroli- 
na. They attended ; the fubje(5t was taken up ; and 
the Separates ftatcd the following objeftions to a 
communion with them :• ift, that they were not fuf- 
ficiently ftridlin receiving church members. 2dly, 
They were, as they alledgfed, too fuperfluous in their' 
drefs; contending, that exceflive drefs ought to be 
made a matter of church difcipline. 3dly, that their 
principles and praftices Were at variance; becaufe, 
although they believed that faith in Chrift Jefus was 
effential to baptifm, yet they retained many mem- 
bers in their church, who acknowledged themfelves 
to hav^ been baptized in a ftate of unbelief, This 
laft, was declared to be the main bar to a complete 
union. Their obicdion upon this ground, was the 
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more efFe(9:ual, becaufe it had been a matter of con- 
fiderable embarraflment to a great number of the 
Kehukee minifters /who had many thoughts of at- 
tempting a reformation. This occurrence furniflicd 
them with more favourable ground to make a begin- 
ning; which was accordingly done, in the year 1774* 
Mr. Burkit's church firft held a conference, and pub- 
licly proclaimed, that they would commune with 
none, who confeffed they were baptized before con- 
verfion. Aliedging, that adult; perfons had no bet- 
ter claim to baptifm, while they were in a ftgte of 
impenitence and unbelief, than infants had, Mr, 
Burkit's church was followed by feveral others. 
But when the next aflbciation met, which was that 
year, viz. i775> holden^at Moore's meeting ihouie, 
on the following Gdlober. The reformers met with 
jfevere oppofition. T^he correftnefs of their proceed- 
ings was much queftioned. - Much diflenfion arofe. 
One p^rty blamed the other for doing too mach 5 who 
in their turn were equally fevere upon their oppo- 
nents, for not doing enough. Not inclined to aflb- 
ciate together, both parties claimed the right of be- 
ing calle4 the aflbciation. The reformers, becaufe 
what they had done was exactly congenial to the ori- 
ginal plan, upon which the affociation was organized. 
The other party, being nioft numeroui, Unfilled that 
a majority ought to retain the power, and, coufquent* 
Jy, the name of the aflbciation. They moreover ar- 
gued, that whatever inig/it be their principles, it was 
well known at the time of the conftitution of the af- 
fociation, that this evil cxiflredin greater force than it 
did at that time ; feeing none had been baptized in 
known unbeliefi fince the eonititution : That there^ 
fore, it was virtually if not pointedly agreed, that 
fuch as were then in orderly flanding,. might retain 
their memberfhip ; left more mifrhief might enfue, 
by being too rigorous, than by fubmitting to fmall 
inconveniences for the fake of peace : That the aflb- 
ciation having been in cxiflience for eight or nine 
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ytiif^ ; all of which time they had liiffered the incon^ 
venience, it wais now rather ftrangp, that they, at this 
late period, (hould attempt a revolution fo likely to dif- 
turb the peace aqd harmony of the churches. To all 
thefe arguments, itwasanfwered : that to them it was a 
mattef of confcience ; which they could not rclin- 
quifh without wounding their own fouls. As neither 
fide wt)uld give way, things came to extremities. 
Each party organized a diftinfl affembly or affocia- 
tion. The reformers kept pofleflion of the meeting 
houfe; whilft the oppofite party retired, firft to the 
woods, and, on the 2d day, procured a private houfe 
in the neighbourhood. All attempts at reconcilia- 
tion, proved ineiFe<9:ual during this feffion. Each 
party tranfaded their oyvn bufinefs ; of which how- 
ever very little was done. Thefe party broils were 
exceedingly affliding to the pious on both fides* It 
would appear from the arguments on the old fide, 
that many of them did not deny the principles of this 
reformation, fo much as the neceflity; feeing it 
would unavoidably produce much confufion ^ and if 
let alone the evil would of eourfe, in time, vanifh. 
Thofe who had undertaken to efFeft the reformation, 
perfevered; and finally accompliflied their wifhes ^ 
In Augufi:, 1777, they held their firft undifpute4 
afifociation, ^at elder Bell's meeting houfe, in Suflex 
county, Virginia. ^ They found on aflembling, that 
their ftrength had very much increafed. Ten 
churches had fent letters and delegates ; of which 
it ippeared that , -fix were Regulars, or the; old 
'fide> aiid four were Separates: who finding their 
ibrmer- ob^ftacles removing, and being convenient; 
W6r6 incorporated with this aflbciation.. .Of thefe 
^h^dhufcheg>. fou.r were'- in ' Virginia,, arid fix in 
Ndr^ <<Daraliha.' ' Their whole :nurnfe6n of members 
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thing: /paetly by falling 5i>, with the. Separate?, pni par^'y hy. 
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Cdniifted of one thoufadd five huhdt'ed and ninety i 
which was irtdecd very cdiifiderable for that early pe- 
riod. They Agreed now, upon an abftraft of prin- 
ciples ; whick was afterwards printed and publiihed* 
In do(ftrines nor difcipline it did not fubftantially 
differ from the confeflioh df faith generally received 
iamong the Baptifh. They agreed to hold two aflb- 
ciatipns annually. And appointed the next at Bur-* 
kit's meeting houfe, the next May. The Kehukee 
Aflbciation continued to meet regularly j and to in* 
creafe rapidly > until the yfear 1790. At their 0<flober 
fdlion for that year, it was found that there Were no 
lefs than fixty one churcheis; having more than five 
thoufand members. Several ineffedual attempts^ 
previous to this, had been made to divide the dif- 
tridt. The nuniber of churches was now fo large 
that a di*ilion was aimoft ihdifpenfible. They ac* 
cordingly agreed to divide by the ftate line, leaving 
forty two churches in North Carolina and nineteen 
in Virginia^ The Virginia churches met Hy their 
delegates, for the firft time. May 1791^ at Portf- 
moath ; and on that account named their ailbciati5n 
the Virginia. Portfinouth Aflbciation. Their time of 
meeting has been, from the firil, on the fourth Sa-^^ 
turday in May^ annually* Their bufinefs has been 
tranfafted in peace and prudence. The number of 
churches have increafed j but not fo rapidly as in 
Ibme other aflbciations. While elder Meglanirc^ 
lived and attended the aflbciations, he generally ad^ 
ed as moderator • After his death, or when he was 
abfent, the duties of moderator moft commonly dc-^ 
vol ved upon Rev* David Barrow, until his removal 
to Kentucky. Since his removal, elders Bf'Qwne^ 
Bowers, Murrell, &c. haveoccafiorimlly adted. Untifc 
the divifion of the Kehukee diftrift, Mn Burkife (joinr 
author of the Kehukee hiftgry,) was the ftanding 
clerk. Since the divifion, that office has /alien into 
the hands of different perfons at different times.' 
Elders William Brpwne, J^mes Wright, &c. Xvere ih 
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I^eir turns pkced in that office. Not having a re- 
gular file of the minutes of the affbciatiori, a <letail of 
their proceedings cannot be exhibited. This, how-^ 
ever, is the lefs ncceffary at this fl^ge of our work, in- 
afmuch as the bufinefs of fo many others is already 
detailed, that it is noi pi efumable that there would 
be any thing new or 'Angular. 

There are fome very valuable and able preachers 
within the PortfrDouth Affociation; but it is the opini- 
on offdme who are intimately acquainted, that in point 
of minifterial talefits, they have rather depreciated- 
A fanguinc believer can, ncverthelefs, anticipate a 
day, wiien God Ihatl fend them judges as at thejir/i, 
and counfellors as at the heghmhig. Whtn the watch- 
men now upon the walls, aided by a new band, fhall 
proclaim to Zion, " Thy God reigneth." 

PUNGO 

Church, is among the oldeft churches in- Virginia. 
Whilfl they have had their days of adverfity, as well 
as their days of prdfperity, God has ftill preferved 
tjiem a name among the families of Ifrael. : Preach- 
ers, like fervants, can give us much eafe : they can 
alfd ftir up much confufion. In 1766, their firft 

' paftor, George Plummer, was inaugurated. He, for- 
footh, muft marry his wife's filler; and was of courfe 
fufpended. In January, 1774, they made choice of 

' Jofliua Lawrence. For fome years; he ftood in high 
eftimation : but fome charges being exhibited againit 
him, though not fatisfadorily proven, the church, 
vvith the afliilance of helps, offered an appeal to^his 

, own cbnfcience ; proposing that he fhould acknow- 
ledge, or deny the charges exhibited againil: him. 
This he refufed ; and was excluded. He thep com- 
menced preaching upon his own independence. 
And publicly and folemnly denied the charges Uiere- 
by, mewing more refpedt to the world than (he 
church. He formed a party, who built him a mset^ 

US 
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ing houfc. After fome years, however, he was re- 
inftatcd. Well might Paul fay of minifters, ^' hot 
selRviUed/' 
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BtACK -WATER 

Is a daughter of Pungo. Nothing very remark- 
able has occurred here. , 

LONDON BRIDGE 

Has generally been a profperous church- Their 
iirft paftor was William Morris -, who, after ferving 
them faithfully about feventeen or; eighteen years, 
in 1802, took a difniifiion to Kentucky, the ceniete- 
ry of Virginia Baptift preachers* This was matter 
of great grief to his affedrionate people. 

They next obtained the ferviccs of Jeremiah Rit- 
ter ; who has adminiftered to them with CQafideratle 
fuccefs. Of late years, God has raifed arnong theiii, 
William P. Biddle, a young preacher of prpmiling 
talents, and very amiable deportment./ Hpvv re- 
frefhing are thcfe yoiing and faithful ambafladors. 

NORFOLK 

Church, was taken off froni Portfmouth. They 
have had their full ihare of calamities : calamities fc- 
verc, and forrowful indeed and in truth. Before their 
conftitution, they were curfec^ with an arrant impof-. 
tor, by the name of Frdft, He came from Europe; 
and pretended to be a preacher • He made much 
* confufion • to fettle whicn, the church appointed cer- 
tain perfons to take him under dealings. Froft re- 
fufed to hear theni, and attended an appointment of 
his, to preach,' that evening, J uft as he commenced 
preaching, he dropt down in the pulpit, and expired 
in about three hours. In 1 802, one Mather, an-* 
other Etiropean vagabond preacher came to Norfolk, 
Olid made no little confufion. He alfo foon died. 
In 1803, Benjamin Aihlej, Peter Lugg, Henry, 
K'ccling, and Jameis Mitchell were ordained to the 
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miniftry. When the church was cohftituted/ they 
had feveral preachers in their limits : none of whom 
liowever, were called spon by the church to take the 
paftoral care, They incpofiderately invited a certain 
William Goodall to become their paftor. He was 
then a refid^nt of Haniptoh. He proved the great- 
eft ftumbling block of all, Goodall was a man of 
fome talents «s a preacher ; l^ut devoid of fomcthing 
more valuable than talents, he blackened the iap^ 
tifts in Norfolk, more than all his preaching could 
wipe off, if he were to live an hundred years, l^c 
fell into the fiij of polygamy, and was put outjrom 
among th^m. Goodall's apoftacy, with fome other 
fevere calamities that h^ve fince befallen them, has 
apparently alriioft ruined the Baptift-caiisc in Nor- 
folk: but if it be the caiifc of Ch rift, it muft rife 
again. The gates of hell may annoy; but cannot 
prevail againft the true church. 'They have (lili fe- 
veral ordained preacher^ gmong them, but no paftor. 
Elder 3ro\^ne has of late undertaken to attend 
them once a month, 

PORTSMOUTH 

I 

Was conftituted under the paftoral/ care of elder 
Thomas Armiftead, His labours were much blefl- 
ed^ and the church grew and multiplied. About 
1792, partly from bad health, and partly from other 
catifes, Mr. Armiftead refigned his charge. After 
his reiignation, the church declined greatly. They 
employed Jacob Bifhop, a black man of confiderable 
talents, to preach for them. This, as might have 
been expeded, could not anfwer in Virginia. Elder 
Thomas Etheredge, and Jacob Grigg, in their turn, 
ferved them a fmall fpace of time, , In 1802, elder. 
Davis Biggs moved into the vicinity of Portffnouthjf. 
and became their paftor. Under his watchful care, 
the church has moved on in a much rnore tranquil 
manner.; 

Elder Armiftead, the firft paftor of this church. 
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was a- man of high family, and rich connexions. He 
fcrved as an officer in the American armyi^ during 
the revolutionary wir. He \jras univcrfally efteem-- 
cd as an officer of the moft unwavering courage. 

r Hev^as alfo a man of ftrong mind; and in all Hkeli-^ 

hood, would have made a figure in tlie military line, 
if he had not become a Baptift, Tbis, by ieffijrang 
his military ardour, a^ weU as rendering him fomc- 
what unpopular in the army, probably prevented 
that diftindtion to which he mignt^have been other- 
wife raifed. Few men talked with mqrc pleafure 
about jimilifary movements, than major /^ rmiftead* 
After his rpfignatioh, as above, he was never again 
as ufeful. He became a merchant, moved ^froin 
place to place, and preached whenever he found an * 
opportunity. The Major never could completely 
Ihake oiF his high notior^s of honour andVefentment, 
imbibed in the army. Hje was not unfrequently eii- 
' gaged in making arrangements to fettle affairs of ho- 
nour. Invitations from others he would not refuse : 
he would fometimes offi;r them on his part.' This, 
with fome other matters pf diforder, expelled the ma- 
jor, anno 1 803, from the Baptift community. - He 
ftill occafionally preached 3 but not with much, if any 
succcfs. In 1809, he was again reftored -to his 

^ membership V and died fliortly after. The major was 

thought by many, in his beft days to injure his ufe- 
fulnefs, by not rightly dividing the- wor^ of truth. 
He dwelt too much upon the deep and myfterioas 
dodlrines of Calvinifm. Doflrxnes hard to be under- 
ftood i and therefore ought to be ciutioufly managed. 

Elder Biggs, their late paftor, is a found and in* • 
genious preacher ; andefteemed, by his acquaintan- 
ces, as an exemplary man. He alfp, has lately nio- 
ved to the weftern country. 

UPPEtC BRIDGE. 

Nothing Angular has occured in this church. 
£lder Jacob Grigg, former paftor of Upper Bridge, 
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is an Engllfhman ; who received an education at the 
JSriftol Baptift academy, after he began to preach, 
Wben He finifhed his education, he was fent by tho 
ijiiffionary society into. Africia. Having some dif-, 
tnrbance there, with the governor of the colony, 
he came to Norfolk in Virginia. After preaching for 
thechurch there, awhile, he came to Upper Bridge ; 
and was there very ufeful. At length he moved to 
Kentucky j and was paflor to one of the moll prof- 
perous churches there. . Biit in confequence of the 
difturbances abimt hereditary Havery, he again moved 
to Ohio 5 and finally, to Richniond, Virginia ; where 
he now reiid^. His high* and perhaps in fome re- 
fpedls DAtenable opuiions of civil liberty, involved 
him in embarralTmcnts both in Africa and Kentucr- 
ky* Some of his friends ar.e of opinion^ that age and 
experience have corred^edth^fe protuberances His , 
moral chara<^er has never been aflailed. By all who 
know him he is efteemed pious and zealous. As a 
preacher, for deep inveftigation, for clear and lucid 
exhibition of divine truth, he is unfurpafl'ed by any 
preacher in Virginia. 

SHOULDER'S HILL. 

» 

On the firfl preaching of the Baptifls in thefe 
parts, they met with viplent oppofition. A mob col- 
lected at one of their meetings, aud feized the preach- 
ers Barrow and Mintz, and carried them to a water 
.not fardiftant. There they dipped them feveral 
times, holding them under water until they were 
nearly drowned j afking them if they believed. At 
lengjh, Mr. Barrow *replicd^ / believe you mean to 
drown. me. After fporting with them thus, they let 
theiji go. Notwithlianding this oppofition, the gol- 
pel progreflcd. Thechurch, with fome interruptions, 
has enjoyed peace aj^4^profperity. . 
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This is a fmall but increafing church. Mr. Buntings, 
their prefcnt paftor, is a native of the Eaftern Shore ^ 
and is efteeqied, both in his new and old habitation^ 
a ^ood man, and a found preacher. 

SOUTH QUAY. 

* 

Nothing of note has come to our knowledge las to* 
this church • 
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BLACK CREEK 

Has generally bee:n a happy and peaceful churobt 
They fuftained a great lofs in the removal of eld:?r 
David Barrow, in 1 797, Since which time, hovjr- 
ever, they have had the occafional miniftfations of 
others ; whose labours have been blefled. 

MEHERRiN 

Is a daughter of Racoon Swamp, now under the 
care of Robert Murrcll, a pioiis and exemplary mi- 
nifterof the new tcftament and a leading man in the 
Aflbciation. i 

TUCKER'S, SWAMF 

Is a fmall new church, under the care of Henry 
Jones ; a preacher of plain, but ufeful gifts. '* 

SEA COCK. 

Nothing remarkable has taken place here* 

RACOON SWAMP 
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Has been a large and flouriftiing church. She ha 
been the mother of many miniilerial fons. James 
Bell, Zadoc Bell, Balaam Izzel, John Wall, Ran- 
dolph Nufam, an^ William Jfc'owne, were raifed 
here. 



\ 



BOBTSMOUTH ASSOCIATION", '• 350 

HIGH HILLS OF NOTTOWAY, 

AUo a daughter pf Racoon Swjimp, has nothing rer 
markable. 

SAPPONY 

Fell firft under the paftoral care of Mr, Rivers, a 
pious minifter -, but ' his life was {hort. James Bell 
was then inaugurated paftor. He alfo, lived but 
few years, and died. Since his death, they have had 
no regular pafteri but have been attended by Mr. 
. Browne ftatedly* They have had (bmc revivals . 

MILt SWAMP. 

Within the limits- of *this churchy there had been 
for many years, fome Freewill Baptifts, as they were 
termed. Some time previous to the y^ear 1774, 
several of the Baptift preachers, holding with free 
grace, preached among them. Their labours pro- 
ved fuccefsful ; and a church was conftituted. They 
afked, and obtained the paftoral fervices of David 
Barrow. I'r6m the time pf the conftitution, until 
this time, they have been remarked for ^their regular- 

• ity in the prelervation of difcipline and order. God 

t has been honoured among tnem. Elder Barrow, 
their paftor, was called of God tosoccupy the pulpit 
at' an earjy period of his life* , Having a ftrong wi/h 
to advance the Reedeemr's kingdom, he availed him- 
felf of every opportunity to improve his mind. He 

-^ applied himfelf to^ reading; and fought inftrudlion 
from every quarter within his reach. His progrefs 
was very confiderable. His preaching and conver- 
fation were admired Mr. Barrow had no notion of 
preaching barely for the fake of being admired. He 

- fought the falvation of men ; he fought it earneftly. 
Receiving from heav^p Jthe breadi of life, he dealt out 
tto each one his portioiT> in due feafon# He travelled 
and preached far and wide. Jefus was witJi him, and 

.. g^ave hira many feals. ,His fpotless charader a:] u 
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chriftiiri, greatly q^ided his pulpit labours . . All who 
knew him at all, knew he was a good tiian. In the 
timje of the revolu^omiy .waf^ Mr. B, was a warm 
whig.^ He exhorted hi^ countrymen to face the ene- 
my ; and fhake oifthe yoke of tJfitifh bondage. He 
fet them the example. Whtrn dangers preffed, Mr. 
B. voluntarily fhouldered his riiuskct ; joined the ar*- 
my ; and Was fouAd ready for the field of battle. His 
unexceptionable deportmehti rendered him.'very po- 
pular with all defcriptjons 6£ men. After the revo- 
lution, he was peffuaded to accept the office of ma- 
giftrate. The duties of which, he dtfbharged with 
fidelity and ability, for fome years. ^ Finding this of- 
fice incompatible with the regular difcharge of his 

.minifterial duties, he threw; it up- rcfolving not to 
be en tangled, with the aifairs of this' life. - 

He carried his opinions of liberty fofsir, as' to think 
it criminal to hold negroes in flaVery. He therefore 
emancipated all he had. Although this meafure 
proved his disinterefted 2;eal, to do right, it is queiH- 
onable, whether it was not in the end, produdtive of 
more evil than good. While it embarrafled his af- 
fairs, at home, by Icf^ning his refources for the 
maintenance of a large family -, it rendered him fuf* 
picious among his acquaintances : arid probably^ 
in both ways, limited his ufefulnefs* After he remo- 
ved to Kentucky, it was a lource of much, vexation. 
After a life of twenty odd years' ufefulnefs in Virgi- 
nia, he mov^ to Kentucky where he quickly dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf as a man of talents, piety, and ufe*. 

•fulnefs. He is ftill living. 

OTTER DAMS, 

Is now under the care of Beverly Boothe. He i:; 
a preacher of gifts ; and refpedable among his ac* 
quaintances, 

ROWANTY 

Was formerly under the care of Jefle I^e j a 
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preacher of informarion. He died; and they have 
been fince deftitiite df a regular pallor^ * 

DAVENPORT'S 

His very few white members : bat being ih £hp 
vicinity of Petersburg, there arc, in that city, a num- 
ber of people of colour, members. Thefe have built 
ihem a mecliog houfe ; and carry on their worftiip 
regularly, through their preachers of colour. ^lany 
of them are faid to be very pious and refpedable ; 
whilftmany others^ by their Wtetched cohdud^ make 
the Baptift name a term of reproach. 

This is the laft affociation which caft ncfw be takea 
up. Befides thofe already treated on, there is one 
other, called Mayo, pirtly in Virginia, and partly in 
!North Carolina. Concerning which, the documents 
have unfortunately mifcarried. They are now fent 
for, particularly ; and, it is hoped, may arrive time 
enough to be annexed as a fupplcmeht. 
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Having finlftied thp hiftory of the aflbciati^ns, 
churches, &c. we conceive our work would be <iefi- 
cient, if we jfliouki not furnifli a fhort Biography of 
|:he moft diftinguifhed Minifters, who have lived and 
died faithful to their Divine Mafter 

Wfi^ have feledked thofc chiefly, who were remark- 
able for fpreading the gofpcl in new aud flrange 
parts. 

The advantages of Bio^aphj, are alfubft ;nde* 
fcribable. 

Principles however pure, without pradice, an* 
fwer no valuable purpofc. A man*s life fhould al- 
ways be a comment upon his profeffi#n. Without this 
the moft unexceptionable theories fall into difgrace. ' 
Much more regard is generally paid to the deport- 
ment, than to the declarations of profeflbrs qf re^ 
ligion* Arguments in favor of opinions, are fpme- 
times powerful indeed,- but they are feldom so, un- 
lefs backed by the moft powerful argument, good 
examples. 

A man may fhow his faith by his words ; but if he 
wifhes to be believed, he muft ftiow it by his works 
alfo. tfjence the proverb : ** example often does 
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more than precept/- Modefty, or rather, humility' 
forbids that any man ihould hole! up his own exam* 
pic for imitation. The examples of others are Ihown 
to greater advantage : and the examples of the d^ad^ 
better than tW)fe <)i the living. 

Biography exhibits tp puWic view, the moft pro-* 
minent features of a well fpent lif?, and thoi-eby 
excites laudable emulation in thip readers, ta imitate, 
the copy : an emulaticm fcarcely excdl^ble by naked 
theories, 

In writings, both facrpd ^d profane, of all ages 
of the world. Biography has obtained a refpectable 
• plaf e. The.. books of Job and Ruth, are literal 
biographiics. And in all the hiftoricat parts of the 
old and ne-w teftaments, biographical skttfches are to 
be found. 

Tf he moft able profane writers of antiquity, were 
fometipes employed in drawing the lives of eminent 
departed characters ; who having aded well the parts 
allotted them on the ^age of 1&, through the faith- 
ful h^ftorian^ haye lived after they were dead: and 
their meritorious and diflinguiftied adtions, fet forth, 
a8.exaijjple§, to future generations. In modern times, 
likewife, the excellence of great and good men, has 
not been forgotten through the want of writers capa- 
ble of tranfmitting it down to pofterity. 

It is qujte pleafing as well as profitable thus to 
., form an ^cquaiiitance,with men whofe works we ad* 
mire. 7'he ftatesman, the warrior, and even the 
mechanic, or navigator, rifing into eminence in his 
line of a<a:ion> has found his way down to fubfequent 
ages. And why fliould not the chriftian, foaring 
above his cotemporaries, in afts of difinterefted piety 
and benevolence? Why ihoiiid not the character, 
moft precipiB in the fight of God, and moft valua- 
ble to, but not moft valued by men, find a place 
on the page of fome feithfuj hifiprian. i^mong 
moft, if not all the chriftian {t&s^ fuch mfcn have 
•»rifen; and their lives and actions recorded* Some 
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hive been the authors of thdr owa biography ; and 
to a certain extent, this is undjtiubtedly very defirable t 
but it' is obvious, that, at leaftj tile fiailhing ftroke,, 
muft be put by others. 

The Baptifts can bo^il of but few men of great 
Worldly eminence. Like: the. prinaitivc church, they 
c^ti fay, ** not many *wjfe, 4ot niany mighty, not many 
noble' are called/' Some among them^ however, have 
been highly ufcful in adiiancing the caufe of pwre re-^ 
ligion. 

Todepi6t a few traits in the charafters of fuch, 
feems properly to occupy fome place in a compilatior^ 
like the prefeiit. We will begin with the man who 
commenced the molft diftinguiuied wdrk.'^ 

* Many things already related in the body of the work, will bb 
iinavoidably repeijited in the Biography; in order |o cqnne6t.th^ 
narrative. * . 
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niSUNGUISIIED BAPTl^r PREACHEtlS 



V/JIO LIVED AND DIED FAITHFUL 



IN THE CAUSE OF GOD. 



SHUBAL STEARNS. 

In our Biography, it feems moft proper, that we 
ihould commence with the man who iirft commen- 
ced the work. 

Rev. Shubal Stearns was the fon of Shubal Stearns^; 
and his mother's firft, or maiden name was Rebecca 
Larrifprd. He was born in Bofton, January 28th, 
1706. .In abguta year after the rife of the Separates- 
in New England, viz. 1 7it 4, Mr. Stearns joined them.- 
He became a preacher^ and continued among them 
for about five or fix years. But forming an acquaint- 
ance with fome of the Baptiils, he was convinced of 
the futility of infant baptifm. He was therefore 
baptized on a profeifian of faith, at Toland in Con- 
nedlicut, by Rev. Wait Falmcr, anno 175 1. May 
20th, of the fame yt ar^ he was ordained to the mi- 
niflry, by faid Palmer and Rev. Jofhua Morfe* I» 
the year 1754, Mr Stearns ancl his company moved 
from New JEngland, believing that God had called 
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jbtim weftward, to do a great work.- It does not ap- 
pear that he ftafted with any certain place in view, 
on which to fettle ; but fefolved to follow the gui- 
dance of the fpirit, as it uiould be manifefted to him 
frdm time to time. The firft place at which he made 
any ftay, was in Virginia, on Opeckon creek, where 
there was a Baptill church, Under the care of S. 
Heton,* and where he met with Mr. Daniel Mar* 
fhall his brother in law, juft returned from his miftion 
to the Indian country. Mr. Stearns pitched at a 
place called Cacapon, not far above Winchefter. 
Remaining there a (hort time, and not finding that 
minifterial fuccefs which his impreffions had led him 
to hope for: he and his^ company, joined now by 
Mf. Marffesdl and, > his company, removed to North 
Carolina, and fettled at a place called Sandy Creek ;^- 
and immediately formed a church. 

He continued to labour with great affiduity, aided 
by Marihall and Breed. So great was their fuccefs, 
that in a little time this little band fwelled to more 
than fix hundred, Mr. Stearns's impreffions ref- 
pedbing a great work in the weft, feemed now to be 
verifying: and confidering fubfequent events, he 
muft be an infidel indeed, who can doubt the origin 
bf thefe impreffions. 

' He was a preacher of fome dodrinal talents ; but 
he was more remarkable for his zealous, animating 
manner. He brought from New England the fame 
tone, geftures, &c. which had diltmguiihed the 
Newlights in that country. 

••'■■ ^ Some of our documents rejifefent the Opeckon church as 
under the care of John Garrard; and we have fo reprefented it 
iit.oar fecond page. But in a paper fince come to hand, and 
thought to be takerffrom Mr. Marflia.1I, by Rev. John Willia:ns, 
Mr. Heton is faid; to be xniniller. See irlillory of Rognlar Uap* 
Uiftfl, p^e %8g 

.f Some of our manufcriptsfay, that Mr, MarfliaU moved to a 
place called Hugwarry, and formed a difttnft church ; and tha 
neither Stearns nor Marfhall came to North Carolina until I757 
-But we follow Mr. Leland^dmanufcript.a^ rooft probable. 
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, He wasof fmall ftature, had. a very expreffivc atfd 
penetrating eye, and a. voice fingularly harmonious. 
His enemies, it is faid, would fometimes be captiva- 
ted by his mufical voice. Many things are related of 
:he enchanting found of his voice ; and the glance of 
!iis eyes, which had a meaning in every move. Mr. 
Stearns continued to difcharge the duties of paftor, in 
Sandy Creek church, until a fmall time before his 
ieath; which took place on the 20th of November^ 
1771. He lived and died faithful to the important 
:rufl: confided to him- Mr. Stearns was an orator of 
:hc right fort : and the eifeds of his public fpeak- 
ng upon his hearers, proved it better, tnan if a thou- 
and iinifhed orations had been publifhed from his lips. 
He was fick fome time previous to his death ; and 
n the firft of his illnefs exprefied Tome unhappinefs 
It the darknefs of his mind ; but for a conifiderable 
:ime before his deceafe, his foul became triumphant ; 
md he exprefled a longing defire to depart and to be 
vith Chriftv 



BANIEL MARSHALL. 

Although Mr. Marfliall was not a Virginian by 
)irth ; nor ever relided long in Virginia > yet, as many 
)f his fuccefsfal labours were devoted to thejnha* 
)itants of Virginia, we cannot forego the pleafure of 
nfertiqg a fhort sketch of this excellent man's life. 
Nc do this with greater delight, becaufe we have it 
n our power to tranfcribe from the Eloquent pen of 
lev. Mr. Abraham Mar|ball the amiable fon t>f this 
enerable man. 

This sketch, whiclv*we prefent entire to our re^** 
rs, was drawn by Mr. MarfliaH and publifhed in the 
Georgia Analytical Repofitory, in 1802. Thc:ap# 
>endix wa?, we prefume, written by Rev. Mr, Hoi'- 
ombe, the editor of the Repofitory, 
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^* In giving a biographical sketch of my honour^ 
father, we muft look back to the diftance of almdft 
a century His birth was in the year of our Lord, 
J 706, in Windfor, a town in Connecticut, He was 
religioufly educated, by refpedlable and pious pa- 
rents ; and being hopefully converted at twenty year!r 
of age, joined the then ftanding order of Preibyterians 
in his native place. The natural ardour of his mind 
fbon kindled into thg fire of holy zeal ; and without 
the advantage of a liberal education, raifed him fp 
high in the efteem of his brethren, that they called 
him to the office of a deacon. In the exemplary dif- 
€;harge of his duty, in this capacity, he continued 
near twenty years. During this time, in cafy cir- 
cumftances^ he married ; and loft a wife, by whom 
he had a' tsn, named after himfelf, I>aniel ; who is 
ftill a ufeful member of focicty • At the age of thir- 
ty eight years, our worthy parent was one of the 
thoufands, in New England, who heard that fon of 
thunder. Rev. George Whitfield, and caught his fe- 
raphic fire. Firmly believing in the near approach 
of the * latter day glory,' when the Jews, with the 
fullnefs of the gentiles, fhall hail their Redeemer, 
and bow to his gentle fceptre ; a number of worthy 
charadlers ran to and fro, through the eaftern fiates, 
warmly exhorting to the prompt adoption of every 
meafure tending to haften that blifsful period. 
Others fold, gave, away, or left their poffeffions ; as 
the powerful impulfe of the moment determined ; 
and, without fcrip, or purfe. ruihed up to the head of 
the Sufquehai&a, to convert the heathens ; and fet- 
tled in a town called Onrmquaggy, among the Mo- 
hawk Indians, One, and not the leaft fanguine, of 
fhefe pious miffionaries, was my venerable father* 
Great muft have been his /aith! great his zeal! 
whenj without the leaft profped: of a temporal re- 
ward, with a much beloved wife and three chidren^ 
he exchanged his commodious buildings, for a mifcr** 

W ^ . 
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able hut; his fruitful fields and loaded orchards, for 
barren deferts ; the luxuries of a Veil furniftied table, 
for coarfe and fcanty fare; and numerous civil friends, 
for rude favages ! He had the happincfs, however, 
to teach and exhort for.eighteen months, in this place, 
with confiderale fuccefs. A number of the Indians 
were, in fome degree, impreffed with eternal con- 
cerns ; and feveral became cordially obedient to the 
gofpel. But juft as the feeds of heavenly truth, fown 
with tears, in this unpromifing foil, began to appear 
in their firft fruits, the breaking out of war among 
the favage tribes occafioned his reluftant removal to 
Connogogig, in Pennfylvania* From thence, after' 
finding it much more difficult to benefit fcribes 
a^nd pharifees, than publicans and finneri, he remo- 
ved to a place near Winchefter, in Virginia^l 

Here he became acquainted with a Bap tift church, 
belonging to the Philadelphia Afibciation^andasthe 
rcfult of a clofe, impartial examination of their faith 
and order, he and my dear mother were baptized by 
immerfion, in the forty eighth year of his life. He 
was now called, as a lieenfed preacher, to the unre- 
ftrained exercife of his gifts ; and though they were 
by no means above mediocrity, he was inftrumental 
in awakening attention, in many of his hearers, to 
the interefts of their fouls. 

Under the influence of an anxious defirc to be ex- 
teijfively ufeful, h^ proceeded from Virginia, to Hug- 
warry, in North Carolina; where his faithful and in- 
cefi!ant labours proved the happy meaM of aroufing ^ 
and converting numbers. Being evidently, artd emi- 
nently ufeful, as an itiner^t preacher, he continued 
his peregrination to Abbot's creek, in the fameftate; 
where he was the inftrument of planting a church ; 
of which he was ordained paftor, in the fifty fccond 
year of his age, by his brothers in law. Rev, MefTrs. 
Henry Ledbetter, and Shubal Stearns* Soon after 
receiving this honour, my reverend father travelling 
at different times, into Virginia, baptized colonel Si* 
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muel Harris, with whom he immediately afterwards 
made feveral tours, and preached, and planted the 
gofpel in various places, as far as James' river. It 
was but a few years after his ordination, before, in- 
duced by appearances of incieafing ufefulnefs, he took 
an afFedtionate leave of his beloved charge, and fettled 
on Beaver creek, in South Carolina. 

Ini this place, likewjfe, a church was raifed under 
his miniftry ; and until brought to a good degree of 
maturity in divine things, was an objeft of his tender 
and unremitted care and folicitude. At the direction 
of divine Providence, as he conceived, and as fubfe*- 
quent events have proved, his next removal was to 
Horfe creek, about fifteen miles North of Augufta. 
The fruits of h\s labours in this place remain in a 
refpedtable church ; fome of whofe fons, raifed up 
under his care, have fuccefsfully difFufed the light of 
divine truth through various benighted regions. 
From Horfe creek my aged father made his firft vi- 
fit3 to this ftate* On the fecond or third of thefe, 
while in prayer, he was feized, in the prefence of his 
audience, for preaching in the parifli of St, Paul; and 
made to give fecurity for his appearance in Augufta, 
on the following Monday, to >nfwer this charge. 
Accordingly, he ftood a trial ; ^nd after his meeknefs 
and patience were fufficiently exercifed, he was or- 
dered to come, as a preacher^ no more into Georgia, 
In the words of an apoftle, fimilirly circumftanced, 
he replied, " Whether it be right to pbey God, or 
man, judge ye/' Confiftently with this juft, and 
fpirited replication, he purfued his luminous courfe : 
and 6nthe ift of January, ?77i, c^me with his fami- 
ly, and took up his final earthly refidence. at the 
Kioke. The following fpriag, the church frere was, 
formed ; and it is famous for having furniilied mate- 
rials for feveral other churches. For this purpofe, 
many common members have been difmifled, and fe- 
veral minifters ordained. Among thefe are Rev» 
Meflrs. Saunders W alker, Sa,muel Newton, Lo%^elefs 
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Savage, Alexander Scott, and the writfcr oF this arti- 
cle. Through God's bleffingon the miniftry of her 
indefatigable founder, and paftor, this church continu- 
ed to lengthen htr cords, and ftrengthen her flakes ; 
breaking forth on the right hand and on the left ; un- 
til our beloved country was unhappily involved in the 
horrors oS war. No fcenes, however, from the com-^ 
mencement to the termination of hoftilitics, were fq 
gloomy and alarming as to deter my ineftimable fa- 
ther from difcharging the duties of his ftation. Nei- 
ther reproaches, nor threatenings could excite in him 
the leaft appearance of timidity, or any thing incon- 
iiftent with chriftian and minifterial heroifm* As a 
friend to the American caufe, he was once made a 
prifoner, and put under a ftrong guard. Btut obtain-, 
mg leave of the officers, he cofiimenced and fupported 
fo heavy a charge of exhortation and prayer, that, like 
Daniel of old, while his enemies ftood amazed and 
confounded, he was fafely and honourably delivered 
from this den of lions. liven the infirmities of old 
age, and the evident approach of the king of terrors, 
were not fufficient to ihake his faith or hope ; nor, 
'in the leaft perceivable degree, to abate his zeal. 

A few months previous to his deceafe, rifing in his 
pulpit, which he had frequently befprinkled with his 
tears, and from which he had as often defcended to 
weep over a carelefs auditory ; he faid, 

** I addrefs you, my dear hearers, with a diffidence 
that arifes trom a failure of memory, and i general 
weaknefs of body and mind, common to my years. 
But I recoiled:, * he that holds out to me end ihall be 
faved ;' and I am refolved to finifli my pourfe in the 
caufe of God/* 

Accordingly, he attended public worfliip regular- 
ly ; even through his lingering mortal illnefs ; until 
the laft fabbath, but one, before his diffolution. In 
his family, he invariably performed his uiual round 
of holy duties, until the morning immediately prece- 
ding his happy change. Fully apprized of this, as 
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at hand, and perfedly in his fenfes, he expreflcd, dif- 
tin<flly and emphatically, his fteady and increafing 
confidence of future blifs* 

The following, taken by me, in the prefencc of 
a few deeply affedtcd friends and relatives, as he deli- 
vered them, were his laft words : 

*^ Dear brethren and lifters, 1 am juft gone. This 
night 1 fliall, probably, expire. But I have nothing 
to fear. I have fought a good fight ; I Imve finifhed 
my courfe ; I have kept the faith. And henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs. 
God has fhown me, that he is my God ; that I am his 
fon ; and, that an eternal .weight of glory is mine !" 

The venerable partner of his cares, and, I may add, 
faithful afliftant in all his labours ; fitting bedewed 
with tears, by his fide *, he proceeded : 

** Go on, my dear wife, to ferve the Lord. Hold 
out to the end. Eternal glory is before us !" 

After a filence of fome minutes, he calkd me, and 
faid, " xVIy breath is almoft gone. I have been pray- 
ing that I may go home to-night. I had great hap- 
pincfs in our worfhip this morning ; particularly in 
iinging, which will make a part of nay exerciles in a 
blefled eternity.*' 

^ Now, gently clofing his eyes he cheerfully gave 
up his foul to God, with whom, 1 doubt not he 
walks, " high in falvation, and the climes of blifs." 

This folemn event took place at the dawn of the 
fecondday of November, 1784, in thefeventy eighth 
yearof his age. 

A fuitable difcourfe to his'memory, was delivered 
from the above mentioned paffage of holy writ, by 
the late Rev. Charles Bufley. 

Whatever infirmities might appear in my certainly 
eminently pious, and extenfively ufeful father, it 
would not become me to bring them into view, ex- 
cept it were to ihow, as jnight afily be done, that 
'* e'en his failings 1 ancd to v rtue's fide.'* And f 
handle too feeble a pen to delineate the various excel- 
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knt qualities ai^d graces, which adorned him, in 
every relation he fuftained through life. I \yill only 

Tho' no proud pile, learned peri^ nor letter'd ftone. 
His vjrtue* rare, to late-pofterity reveals ; 

JJe' 11 ever Ihine, and waxingly has (bone. 
Through rolling years, in njinifteria! feals, 

• A.M." 
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APPENDIX 
To the Biographtfof lUr, Marshall, 

In 1748, Mr, Marfhall married his fecond and 
laft wife, Mifs Martha Stearns, fifter to Rev. Shu- 
bal Stearns. , Mr* Marfhall had the rare felicity of 
finding in this lady, a Prifcilla^ a helper in the gof* 
pel. In fad:, it fliould not be concealed that his cx-^ 
traordinary fuccef$ in the miniftry, i$ afcribable in no 
fmall degree, to Mrs. Marfh^lPs unwearied, and zeal- 
ous co-operation* Without the ftiadow of a ufurped 
^luthority over the other fex, Mrs Marfhall, being a 
lady of goo4 fenfe, Angular piety^ ^nd furprifing 
elocution, has, in qountlefs inftances, melted a whole 
concourfe into tears, by h?r prayers and exhortations! 

Another caufe to which Mr, Marfliall's diftin- 
guifhed utility is attributable, in a great meafure, was 
his bold and independent method of procedure. 
With a foul expanded by contemplations on auguft 
objeds, a boundlefs aijibitiqn 4ire(%d to a corref- 
pondent prize, and the world conipletely under his 
feet, he was capable of the moft difficult and arduous 
enterprizes ; and could be difmayed by rip darigers. 
Superior to local attachments, he went from place to 
place, intruding, exhorting, and praying for indivi- 
duals, famijies, and congregations ; whether at a muf- 
ter, a r^co, a public markeL> vhc open field, an ^rmy. 
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or a houfe of worfliip ; where ver he was able to com- 
mand attention. 

Such condudt vras, indeed, and may ftill, by many, 
be confidered irregular; and little lefs than as favour- 
ing of infanity. But if he acted in fome of thefe in- 
fiances as if he were befide himlelf, it was for the 
fake of precious fouls : and the fruits of his ailoni/h- 
ing exertions have abundantly (hown that he was 
conftrained by the love of Chrift. 

It may poffibly be thought that Mr. Marfliall was 
the fubjed* of delufive hopes ; and culpably enthufi- 
aftic, when he left New England, with a family, to 
roam under the rifing beams of the latter-day glory, 
as he fuppofed, for the cbnverfion of fouls. But let 
this matter 1^ fairly confidered, and it will appear, 
that his moil fanguine expedlations muft have, fo far, 
been fully realized. Since the /period at which Mr* 
Marfhall commenced his career, thofe burning and 
fhinirig lights. Rev* Meflrs. Whitfield and Wesley 
with their zealous aflbciat^s and numerous follow- 
ers, have aroufed a flumbering world, and liberally 
fhed the luftre of truth in its darkeft recefles ; thou- 
fands of able and evangelical writers and preachers 
have been raifed up, and as many gofpel churches 
formed •; a revolution in America has beftowed re- 
ligious liberty on one quarter of the globe; the man 
of fin's fyfliem has been almoft demolifhed, with a 
vengeance that makes us trenlble ; liberty of confci- 
^ cnce has made rapid advances, in Europe ; the (hbuts 
f of all truly religious denominations, have been min- 
gled at the funeral of bigotry ; the fcriptures have 
been tranflated into feveral barbarous languages-; 
miflionaries have gone out, literally, into all the 
^ world; and finners, of all defcriptions, have fallen, by 
thoufands, beneath the fword of the Spirit, which is 
> the word of God. 

Now, can it be reafonably pre fumed, that when 
Mr. Mar/hall, in the fervour of his piety., f xcb^nged 
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New England <for the Mohawk nation, he expe<5ledy 
that by this time, the kingdom of Chrift would be in 
a more refpcftable and triumphant ftate, than is fuf- 
iicient to make its moft formidable enemies gnaw 
their chains? 

As to any fpecial confidence that Mr. Marihall 
might have in God as engaged to preferve and prof- 
per a family devoted to Lis fervice, the reader will 
probably be of opinion that it could not have been 
ftronger than it was well founded, on running his 
eye over the following fa^fts : 

With pleafure I announce to the chriftian world, 
that one of its brighteft ornaments, Mr. Marfhall's 
aged and venerable reli^,, is not only, yet in time, 
but with an uncommon , fhare of good health, enjoys 
a flow of comfortably cheerful fpirits. 

Mrs. Marfliall, in the enjoyment of all that can 
render life a blefling, has a pleafant rcfidcnce in Co- 
lumbia county, near Augufta, and is fur^ounded by 
her ftep fon, Mr. Daniel Marfhall, all the children 
Ihe ever bore, Kev. Abraham Marihall, Meflrs. John, 
Zacheus, Levi, Mofes, Solomon, and Jofeph Mar- 
iliall, two daughters, Mrs. Eunice Pittman and Mrs. 
Mary Willborn, and about fifty grandchildren. 

I cannot take leave of this very renaarkable and 
highly favoured family, vvrithout foliciting Mrs. Mar- 
fhall's pardon, for the freedom of fome of the pre- 
ceding remarks, which truth and duty urged me to 
make: and fincerely wifliing that my reverend friend 
Mr. Abraham Marfliall, to a greater age than that 
of his renowned fathjpr, may be da fled by all, but 
himfelf, with the mofi eloquent, popular, and ufeful 
charaders in the fliate of Georgia* V. S* 
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SAMUEL HARRISS. 

By reverting to the biography of Mr. IVfarfliall, the 
reader will find that in one of his evangelical jour- 
neys, he had the Angular happinefs to baptize Mr. 
Samuel Harrifs, commonly called Colonel Harrifs^ 
Mr. Harrifs was born in H anover county, Virginia, 
January T2th, 1724. Few men could boaft of more 
refpecStable parentage. liis education, though not 
the *moft liberal, was very confiderable, for the cuf-» 
toms of that day. When young, he moved to the coun- 
ty of Pittfylvania : and as he advanced in age, became 
a favourite with the people, as well as with the rulers. 
He was appointed church warden, iherifF, a juftice 
of the peace, burjjefs for the county, colonel of the 
militia, captain of Mayo fort, and commiflary for the 
fort and army. All thefe things, however, he count- 
ed butdrofs, that he might win Chrift Jefus, arid be- 
come a minifter of his word, among the Baptifts ; a 
fe<fl at that time every where fpoken againft. His 
converfion was effedted in the following way : He 
firft became ferious and melancholy without know- 
ing why. By reading and converfation, he difcover- 
ed that he was a haplefs finner ; and that a fenfe of his 
guilt, was the true caufe of his^ gloom of mind. 
Prefled with this corividtion, he ventured to attend 
Baptift preaching. On one of his routes to vilit the 
forts in his official charadler, he called at a finall 
houfe, where he underftood there was to be Baptift 
preaching* The preachers were Jofeph and Wil- 
liam Murphy ; at that time, commonly called Mur- 
phy's boys. Being' rigged in his military drefs,^ie 
was not willing to appear in a confpicuous place. 
He feated himfelf behind a loom. God, neverthe- 
lefs, found him out by his Spirit. His convidtions 
now funk fo deep, that he could no longer conceal 
them. He left his fword and other parts of his rig- 
ging fome in one place, and fome in another. The ar- 
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rows of the Almighty ftuck faft in him ; ftor could he 
,fhakc them off, until fome time after. At a meeting, 
when the congregation rofe from prayer, colonel Har- 
rifs was obferved ftillon his knees, with his head and 
hands hanging over the bench. Some of the people 
went to his relief; ^nd found him fenfelefs. When 
he came to himfelf, he fmiled ; and in an ecilacy 
of joy, exclaimed, Glory! glory! glory! &c. Soon 
after this, he was baptized' by Rev. Daniel Marfliall j 
as mentioned above. This probably took place, 
fome time in tl>e year 1758. He did not confer with 
flefti and blood ; but immediately began his miniftc- 
rial labours ; which afterwards proved fo efFeftual as 
to acquire him the name of the Virginia apofile. 

In 1759, he was ordained a ruling elder. His la- 
bours were chiefly confined, for the firft fix or feven 
years, to the adjacent counties of Virginia and North 
Carolina; never having pafled to the north of James 
river, until the year 1765* During the firil years of 
his miniftry, he often travelled with Mr. Marfliall; 
and muft have caught much of his fpirit. For there 
is obvioufly a confiderable refemblance in their man- 
ner. January, 1765, Allen Wyley travelled out to 
Pittfylvania, to feek for a preacher** He had been 
previoufly baptized by fome Regular Baptift minif- 
ter in Fauquier; but not being able to procure 
preachers to attend in his own neighbourhood, and 
hearing of the Newlights, (as they were called in 
North Carolina), he fet out by himfelf, fcarcely 
knowing whither he was going. God diredled his 
way, and brought him into the neigbourhood of Mr, 
Harrifs, on a meeting day. He went to the meet- 
ing, and was immediately noticed, by Mn Harrifs, 
and asked whence he came. He replied that he was 
feeking a gofpels minifter ; and God having diredled 
his courfe to him, that he was the man : and that 
he wiflied him to go with him to Culpeper. Mr. 

 See page 7. 
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Harrifs agreed to go, like Peter nothing doubting but 
it was a call from God, Theeffe<Ss of his vifit may 
be feen in another part of this work, pageio. After 
this, three others came from Spottfylvania, to obtain 
Mr. Harrifs's fer vices. He departed into North 
Carolina, to feek James Read, who was ordained to 
the miniftry. Their labours were fo highly favour- 
ed, that from that time, Mr* Harrifs became almoft 
a conftant traveller. Not confining himfelf to nar- 
row limits, but led on from place to place; wherever 
he could fee an opening to do good there he. would 
hoift the flag of peace. There was fcarcely any place 
in Virginia, in which he did not fbw the gofpel 
feed. It was not until 1769, that this eminently ufe- 
ful man was ordained to the adminiftration of ordi- 
nances. Why he was not ordgined, at an earlier pe- 
riod, is not certainly known. ' Some fay, that he did 
not wifli it. Others, that his opinions refped:ing the' 
fupport of minifters, were 0bjed:ed to by the leading 
elders. After his ordination, he baptized as well as 
' preached. 

In every point of view, Mr. Harrifs might be con- 
lidered, as one of the mqft excellent of men, Being 
in eafy circumftances, when he became religious, he 
devoted not only himfelf, but almoft all his property, 
to religious objedts. He had begun a large new 
dwelling houfe, fuitable to his former dignity ; which, 
. as foon as it was covered in, he appropriated to the 
ufe of public worftiip : continuing to live in the old 
one. 

After maintaining his family in a very frugal man- 
ner, he diftributed his furplus income to charitable 
purpofes. During the war, when it was extremely 
difficult to, procure fait, he kept two waggons run- 
ning to Petersburg, to bring up fait for his neigh- 
bours. His manners were of the moft winning fort; 
having a Angular talent at touching the feelings. 
He fcarcely ever went into a houfe, without exhort- 
ing and praying 4or thofe he met therg. 
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As a dod:rinal preacher, bis talents were rather be- 
low mediocrity; unlefs at thofe times when he was 
highly favoured from above : then, he would fome-r 
times difplav confiderable ingenuity. His excellen- 
cy lay chiefly in addreffing the heart : and perhaps 
even Whitfield did not furpafs him in this. When 
animated himfelf, heftldom failed to animate his au- 
ditory. Some have defcribed him> when exhorting^ 
at great meetings, as pouring forth ftreams of ceiefti- 
al lightning from his eyes ; which, whitherfoever he 
turned his face, would flrike down hundreds at once* 
IJencehewas often called Boanerges, So much was 
Mr Harris governed by his feelings, that if he be- 
gan to preach, and did not feel fomc liberty of utter- 
ance, he would tell his audience he could not preach 
without the I -ord ; and then fit down. Not long be- 
fore the commencement of the great revival in Vir- 
ginia, Mr. H. had a paralytic ilroke ; from which he 
never entirely recovered. Yet this did not deter him 
from his diligent ufefulnefs. If he could not go as 
far, he was ftill npt idle Within that fphere allowed, 
him by his infirmities, ht all afiociations and ge- 
nera] committees where he was delegated, he was 
almofl invariably made moderator. This office, like 
every thing elfe, he difcharged with fome degree of 
Angularity, yet with general fatisfa<5lion. 

For fome fhort time previous to his death, his fen- 
feswere confiderably palfied* So that we are depri- 
ved of luch pious remarks, as would probably have 
fallen from tliis extraordinary fervant of God in his 
lafl hours. 

He was fomewhat over feventy years of age when 
he died. 

The remarkable anecdotes told of Mr 'H. are fo 
numerous, that they would fill a volume of them- 
felves, it the} were collcfted. A part i^\ them only 
we fhall record. 

Mr. H. like Mr. Marfhall, pofiefieda foiil incapable 
of being difmayed by any difficulties. To obtain his 



..,.^.,. 



N 



SAMUEL HARRIS S. 381 

own canfent to undertake a laudable enterprize, it 
was fufficient for him. to know that it was poflible. 
His faith was fufficient to throw mountains into the 
fea, if they flood in the way. He leems alfo never to 
have been apalled by the fear or the fliame of man. 
He 'could confront the ftouteft fon of pride, and 
boldly urge the humble dodlrines of the crofs. Like 
the brave foldier, if beaten back at the firft oufet, he 
was Hill ready for a further affault. So that he often 
conquered oppofers, that, to others, appeared com- 
pletely hopclefs. With this fpirit he commenced his 
career. 

Early after he embraced religion, his mind was im- 
prelfed with a deiire to preach to the officers and 
foldiers in the fort. An opportunity offered in fort 
Mayo ; and Mr. Harrifs began his harangue ; urging 
moft vehemently the neceffity of the new birth. In 
the courfe of his harangue, an officer interrupted him, 
faying, " Colonel, you have fucked much eloquence 
from the rum cask, to-day : Pray give us a little ; 
that we may declaim as well, when it comes to our 
turn/' Harrifs replied, * I am not drunk/ and re- 
fumed his difcourfe. He had not gone far, before he 
was accofted by another, in a ferious manner: who, 
looking in his face, faid, ** Sam, 3'ou fay you are not 
drunk; pray are you not mad, then ? What the de- 
vils ails you!" Colonel Harrifs replied, in the 
words of Paul, ^ I am not mad, moft noble gentle- 
man.' He continued fpeaking publicly and private- 
ly, until one of the gentlemen received fuch impref- 
fions as were never afterwards fhakeri oft. He be- 
came a pious chriftian. 

At another time, a captain Ball, in the county of 
Culpeper, came to a place where vVIr. Harrifs was 
to preach, and faid to him, ** You fliall not preach 
here/' Another replied, ** But he ffiall/' Prom 
this (harp contention of words, they proceeded to a 
a fharper conteft of blows and fcuffles. Friends on 
both fides interefted themfelves ; fome to make 
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peace, and others to back their foremen. The muU 
titude divided. Colonel Havrifs's friends took him 
into a houfe. Lewis Craig was to guard the door, 
w^hilc Mr- H. was preaching. Ball's gang came up 
and drove the centinel from his ftand. The day end- 
ed with notching butconfullon. 

On anotner occafion, he was arretted and carried 
into court, as a difturber of the peace. In court, a 
captain Willams vehemently acculbd him as a vaga- 
bond, a heretic, and a mover of fedition everywhere. 
Mr. Harrifs made his defence* But the court or- 
dered that he fliould not preach in the county again, 
for the fpace of twelve months ; or be committed to 
prifon. The colonel told them that he lived two 
hundred miles from thence ; knd that it was not like- 
ly that he lliould difturb them again, in the courfe of 
one year. Upon this he was difmiiled. From Cul- 
peper he went into Fauquier ; and preached at Car-^ 
ter's run. From thence he croffed the Blue ridge; 
and preached in Shenandoah. On his return from 
thence, he turned in at captain Thomas Clanahan's, 
in the county of Culpeper, where there was a meet- 
ing. While certain young minifters were preaching, 
the word of God began to burn in colonel Harrifs 's 
heart. When they linifhed, he arofe and addreflcd 
the congregation : *^ I partly promifed the devil, a 
few days pad, at the courthoufe, that I would not 
preach in this county again in the term of a year* 
But the devil is a perfidious wretch ; and covenants 
with him are not to be kept : and therefore I will 
preach.'* He preached a lively, animating fermon. 
The court never meddled with him more. 

On one occafion, in Orange county, one Healey 
ptiUed him down as he v^^as preaching ; and dragged 
him about, fometimcs by the hair of the head, and 
fomctimes by the leg. His friends relcued him. 
On another time, he was knocked down by a rude 
fellow, while he was preaching. He went to preach 
to the prifoners once, in the town of Hillfborough, 
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l^hey locked him in ; and kept him there for fome 
time. 

Colonel Harrifs did not fuffer as many perfeciitions 
as fbme other Baptift preachers. Tempered in feme 
degree peculiar to himfelf, perhaps his bold, noble, 
yet humble manner, difmayed the ferocious spirits 
of the oppofers of religion. 

When he firft began to preach, his foul \t''as fo ab- 
for bed in the work, that it was difficult for him fo 
attend to the duties of this life, A man owed hitii st 
fvim of money, which he actually ftood in need of, 
to defray the expenfes of his family. He went to 
the man, and told him he would be very glad if he 
would difchaige the debt he owed him. To which 
the man replied, he could not pay him the money. 
Harrifs faid, I want the money to buy wheat for my 
family . You have a good crop by you, I had ra- 
ther have wheat than money. The man anfwered, 
^ I have other ufes for my wheat/ How, then, faid 
Mr* H. do you intend to pay me ? I never intend to 
pay you, until you fueme, replied the debtor. 

Mr. Harrifs left him, meditating : Good God, faid 
he to himfelf, what fliall I do ? Muft I leave preach- 
ing to attend to a lawfuit I Perhaps a thoufand fouls 
will perifli in the mean time, for the want of hearing 
of Jcfus. No ! I will not ! Well, what will you 
do for yourfelf? What? I will fue him at the court 
of heaven. 

Having refolved what to do, he turned afide into 
a wood ; and fell upon his knees, and thus began his 
fuit : 

*' O blefled Jefus ! thou eternal God. Thou know- 
eft, that I need the money which the man owes me, 
to fupply the wants of my family ; but he will not 
pay me without a lav/fuit. Dear Jefus, Ihall 1 quit 
thy caufe, and leave the fouls of men to peridi ? 
Or wilt thou, in mercy, open fome other way of re- 
Hef?'' 

In this prayer, Mr. H. found fuch tokens of di- 
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vine goodnefs, that to ufe his own words, *^ Jefus 
faid unto him, Harrifs ! keep on preaching, and I will 
become fecurity for the payment/' 

Mr. H. having his debt thus fecured, thought it 
moft: proper to giye the debtpr a difcharge. Accord- 
ingly he fhortly after, palling by to a nieeting, carri- 
ed a receipt in full to the man's houfe ; and gave it 
to his lervant, deliring him to give it to his mailer. 
On his return by the houfe, after meeting,, the man 
haile4 him at his gate; and faid, Mr. H. what did 
you mean by the re,ceipt you fent this morning ? 
Mr. H. replied, t meant juft a? I wrote. 
Well, but 1 have not paid you, anfwered the debt- 
or. Harrifs faid. True \ and I know alfo, that you 
faid, you never would, without I got the, money at 
thp tail of an execution : But, Sir, J fued you in the 
court of heaven ; and Jefus has agreed to pay me. I 
have therfore given you a difcharge ! 

This operated fo efFedually upon the man's con- 
fcience, that in a few days he prepared and fent to 
Mr. H. wheat enough to difcharge the debt. 

hotc. Some of the chriftian worldlings of the 
prefentday, will fay. Aye ! but this will not do often. 
We anfwer, The principle is corredt, at all times ^ 
viz. to commit our grievances to our heavenly Fa- 
ther, and truft him for a full recompenfe. HoW dif- 
ferently do thofe brethren ad:, who, for the mere pelf 
of this world, not only go to law with the wicked, 
but with their own brethren ! And fometimes, in or- 
der to gain their point, will ftrive to blaft their re-^ 
putatipn in open court! For the honour of religion, 
it muft here be added, that thefe things have feldoni 
(we wifh we could fay never) occurred among the 
Baptifts* 

In ^787, a lady once asked him at meeting, when 
the people were much exercifed with weeping, &c. 
if he did not think there was more hypocrify than 
any thing elfe in it. He replied. No ! And drew 
out a dollar, faying. Now, Madam, if you will Hied 
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iome of thefe hypocritical tears, 1 will give you this 
dlollar* She could not produce a tear. 
, A criminal, who had been juft pardoned ^X the 
gallows, cn&c met him an the road and ihbwed him 
his reprieve* Weil, faid he ; Aad have you iliown it 
to Jefus? No, Mr. Harrifs, I want you to do that 
for me* The old man immediately defcended from 
hfe harfe> in the road ; a:nd making the man alfo 
alight. They both kneeled down. Mr, H, put 
one hand on the man's head, ;%nd wtth the other held 
open the pardon. * And thus, in behalf of the crinii- 
nal, returned thanks for bis reprieve ^ and prayed' for 
him to obtaih God's pardon alio. ' 

A volume might be filled, with entertaining anec- 
dotes refpedting this venerable man. Let thefe fuf- 
£cer 
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Rev. Jerertiiah Walker was born in Bute county. 
North Carolina, about the year 1747. He palTefled 
fare and fingiilar talents. When but a fmall boyi 
althon^ defcended from rather obfcure parentage, 
and having very little education, he was remarkably 
fond of reading and improving his mind. He was 
iilfo noticed, as a boy of very moral and virtuous ha- 
bits. When quite young, he embraced vital religion; 
atid, being baptized, foon b<^n to preach. The 
few Baplift preachers that weirc then in the miniftry, 
were very illiterate. Mr. Walker of courfe had very 
little chance of improving his fmall (lock of litera- 
ture, from their converfation. The invincible ener- 
gies of his genius, towered above every obftrudlion. 
'He quickly flidne forth with fo much fplendour as 
«o make it queftioiiable, whether the obfcur ity of his 
education, as well as the unlearnednefs of his fociety, 
did not, fjy leaving ttis mind unfhackled from fcho- 
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laftic dogmas arid frdm critical ftridarcs, rather ad- 
vance> than impq^e his feal greatnefs After pt^acli- 
ing in his native neighbourhood, and In Pittfylvania 
county, Virginia, for Tome few years, he was indu** 
ted by the new church called Nottoway, formed ih 
Amelia county, Virginia, (How Nottoway) to move 
down and take the paftoral charge of them. This 
took place, annq 1769. Here he became very con-, 
fpi^uous. Great talents feldpni fail of great fuccefs* 
Mr. Walker, though paftor of Nottoway church* 
diflcminated his evangelical principles far and near. 
He was almoft inceflantly employed in preaching 
the gospel, Jn a few years, aided by others^ parti- 
cularly certain young preachers of his own raifing, 
he planted between twenty and thirty churches fouth 
of James river. In thefe were alfo, a coniGderable 
number of gifted charafters, V/ho after war^ds became 
diftinguiflied preachers. All of whom, were either 
brought to the knowledge of truth through hism;- 
niftry, or were hurtured under his foftering hand after 
they were brought. All who knew him about this 
time, coincide in afcribing.to him every tiung that is 
defirable in a miniiler of the gafpel. In talepts as a 
preacher, he v^nas equalled by few of any denomina- 
tion. His voice was melodious : his . ldok§ were af- 
fe(3:ionate : his manner was impreffi ve and winning : 
s-u:eafoning was clofe and. conclufivc:, his figures 
were Elegant, well chofen, and ftri<5tly applipabfc. 
All of which advantages were heightened by the 
moft unafFe<3fe^ fimplicity. In private converfatiop, 
he was untx^mmonly entertaining and inftruding to 
all; but efpecially to young preachers. Affable with 
all forts of people, he was beloved and admired as far 
as he vraslcnown. Befides this, he was confidered 
by all his acquaitances exempjarily pious; and no 
doubt was^fo at that time. No fpot nor wrinkle 
Was found in his charader. 

So diftirtguiflied a man among the defpifed Bap* 
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tiih, could not long efcapc the notice of their 
opponents. When persecution began to arife, tht 
enemies of the crofs foon cafl: their eyes upon Je» 
remiah Walker. *Hioi th^y viewed as the champion. 
' If we can but filence him, faid they, thefwhole hoft 
bcfide, will hide themfelves in dens and caverns/ 
Accordingly Mr, Walker was arretted in Chefter- 
field county, by virtue of a warrant from a magif- 
trate : and after examination, was committed to jail. 
Mr. Walker's patience, humility, and uniform pru- 
dence and piety, while in prifoft, acquired for him 
the efteem of all whofe prejudices would allow them 
to think favourably of a Baptift. He kept a journal 
or diary when confined *, in which are some of the 
moft pious and fenfible refle(3:ions. 

Wh^n Mr. Walker came out of jail, he flood, if 
pofiible, in higher eftimation than he had done be- 
rore. Wherever he went to preach, he was attend- 
ed by a large concourfe. And from his preaching, 
the mol^ beneficial confequences were conftantiy 
produced. 

Here, alas ! we could willingly drop the pencil, 
and leave the pifture with these bright colourings. 
Our wifhes cannot be indulged. Candour compels 
us to forego the de|ire, Like the inspired hisftori- 
ans, we mud not only exhibit the goodnefs and the 
reatnefs of God's people, but their foibles and their 
[oliies too They told of David's rife ; the/ told of 
his downfall likewife.. No maxim is more furely 
eftablifhed by experience and obfervation, than that> 
high delights are fraught with great dangers. God 
hath {ct adverfity over againft profperity. And when- 
ever a man in" any charafter arifes to diftinguifhed 
eminence, he may look for fome downfall, unieis he 
watch his fleps with a commenfurate vigilance.* 

Mr. Walker had arrived to a degree of diftindlion, 
far above any of his aflbciates In wliateverdircdliou 
he *might travel, he was hailed by many as father in 
the gofpel.-v Careficd by his friends j a^»mired by all. 
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even by his enemies' invited to the focicty of thft • 
great; very influential, and, iijd^^ed, all powerful in 
ailbciations and other places among the Baptifts : 
Still young \and inexperienced,. ♦it Will not appear 
ftrange to an experienced mind, that this man, thus | 

^anding on a pinnack, fHould tilt over. 

Oh popiriar applauft I what heaft of maa 
Is proof agauiftthy fwetft, f^d^cing channel 
The wiieit and the beft feel y^g^^^ need, 
pf all their caution, in thy geiitleft gales. 
^ Bu!:, fwc'lledinfo a guft> whothcn,^A«! ; \ 
. With all his canvafs fe^ and) ifiexpert 
jbid therefojre heedlefs,.ca|3i wnbft%^4 tfay |M)W.er! 

In .every good, there wilj heibme evil. Theplain^, 
Jkniliar, affectionate manners, of the! Baptifts in thoic 
days, under fuitable re%iAioii«,. wepe -^furely favour-, 
^blc to vital piety. This habit, however, ampng the 
unfufpicious and incautious, exppied them to ii^ares -, 
into which too many fell. It would have been hapr 
py for Mr. VV. if he had obferyed*^ fomewhat more 
of etiquette 5 efpejcially arming f^male^s. Their fond- 
nefs for his company, under the pretence of religious 
aiFeftion, was often nothing more tlian carnal love 
in difguifc. He was ultinjately entrapped. In the 
year 1774, he attempted a .criminal, intrigue with a 
young woman 5 for which he was excluded: buj 
foon again reftored on account of his apparently 
deep contrition. His deportment after thi?, was fo 
corredft for fome years,. that he had ^Imoft reg^ned 
his former ftanding. But, lamentable ;o relate, abput 
the year 1784, or 1785, he fell into a Jlmilar traps- 
grciiion; in which, things were carried mtich ferther 
than in the firll. He was immediately excluded from 
fellowjfliip. He funk rdown into the mmoft con- 
tempt. His name founded with infancy far and nean 
The fritnds of religion were ab^ifl^ed beyond expr?f- j 

iion ; while their enemies triumphed, as if the Bsifp^ ^ 

tifts had funk never to nfc a^aiii. In no^great \yhiie 



after th^ wretched event, he moved toGeorgia; from 
whcnicre, in the year 1788, h? vifitcd Virginia ; pro- 
feffpd to te again reftored to divine favour ; and pe* 
titioned thp church from .which he had been exciu- 
ded to reinftate him in his memberfliip. Aft^r fome 
impediments w^re removed, he was received as a 
member, and alfo permitted to refume his miniftry. 

The fequel of his life is. an almoft continual ftrug- 
gle againft the prejudices of both church and world, 
U7tfi sword never departed Jrom/hishause. After hisref- 
tpratiop, his morals were correct : f#r in truth, except 
th€ above fin, no other feems to have been capable 
of producing a moffnentary temptaticKi tohis mind. 

He became an Arminian, after his downfall j and 
thereby excited among the Georgisi Baptifts, no fmall 
degree of contention; Finally, however, they fplit ; 
MjT. Walker, v«^ith a fmall party, farmed a diflinft 
fociety, called General Baptifts: Tjxc others were 
called Particular Baptifts ^ in allufioft to the dodtrinq 
of general and particular redemption, holden by them. 
Juit the fame in name and principle, as the kinds of 
Baptifts in England. In 3 79 r , he travelled into Vir- 
ginia, and attended the aftbciation holden by the 
Middle , Diftrfd, at Cedar Creek, in Lunenburg. 
From thence he went to the General Committee,* 
in Goochland ; and then went through various parts 
of the ftate, leaving his pamphlets and his verbal ar- 
guments in favour of Arminianifm, whitherfoeverhe 
went. Irtthisjouriieyof Mr. Walker, thole who af- 
fociated with him, found him ftill the fame pleafant, 
fenfible, inftrudting, genteel charadter, that he had 
formerly been. 

Alas! alas? that fo fplendid a garmtnt ihpuld be 
fo Ipotted ! 

In his laft illnefs, he endured, with remarkable for- 
titude and chriftian refignation, the moft excrucia*- 
ting and.acute fufFerings. He died September 20th, 

^ " .. " . # 

* 'See account <Jf that GeheralComtniui'^ p^gc 8t, &c» 
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1792. Rev. Abraham Marfhal I preached his funeral 
fermon from Zcchariah nth ch and 2d vcr. " iiowl, 
fir tree, for the cedar is fallen." 

Mr, Walker married Mifs Jane Graves, in North 
Carolina, when very young. TJiey lived together 
in great harmony for many years. After he went to 
Georgia, {he died; and he quarried a widow lady. 
With whom he lived alfo in ftridleft harmonv. Fdr* 
his flips to the contrary notwithftanding, he was 
exceedingly fiffcftionate and kind in his family, 
jpelides his Fourfold, &c. he published many 
^ other fmall treatifes at different times. Some o£ 
which Were celebrated for their clevernefs and in- 
genuity. . (See further account of him, page 81 )• 
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DUTTONLANE. 

Mr. Dutton Lane was born November Tth, 1732, 
near Baltimore, in Maryland. . At what time he be- 
came a refident of Virginia, is not knov/n. But he 
was baptized byShubal Stearns, anno 1758. He ^ 
was ordained to the miniftry, and, probably, to the Ij 
care, of Dan River church, Qdober 22d, 1764; 
having commenced public Ipcaking immediately af- 
ter he was baptized. Mr. Lane was not a man of 
much learning; but having a flrong conftitution, 
a loud voice, and teivent fpirit, he did great things 
m the name of the holy child Jesus. 

Unenlightened as the Virginians were, at that 
time, it was not to be expedled thit he would be al-* 
lowed to go in peace. His own father was among 
the firft to fet his face againll the Baptifts generally, 
and againfl Dutton, his fon, in jparticular. He qntre 
purfued him with an inftrument of deaths to kill hirp* 
It fell out however, that inftead of killing his fon, he 
was himfelf (lain by the f word of the Spirit : frdm which 
he foon after revive4 with a hope of eternal life 5 and 
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\v\is baptised by that very fon whom he had perfecu- 
ted. " ' 

One William Cocker had conceived fiich maligni- 
ty againft the Baptifts, that he was accuftomed to 
fay, that he would rather go to hell than*, heaven, if 
going to heaven required him to be a Baptift. But 
/ailing accidentally, where Mr. Lane preached, he 
.was ftriick do^vVh with deep convidtion; from which, 
being deiiYcred by converting grace, he became a 
pious Baptift. ^ Mr. Lanq continued preaching until 
his death: but the latter part of his life was Tome* 
what obfcured by his adopting and maintaining cer- 
tain ftrange' opinions. By diving into fubjeds not 
revealed, and rather ne'gleilting thofe which were ob- 
vious and plaiiMhe was much lefs thought of. H^ 
lived and died# pious man, however, in the eftima- 
tion of thofe \Hioknew him well. 
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WILLIAM MURPHY. 

Mr. William Murpliy was among the earlieft 6f 
the Baptift preachers raifed in Virginia. His talents 
were viewed, as very confiderable for that period* 
He and his brother Jofeph were called, by way of 
derifion, Murplii/'$ ' l>gys. It was at one of their 
meetings, that colonel Harriss was brought to a full 
fen fe of his danger; as .mentioned in his biography- 
William Murphy was not only an experimental: 
preacher, and in that way, cf g^eat ufefuinefs ; but. 
when the difputes about free will and free grace,, raa 
fo high in the aflbciations, in 1775, &c. William 
?vlurphy was found among the ableft, disputants In 
fupport of the dodlrin^s of free grace. 

After .cpntiauing his miniftrations. in Virginia and 
North Carolina, for a good many years, he then mo- 
lded to the weftern country; and from thence, a lew 
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years fince, he pafled oyer Jordan and catered tlic 
land of reft. * 



' , JOSEPH MURPHY^ 

Mt. jofeph Murphy,, brother to the hfk. m«n tidtt- 
ed gentleman, and wh^ also becamst a fellow lal>o«f- j 
€r with him in the vineyard of. Chriil„ia ftMl liying 
in Surry county^ North Carolina ; and is about fevcti- 
ty fix years of age. . i 

He was not thought to poHefs talent^ equal to his - 
brother, yet was efteemed a man df ftrong^ j:iatural 
parts ; which were wholly negkx9:ed until he turjied 
religious. Then he fought for knjfcv-ledgc of ev^ry 
fort by which he could promote thMcaufeof truth. 
He learned enough of letters to en»le [hina to r^ad 
titid to preach his bible. He pbilbir^ ready' wit and 
a bold and intrepid fpirit; by which things he of ten 
foiled his adverfaries wtthotit convertijig them. As 
a difeiplinarian, he ^(^ras thpught judicious and ufeful. 
-He was once taken up, and carried before, a- oiagif- 
trate for preaching; but he defended' himfelf fo c;x- 
pertly, that the magifttate bade him go about his btt- 
finefs. He is laow refpefted as a vcnerabfe <?ld ,man. 



i9^ 



3SSS 



.ELIJAH BAKER. / ^ 

He was born anno 1742, in the cdunty of Ltmen*- 
burg, of honeft and reputable, but not opulent pa- 
rents. When grown to the f cars of maturity he was 
much addidted to frolics and foort of all forts. Gq- 
ing to hear Mr. Jeremiah Walker preach, he became 
throughly convinced of the neceffity of vital religion • 
-Jlia volatile difpofitioh, nevcrthdeis kept him from 
fceking for it. Hdwever refolved^ when under 
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preaching, all his refc^lutiom would fail >at the (bund 
of the fiddle^ or th^ (ToFdial iavkation of his plea£int, 
but caFual cotnpaiiioixs. Hie at lail came to a deter^ 
mtnation to give his old companiosbs 0];ie mope fro- 
lic, and then forfake them forever, This^ rcfolution 
he kept; and was no more to be found among the 
fo0s of car nal pleafufe , He Uflendd noWi not to the 
mufic of the violin, but' to fublimer n^wfic^ the 
faithftil preaching of th© gofpd; Thus ^ving* up 
the Worlds afiM many previous imffeftual ? e^rts, 
bis convi<ltion€ ^ foon became ex^reedingly (harp and 
lunge^nt. Sometimes he v^s Co convulfed^as not to 
le. able to ftand. tteavdn ultimately* fmiledi and 
Mr. fiako- was conftrained by^ the love of God now 
ihed abi?oad in^ his heart, to. make a* profeffionof 
gr^G6; and was baptked, anno 1769^, by Mr* Samuel 
Harrii^^ lUilerate as^ he wa$i he^ immediutely com* 
menced publiq. fpeaking. When he firfi: made a pro^ 
iefii(m> he was remarked fer being often call do w{% 
withddubte refpe<aing the reality of his coaverfion* 
This^ by the bye, did nc^ hinder him from oKikinj 
great ex^tlone, firft as an ie^horter and ilDger^ an< 
tfeea a preacher* Having exhorted about twelve 
months^ hisfirft labours v^re laid outr chiefly in the 
county of ^ Ihs nativity and the adjacent ones, where 
he was happily inftrumental in planting and wa- 
tering fevcral churches. After about three years, 
he gave up all worldly cares^ and - devoted his whole 
time to preaching and other mimilerial duties. About 
175^3, he began to flretch his Klines, and to travel 
more'extenfively^ Gomiijg down into thel^werend 
of Henrico, he, in oonjuniaion with one or two 
others^ pknted Boar Swamp church. Then, as his 
way would be opened, he extended his labours gra- 
dually downwards; and was chief inftruaaent in pknt- 
iag all the churches in James €ity, Charles City, 
York, &c; Then, croffing over York river into 
Gloueefter, preached in the lower end of that coun- 
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ty with conliderable faccefs. There, he ibrmed ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Thomas Pilliott, then refident 
of Glouceflcr, but who had not long before moved 
from the Eaftern Shore, Mr. EUiott, difcoveringa 
beauty in religion, felt his heart's deiire that his br<e^ 
thf^n in the flc£h might be faved., Accordiqgly,. 
fpring^ 1776, they fet fail, and arrived on the E^;il- 
crn Shore of Virginia, on E after Sunday; and went 
immediately to caurch, where an eftabliflied clergy- 
man was,,tnat day, to preach and adminifter the facra- 
ment. After waiting for fome time, and finding the 
minifter did not come^ Mr* Baker told tjbe people 
• that he would preach for them, if they would go 
down to the road* The novelty of the fcene exci- 
ted their attention, and the people went. Mr» B, had 
no other pulpit than the end of ^ horfing tree ; which 
having mounted> he began one of the moft fupceft* 
ful minifterial labours> that has fallen to the lot of 
any mati in Virginia* Mapy woaderecf ; fome mock^ 
ed J and a few were ferioufly wrought upon. He 
continued his miniilrations, fromhoufe to houie^ fov 
feveral days. .And when he hft them> he appointed 
to return again at Whitfuntide. .At his fecond vilitf 
he was accompanied by his brother ]U6onard ;. who 
was at that tin^ only an exhorter. When they w» !i 
rived, they were informed that the minifter of the || 
parifli had appointed to preajEh againft the Baptifts, 
and to prove them to be in an error, Mr. Baker 
and his company went to hear him« His argumentfi 
Were incfFeftual. The people followed Baker. He 
preached that night at a Mrs, Hunt*s. His brother 
continued with mm about a week. Tliey lud meet- 
ing both day and night. The efFe<3:s were * not re- 
markable at fij;ft; but at every meeting there were 
good appearances. This encduraged Mr. E. Baker 
fo much, that he ^^efolved to remain there for fome 
time. His brother left him labouring in the vine- 
yard. His labours were greatly blefled" He be- 
came at once almeft a refident ; for indeed filled as 
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Re was with incrcafing folicitude for the pfdfperity 
of the gofpel, he could not be found elfe where, than 
at the places where he had evidences that God call?- 
edhim. After he married, he f?ttled in Northampr 
ton county. 

In doing fo much good, it fell to Mr. Balccr'g pot<» 
tion (as generally happens) to give olFeiicc to thc> 
enemy of fouls and his fubordinate agents. They 
put him into Accomack prifon, and kept him there 
many days. The moft ' attrocious attempt was that 
©f feizing him by a lawlef? power, and cgirrying him 
on board of a vcflel in the adjacent waters; where 
they left him : having contrafted with the captain to 
make Wni work his paffage over the feas, and then 
. leave him in fome of the countries in Europe ; al- 
ledging that /ie was a disturber of the peace. This 
tookplace on Saturday night. He was immediately 
put to work^and kept at it until late at night. The 
next day, being Sunday, he aske^^nd obtained leave 
of the captaipL to fing and pray among the crew. 
The Captain attended ; and was convinced that he 
was a good man. Without delay he fet him on 
flibre. In the mean time, his friends had defpatch- 
ed a meflenger to the governor, to obtain authority 
to prevent his being carried forcibly away. This 
they obtained ) but Mir. B. was difchargcd before 
his return. He met with various kinds of perfecu- 
tion : which only ferVed to confirm his; faith, ai^d 
whet his zeal in his Redeemer's caufe, 

Mr. Letand, in a letter to the compiler, make^ 
the following rcniarks refpcdting this blefled man : 

/Ms it poflible for you to get the biography of 
Elijah feaker ? He began his career in Mecklenburg, 
or near that place : was cotemporary with John Wil- 
liams and jirft ordainecf in a church of that place : thea 
came to Boar Swamp, and, with J. Anthony, plant- 
ed that church : then to Charles City, James City^ 
and York, where he alfo planted churches : thence 
he crofled the Mockjack bay, and did the like, in ^ 



396 BIOGBit^HY OF 

part of GloMtk^tp - caHed' Gukea : thtnce ovtt the 
bay to the Edi€tn Simre of ¥ii^inia and M^^yiand^ 
where be conftituted the iirft ten Baptiflr churchi^s in 
thofe pam. 

Hp was 9 man of low parentage, fmall lejirninr^ 
and confined abilities, fiut with one taSenii he did 
more- than many do with , five . If jiritice ^cocild bfe 
done his menaory^ the detail woiildm^tke ^a tichfa^ 
in* your ihtended hiftory. At the laft Salishojiy ,Mb#» 
ciaticHi, which he attended when nearly -wotn txtt 
with diieafe, at the clo& of the meeiing iie addrei^- 
^d the audience in a manner as if heaven and eardt 
were coming together ; then, pluming to! Mr. Lc--- 
mon's, foon died/' 

He had declined in health a confideraWe tkne be-* 
fore his death ^ and having a wifh to fi^ehis brothct 
Leonard, of Halifax, Virginia, to whoffthewa^^nd:* 
ly attached ; he wrote him a letter, dated September 
2 1 ft, 1 79 8 ; of whi4^ the following is an extra A t 

* ^ " '  " ' ^ ' • ^ ' • And now, brother, arc you ftruggiing 
through rjie trials of this life, leaning upon your fie- 
loved? Labouring, and waiting for the coming of 
the Lord Jefus, who ihall change our vile bodies^ 
and faihion them according to his glorious body? 
Or have you got into a lukewarm ftate, which I fear 
has been too prevailing amongft fome! 

** Ocar brother, fome of my complaints are iuch^ 
that I dp not expe^ to continue long in this vrarld : 
However, I leave that to ray dear Redeemer, who 
has the power of hf^ and death in his own hinds. 
But in all probability, I fhall never be able to come 
out as far as your houfe again : yet, dear ferodiur, I 
Ihould be very glad to fee you, if you could Inake it 
convenient to come over once more, while I live* I 
will pay all your expcnfcs. And if opr dear mo- 
ther is yet alive, I can fend out foin^ i^lief to her* 
As to religion, thanks be to God, there is fomp Uulc 
ftiramongftus. I have baptized eight lately/' 
It fecms, his brother could not go immediately^ 
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but ftarted in a few weeks; and imved juft time 
.enoiigh to fee him die: which took place, November 
6th, tj<)S. 

As he died at Doftor Lemon's, it will be moft 
fuitabie to quote the Dodlor's own words refpeding 
kim, in a letter to the compiler. ^* In Mr, Baker, I 
iburid the Ifraelite indeed, the humble chriftiarn ; the 
preacher of thegofpel in the fimplicity of it j and the 
triutophant faint, in his laft moments. In his preach*- 
mg, he was very plain ; and generally experimental : 
always very exprefs on the dOcSrine of regeneration : 
never entering upon the dodlrines by which he con- 
ceived he ihould give olSence to one or another. In 
his laft illnefs, I attended his bed fide, day and nighf , 
for three weeks : and had many moft agreeable con- 
verfations with him, on the glorious things of the 
kingdom of Chrijft. He retained his fenles to the 
laft minute^ and feemed rather ttanflated, than to 
fuffer pain in his diffolutibn. Death was to him as 
familiar in hi? converfatioti, as if he talked of an ab- 
ient friend from ^^hom heexpeSed a vilit/'* 

He was twice married, wis fifft wife was Sarah 
Gopeland; a lady of refpe(3fable connexions : by 
Ivhom he had one fort, now living. She died ; and 
he then married a widow lady, on the Eaftern Shore | 
who had no child by him. 

* In the feme ktter, the DoSor mentions Mr. Philip Hughes j 
who alfo died at his houfe , and who was in hU 4ay a man of note 
in the miniftry, both on the Weftern and Eaftern Shore : but as 
his ciandle rather went out in darktiefs, it will not be profitable 
tt> hj ntnch about hiiti. "By way of caution to young minifters^, 
they may be informed, .«that by marrying he became rich, by be- 
ing rioh hie became proud aud careUfs; an Antinomian in pria* 
ciple, and intemperate in pradlke. His laft years wsre a blot 
iqpon his .firft, le/N$ mtbi Gatt^ £sPr. 
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JOHN WILLIAMS. 

* — . . 

He was born in thecounty of Hanovfer, anno iif^Y% 
He was of a very refpedlable fanlily, and received z, 
tolerable education. In the month of June, 1769^ 
when adling as a. flieriff of Lunenburg, he was awa- 
Jcened to know and to feel. his fin and his danger* 
He became a convert ^ and ihortly after, lifted up his 
voice to exhort his fdlow men to flee from the wrath 
to come. He was not baptized until the firll Sun- 
day in February, ijjo. He continued to exhort, 
until fome time the following fummer; when he 
ventured to take a text; and from that time com- 
menced preacher, December, 1772, he was ordain- 
ed to the miniftry, and took the care of Meherrin 
church. His gifts, at firft, were far from being auf-^ 
picious- Many pronounced that he would never be 
a peracher : fo delufbry are the firll efforts of the 
mind- ^ 

He not only fucceeded in becoming a.> preacher, 
]t)ut in becoming a firll: rate preacher, at leaft, in the 
ellimation of moll of his acquaintances. 

He was exceeding fond of reading and writing; and 
indeed was generally ftudious : by which pieans, he 
greatly improved his nilnd» 

When hefirft comnienced preacher, he was zeal- 
ous, adtive, and laborious in the miniftry ; travelling 
and propagating the gofpel in different parts. He 
may well be numbered among the fathers in Ifrael, 
His talent, however, was not employed f0 much iri 
bfeaking down the bars of prejudice iii new^.and un- 
enlightened places, as in direfting and regulating the 
young converts when gathered by others. Pleafing^ 
affable, and refined in his manners, he had a hand to 
fmooth off fomq^of thofe protuberances left by rough- 
er workmen. In aflbciations he was expert with his 
pen, as well as vviiff to offer counfeL He adted as; 
clerk to the Geijeral AiTociation j and V>iicn tbeydi- 
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vided the aflbciation intOMiiftrids, a unanimous vote 
pf thinks was offered Mr. W. for his faithful and 
t ^skilful fervices as ckx'-k of the aflbciation. He alfa 

diicharged tlvj. daries of clerk to the Roanoke Allocia- 
tion until a little time previous to his death. He in* 
». troduced feveral excellent regulations both into the, 

r General' and ^'oanoke AiTociations, for the govern- 

ment of churches, &c. Few men underftood church 
difcipliue better, or were more fucccfsful in building 
up large refpeftable churches wherever he attended. 
For many years he afted as paftor to fopr churches., 
whom he attended monthly. He was in hi^h efti- 
mation both as a man and a minifter* Even the ene^ 
mies of the 13aptifts, would often except Mr; W. 
from their reproaches. In his temper towards thofe 
of other religious perfuafions, he was remarkably li-. 
beral. Indecd/byfome of his acquaintances it is faid^ 
that he was friendly to open communion ; but that 
he was reftrained from putting it into pradice, by 
his tendernefs for his brethren ; moil of whom differed 
from him on this head. This liberality of fpirit did 
; not prevent him from maintaining his own principles 

i with great firmnefs, whenever an. occafion offered. 

It was fueh an occafion as this, which drev/ forth 
' his reply to Mr. Patilloe's* fermon on infant baptifm. 

He committed his arguments to writing, with an 
intention of printing them in the form of a pam- 
phlet ; but ^as nothing cime gat 0n the other 
fide, arid as fo much had been already published on 
that fubjeift, it was not put to the prefs. 

In his preface he makes the following remark : 
•^ I hope 1 have fufficiently demonflrated to my 
c-ountrymen, for a feries of years, that I am not over- 
bearing on others, or bigoted to my own principles 
which arc not clTential to falvation ; but have uni- 
formly endeavoured to promote a catholic fpirit, with 
jeace and concord, in the Ifrael of God. But ne- 
\^rthekfs I am fet for the defence of the gofp?I ^ 

4 * A celebrated Prcibytcrian I^eacKer. 
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and as fuch, circumftances often occur, that involun-r 
tarily lead me forth to contend for the faith and or-» 
d^r of Chrift's church." 

He was generally upon the beft terms with the 
Presbyterians ; who were pretty nunao-ous in his 
neighbourhood. 

His talents, if not equal to any, were certainly very 
little inferior to thofe of the firfl grade. 

His appearance in the pulpit was noble and ma- 
jeftic, yet humble and affe(3'ionate. In the begin- 
ning of his difcourfes, he was doftrinal and fomewhat 
methodical : often very deep, even to the aftonifli* 
ment of his hearers. Towards the clofe> and indeed 
fometimes throughout his fermon, he was exceeding-^ 
iy animating. His exhprtations were often incona* 
parable. At an early period, he became very cor- 
pulent. At an aflbciation, in the year* 1793 he acci- 
dentally fell by the turning of a ftep,as he was pfeff- 
ing out of a door, an4 became', for a yeal- ot two, a 
cripple ', being under the neceflity of going on 
Crutches. Ndtwithttanding this, he would ftiJl go 
in a carriage to the' meetingSj and preach fitting in* 
chair in the pulpit. During feveral of the laJft year* 
of his life, he was nfflided with a very painful dif-^ 
eafe. Under his fevere fufferitigj he was not only 
patient, but, when he could have any mitigation of 
his pain, he was alfd cheerful. About ten day« be-, 
fore his deathr, he was attacked by a pleurify ; from. 
which, no medicine could give him: relief. His 
work was fioiflied ; and his M^fter had called for 
him. On the 30th day of April, 1795* he fell 
afleep.- ' * 

Nothing very remarkable tranfpired at his death. 
He was penilve and fileht. He told his wife, that 
to live or die was to him indifferent : he had commit- 
ted this to God, wlbo, he knew^ would do right. He 
faid he felt fome anxiety for his numerous family i 
but that thefe alfo, he was willing to truft in the 
handtj of a gracious Providence. 
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January, 1768, he ^as* niarried to.Mifs Prances 
H'lgaes^ of Pa\vhataa Gou-aty ; by w lOin he had 
fourteen children; of ^vhorn, eleven vV:::re liviag, at 
the time of hi$ deuh : md of thefe, four pro felled re* 
ligion, and were baptized  
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JAMES READ. 

$0 much has already been faid of \fr. Read, ia 
O^ur account of the firft rife of the Baptifts in Spot- 
fylyania^ &c* that we may sow be much ihorter. 
He was born about the year 1725 or ij26* His fa- 
ther lived froiijt;he time Mr. R. was ahout feven 
years old, on the Shenandoah river. He had early 
and awful alarms about eterial things, when nothing 
more than a boy. He fays, that when bound an ap^ 
prentice the , would often call upon God, on particular 
emergencies ; and that he often had the moft mani- 
feft anfwers. to. his prayers. Once he ftates, that 
having perm iilion from his maimer to go and fee His 
parents^ he ca^pe to a creel^ fo much fwelled that he 
could not pafs. Heing much diftrefled he fell up- 
on his knees and prayed to God to help him bver» 
After a little time, a horfe that was feeding near at 
hand, aftually came to where he was : believing him 
to be fent of Providence^ he mounted him without 
f .ddle'or bridle. He carried him over.; and then dif- 
iiiounting, the horfe immediately returned. Thefe 
znfwets of prayer increafed his religious impreflions, 
fo that to many h^ appeared to be running into me^ 
lancholy. 

Jt was not until l^e had commenced a man of 
family, and had, in a great meafure, {haken off 
his fcrious thoughts, that he met with the Mew- 
lights as they were called in iVorth ^ arolina, to 
which place he had moved about tae fame time that 
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Stearns and Iils party canfsc* Under Mi'. IMarflialFs 
preaching, he was firft wrought upon according t6 
the gofpel plan. After fomc ftruggles againft it, he 
linally became a Baptift: probably as early as 1756 
or I ■^57. When he firll profefied, hfe could neither 
read nor write. He immediately began to learn, his^ 
wife being his tnftruftor. Qi his fubfequent labours 
and ufefulncfs, and alfo his dovv;nfall, fee a full ac-«- 
count, page 9, &c. After his excommunication, in. 
Spottfylvania he went on home, called Grafly Creek 
church together, of which he wasa mcmbfer, made 
Confefflon of his guilt and profefled repentance, a liia^ 
jority were willing to excufe him 5 but doing e^ery 
thing by unanimity, they tealled for helps. N ot giv- 
ing fatisfadlion, his c^ccommunicatioim Was confirmed; 
This took place, Nov. 21, 1770. He made no attempt 
for reftoration until the next Jtily ; When he was re- 
jeded; the church not thinking his repentance evan^ 
gelical. His next attempt was July, 1772 : he was 
again rejected j and for the same reafon- On the 7th 
of September, the church calling for helps, he was 
reltored to memberfhip ^ and in i^ovember, he was 
reftored to the free exercife of his miniftry. We 
have^detailed the particulars more at large, becaufe 
Mr. Read wks cfertainfy a diftinguifhed preacher in 
the firft rife of rcKgion, and likcwife to fhow how 
cautiouily they aded in thofe days.* " 

He was never as ufeful after his reftoratidn. He 
liowtver, continued tb preach ; and was iefteerated 
feymoft of his acquaintances, a fincere chriftian, and 
as a father in the gofpel ; although he had fhamefuU 
^, though fo^ a fliort, tiitati, departied from the right 
iwaj. He tells us in his manufcript, that about 179^1,. 
he was ftirred up of God, to travel through die 
churches in Virginia, and to endeavour to encouage 
them to zeal and perfeverance. Though infirm in 
body he made the attempt. He fays he was kindly 

 Thia account is taken from Grafly Creek church booi;. 
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aad refpeiifuliy received by the. trrethren wherever 
he wentj and that his labours werp blefled^to the 

defined end* 

For abput thirty year.s before his deathi he ufed to 
fay, thajhe had a prefentim^t of his .death, and that 
itwoi^ld not take plaqe until he was feventy two* 
And lifter . that, J?e ihoidd iQQk fgr, death every day* 
From want pf e4ucation, he<3idnDtnot know the 
precife: year when that vsrojuld happen, but laid It was 
one of 3 years. Accordingly, in die year 1798^ which 
was abotit th? time expected, he. finjUlied his courfe, 
|li? death was gionoaS indeed. He declared, not 
only a wiUingnef^, but W anxiety to depart apd tg 
be v^ith Chrift, His lai^ words were^ j^ turning to ^, 
friend fta-ding by)-^ ^^ dp you not. fee the angels wait* 
iflg to convey my foul to glory?'' 

He lived and d^gd ^ j^oos: iiian, having generally a 
l^rge/amily* v . 
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John WALLER. ; 

No /chara<fter has a^ yet paiT^d before iis, more 
worthy of noticq thai^ |he prefent. 

He was h<^m, j^eccmbe|: 23d,, 174.1 y m Spotfylva- 
nia county ; was a delcendaii^t ;of the honourable f anai*. 
jiy of Wallers in England At a y^ry early period, he 
manifefted^ a great talent for fatyrical wit. ' This 
determined his uncle, who had J;hp diredion of his 
education, to bring; hinuip for the law. He was put to 
a graiiMiar fchooj ; a.nd made an encouraging ad- 
vancenaent in the dead languages^ His uncle's deaths 
and his fiither's narrow refpurces, atdded to his own 
unbridled inclinat;ions to vice, prevefited him from 
finifhing even his, claffical education. He nov^ began 
indeed to ft udy, not the laws of the land, but thofe 
of the gaming table. Letting himjelf loofe to every 
ipecies of wickednefs and profanity, he quickly ac- 
quired for himfelf the inlamous appellation of> Swe^j>- 
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wg JackWaTlir : by which he was diftinguilhed from 
others of the fame imnie: So far did he indulge his 
irafcbievous temper,, that he once had three warrants 
ferved on him at the fame time, on account of one 
uproar- It was frequently rem^arked by the coin- 
moB people, ** that there could be no deviltry among 
the people, unlefs Swearing Jack was at the head of 
it/' He was lonictimes called, the Dei)its udjutanf 
to mufter his troops. To thefe, may be added, his 
fury agamft the Baptifts* He was one of the grand^ 
jury who prefented L. Craig for preaching. This 
happily terminated in his good. < raig,; in order to 
turn their milchievous intentions into fomething be* 
neficial, watched the difmiffion of the grand jury ; and 
in order to gain their attention, more certainly, 
bought them a mug of grog. After he had gotten them 
together, he began, "I thank you, gentlemen of the 
grandjury, for the honour you have done me. While 
1 was wicked and injurious, you took no notice of 
me ; but fince 1 have altered my courfe of life, and 
endeavoured to relorm my n<^igbours, you concern 
yourlelves much about me. 1 have gotten this mug* 
of grog, to treat you with ; and fhall take the fpoiling 
pf my goods joyfully.*' When Mr. W. heard him 
fpeak in that manner, and obferved the meeknefs of 
his fpirit, he, was convinced that t raig was poflcfled 
of fomething that he had never feen in man before* 
He thought within bimfelf, that he ihould be happy 
if he could be of the fame religion With Mr, Craig. 
From this time^ he began to attend their meetings.. 
And was found of the H oly Spirit. The command- 
n ent came and he died. He faw and felt himfrlf a 
flnner. He now^ for the firft time, except in blaf- 
pheming, began to call upon the name of the Lord, 

* Mr. Craig was reiDarkably pipfi^ and zealous ; availing hifti* 
felf of every opportunity to inculcate thegoipe] of Chrifi. He 
knew the grog was the moft certaij: way to comnand the atten* 
tion of the grandjury, to whom he defired to pflera lecture. '*'Bc 
'^Q wife as ierpents and harmleis as daves*-* 
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lOHN waller; 40.^ 

His convidions were de©p and pungent. He ate no- 
plcAfant bread and drank no pbafant water, for feven 
or eight months. He wa3 almoft in defpair. Ho 
relates his exercifes in the following words ; 
^ 'M had long felt the grcateft abhorrence of my? 
felf; and began ahnoft to defpair of the mercy of 
God. However, I deternained in royown foul^ ne- 
ver to reftfromi fecking, until it plealcd God to (how 
mercy or cut, me off. Under thefe impreiEons, £ 
was at a certain place, fitting under preaching. i)n 
a luddeo, a man exclaimed, that he found grace ^ 
i^pd began tp praife God. No' mortal can defcribe 
the horror with which 1 was feizedatthat inltant. I 
began to conclude m) damnation wvls certain. Leav- 
ing the meeting, 1 hafted into a neighbouring wood, 
and dropped on my knees before God, to beg for 
mercy. In an iniiant, > felt my heart melt, and a 
fweet application of the Redeemer's iove to my poor 
foul. I'he calm was great j but fhort.'* 

From this time, he felt fome increafe ofilrengthj 
yet at fome times, he. felt the enemy break 'irf upon 
him like a flood ; and he iWOuld be aimoft ready to 
give up his hope. But the application of thefe 
words gave him great comfort: ** Who is among 
you that feareth the Lord; that walketh in darknels . 
aiid hath na light ; let him truft in the name of the 
Lord, and flay upon his. God.'* Ifaiah 50. 10. And 
again: ^* By thijs we know that we have pafled 
from death unto life, becaufe we love the brethren.'' 

By the time Mcffrs. Harrifs and Read came on 
their next tour, he felt lufficiehtly confident to be- 
come a candidate for baptifi^ 5 and going up into 
Orange county, was there baptized by Mr. Read, 
fome time in the year 1767. Baptifm was to him, 
as it has been to thousands, a fandlified ordinanccr 
His foul received great acceffion of ftrength and 
comfort. Chrift was revealed in him Having 
contradted debts by diffipation, he fold property to 
pay them. He Gonferr^ed not with flefli and blood ; 
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but began to preach, that men ought €v6ry where tQ 
repent. It was act long before his labours becanie 
efte(^tual, at leaft, in ope way. That arch enemy of 
fouls, whom he had ferved, fa feiithfuHy before^ now;, 
began to roar in hideous peals againft him. He suc-^ , 
reeded in raifingup a powerful oppofition.* 

At length> it was thought proper to conftitute.^- 
church, in A Jr. Waller's neighbourhood ; who ma* 
king choice of him as paftor, Jie was ordained to th45 ' 
work of the miniftry, June zothf IJJQ* He now 
began to lengthen his cords. Bending his courfe 
downwards, he baptized Rev. William .^ebbcr, be-^ 
ing the firft he did baptize, Odober, J 770, ac- 
companied by J* Burrus, he travelled down as far as 
Middlefex, (lee the account, page 13). Wherever 
he went, he was attended by a divine power ; turn- 
ing many to righteoU^nefj^, His name founded far 
and wide. By the ungodly, he was confidered as a. 
bold, inexorable fanatic, that would do mi^ch mif- 
jchief unlefs reftrained. The Bs^ptifts anc( their ad- 
herents looked upon him ^ fet for the defenpeof 
their caufe ; and with much confidence rallied around 
him, as their leader. His perfecutions andimprifon- 
ment in, Cafoline, in Middlefex, in Eifex, &c.,havei 
been already mentioned in our General Hiftory, 

In this bright and burning way, Waller continued 
until 1775 or 1776^ when, he formed an acquaint- ^ 

ance with one Williams, a preacher of fome talents, 
apparent piety, and \r\ Mr. Wclley's connexion, con- ^ 

feqiiently an Arminian : this mafi, by his converfati- \ 

on and books, so .wrought upon Mr. Waller*s mind, j 

as to bring him over to believe the Arminian fyftem* 
Knowing this to be contrary tq the ppinipns of his. 
brethren, he refolved to make a bold effort to preach 
and argue his principles at the next aflbciatiofi ; and 
thereby convince his brethren i px failing in diis, to 

* See a fall account of hii perfeoitionBi in o\ir General Hilto- 
ry^ page 15, and elfewhere*^ 
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fubmit to be cut off from them- Accordingly, he 
took his text, i Cor. 13. i \ ; In his exordium, he 
jftated, that when young and 'inexperienced in religi- 
on, he had fallen in with the Calviniftic pJah; but 
that becoming more expert in dodrine, or in the 
language of his text, when he bccanie aman, he put 
away thefe childifh notions. He then went length- 
ily into the argument. For want of truth, or for 
Want of talents, he made few, if any converts to his 
opinions ; and of courfe, had to confront the whole 
hbft of preachers and members now aflembled. Mr. 
Waller, forefeeing his fate, took the fhorter. and more" 
feputable courfe.' Inftead of awaiting a fair trial, 
he proclaimed himfelf an independent Baptift preach- 
er. This ftep was probably reforted to by Waller, 
under an expedlation that his popularity was fo great, 
that he Ihould be able to bring over many of the 
churches to his party. Be it as it may, he immedi- 
ately commenced his operations on an extenlive plan. 
On his return from the aflbciation, he ufed his utmofl 
endeavbur to form a ftrong party. He preached 
from houfe to houfe; fpread his wings over a large 
field of minifterial labour ; ordained lay elders in eve- 
ry neighbourhood, to prevent inroads ; and als6 feve- 
ral helps in the miniftry. He alfo eftablifhed what 
he called camp meetings ; in which, they continued 
together feveral days, under certain written regula- 
tions, of which the following is an extrad. 

Camp- Meeting Regulations* 

I. No female, on any account whatever, fliall be 
piermitted to ftay in the camp, later than an hour by 
Tun at night J nor appear in the camp, earlier than 
^n hour by fun in the morning 

n. The perfons in the .camp, fliaU depend for fuf-^ 
*enance, during the camp meeting, on the friendly 
hofpitality ol the neiglibourhood. 
/HI. Any perfon in cahip, waking at any period of 
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the night, may pray or fiag, without difturblng the 
flumbers of others. 

The novelty of thefe meetings, excited the atten- 
tion of the people in fuch a manner, that great mul- 
titudes .crouded after him. 

By thefe m^ans, his party gained ftrength daily. 
Few men pofleffed greater talents for heading a p\rty 
of this defcription, than Mr'. Waller. The only 
thing in which he was deficient, was, that lie could 
tiot be happy while feparated from his brethren. 
He ufcd to fav, that in the midft of apparent pro/^ 
perity and the carefles of his friend^s, he ftill yearned 
after the people of God from whom he had witdrawn. 
Some years after his refloration, he faid to a young 
preacher who was difiatisfied, and talked of diflent- 
ing, '* If you coujd haveadiftant view of m^iufFei;- 
ingand leannefs of foul, while a diflenter from my 
brethren, you would never again indulge fuch a 
thought '* . He was again fully rein jflatcd in connex- 
ion with his brethren, in 1787 j when a full union be*- 
tween Separates, Regulars, and Independents, was 
accomplifhed.* 

A very great revival commenced under Mr. Wal- 
ler's miniftry, in 1787. This continued for feveral 
years ; and fpread through all his places of preach- 
ing In this revival he was greatly engaged; and 
baptized from firft to laft, many hundred* Early in 
this revival, Mr. A. Waller, fon of his brother Ben- 
jamin, was brought in; and in fome few years began 
to preach. Mr. Waller immediately recognized him 
as his fucceflbr ; and declared that he believed his 
work in that part of the earth was finifhed Accord^^ 
ingly, Noveqiber 8th, 1793, after taking the moft 
affedionate farewell of the churches, he moved hi? 

■* A partial reftoration hid taVen place fome years beforethi^i^ 
so that Mr. Waller and his party met in affociation^ wichther 
' Separate Baptiils* 



family 16 Abbeville, in the flate of South Carolina. 
This removal w^as faid to have arifen, partly from 
economical confiderations^ and partly from a ftrong 
defireon his own, and on the part of his vvife, to liv* 
near a beloved daughter ; who had fome time pre vi- 
bufly, married Rev. Abraham Marfliall, of Georgia. 
Perhaps there might be other caufes His labours 
in his new refidence, were ilfo bleffcd; but not to a 
great extent. He remained, however, faithful in 
the caufe, until his death ; which took place, July 
the 4th, i8o2. 

His death was, as might bjc hoped and expeded^ 
truly glorious. His eldeft fon defcribes it, in the fol- 
lowing words : 

** His confiiit with death, as it refpefled bodily 
afflidlion, was truly hard j but his foul appeared to 
be happy indeed! Never did I witnefs fucha refig-* 
nation and chriftian fortitude before! He was re- 
duced to a perfed: Ikeleton; and, in feveral places, 
the Ikin was rubbed off his bones. His pairis ap- 
peared to be excruciating; but no murmur was heard 
from his lips* On the contrary, he would often fay, 
^ I have a good M after ; vvho does not give me one 
ftroke too hard, of one too many/ 

" The laft fermon he preached, was on the death of 
a young man. The text on which he preached, 
was Zechariah 2. 4. * Run fpeak to this young 
man . ' He addreffed himfelf chiefly to youth -, in 
feeble, but animating ftrains : obferving that he count- 
ed upon its being the laft fermon he fhould ever 
preach ; and fervently prayed, that, Sampfon like, 
ne might flay more at his death than he had done in 
his lite. He continued fpcakmg until his ftrength 
failed him. And with-reelmg fteps, he advanced to 
a bed; where, we thought he would have expired. 
From thence he was removed home in a carriage, 
for the laft time. He faid, as to his foul, he was 
underno concern ; as he had given it to Jefus long 
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fince : and he was under no doubt but wjiaf hiV 
JM after would provide a manfion for it, Juft before 
his departure, he fummoned all his family around 
him, black and white ; and told them, he was anxi- 
ous to be gone and 'to be prefent with Chrift : and 
then warned them to walk in the fear of God ; cor* 
dially fhook hands with all ; and foon after, with a 
pleafant countenance, breaihedhis laft and fell afleep 
in Jefus.*' I looked on the corpfe, with theie word^ 
frei3i in my mind : 

" O lovely appearance of death." 

Thus this great man of God, conquered the laft 
bnemy and afcended to that rest^ that remaineth for 
the people of God. He died in the fixty fecond 
year of his age ; having been a minifter of God's 
word for about thirty five years : having in that time, 
lain in four different jails, for the fpace of one hun- 
dred and thirteen days, in all; befides buffetings, ftripes, 
reproaches, &c. 'Nor was his labour in vain in the 
Lord. While in Virginia, he baptized more than 
two thoufand perfons ; affifted in the ordination of 
twenty (even minifters; and helped to conftitutc 
eighteen churches. For many years, he had the 
minifterial care of five churches -, to whom he preach- 
ed ftatedly. 

As a preacher, his talents in the pulpit, were not 
above mediocrity ; but he was certainly a man of 
very ftfong mind. His talents for art and intrigue, 
were equalled by few. This he exercifed fomtm 
times, as it was thought, beyond the innocence of the 
dove. He was perhaps too emulous to carry his fa- 
vourite points ; efpecially in aflociations* Yet it 
muft be owned, that fuch influence as he acquired 
in this way, he always endeavoured to turn to the 
glory of God. 

He had been married to Mifs E. Curtis, previous 
to his becoming religious* By herie had a number 
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of children ; fome of whom the old man had the hap- 
ginefs to fee profefs the fame faith with himfelf* 






JAMES CHILES. 

In every generation, there will be fome odd and 
eccentric religious men ; who, like Sampfon and Jos- 
nah, do much good, with a confiderable mixture of 
-evil. Mr. Chiles is an inftance of this fort of men. 
Before he embraced religion, having a fturdy fet of 
limbs and a refolute spirit, he often employed them 
in bruifing his countrymen's faces. He was likewife 
a gambler.. But God, who is riph in mercy, pluck- 
ed him as a brand from the burning. However 
converted in things of greater confequence, he was 
never converted from his oddnefs. lie was a mem*- 
ber of the firft Separate Baptift church north of 
James river. He was remarkably fond q£ vifions ; 
by which he pretended, to be taught of God hovV 
every matter was to eventuate. It happened, how- 
ever, like the Trojan prophetefs, if he had the gift 
of prophecy, his cotemporaries had not the gift of 
faith. So that it availed him nothing. His weak- 
ness in this particular, if it was a weaknefs, was hap- 
pily more than countervailed by his zeal and his fuc- 
cefs in the miniftry. He was the firft inftrument of 
planting the gofpel upon Uluerun. He alfo broke 
the way into Albemarle ; where many were convert- 
ed under his miniftry. In various other places, God 
fet feals to his miniftry. After a few years^ he mo- 
ved to South Carolina : where he planted a large 
church. He retained his notions about vifions, to. 
his laft day. Report fays, that after meeting with 
misfortunes, and being reduced in his property and 
health, he went to the houfe of a woman, and told 
her, that his God faid, he muft die there that day. 
She faid, I hope not, Mr- Chiles. Yes^ faid he. 
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my God fays fo : but, however, I will return 4^ 
while, and confult my <^'od again! 

He r turned; and, returning faid. Yes, Madami 
my God fays I mufl; die to-day. 

1 be woman again expreffed doubts. She faid. 
You look too well, Mr. Chiles, tp die fo foon. 

He faid| I will try my God once more. After re-^ 
tiring fpr fome time, in prayer, he came back, and 
faid. It is fixed; the decree is irrevocable: to-day I 
muftdie in your houfe. Having fo faid, he jftretch- 
<?d himfelf upon the bed, and yielded up the ghoft^ 



JOHN PICKET* 

Mr. Picket was born in King George countyj^ 
January 14th, 1744, of refpcd:able parentage. He 
had, when grown to the years of maturity, a very 
ftrong propenfity to gaoling and fports of every kind. 
He followed the buiinef? of a dancing mailer ; an4 
probably with a view to get bqfinefs in that line, as 
well as to indulge his propenlity for fport, he went; 
QiF about the year 1764 or 1765, to Pee Dee, in 
r^orth Carolina. God intended this tour for a very 
different purpofe. W bile there, he fell in at one of 
the meetings of Jofiah Murphy, one of the earlieft 
Baptifl preachers in thofe parts. Murphy fpoke a 
word in leafon to this prodigal. He came to himself, 
lie began to loathe the now wor5>e than hufky iports 
and plealures to which he had been devoted. He 
went to his father, and was feafted with the fatted calf^ 
and clothed with the beft robe. He was baptized by 
J. Murphy, anno 1766. So fpon as; he' felt the 
fmiles ot his heavenly Father, he wrote to his earth- 
ly parents, in Fauquier ; ipforming them of this mar-^ 
vellous change. They were 1 wallowed up with af- 
tpnifhment. To them^ it was ftrange indeed, tliat 



this their (on that they thought was loft, (hould be- 
come fo fervently pious 5 while their other fon^, that 
they had always with them, continued to be the 
{amc. This letter produced fome alarm in the fa«- 
mily j and fome good efFedts. Mr* Picket continued 
in ' orth Carolina, for fome time ; being unwilling 
to leave the iociety of thofe to vs^hom he was united 
hy ties ftronger than death. He did not return to 
Fauquier until after the death of his father, in 1 767^ 
When he came, finding his friends and neighbours 
ov^rfhacjowed with ignorance, he began to: warn 
them, commencing firft with private con verfation and 
exhortation, then to hold family woriliip. Then tg 
have little meetings, and addrefs them by way of 
exhortation. Thofe exertions being crowned with 
fuccels ; many being convidted and fome converted, 
he took texts and commenced preacher* Mr. Picket 
then procured a viiit from Mr. Murphy, who came 
to Fauquier and baptized a few. The work fpread 
far and near. Mr. Picket being fervent in fpirit, and 
thus encouraged, held not his peace, day nor night; 
but proclaimed boldly the things of God. In the 
fall of 176H, Meflrs. Harrifs and Read came and bap- 
tized thirty fcven more -, and conftituted them intp 
a church, November i^th, 1768, under the name of 
Carter's Run. Mr. Picket was ordained, and took 
the care of this church. May 27th, 1772,* His 
zeal and aftivity could not pa(s unnoticed by the ene- 
mies ot the crofs. The mob broke Into the meet- 
ing houfc and fplit to pieces the pulpit and table;. 
While the magiftrates iflbed their warrant and feiz- 
ing Mr. Picket thrufl him into Fauquier prison. 
There he continued for about three months preaching 
through the grates, and admonifhing as naany as came! 



1 



* We have a manufcl'ipt from the Carter's Hun church, and 
another from Mr. Leiand, taken when he lived in Virginia, and, 
probably from the lips of Mr. Picket ; which fpecifies the exuft' 
dale of thefe occurrences. . .We have,, th;^ re fore, followed Mr. [ 
L.'s manuscript, as to dates. i 
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to him, ^o repent und turn to God, The word oj^ 
God was not bound. Great numbers were awaken- 
ed under his. prifon labours. This imprifonment 
took place about 1 769. When he/v/as turned out of 
prifon, he feemed to increafe in zeal j and extending 
his labours round about in Culpeper, and over the 
Blue ridge, where he was fo succefsful, that, on the 
firft baptizing that was suppoied ever to have taken 
in Shenandoah, as many as rifty were baptized. He 
was never v/earied in well doing ; but continued fted* 
faft to the end. We will now clofe;our accoufit of 
him, in the words of the manufcript furnilhed by 
pne of the members of his own church : 

**He flood found in faith, calling on finners'to re- 
pent ; not fparing his 'own, but gave his labours tQ 
the Lord' and to his"fellow men; and went on with 
zeal and courage. Towards his latter days, his zeal 
for the good of fouls feemed to increafe. Infirmity 
appeared to urge on him, attended with deafnefs. 
About June, 1 803, he told his wife that his v/ork 
was finifhed ; tenderly befeeching her and his chil- 
dren, to ferve the Lord. And fo fell afleep." 

Well might the unrighteous, but enlightened 
prophet, wifh to die the death of the righteous. 



ELIJAH CRAIG. 

Mr. Craig was one of the firfl: converts to the, 
Baptifl preaching. He had been av/akened through 
the preaching of elder David 'I'homas, previous to 
1765; and at that time, viz. January, 1765, Mr. 
Allen Wyley procured the attendance of elder Samuel 
Harrifs, by travelling to Pittsylvania. When Mr. 
Harrifs came and preached an experience of grace, 
he found his heart could teftify to the truth of it.; 
having fometimc previoufly experienced a change, J 

which he had not viewed a,s converfion, but only {he ' 
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ebcouragement o( heaven to go on to feck. He was 
now fo ftrengthed, that, in conjandlion with cer- 
tain young converts In his neighbourhood, who 
were of the Regular Baptifts, he undertook to ex- 
hort, &c. ^hd to hold little meetings in the neigh- 
bourhood. His tobacco hpufe was their chapeL 
Being moll of them labouring men, they ufed to la- 
bour all day, and hold meetings, almofi: every night, 
at each other's houfes, and on Sundays, at the above 
mentioned tobacco houfe. By thefe little prayer 
and exhortation meetings, great numbers were av/a- 
kened> and fevfrral converted* For further account 
fee page 8 and 9« 

Mr. Craig was conftltued into the firfl Separate 
Haptift church in thofe parts, viz Upper Spotfyl- 
vania^ and was afterwards taken off" with the confti- 
tution of Bluerun, to which he was confecrated paf- 
tor. He was certainly a great ble(iing to Bluerun 
church : for under his care they flouriflied He was 
accounted a preacher of coniiderable talents for that 
day ; which, united to his zeal, honoured him with 
the attention of his perfecutors. They fent the flie- 
lifF and pofle after him, when at his plough. He 
was taken and carried before three magiftrates of 
Culpeper. They, without hearing arguments pro or 
con, ordered him to jail. At court, he, with others, 
wasaraio;ned. One of the lawyers told the court, 
they had better discharge them ; for that oppreffing 
them, would rather advance, than retard them. He 
,^id, that they were like a bed of camomile ; the 
more they were trod, the more they would fprcad* 
The court thought otherwife, and determined to ini* 
prifon them. Some of the court were of opiniqa 
that they ought to be confined in . a clofe dungeon ; 
but the majority were for giving them the bounds^ 
Mr. Craig fays they were fed on rye bread and water,,' 
to the injury of their health. After flaying therQ 
one month, preaching to all who came, he gave, 
bond for good behaviour, and came out. He wa^ 
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alfo confined in Orange jail, at another time. He 
was a preacher of ufetulnefs' for many years after he 
commenced ; but finally falling too much into fpe- 
culations, his miniftry was greatly hindered In 
1786, he moved to Kentucky ; where continuing his 
fpeculations, he became obnoxious to the church i 
and was excommunicated, anno 1791. How long 
he ftayed outj is not known, He was, however, 
reftored ; and continued in the church until the year 
1808 ; when he died. 

He was naturally of a cetiforious temper; an^aW 
ways feemed better pleafed to find out the faults than 
the virtues of mankind. This, however, fo long as^ 
he was warm in religion, was checked by a fuperior 
principle ; but after he declined in his religious excr- 
cifes and became a fpeculator, he could feldom be 
pleafed. As good a proof as any that could be na- 
med, of this peevifh temper, may be gathered from 
two pamphlets, his only writings that have evej 
reached us. In the one, he undertakes to prove that 
ilationed preachers or paftors of churches, are pre- 
eluded, by the fcriptures, from receiving any com- 
penfation for their fervices. In this pamphlet, hft 
takes fo many opportunities to condemn preachers 
for being money fcekers, that it would feem the 
main defignof the publication was to indulge a fault-* 
finding temper. His other pamphlet was a perfonal 
philippic againft Jacob Creath, on account of fome 
private difpute between Creath and a Mr. Lewis 5 
who is faid to be very refpedlable. Without know- 
ing anything as to the merits of the cafe or the prov 
vocation given by Mr. Creath ; candour compels* us 
to fay, that no provocation can juftify the ftyle of 
this pamphlet. It is writtenwith a pen dipt in poi- 
fon. The Baptifts are a free people ; and every one 
fays and does that which feemeth right in his owii 
eyes. But it is to be hoped that the prefent, nor any 
other generation will ever witnefs another publica- 
tion written in the ftyle or temper of the above pam ; 



tEWlS LUKSFORD. 417 



^hlet ; and that, too, by one Baptift preachef againft 
another^ 



LEWIS LUNSFORD. 

We iio\V Conid to the man, whd, in point of* talents^ 
as a preacher, was never excelled in Virginia ; and 
by niany it, is doubted whether he ever had a fupe-* 
rior any where elfe. 

Mt* Lunsford was born in Stafford county, Vir- 
ginia, of indigent parents. He received a very {lender 
education indeed ; nor had he the means to enlarge it. 
The God of nature furniOied him with powers to 
furmount all obftacles. To obviate the want of edu- 
cation, he ufed after working all day, to read till late 
at night, by firelights At an early ftage of his life, 
while attending the miniftfy of William Friftoe, he 
was happily arrefted by divine mercy. Mr. Frilioe 
baptized him when a boy. He immediately, both 
in private and in public, began to ftand up as an ad- 
vocate foe the gofpeL His talents, at this tender 
age, commanded attention, and procured for him the 
flattering appellation of The Wonder ftd Boy. After 
moving in a more confined circle for fome few years, 
he began to enlarge his borders. About .1774, di- 
vine Providence directed his attention to tlje lower 
counties^ in the Northern Neck. Wherever he 
placed his foot as a preacher, there attended a blefs- 
ing. Believers were added to the church, through 
his inftrumentality, in moft of the neighbourhoods of 
thefe lower counties. His preaching made a great 
noife ; not only for its ingenuity, but for dts novelty. 
Here, as in moft othen places where the Baptifts 
preached, they cried out that fome new dod:rine was 
ilarted ; that the church was in danger. Mr. L. was 
accounted worthy to (hare a part of this oppofition* 
A clergyman appointed a fet day to preach againft 

C 3 
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the Anabaptifts* Crowds attended to heir him. He 
told (lories about Jack of Ley den, and Crooi well's 
roundheads ; but he could not by fuch tales, ftop the 
golpel ,curreqt, now fwelling to a torrent. When 
Mr. L. preached again in the fame parts, they at- 
tacked him by more weighty arguments. A confta- 
ble was fent with a warrant to arreft him. The conr 
liable, with more politenefs than is ufualonluchoc- 
cafions, waited until Mr. Lunsford had preached. 
His fascinating powers palfied the conflable's hand« 
He would not, he faid, ferve a warrant on fo good aman * 
Another man took it, and went, tremblingly, and 
lerved it. Mr. Lunsford attended the fummons, and 
appeared before a magiflrate. He was held in a re- 
cognizance to appear at court. The court deter- 
mined, that he had been guilty of a breach of good 
behaviour ; and that he mufl give fecurity, or gp to 
prifon. He was advifed to give fecurity ; ultider the 
expedation of obtaining licenfe to preach He tried ^ 
but could not. He often regretted that he had taken 
this ftep ; and was forry he had not gone to prifon. 
This took place in Richmond county. 

After the repeal of the law for eflabliihing one 
fed: to the exclulion of the reft, a banditti attended 
Mr. Lunsford's meeting, with flicks and ftaves, to 
attack him. Juft as he was about to begin to preachy 
they approached him for the attack. His irreligious 
friends, contrary to his wish, drew ftakes out of a 
fence tp defend him. This produced a great up- 
roar and fome skirmiflies. Mr. Lunsford retired to 
a houfe. The perfecutors purfued him. . He (hut 
himfelf up j and they were not hardy enough to 
break in to him. One of them defired to have the 
privilege of conyerfing with Mr. L. with a view of 
convincing him. He was let in ; and did converfe. 
When he came out, he wore a new face. His party 
asked him the refult. You had better converfe with 
him yourfelves, faid he. 

It was not until January, 1778, thatPvlr. Lunsford 
b-came a fettled preacher, and took the care of Mo- 
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ratico church, conftituted at that time. He held it 
as an opinion, that impolition of hands by a presby- 
tery, was nat neceflary to ordination ; but that the 
call of a church was fufficient It was in this way 
he took the care of Moratico church* He never 
would fubmit to be ordained by the impofitiori of 
hands ; although the refufal produced no Imall dis- 
content among the Baptifts ; as may be fecn in our 
account of the General Committee and Affociations. 
In 1779, he married his firil wife ; aiid became a re- 
lident of Northumberland. From the time he fet- 
led in the Northern Neck, and, indeed, from the 
time he began to preach there, he gradually increaf- 
cd in favour with the people It is hardly probable 
that any man ever was more beloved by a people 
when living, or mere iam,ented when dead. He had 
two remarkable revivals of religion in the bounds of 
his church. The one, about the time of the coniH- 
tution of the church, and the other commenced in the 
year 178 B 5 and had fcarcely fubfided at bis death in 
1793. During thefe revivals, he was uncommonly 
lively and engaged. He preached almoft inceffant- 
ly : and by his acquaintances, after the laft revival, it 
was thought that he made a rapid advance in the im- 
provement of his talents, both in wifdom and warmth; 
efpecially the latter, from which he never recedeij, 
during his refidence on earth. Certain it is, that 
during feveral of the laft years of his life, he was more 
carefled, and his preaching more valued, than any 
other man's that e^r refided in Virginia. Lunsford 
was a fure preacher. He feldom failed to rife pret- 
ty high. In his beft ftrains, he was more like an an- 
gel than a man His countenance, lighted up by an 
inward flame, feerned to (hed beams of light where- 
ever he turned. His voice, always harmonious, 
now feemed to be tuned by defcending feraphs. His 
ftyle and his manner so sublime and lo energetic, 
that he feemed indeed like an ambaflador of the 
skies, sent down to command all men every where to 
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repent. He was truly a meflenger of peace ; and by' 
him the tidings of peace were communicated to mul-^ 
titudes. So highly was he eftimated among his own 
people, that there were but few preachers that vifit^ 
ed them, to whom they would willingly liften, even 
for once, in preference to their beloved paftor. He 
was alfo clever in converfation ; having a confiderable 
iharc of wit ; which in his cheerful moments he 
would ufe in an innocent, but entertaining manner. 
In argument, he inclined fomewhat to be fatyrical : 
and.^by this means, fometimes gave offence to thofe 
who did not know him well. It wa$, however, per- ] 
feftly clear, that he did not defign to fport with the \ 
feelings of any. For it is not likely that any man of j 
his popularity, ever had fewer permanent enemies. || 
He was very fond of reading ; and retained what he | 
read fo corre(3:ly, that few men could make more ex- 
tenfive quotations than Mr. Lunsford. For his own 
advantage, he had procured and read fome diflin- 
guiihed treatifes on medicine. He alfo kept family ] 
medicine. So capacious were his faculties, that ' 
with thefe fmall opportunities, he a<aually became fo 
ijkilful in the adminiftration of phyiic, that he was 
often called on to attend patients at a confiderable 
diftance. To all fuch applicants, he not only render- •^ 
ed^is fervices gratis, but often furnifhed medicine* « 
He had the care of a large aud opulent church, of 
whom fome were very liberal in their contributioiis: 
by a great part of them he was too much neglcded. ; 
For the want of this and of his own attention to his 
fecular affairs (through his miniltry) he was in but 
narrow circumllances. Yet, he lived well; and ren- 
dered to every man his jufl: dues. But now, painful 
as the task is, we mull add, that Lunsford died. 
This great, this good, this almpft inimitable man, 
died, when only about forty years of age. He lived 
in a fickly climate, and had frequent bilious attacks* 
Thefe were fometimes very fevere. For two or 
three years before his death, he laboured under re- 
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peatcd indifpofitions, even when travelling about. 
His manly foul would never permit him to flirink 
from the work, fo long as he had ftrength to lift up 
his voice. Sometimes, after going to bed as being too 
ill to preach, prompted by his feraphic fpirit,he would 
rife again, after fome other pcrfon had preached, 
and deal out the bread of life to the hungry fons and 
daughters of Zion. 

He was a fhepherd indeed. The Dover Aflbcia- 
tion, for the year 1793, washolden at Glebelanding 
meeting hDufe in Middlelex county • This was near- 
ly oppofite to Mr. Lunsford, and, the river excepted, 
probably not more than fifteen or eighteen miles from 
his houfe. Although juft riling from a bilious at- 
tack, he would not ftay from a place v/here his 
heart delighted to be, and where he had the beft 
ground to believe he could do good. He went ; and 
appeared fo much better, that he made extenfive ap- 
pointments to preachin the lower parts of Virginia. 
He was chofen to preach 'on Sunday ; and he did 
preach indeed. On Tuefday he came up to King 
and Queen, and preached at Bruington meeting 
houfe, from thefe words : Therefore let its not sleej/, 
as do others^ but let us watch and be sober. It was 
an awakening difcourfe, worthy of this maflerly 
workman. On that day, he took cold and /grew 
worfe. He however preached his lafl fermon the 
next day evening : Obferving when he began ** it 
may be improper for me to attempt to preach at this 
time ; but, as long as I have any itrength remaining, 
I Willi tQ preach the gofpel of Chnft; and 1 will 
very gladly fpend and be fpent for you. He thea 
preached his laft lermonfrom: ^' There f<irey bein^j; 
ju/iijied bij faiths we have peace with God, through 
our Lord J ejus Christ.'' He continued to grow 
worfe, until, having arrived at Mr. Gregory's in 
EiTex, he took his bed, from whence he was carried 
to the grave. In his licknefs, he was remarkably 
iilent ; having very little to fuy, which he coulli 
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•avoidr He was fond of joining in prayer: ajid 
fometimes exerted his now relaxed mind, in making 
remarks worthy offuch a man. He exprefi'ed feme 
anxiety, at thp thought of leaving his helplels family^ 
hut appeared quite refigned for the will of heaven 
to take place. On the 26th of Odlober^ ^191^ ^^^ 
fell afleep in the arms of Jcfus, aged about forty 
years. Rev. Henry Toler preached two funeral 
fermons for him. One at the place of his death, a- 
notherat Wx. Lunsford's meeting houfe, in Lancafter 
county, called Kilmarnock. Thefe two fermons were 
printed jn a pamphlet : and, annexed to them, were 
two 'handfome elegies, written by ladies of his 
church.^* It feemed to be a myftery to many, why 
God fhould have called home, fo great, fo ufeful a 
man in|he bloom of life. Thofe who thought pro- 
per to offer reafons or conjectures for explaining the 
\vays of Providence, feemed generally to agree, that 
Mr. Lunsford's popularity as a preacher had rifen 
too high. The people, wherever he was or w^^here 
he was expecfled, feemed to have loft all relifh for any 
other man's preachiqg: That, God knowing the 
capacity of moft of his fervants, was unwilling that 
the leller lights fhould be fomuch fwallowed up by 
the greater. Perhaps the better way is to form no 
conjedlure about it ; but reft perfuaded, that the ways 
of God are always wife ^ however unaccountable to 
man. 

He w^as twice married. He had by his firft wife 
onefurviving child. By his fecond wife, he Jeft 
three children. 



WILLIAM WEBBER, 

Mr. Webber is alfo one of the fathers in IiVael. 
He was bofn, Auguft 15th, 1747, of parents in the 
middle line of life. His ed location was but fieader ^ 

* Aoother was writtcu by Rev. A. Bi'pad<]u«, ^'hich ^rr.'j m'-?ch rrdmlred'. 
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having been sent to fchool only three years. A t fix- 
teen years ot age, he was put apprentice to a houfe- 
joiner. After he had ferved his ,time out, he con- 
tinued to work at his trade, until God called him to 
be a workman for him. In Oftober, 1769, he went 
to hear the Baptifts preach. He was awakened to 
know his danger : and his fpirit took no reft from 
that time until about fix months after, he obtained 
a hope of falvatipn; and was baptized, June 1770, 
by elder John Waller, then juft ordained. He had, 
as was ufual about that time, exercifed a gift in ex- 
hortation, previous to his being baptized. Of his 
further progrefs, his ordination, &c. fee the account 
la the General History, and, alfo, of Dover church. 
Few men in Virginia, fufFered more persecutions, 
than William Webber. He was firft feized in Chef- 
terficld county, December 7th, 1770, and imprifaned 
in that county jail until March 7th, 177 1 ^ juft three 
months. In Auguft, the fame year, he, was taken 
off the ftage, in Middlefpx county, and. put intopri- 
fon ; where he was confined forty five days ; having 
the bounds a part of the time. In both thefe prifons, 
he and his fellow fufl?erers ufed to preach through 
the grates, regularly twice a week, to fuch as would 
«ome ta hear. Befides thefe imprifonments, he was 
often very roughly treated, by the fons of Belial, at 
different places All of which, this man of God bore, 
with chriftian patience and meeknefs. Although he 
was in narrow circumftances, he ufed when young, 
to devote a great deal of his time to preaching : and 
being much refpecfted and beloved, he was an inftru- 
ment of doing a vaft deal of good. As he grew old- 
er, and his family larger, he foimd it nece^iry to 
limit his labours chiefly to his own and the adjacent 
neighbourhoods. He was ilill very facceislul in 
turning many to righteoiifnefs ; and m confirming the 
fouls of the difcipies. Mr. Webber was a man of 
talents, though not in the puipit: tljcre lie was hard- 
ly up to i3[iediocritv, - He v/as a man o'i fo'^ind and 
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correal judgment ; well acquainted with mankind^ 
well verfed in the fcriptures ; found in the principles 
of the gofpel, and ingenious in defending them 
againft error. As a companion, be was remarkably 
agreeable: .he was lively^ pleafant, and cheerful 
yet without levity. His converfation was chief- 
ly upon the fubjefl of religion: to which, he- had a 
turn for direfting the attention of his company, with- 
out permitting it to be irkfome* In his church, he 
was greatly beloved by 'his members, and air who 
knew him. He was remarkably plain^ both in his 
drefs and manners. His chief excellency, however, 
was in affociations arid public bodies. He was made 
moderator of the General Aflbciation, as early as the 
year 1778^^ And although there were many older 
ininifters than himfelf> for feveral years after, yet 
he feldom attended an aflbciation or General Coin- 
mittee but he was placed in the chair. ^' His addrefs, 
either in the chair or out of it, was far from being ac- 
compliflied. But, ftill, he was preferred before men 
of far more refined powers; on account of his foft, 
yet manly, aiFeftionate, and unaffedted method. It 
is likely, that lefs* afFed:ation was never in any man 
than in William Webber. You always faw him in 
his true colours. About the year 1799, he had a 
fevere and long spell of ficknefs, which had well 
near brought him to his grave. He did, however, 
recover; but his conftitution was fo fha ken, that he 
was never as healthy afterwards. He failed to at- 
tend the Dover Aflbciation, 1807, being then ilJ. 
He recovered fo far as to go otit lome fmall difl:ance 
from home; but relapfing, he lingered for fome 
months ; and then 29th day of February 1 808 he yield- 
ed to the king of terrors, but who had loft his terror, 
as to him. In his laft illnefs he enjoyed great, very 
' great religious confolation. " Elder Watkins of Pow- 
hatan vifited him fome little time before his death* 
. In his converfation he faid to him with many tears. 
** Brother Watkins, I never had fo glorious a mani- 



, feftation of tlic love of God in all my life as 1 have 
had fincc my iicknefs* O ! the love of God/' 



SIMEON WALtON. 

Irfe was a man of note, in his. day and generation,* 
in point of cdupation, he had opportunities above 
many of his companions in the minillry. Having a 
reliih for literary purfuits, he improved his mind 
-above what might have been looked for from his 
fchool learning. Being a good mathematician, he 
was appointed to difcharge tjie duties of county fur- 
yeyor, in Amelia the place of his refidence, for 
a length of time.. Being a ready fcribe, he was 
clerk to the Middle Diftriit AiTociation, for many 
years. There was a confidcrable intima<::j between 
him' and elder John Williams. They were kindred 
ipirits. As a preacher, he was thought to be above 
mediocrity: though in this eharadter, he did not 
fhine as brightly as might have been expedted, con- 
iidering his cleverncfs in other points. He-refided 
in Nottoway church, as paftor, for many years. 
But in 1795, he moved to Kentucky j where, in 
March, 1798, God took him to himfelf. Uev/as a 
good and faithful fervant. 



JAMES IRELAND^ 

James Ireland was a 'native of Scotland. He 
emigrated to Virginia after he had arrived to the 
age of manhood. He had ferious and religious im- • 
preflions, from an early period of life. Having ^ 
fome poetical genius, he fometirnes occupied this ta- 
lent upon -ferious fubjedts. God, who works in a . 
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myfterittus way, made this the medium oFaneffefta- 
al call. By revising one of his rcligious^ pOems> he 
was flruck with a deep fenfe of the guilt of fin^ 
After pafling through very fevere and pungent con-^ 
virions, he obtained a hope of eternal life. Hi$ 
godly forrow worked rcperrtance not to be repented 
of. lie was baptized among the Separate BaptiAs^ 
in one of the earlieft tours made by> Meflrs* Head 
and Harrifs. He had preached previous to his bap-< 
tifm ;a thing not uncommon at the firft rife of the 
JBaptifts in Virginia, After he was baptized, he 
foon became eminent as a preacher. His firft la- 
boars were in Culpeper and round about thofe 
parts. He finally moyed over the Ridge,^ and took 
the care of feveral churches. (See the table of the' 
Ketodon AiTociation.) His manner of preaching 
was highly pleafing to his hearer§. Being a man of 
confiderabie learning, his ftyle was handforoe, though 
plain t and his manner was aifeiftionate and tender^ 
Frequently deeply aiK^dledhimfelf,. with his own views 
.of the momentous fubje£ts which occupied his lips, 
his thirfty audience alfo led up by the ftrcams which 
flowed from their preacher, drank fweetly of the 
heavenly fountain. He was an eloquent man. His 
eloquence however, was not of the flaihy kind,, con- 
iifting of fair words and fine fpeeches^ the enticing 
words of man's wifdom. He was above it. But ia 
Simplicity and goodly fincerity, he preached Jefus 
Chrift, and him crucified. His arguments were clofcr 
and pertinent* His exhortations were warn! and pa- 
thetic. 

After labouring in the Lord's vineyard about for- 
ty years, he fell alleep in the fpring of 1 806, at his 
own houfe, in Frederick county, having fuf- 
tained with fortitude, a long and fevere illnefs. His 
lofs was grievoufly felt by the churches and congre- 
gation to whom he miriiftered. It is no eafy matter 
to fupply the place of fuch a man as Mr. Ireland. 
Mr. Ireland was a man of too much diftiniStioa to 



jcicape the notice of the enemies of the crdfs. He 
was often opppfed, and frequently treated very 
roaghly by them. He was once arrcfted . while 
preaching, and thrown into Culpeper jail. While in 
clofe confinement, fome of the more malignant burnt 
at the prifon windows, red pepper or fome kind of 
naufeous fubftance, with a view to faftbcatc him with 
the fiaoke. It aimed coft him his life Efirapiiyg, 
hov/ever, with his life^ he never regained. his conr 
ilitution ; being always afterwards iubje(St to diibr- 
dered bowels, and other diftreffing infirmities. Gra- 
cious heaven ! that ever fuch a man as James Ire- 
land fhould be fo far in the power of fuch unpriuKl* 
pled mifcreants! Mr. Ireland bore all the IcotFs and 
bufferings of the ungodly, as a follower of the meek 
and lowly Jefus ought tii do. He fuifered wkh him 
here^ and, doubtlcfs, he npw reig;ns with him in 
glory. 
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JOHN MEGLAMRE, 

Mr. Megiamr^ was born in fome of the northern 
ftates, June 7th, 17^0; and moved to North Caroli- 
na previous to his becoming a Baptift. About 1 764 
or 1765, he joined the Baptiils and became a preach*, 
er. After labouring fome years as paftor of the Ke- 
hukee church, he moved to Su|lex pQunty, Virginia 5 
and there, by his pious exertions in the Redeemer's 
kingdonl, raifed a very numerous cljurch. He was 
a man of very corred principles, morals, and man- 
ners ; and greatly refpeded and beloved as far as h? 
was known. ^ : ^ 

In the Portfmouth AfTociation he adtcd as modera- 
tor, whenever he was prefent ; as he had alfq done in 
the Kehukee, previous to the divifion. He yielded 
his foul into the hands of him who gave it, December 
13th, 1799. 



He lived the life of' the righteous f and, doubtlcfs^ 
in his latter end, realized tte gain of godlinefs* 



JOHNGORBLEY, 

Was a native of Ireland ^ and while a boy^ agreed 
to ferve four years fw his . paiSagc to Pcnnfylvania, 
When h^s time expired, he came to Virginia, 4nd 
fettled in or near Culpeper ; where he becarne a con? 
vert to true religion, under the miniflry of James 
Ireland, After his converfipii, he became fo noted, 
that the enemies of the crofs confidered him worthy 
of a prifbn* Hfc was accordingly put into Gulpeper 
jail, . where he flaid a confiderable lime. The exaft 
year in which he was imprifoned^ m not known ; biit 
it was probably previous to 1770: for in 1769 he was 
a delegate from Mountain Run church in CuJpeper, 
to the Kctpdtpn Aflbciatipn; and acted as clerk pf the 
aflbciation. His n^e does not appear on the min- 
utes again, until 1775 ^ when he comes as a repre- 
fentative of a church called Gofhen, in Redflone fet- 
tlement, Pennfylvania. It appears that he had moved 
there fcveral years previous to this ; and in conjunc- 
tion with Ifaac Sutton, had planted the iirft three 
or four churches in the Redftone fettlcment. His 
firft wife was a Papift, and was married to him pre* 
vious to his profeflion of religion. She proved a 
thorn in his fide, during her life. She died; and he 
married a moil amiable w-oman, by whom he had fc- 
vcn children. But, how delufory is all earthly blifsl 
The Indians, for many yeai^, were exceedingly trou- 
blefome in the lledftone country. Mr/Corbley and 
his wife and children, on a Sunday morning, flarted 
to walk to the meeting houfe,' Icfs than half a 
mile from his houfe. After going a fmall diflance, it 
was found that his bible, which he had given his wife 
to carry, had been forgotten. He went back after 



it. On his return to ovcrtal^e his family, he fa\r 
two Indians running; one of whom made a. direful 
yell. He fufpe(5t(t;d fomethitig bad; and ran to a 
fort about half a mile off, and obtained affiftance. 
When they came to the place, he found his wife 
killed with a tomahawk; and the infant which flie 
had in her arms thrown acrofs her bread, with its. 
brains dafhed out againft a Iree. Three of the other 

. children w^re killed, and two fcalped and wounded 
that afterwards recovered. Only onsj a Httle girl, 
efcaped unhurt. She was attacked > but a dog feized 
the Indian that was pursuing hef ; bv which Ihegot 
into the busies and hid herfelf. The feelings of Mr. 
Corbley, on this afflicting occafion, are beyond defcrip- 
tiQU. He fell into a melancholy ftate of mind ; du- 

^ ring which, he could not preach, or fcarcely do any 
thing elfe. Refleding at length, that the hand of 
Providence was vifibj^ in the prefervation of his own 
life, he took courage and recomenced his labours. 
His miniftry was very efFedual in that country: 
though thinly fettled, he baptized three or four hun- 
dred perfons. He was a man of great gifts; and 
efteemed by moft, a very pious chrif|ian. .His fuc- 
cefs drew upon him the refcntment of the wicked > 
which they vented in a very diabolical manner. A 
bafe woman accused him of making frequent crimi- 
nal propofals to hef ; and offered to confirm it by a 
folemn oath. Although he knew it to be falfe, and 
the church did not believe it ; yet he thought it beft 
to remain filent and not preach, until it could by fome 
means be cleared up. They cited the wotnan to ap- 
pear before a magiftrate, in order to fwear her to 
what fhe affirmed; and in the mean time were earn- 
eftly engaged in prayer. When fhe came before the 
magiftrate, fhe was taken with a trembling; and for 
fome time remained speechlefs. ^'ome wifhed toex- 
cufe her, and let it pals off: but Mr. Corbley inlift- 
ed on her fwearing;^; which file did, and exprefslj' 
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declared his innoce^pe ; and faid it was a plot lai4 
by certain perfods wbom fhe named. 

In the time of the Vhiskey infurreftion, as it is 
commonly called, Mr. Corbley was accufcd of ta- 
king an adtive part in favouring and aiding the infur- 
gents ; for which, as being a diftinguifhed man, the 
government chofe to make an example of him. He 
was feized, and haftily carried to Philadelphia, which 
was upwards of two hundred miles fronj home > and 
there kept in prifon in great afflidion. His wants 
while in prifon were benevolently lupplie4 by doc* 
tor Rogers, and others of his friends in Philadelphia. 
He was never brought to trial : and of caurfe it i^apr* 
not, with certainty, be faid whether he was accufe^ 
ialfely or not'. He was not accufed of being an in- 
furgent himfelf ; but aiding and abetting thofe that 
were. If this was the cafe, it was certainly a very 
imprudent piecg of condud ; jet, confidering the 
ftate of things in that country, at that time, it muft 
be viewed by the impartial, rather as an error of th?^ 
head than of the heart. He lived about seven ycapsi 
after he was releafed from prifon : during which 
time, he continued to occupy his talents and to do 
good. In 1805, he iinifhed his courfe in peace. 

iMr. Corbley, though a good preacher, was thought 
to do mpre good out of the pulpit than in it. He 
generally, after preaching, mixed with the congrega- 
tions : and, by finging and pious exhortations, fre- 
quently made very ferious impreflions. 



JOHN GARRARD. 

Concerning Mr. Garrard much has already been 
faid in the general hiftory of the Regular Baptifts. 
A few further remarks will finifli his hiftory. He 
came firft from the bounds of the jphi^^^elphia AfTo- 
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ciation, and fettled in Berkley county, on Opeckoa 
Creek- His removal to the Ketodon below the Ridge, 
with his return, &c has been already mentioned* 
After be had again fettled in Mill Creek church, he 
became a confiderable traveller, fomdtimes with and 
fometimes without Mr. Thomas. He was a warm, 
zealous, and fuccefsful preacher ; and highly reputed 
wherever he was known. .He often a£ted as modera- 
tor to the affociation ; and was by all efteemed as a 
venerable father in the church of God. He lived to 
be a very old man ; and died about 1784^ 



JOSEPH ANTHONY. 

Mr, ^Anthony ought to ftand among thefirftof If- 
rael's worthies; if ^ot for talents, yet for what is 
much more valuable, for unfeigned piety, unwearied 
zeal, and extcnfive ufefulnefs. For his firft: com- 
mencement as preacher, his perfecutions, &c. fee 
pages 12 and 17, His firft ufeful labours after he 
could venture to travel out, were in the lower end 
of Henrico, Charles City, and James City ; where he 
aided Mr. Baker in planting the churches in thofe 
parts. After a few years, he moved up to Henry 
county; and was there during the reft of his life. 
Very laborious, and fuccefsful in turning many to 
Fighteoufnefs. He feldom was in company with 
any irreligious perfons, that he did not exhort them 
to repentance. He was for many years a leading 
character in the Strawberry Aflbciation. When the 
JMayo was taken off, he fell into that diftrid; in 
which he adted as moderator as long as he lived. 
He died triumphant in the Lord. 

Blessed are the dead tfy^t die in the Lord^ — their 
worJiH doJoUow them. 



•132 BIOGEAPIIV Ot' 



:rICHARD MAJOR. 

Mr. Jlichafd Major was a native of New Jerfey ; 
where he continued until he was thirty years of age ; 
and ' tbea moved intoJ^oudon county, Virginia. 
During the early pa^t of his life, he was haraflcd oc- 
oafionally With awful convictions j which heendea* 
voured to (hake oiF, by reibrting to wild Company. 
They would, however, return upon him again with 
double force. . When he had arifen to the years of 
maturity, he was ftill purfued by the moft horrid 
temptations. Being a man of ftrong mind, he could 
not avoid ilarting objeftions to the gofpel plan of 
falvation; then he would be tempted to believe that 
he would be damned for fuch wifdom. Grace final- 
ly prevailed ; and he became a zealous chriftian. 

He was not a man of much fchool learnings but 
his vigourous mind rofe above all obftruAions* 
Well taught in the fchool of Chrift, and devoting 
himfelf to the fludy of the fcripture he became a 
workman that needeth not to be ailianied. He 
sought not great things for himself; but in fim- 
plicity and godly fincerity he preached Chrift cruci- 
fied. He was remarked, by all who knew him, for 
his indefatigable labours in the. miniftry. From the 
time he entered on his work, . until his conftitution 
began to fail, he travelled far and near in order to 
perfuade finners to repent. He fucceeded beyond . 
many of much greater talents. He is faid to have 
planted, from firft to laft, fix or eight churches. 
For feveral years after he commenced preacher, he 
met with great oppofition from individuals. A cer* 
tain man, whofe wife had been baptized by Mr. Ma<» 
jor, determined to kill him on fight j and went to 
meeting for that purpofe. He fat down in hearing; 
intending to catch at fome obnoxious expreflfioii 
which might fall from Mr* Major ; and under th^t 
pretence to attack him. But God produced a dif- 
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'ibrent refult. For the man inftead of executing his 
defign, became fo coftvidied, that he could not keep 
on his feet : and was afterwards baptized by the man 
whom he intended to murder* . Another really at- 
tacked him with a club .in a violent manner. Mr. 
Major being remarkable for great prefence of mind, 
turned to him, and in a folemn manner faid, ^* batan* 
I command thee to come out of the man." His club 
immediately began to fall, and the lion became as 
quiet as a lamb. Thefe affe a few of the many oc^ 
currences of this kind that took place in the long life 
of this valuable man. Fbr ten or twelve years before 
his death, his flurdy conftitution began to fail. He 
was attacked by the gravel, a very painful difeafe^ 
and in order to gain relief, he went to the medicinal 
fprings- From the Water he could get no relief ^ 
but by apparent accident, he Was informed of a re- 
medy;* which upon trial, he found very^ eflfeftuaL 
This^ gave him refpite for feveral years. But being 
attacked by the fame difeafe again, after a tedious 
and painful illnefs, he finiflied nis courfe at about 
fourfcore years of age. He has doubtlefs found a 
bright manfion in his Father's kingdom. 

So much was he efteemed in the latter part of his 
life, that he had ferious apprehenfions, that he muft 
be too much at eafe for a gofpel minifter ; or, in other 
words, it feemcd as if the expreffibn, woe be unto you 
when all men speak Well of you, applied to his case* 
In the midft of thefe thoughts, he accidentally heard 
a man lay to his charge one of the moft abominable 
crimes. At firft he felt irritated; but recoUedting 
his previous reflexions, he was foon reconciled. 

* The remedy was the juice of red onion mixed with the juice 
of horfemint \ taking a gill every morning. 

E3 
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JIElVtOMAI- AND R|i|ylON STRANGE AGAINSI* THE GE* 
NEftAL ASSESSMENT,, ,P|IESENT£D TO THE GENERA^ 
ASSEMBLY OF VIRGINIA, AT THE SESSION FOR THE 
YEAR OF OUR LORD. ONE THOUSAND SEVEN UUNPREp 
AND EIGHTY FIVE, 

Drawn try James MadUon^ mio FmuUrst of^he XJtdUd States -^ 
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A MEMORIAL AND REMONSTRANCE. 



to THE HOKOVRABLG THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY oi^ 
THE COMMONWEALTH OP VIRGINIA. 

WE, the fubscrlbcrs, citizens of the faid com* 
monwealth^ havi^ag taken into ferious coniideratioa 
a bill, printe4 by order of the laft feffion of general 
aflembly, entitled •** A bill ^eftablifliing a provifion for 
teachers of the chriftian religion C^ and conceiving, 
that the fame, if finally armed ysrith the fandtions of a 
law, will be a dangerous, abufe of power; are bound 
as faithful members of a free ftate, to rettionftratc 
againfl it, and to declare the reafons by which we 
are determined. We remonftrate again ft the faid 
bill; 

Becaufe we hold it for a fundamental and una* 
lienable truth, ** that religion, or the duty which we 
owe to the iTeator, and the manner of difcharging 
it, can be lUredted only by rcafon and conviction. 
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not by force or violence/'* The religion, then^of 
every m*n, muft be left to the convidlion and con- 
fciences of every naan ; and it is the right of evefy 
roan to exercife it, as thefe may didate. This right 
is, in its nature, an unalienable right. It is unalien* 
able J becaufe the opinions of men depending : only 
on the evidence conteniplated by their own liiinds* 
cannot follow the diftates^ of other men. Jt is unali- 
enable, alfo; bepaufe what is here aright towarcfe 
man, is a duty towards the Creator. It is the duty 
of every man to render to the Creator fuch homage, 
and fuch only, as he believes to be acceptable to hiiti^. 
This duty is precedent, both in order of time, and in 
degree of obligation, to the claims of civil fociety. 
Before any m^n can be confidered as a member of 
icivil fociety, he muft be confidered as a fubjeS:of the 
Governor of the univerfe. And if ;» a member of 
^ivil fociety, who enters into^ny fubordinate affoci*- 
ation, muft always do it with a refervation of his 
duty to the general authority ^ much more muft eve- 
ly man who becomes a member of any particulal' 
civil fociety, do it with^ faving of his allegiance to 
the' univcrfai Sovereign. ! We maintain, therefore, 
that, in matters of religion, no man's right is abridg- 
ed by the inftitntidn of civil fociety ; and that religi- 
on is wholly exempt from its cognizance. True it 
is, that no other rule exifts, by which any queftion 
which may divide a fociety can be ultiniately deter- 
mined, but by the will of the majority. But it is 
alfo true that the majority may trefpafs on the rights 
of theminority 

Becaufe if religion be exempt from the authority 
of the fociety at large, ftill lefs can it be fubjcft to 
that of the legiflative body. The latter afe but the 
creatures and vicegerents of the former. Their ju- 
rildidion is both derivative and limited. It is limit- 
ed with regard to the co-ordinate departments : more 

* Declaration of Pvight»> article il^^ 
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ueceilarily, it is liqjited with regard to the conftitu- 
ents. The prefervation of a free government Fe- 
qliires, not merely that the metes and bounds which 
feparate each department of power, be invariably 
maintained; but more efpecially, that iieither of 
them be fufFered to overleap the great barrier which 
defends the rights of the people. The rulers who 
are guilty of fuch an encroachment, exceed the 
commiffion from which they derive their authority, 
and are tyrants. The people who fubmit to it, are 
governed by laws made 'neither by themielves, nor 
by an authority derived from them, and are flaves. 

Bec^ufe' it is proper to take alarm, at the firll ex^ 
periment on out liberties. \Te hold this prudent 
jealoufy, to be the firlt duty of citizens, and one of 
th<5 nobleJft charafteriftics of the late revolutioni 
The freemen of America did not wait until ufufpcd 
power had ftrengthened itfelf by exercife, and entan- 
gled the queftion in precedents* They faw all the 
confequences in the principle, and they avoided the 
confequencQS by denying the principle. We re- 
'vere this leflbn too much, foon to forget it. Who 
does not fee that the fame authority which can efta- 
blifh chriftianity in exclufion of all other religions, 
may ellabliih, with the fame eale, any particular 
'fe£t of chiiftians, in exclufion of all other fe(5ts ? 
That the fame authority which can force a citizen to 
contribute three pence only of his property, for the 
fupport of any one eilablilliment, may force him to 
conform to any other eftablifhmcnt, in all cafes 
whatfoever. 

Becaufe the bill violates that equality which ought 
to be the bafis of every law ; and which is more in- 
difpcnfable, in proportion as the validity or expedi- 
ency of any law is more hable to be impeached. *' If 
ail men are, by nature, equally free and independ- 
ent,"* all men are to be confidered as entering. iAt<> 

V  DecJaration of Rights, article f. 
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fociety on equal conditions, as relinquifhing no mor^^ 
and therefore retaining no lefs, one than another, c^ 
their natural rights ; .above all, are they to be confi- 
dered as retaining an " ef/tial title to the free exer^ 
cifc of religion according to the didates of con- 
fcience.'"^ Whilft we .afiert for ourfelves a free-^. 
dom to embrace, to profefs, and obfervc the'-rfeli-^ 
gion which we believe to be of divine origin $ we 
cannot deny an equal freedom to thofe whofe minds 
Jiave not yet yielded to the evidcjice which has con^. 
vinccd us. If this freedom be abufed, it is an of- 
fence againft God, not againilman. To God> there-^. 
fore, and not to man, muft an accounf of it be ren-? 
dered. 

As the bill violates equality^ by fubjeding fomc. 
to peculiar burdens j fo it violates the fame principle 
by granting to others, peculiar exemptions. Are 
the Quakers and Menonifts the only fefts who thialj: 
a coiiipuliive fupport of their religion? unneccffary 
aT)d unwarrantable ? C^n their piety alone be en", 
trufted with the care of public worfhip ? Ought 
their religions to be endowed, above all others,. with 
extraordinary privileges, by which profcly tes may 
be enticed frpm all others ? We think too favour a^* 
bly of the juftice'and good fenfe of thefe denomina^ 
tions, to believe, that they either covet preepiiiiences 
oyer their fellow citizens, or that they will be fcdu- 
i:t(l by them from the common oppofition to the 
nieafufe. 

Becaufe the bill implies, either that the civil ma«^ 
giftrate is a competent judge^ of religious truths, or 
that he may employ religion as an engine of civil 
policy. The firft is an arrogant pretenfion, falfified 
by the extraordinary opinion of rulers, in all ages, 
and throughout the world; thefecond, anunhallow*^ 
ed perverfion of the means of falvation. 

Hecaufe the ellablifhmentpropofcd by the bill is not 

J^ Declaration of Rights, article i6» 
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fccjuiiite fof the fupport of the chriftian religion* 
To fay that it is, is a contradidtiori to the chriftiaa 
religion itfelf> for every page of it difavows a depend^ 
encc on the power of this world ; it is a contradidion- 
to faft, for it is known that this religion both cxifted 
and flouriflied, not only without the fupport of hu- 
man laws, but in fpite of every oppofition from 
them ; and not oaly during the period of miraculous 
did, but long after it had been left to its own evi- 
dence and the ordinary care of Providehce : nay, it is 
a coutradiftion in terms ; for a religion not invented 
by human policy, muft have preexifted and been 
iupported, before it was eftablifhed by human poli- 
cy } it is moreover to weaken in thofe who profels this 
religion a pipus confidence in its innate excellence 
and the .patronage of its^ Author ; and to fafter in 
thofc who ftill reject it, a fufpicion that its friends 
are top confcious of it^ fallacies, to truft: it to its 
own merits 1 

Becaufe experience witneiles that ecclefiaftical 
eftablifhments, inftead of maintaining the purity 
and efficacy of religion, have had a contrary opera- 
tion. During almoft fifteen centuries has the legal 
eftablifhment of chriftianity been .on trial. What 
liave been its fruits? more or lefs in all places, 
pride and indolence in the clergy; ignorance and 
fervility in the laity; in both, fuperftition, bigotry, 
and perfecution. Enquire of the teachers of chrif- 
tianity for the ages in which it appeared in its 
greateft luftre ? thofe of every fcdt point to the 
ages prior to its incorporation with civil policy, 
Propofe a reftoration of this primitive flate, in which 
its teachers depended on the voluntary rewards of 
their flocks, many of them predid its downfall. Cn 
which fide ought their teftin^ony to have greateft 
weight, when for, or when againfl: their intereft ? 

Becaufe the eftablifhment in queftion, is not necef- 
fary for the fupport of civil government. If it be 
urged as necrelTary for the fupport of civil ^oycrn-' 
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meiit^ only as it is a means of fupporting religion,, 
and it be not neceffary for the latter purpofe^; it can« 
not be neceflary for the former. If religion be not 
within the cognizance of civil government, how 
can its legal eftablifhment be faid to be neceffary to 
Civil government ? What influence in fadl have ec- 
clefiaftical eftabliflimehts had on civil fociety ? In 
fome inflances they have been ken toexadt a fpirit- 
tial tyranny on the ruins of the civil authority; in. 
more inftances have they been feen upholding the 
thrones of political tyranny ^in no inftance have they 
been feen the guardians of the liberties of the people^ 
Rulers who wifhed to fubvert the public liberty, may 
have found an eftabliftied clergy convenient auxilia- 
ries. A j ufl government inftituted to fecure and per- 
petuate it, needs them not. Such a government will 
be beft fupported by protedling every citizen in the 
enjoyment of his religion, with the same' eq[ual hand 
which prote<5ls his perfon and his property; by nei- 
ther invading the equal rights of any;fe(9:, nor fuf- 
fering any fedt to invade thofe of another. 

Becaufe the propofed eftablifhment is a departure 
from that generous policy, which, offering an aiylum 
to the perfecuted and opprefled of every nation and 
religion, promifed a luftre to our country, and an ac- 
ceflion to the number of its citizens. What a me- 
lancholy mark is the bill of fudden degeneracy ? In- 
ftead of holding forth an afylum to the perfecutedj^ 
it is itfelf a signal of perlecution. It degrades from 
the equal rank of citizens all thofe whofe opinions in 
religion do not bend to thofe of the legiflative au- 
thoi-ity. Diftant as it may be, in its prefent form, 
from the inquifition, it differs from it only in degree: 
the one is the firft ftep, the other the laft, in the ca- 
reer of intolerance. The magnanimous fufferer 
under the cruel fcourge in foreign regions, muit 
view the bill as a beacon on our coaft, warning him 
to fcek fomc other haven, where liberty and philan • 
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tfitopy in their due extent may offer a more ccrtaia 
repofe from his troubles. 

Becaufe it will have a like tendency tobanifh our 
citizens The allurements prefentcd by other fitua- 
tions, are every day thinning their number. To fu- 
peradd a frcfli motive to emigratioii, by revoking the 
liberty which they now enjoy, would be the fam« 
^^cciesof folly,. which has difhonoured and depopu** 
iated flourifhing kingdoms. 

^Becaufi? it will deftroy that moderation and har*^ 
tnony, which the forbearance of , our laws to inter- 
meddle with religion has produced among its feveral 
fefts. Torrents of blood have been fpilt in the old 
world* by' vain attempts of the feciular arm to ex tin- 
gaiih religious difcord by profcribing all diiFerencea 
in religious opinion. Tirfie has at length revealed the 
true remedy. Every relaxation of narrow and rigorous 
policy, wherever it has been tried, has been found to 
affuagee the difeafe. Th^ American theatre has ex-^ 
hibited proofs, that equal and complete liberty, if it 
does not wholly eradicate it, fufficiently dellroys its 
malignant influence on the health and prosperity of 
the ftate. If with the falutary efFeSts of this fyftem 
lindqr our own eyes, we begin to contrail the bounds 
of, religious freedom, we know ho name that will .too 
fevercly reproach our folly. At leaft let warning be 
taken at the firft fruits of the threatened innovation. 
The very appearance of the bill has transformed that 
** chriftian forbearance, love, and charity,*'* which 
of late mutually prevailed, into animoli ties and jea- 
lousies which may not foon be appeafed. What 
liiifchiefs may not be dreaded, fliould this enemy to 
the public quiet, be armed with the force of a 

law? 

^fietlarttion of R%hts, article 1 6* 
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' Becaufe the policy of the bill is adverfc to the dif-J ? 
fulion of the light of chriftianity. The lirft wifh of 
thofe who ought to enjoy this precious gift ought to 
be, that it may be imparted to the whole race of 
mankind. ( ompare the number of thole, who have,, 
as yet received it, with the number ftill remaining 
under the dominion of falfe religions, and how fmall 
is the former! Does the policy of the bilLtexid to 
leflen the dilproportion ? No ; it at once difcourages 
thofe who are ftrangers to the light of truth, from 
coming into the region? of it; and countenances *by 
example, the nations who continue in darkness, in 
fhutting out thofe who might convey it to them In-r 
Head of levelling as far as poflible every obftacle to 
the victorious progrefs ot truth, the bill with an ig- 
noble and unchriftian timidity. Would circumfcribc 
it, with a wall of defence againft the encroachments 
of error 

becaufe attempts to enforce by legal fandlions, 
adls, obnoxious, to fo great a proportion qf citizens, 
tend to enervate the laws in general, and to flr^cfcen 
the bands of fociety. If it be difficult to execute any 
law, which is not generally deemed neceffary or fa- 
lutary, what mud be the cafe where it is deemed in- 
valid and dangerous ? And what nriay be the eifed: of 
fo llriking an example of impotency in the govern- 
ment on its general authority ? 

Becaufe a meafure of fuch Angular magnitude 
and delicacy, ought not to be impoled, ^yithout the 
cleareft evidence that it is called for by a majority 
of citizens; and no fatisfadory method is yetpropo- 
fed by which the voice of the majority jn tiiis cafe 
may be determined, or its influence fecured. ** The 
people of the refpective counties are indeed requefted 
to fignify their opinion refpedting the adoption of 
the bill, to tlie next feflion of aflemblyV But the 
reprefcntation muft be made equal, before the voice 
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' tjlttier of the reprefentatives or of the counties, will 
be that of the people. Our hope is that neither of 
the former, will after due confideration, efpoufe the 
*' dangerous principle of the bill. Should the event 
f difappoint lis, it will ftill leave us in full confidence, 
that a fair appeal to the latter will reverfe the fen:- 
tcnce againft our liberties. 

Becaufe finally, *' the equal right of every citizen 
to the free exercife of his religion according to the 
didlates of confcience," is held by the fame tenure 
with all our other rights. If we recur to it5 origin, 
it is equally the gift of nature ; if we weigh its im- 
portance it cannot be lefs dear to us ; Jf we confult 
the " Declaration of thofe rights which pertain to 
the good people of Virginia, as the bafis and founda- 
tion of government,''* it is (enumerated with equal 
folemnity. or rather with ftudied emphafis. Either 
then we mull: fay, th <.t the will of the legiflature is 
the only meafure of their authority ; and that, in the 
plenitude of this authority, they may fweep away all 
our fundamental rights; or, that they are bound to 
leave this particular right untouched and facred : ei- 
ther we muft fay that they may controul the free- 
dom of the prefs -, may abolifh ^the trial by jury; may 
fwallow up the executive, and judiciary powers of 
the ftate: nay, that they may annihilate our very 
right of fuftrage, and ere<5t themfelves into an inde- 
pendent, and hereditary aflembly ; or we muft fay 
that they have no authority to enad: into a law, the 
bill undar confideration. We the fubfcribers fay, 
that the general afifembly of this , commonwealth 
have no luch authority ; and that no ^effort may be 
omitted on our part againft fu dangerous a ufurp- 
ation, we oppose to it this Remonftrance, earneftly 
praying, as we are in duty bound, that the fupreme 
Lawgiver of the univerfe, by illuminating thofe to 
whom it is addrefled, may, on one hand, turn their 
councils from every ait, which would affront his ho-* 
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ly preregatite, «r riolate the trufl^ eomtnitted Ui 
them 5 and, on the other, guide ihcm into every mea— 
fure which may be worthy of his bleffing, may rt^ 
dound to their own praife, and may eftabliih moro 
£rmly the libei ties, fjbe property, and the happlnei^ 
cif this c#9uiivnw6aith» 
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VIRGINIA ASSOCIATIONS. 

Whe following table will furnish a general view of the 
state of the Virginia Associations; and likewise an^ 
^weras.an 

INDEX, 

3^0 show in what part of the book each Association is 
treated on. 
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General AlTociation 
General Committee 
4ftenerai Meeting oi Cor- 
respondence 
Dover Alfociatioa 
Orange 
Go/hen . 
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N. ,B. According to the note at the foot of the 
preceding page, the accounts from Mayo Aflbciation 
nave not come' to hand. Biit the Compiler how- 
ever c^n inform the reader, that the churches com- 
poling thia aflbciation are partly in North Carolina, 
and partly in Virginia. Thofe in Virginia, are in 
the counties of i ienry, Patrick, and Pittfylvania, 
and are in number, the ^ oriipiler thinks, about feven ; 
which, if added to the others, amount to two hun- 
dred and ninety four churches in the whole ftate. 
Admitting the average number in the churches, the 
fame as that of Strawberry, the mother aflbciation, 
the whole number of members will be five hundted 
and four; which added to thirty thoufand five hun- 
dred and forty eight, make the total amount of Bap- 
tifl:s in V^irginia thirt?/ one thousand and fifty two. 
Asplund's Hegifter for 1791, ibon after the grea^t re- 
t^ival, makes the number of Baptists twenty thou- 
fand fi^ur hundred and thirty nine, in Virginia. The 
increafe in nineteen years is more than fifty per 
ceAt. During this period, it has been fuppofed, 
that- more than one fourth of the Baptifts of Virgi- 
nia have moved to Kentucky and other parts of the 
•weftern. country/ ...r^ 

^ APR 17 1919; 



INDE'X 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKElGHES.^m 

Introduftion, -•--- page 363. 

Shubal Stearns, - -•-•'^ ---•••* 366» 

Dani«l Maribal, ........... . j68, 

Samuel Harris, - • - - - - - ' ' r • - 377* 

Jeremiah Walker, - - - - - - - - • - 385. 

Dutton Lane, -- • - -- - -.- -- -• ^^o* 

William Murphy, ..... - . .... 391. 

Jofeph Murphy, - - - • - - - • - ^- - • 39 Z. 

Elijah Baker, .--•..*•.'--.- 392. 

John Williams, ---..^ 398, 

James Read, ...•-.*---.»- 401. 

John Waller, - - .••... 403. 

James Chiles, --*----•-.---• 4n» 

John Picket, -...--.- 413&. 

Elijah Craig, . - r - - ^ • '- - - - - - 4i4* 

Lewis Lunsford, .-------.--- 417, 

William Webber, - . . - . - - . . * . . 4^2. 

Simeon Walton, - - - - - - • - - •\- • 43t5» 

James Ireland, -- -.-. .... .. 425, 

John Meglamre, -..----,..••• 43^7, 

John Corbley, -...----•--.- 428. 

John Garrard, .----.---.•-- 4^0. 

Jofeph Anthony, .-.--.-.-'.-- 431. 

Richard Major, .•--^. ----.-. 432, 

Appendix, « . . •, ^ - •<••-- .^ • • 435. 



t 



*i*... 



^' 



. ^*. 



'«• 



/ 



//. 



i 



N 



■»•  Al 



'V 



r 

\ 



./ 



■/J 



A : 



k ^ / 



,,,,.. M^/. mi- 




f ^j 



// 






*• « 









^ff7^h^ 










i/7f 




— —  ■■■< M i»iiiii i i M > ^ 



IV«r^<! *W *fi»iB»^M 








'i. '  •- 












.a 



-»»i. *.. 



^ 






B'^^ar, »-•••<•-• 









7>^:; ';-,; 



/ 






/-''■ 



V / 



*> 



J 



l„ 




^f z'/ ic^HC^ 




>M> *» '«^ 



>^ 






^"A- ^•''^^ 



.-/? 



'.>' 



*^'^A.,. 



/ 



y •' 









7> 



. y 



V 






'-t/jJ 






>./ 



/ 



' / <« 



o 






•3 



